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SOUTH  AFRICA  AND  THE 
TRANSVAAL  WAR 


CHAPTER    I 

THE    IMMORTAL     HANDFUH 

MAFEKI.VO,     i8th    MAV    1 900 


Shout  for  the  desperate  host, 
Handful  of  l;ritaiii's  race, 

Holding  the  lonely  post 
Under  God's  grace  ; 

Guarding  our  England's  fame 

Over  the  open  grave, 
Shielding  the  Flag  from  shame- 
Shout  for  the  brave ! 

Ringed  by  a  ruthless  foe 
Dared  they  the  night  attack, 

Answered  him  blow  for  blow. 
Hurling  him  back; 

Cheering  the  charge  was  pressed, 
More  than  they  held  they  hold, 

Won  bayonet  at  the  breast- 
Shout  for  the  bold ! 


I-ong,  long  the  days  and  nights : 
Bitter  the  tales  that  came, 

uhat  of  the  distant  fights? 
Rumours  of  shame? 

Scorning  the  doubts  that  swell. 
Nursmg  the  hope  anew, 

1  hey  did  their  duty  well- 
Shout  for  the  true ! 

Shout  for  the  glory  won, 

Empire  of  East  and  West  1 
Shout  for  each  valiant  son 

Nursed  at  thy  breast ! 
Fear  could  not  find  them  out. 

Death  stalked  there  iron-shod. 
He  p  found  them  Victors- shout 

Praises  to  God ! 

—  Harold  Begbie. 


DISASTER   AT   KOORN   SPRUIT 
if  heroical.  naturrVer^^ktg  ^p.f^reShe^e  ^  tT'' 

a  fee  .'::VoZ  Vir:ti^^  onf:i:tror  it:^ 

-ood  to  the   east   of   B  oemfonte in        TJ."'^"'^  ^^  *^^^°"^'  ^'•"^d- 

the    pacification    of  \£  rtfyi'ngTtr S"'   Th    '°  '""^"''r  ^^ 
secure  a  va  uable   consianm^n^      r    n         /-      ^"^^    ^^""^    also    to 

The   enemy  was   pZl"    ^uf  an^'t  ^'''"  '^''    ^^^""   ^^•"- 
•  F      ..J  '  ^''■''   <-"mmandos    hovered 

VOL.  V.  ''  "'"'^  ■''^"'  ^"^  "'her  Verses  "  (Grant  RichardsX 
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The  Transvaal  War 

north  of  the  small  detached  post  at  the  mills  J^  •  r 
prayed  for,  and  a  strong  patrol  was  sent  off  f  ^'"'^^^'•^^"lents  were 
post,  or  to  cover  its  wifhSrlwaHn  the  e^  em  of  t  T''T  "^  ^'^^ 
the  enemy  was  "  lying  low  "  as  the  nhr^!  "  °' /!  ^'^'^-  ^Meanwhile 
Pilcher  pushed  on  to  Udybrand  m^e  n  '■'•  ^^  ^"'"^"P«"  Colonel 
but,  hearing  of  the  advance  of  an  oterwh^i''^""'"  ""^  '^^  Llanddrost. 
retired  witfe  all  promptness  to  ThXS^^ 

mob.hty  characteristic  of  them  wTr^  .1  •  ^^''*^''^'  ^'^^  the 
numbers,  determining  if  possibS'  to  nrev^  .""'"^  '""S^'^^'  ^^eir 
the  forces,  and  bent  at  a^co  t  o^seS"  f'"^°""'"^  ""^^^  ^^ 
and  convenience  the  south.r^corer  of  K.^!!  '^7  °^?  '^^^^^^ 
provender  and  forage  of  the  fut!Z  Lu.  u^  ^^^^^'  ^'''^"'^^^  the 
Without  this  portion^of  1  ^ai"  countrf to  fall  Zr^'  J^  ^^r^' 
the.r  activities  would  be  crippled  indeed  °"'  ^  ^^'    "'''' 

hordt,T:ror."B^;o^LTo^^^^^  r-'-^y  ^^^hese  Federal 

for  reinforcements.  andTecid"ed  t  Temot t'n"  Th  t"'",^-"- 
Friday  the  30th  he  marcheH  fr.  Ki      ^^"^^  '"^^m  fhabanchu.     On 

the  Modder'    His  fo^e  contl  ted  ofTh      'Tr>^"^  ^°"^''  ^f 

Hussars  and  the  compos' trSleL  of  h'^  ^T7  ^''S^'^^  i'oth 
"  T."and  "  U  "  Batteries  RH  IT      °^,^«"s^hold  Cavalry),  -.O," 

"  Q  "  and  "  U  •'),  R  m  ngton^tol^^^^^^^^^  »-"-••-■ 

and  Burma  Mounted  Infantrv  ^'^"^\^°berts  s  Horse.  Queensland 

outspanned  the  same  eveninT  Vn  t^^T  • '"^^'^^  '^'^  ''^^^^'  ^"^1 
the  force,  having  fought  a  rear^^rrdLl^^'l^^  ""r'"^  ^^  '  ^•^'• 
arrived  in  safet?  at  fanna'sP^st  HerT  f"  rT^  ^"^  '""^  "'^'"' 
b.vo^,acked    and  here  for  a  moment  let        leave  ttm    '"^  ^'^>' 

The^  wt  '^^::::^^-^i:-:^  — 

an^.bu.h  thatwassodLs^rous  tor^o^^^^^^^  ^'- 

themselves.     There  are  diff^r^nnL.    c       •  •     "°  ^°  exhilarating  to 
Some  believe  that  the  a'^St^^^^  this  story. 

arrangement  in  concert  wit^  the  Boe    h^oX^K^^^^^^^^  ^^  "  '^'^^^^^ 
brand,  whose  nest  had  been  dlturhL  K    1""'^^  '^^''"^^^  ''^  Lady- 

Pilcher^who  owed  ColneTLtdwood  a  debt''  Th^r  I "'  ''.^'T' 
hidmg-place  was  carefullv  soujrht  rnif  c«  fk  .  ,^^^y  declare  that  the 
should,  on  a  given  sS  from  De  ul  '  '^-'"'^  '^^^'^'^^  therein 
of  their  tribe.^and  b&e  the  pLsY'e  o"  th^R^V^^ 
known-everything  was  known-to  be  feturnit  to  RI  '  7^""  "^^'^ 
According  to  Boer  reDorf«s  fh^  r^I     "^^/""^"'"g^  to  Bloemfontein. 
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fourgunsandaAIaxim-Nordenfdct  J'c  ^^"^"^^"^0  of  1400  and 
for  the  purpose  of  attacl^^t^Sat  V '  ^'^t"'^'!;'"^^ 'awards  Thabanchu 
of  200  of  the  British  to  be^  He  did  .11 1''  r  ''"''^^^^  «  ^ovce 
found  himself  on  the  evening  of  th  '30  h't  hn's  '"f"  '?  "'^''''  ^"^ 
Alodder  R.ver.  to  the  north  of  Sanna's  Volt  Th  '  •^''"Y  °"  ^^^^ 
nick  of  tmie,  he  was  informed  bv  n       1  ,^ ''''"•  '"  ^^e  very 

wood's  convoy  was  movinTfrom  Th.h     T""'A'^^'  ^°'°"^J  ^roal 
war  was  gathered  together   Tw. ."'''"•     9V'^'^'>'  ^  ^°""C'"I  of 
V^'et,  with  Piet  de  VVet   p[:t  (IZ-     a.?'^"7  ?^  ''^^  ^^  ^'^^th.     De 
their  heads  together  and  scheme?/"'  Tu''^^'  ^""'  ^^"^  ^^^^^^ie.  put 
by    the   foreign'   attache"'  wt";e';e   pr'e:LrVf^"''"f  "^'^'^^ 
hurried  meeting  was  the  division  of  tf/T      ,  ^ '^^ ''esult   of  the 
mandos.     The   General   himsdf   with  .n^''^'"  '^"'""^  '^'°  '^'^^  '^^- 
every  nerve  to  reach  Koorn  Spruit  and  tn°  "'""'  u-""'^."^   ^°  '''^'^" 
arrival  of  the  convoy.     Be"n7we  I  Zn  ^'?'''^T''.h'mself  before  the 
of  the  country,  the  race  waT^ss^^le-STn"  1^  ^'^t  '^^  '^P^Sr^Phy 
slow-moving,   drowsy  cattle  !^  The  ^£  ^''''"^  ^?'^s.mcn  against 
rides  but  on  the  wings  of  opportum-tv  an^d  H    Av ''"'"^-      ^^"^^^«« 
tumty  and   grabbed  It!     The  res^nf  fU     u^  ^^^'  '^^  ^^e  oppor- 
themselves  in  two  batches- coo  of  th     '''^  ^7«  ^vere  to  di.Jpose 
tli^mselves  N.N.E.  of  S^mni'^pl  ^e'tl  V'"  ^'''■•''^>''  ^°  p'"^' 

Koc!r4^ra^/rtft^tT^^^^^^^^^^^  r?^p-  ---^^  -s 

Bm.sh  camp  at  daybreak  X.  ^^  *  ?°^"=<'  ^o  ^s  to  shell  the 

■he  bulk  of^the  forcT^tiTXTt  ^'  """^^  »"■  "«' 
Accordrntrlv    th^  /-^.^o^-    .  guara  the  rear. 

under  way,  trfour^umSThe"'''''  ™f'"S  P™'P"ieude,  got 
and  despatched  to  .h^e^h    artn^eT""""!"  'S'"«  do.ble-hirs^d 

Post  while  the  other  gained  afS^id      p'  '^■'^,.^-  "^  Sanaa's 
for  they  reached  thei?  deitln!,?  "'^'^ned.     Fortune  favoured  them 

admirable  in  concep  on  ^rrecuted  "T"^'' ■  f  "<<  ""^  ^^-^e. 
.He  P^r^JriS^^l'^^'^^'^-,..  Of 

a  oV-  T^aSf -"  il^e^™lr.hf.^if,^^^^^^^ 
S™r,j  and  turmoU  fdlo^d      ii,!     "f  f    Possible  des|S,ch 

k.cked,  horses  careered  and  ^tnge'^  'bu.  'S't  r'  ">"''''^  ™<' 

S^  u,  out  at  last  the  convoy  and  two 
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horse  batter.es  were  got  under  way,  while   the  mounted   infantry 

burst  and  bun.^r  wth  alarming  persistency.  They  came  from  aero  s 
he  nyer,  and  consequently  it  was  imagined  that  every  mile  gXd 
brought  the  convoy  nearer  to  Hloemlontein  and  farther  from  "he 
enemy.  I  hey  had  some  twenty  miles  to  go.  Still,  the  officer  .ho 
had  charge  of  the  party  believed  the  coast  to  be  clear.  After  mov  n^ 
on  about  a  m.le  they  approached  a  deep  spruit-a  branch  of  hf 
Modder.  more  morass  than  stream.  It  wL  there  that  De  Wet  and 
h.s  smart  400  had  artfully  concealed  themselves. 

tr.n  rr"'  ''^'f''''  ^^""'^  ^^'''"''X  ^""^  ^'^^  formation  of  an  ingenious 
trap.  The  ground  rose  on  one  side  toward  a  grassy  knoll,  on  the 
slopes  of  which  was  a  stony  cave  from  which  a  hidden  foe  "odd 
comm^md  the  dnfts.  So  admirably  concealed  was  this  enclosure  and 
all  tha  It  enclosed  that  the  leading  scouts  passed  over  the  drift 
w.thou   suspectmg  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  ^  These  laUer  true  to 

meUf  t"hVS"rr  ""''  ""  ■^'^"  1"  ^^^^^"^  -'^"^  .un"had  ".fe!; 
entered  the  drift,  and  were,  so  to  speak,  inextricably  in  their  clutches 

1  heir  man^uvre  was  entirely  successful.     Some  one  said  the 

tr?h'reur"A„':^:h"  ""°  ^'^  ^nft  exactly  as  partridges  are  driven 
to  the  gun.     Another  gave  a  version  of  very  much  the  same  kind 
He  said,  "It  was  just  like  walking  into  a  cloak-room-the  Boers 
politely  took  your  ri.le  and  asked  you  kindly  to  step  on  one  side 
and  there  was  nothing  else  you  could  do  1 "  ' 

I  he  nicety  of  the  situation  from  the  Boer  point  of  view  was 
described  by  a  correspondent  of  T/ie  Times  ■— 

In  /h  J""^-  ?"'?  ^^^  \^°"^  ^"^'^^  "^''^^   '"'■°'"  the  drift,   which   lay 
m  the  point  of  a  rough  angle  made  by  an  embankment  under  con- 
struction and  the  bush-grown    sluit   which   converged   towards    it 
Thus   when  the    Boers  were  in  position,   lining  the  sluit  and  the 
embankment,  the  position  became  like  the  base  of  a  horse  s  foot 
I  he  Boers  were  the  metal  shoe,  our  own  troops  the  frocr.     At  the 
point  where  the  drift  cuts  the  sluit  the  nullah  is  broad  and^xtensive 
I  he    Boers  stationed  at   this  spot  realised  that   the  baggage  was 
riKwing  without  an  advanced  guard.     They  were  equal  to  th?  situa- 
tion.    As  each  waggon  dropped  below  the  .sky-line  into  the  drift  the 
teamsters  were  directed  to  take  their  teams  to  right  or  left  as    he 
case   might   be,   and   the   guards  were   disarmed%nder   threat  of 

Th  nl'-  /?  '''°\^"1  ^'^^'  ^"^'^  ^^SS°"  '"  ^"'•n  was  captured 
and  placed  along  the  sluit,  so  that  those  in  rear  had  no  knowledge 

surrlndlr'T  l?-P^"'^  *«  ^heir  front  until  it  became  their  turnfo 
fnrwTrt  T^^^  i"'^".^!-^"."^  purposes  the  convoy  was  proceeding 
ZZi  .  J  f  '"■'''  ^"'J  ^'^^  ^'■^""^  ^^y°"^  t'^e  drift  was  sufficient 
llT^f  •  ^^^^\  contrivance  of  the  enemy.  Thus  all  the  waggons 
except  nine  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy."  " 
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Plan— Disaster  at  Koorx  S 


rRiiT. 


rausl  surrender  >-*^  and  then    ,rnr5      T"'    ^°V  '•""■■'=<1- "  You 

through  .he  .;r.  Tht  ts' sSd'?o  t le^'Sn'tS?  f  '""' 
Green,  Army  Service  Corns  who  r^r.    ■  .     '^>    Sergeant 

antagonist,  and  had  iLtandy  f^  ";  ^ctim"fo  h^if"?'""  ^''^  '^'^'  '^'^ 
^Irivers  of  the  batteries  we^e  ordered  to  in^''^"''t'"'"''''>'-  ^^"^ 
don't  dismount  graciouslv  to  order  nf  S  ^'"'''''T'  ^^^  ''^^  gunners 
its  course.     MaL  TavW  ?.         ^-   ^^^  ^''^'  ^'^^  ^'"^'.^^^^'y  P^'^sued 

ceeded  in  galb^  n^  I?  o  ^in  the  1"^  '^'  ^^'^"^1^  '^"^^•-^'•'  «"^- 
the  catastrophe      Meanwh^l     n\u'^'  commanding  Q  Battery  of 

r-gned  Hre^and  fury  and  he  hsh  of  r''"'/"^  P^^^^-^^'  «p'"'^ 
a  horse-another.  a'nother^  Vh:?  nnn  Xr  """•  ''°""  ^^'^"^ 
reehng  m  their  agony.      Many  in  T  s^rul^  ^'^'""'^  ^his 
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abou,  and  gallop.1  T^  ^^^  J  ^ fe  ^^^  u^ ^'  P  ^'""'^^ 
tl-I-s   tin-   gallant    Hl'lw  Zc  A,Hc^IvTr  ' '"rf '     ^7^'- 

of  fire  play  J^,  h?unl^i;  ":"::  IV"^  •'^"''  ^^"^ ■•«•  ^^^^^^'^^ 
overturned  and  ^qu<..Z^^^Z^''''^i'  entangled,  on  waggons 
together,  on  men  an  '^ve  lut  •  ^  .""^  '"'■'^'  '^"P^'e^-^'y  I'eaped 
The  heaving.  ^n^^r^Zr^T^  ''"''  ^''""^"'^'  '""  d^^^'^-gony. 

the  actors  then  selves         uckilv  .  n?^r^  r'f' p*^  ''^'  ''"°^'"  '^y  ^'^'^ 
human  inteUigence  to  gau 4  o^ilv  rcXV       ^  ''"^'^^"^^'  ^^"^vvs  each 
tragic  experience.     Th^^e  rrVrnm       I      "1  ^"V^""'  "'^  ^'^^  '^"^f"'  '" 
blood-batK:d  and  helpless  be.ieh  7      '*"'''  "^  wounded  men  lying 
stone  of  Sisyphus:  on^rsestrafutte;^^^^^^^^^^^  ^'^'^  ^^'^'^''^^^  ''""^^^ht 
despair,  which  petrified  tirtent  of  h.       ''"^"'^^^'-^^'"^  °<"  '-agonised 
blood  to  their  I  earts  rof  o.a      „d  ,,?      1  '"^  '""'  ^'^^  '^"'•••^'"  "f 
deah-ng  ugly  wounds.'  so  Z^  ^J^  ^^^^!"P^<^  -^d  kicked, 
from   under  them  could  crawl     o  „io  [      Snm  ""  '"''^'^'''^  °^'^ 

turned  -a  hopeless  bulk  of  ,V,Vn  1?  .  •"  ,  '^  "^  S""^  ^ere  over- 
others,  bereft'  of  their  drive  swte  ^'^^''^V'^.f  ^-"^^  '''  '^"^^'-^ ' 
maddened    teams    whose  li.nn?-    [-"^^^"i  '^•''"y  '"^°  ^P'^^^e  by 

stampede.  Seeing  irdisi't'ef  thev'hn^  '^1  .""^^'^  ^^^^  ^^ 
struggled  to  jret  bnci-  fn  r?^  ^    '"""^  P""^'^  °"t  to  left  and 

hands  of  the  Boers   tl    <=  ^1    '-k    .    ,     '^'"amed  powerless  in   the 
forced  to  witness!-  "'"''^'^  ''^"  '""'"^^^  ^'^ht  which  he  was 

three-ba"n\:d  Vts^of^USLt'^I^  T"  "?^"  ^'^  ^'^''^^  ^^  ^^e 
following  Roberts's  HorseTth;   I  ."'  "\"  'f^''^"'^'   ^^^'^^^  ««"• 

got  clear,  although  horses  and  ^en?^!!'-  "^"'^  ^'^  ^'^^"^ 

were  being  dragged  off  tlTnly '^t  Tt'hdr  V"'  ''^^"f 
faJI'  :g  wounded  by  the  wiv      Tl   .n  ^  c         .  ^^''"'^'   a"'"ials 

i-^  o  yards  from  the  snrult    whiil  '^  the  battery,  when  but 

Hmber^'^ndgointoncton  ;.W  '"""'^  '"'^  ^'■'"S  Po«''tion.  un- 
waggons  fro?.  c^TX  U^otVe'th^e"  "/'/°  "?"  ^^"^'•^^^^  -"^ 
sacrifice  F  don't  ifnow/    h'X'hrve  tint's  ^^^'^T  '^f  f  ^^'^- 

6  sergeant  ur  lieutenant, 
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f-.r  their  commanding  officer  had  been  left  behind  at  the  time      On. 

int..  the  1-  ncl.  of  rl,  ''"^  •^""'  ^'^"'^   ^^'»'"«  ^^re  si  .,t   fell 

yards  of  ,,?;„ru  ,      \\  lun    t    ff    ''"V  ■"  ''"""■  """^  wi'hin  300 

and  poured  a  heavy  fire  on  thV.  r-  i  •  .  ^  ^  ^^'^'^""^  P^'S'tion 
-shot,  over  went  a  mm  more  1 1?  f  ^'^'"8^  '  '"^•'^-  ^  wheel  horse  was 
useless,  but  s  i  f  the  Lms  tlvfr  '''P^^         "''"^'S^^"  u as  rendered 

o.nfusion  t  /t  e  sMter  TsomeTinT"-n-'''"  ^""°P^'^  ^'^''^"^^  »'^« 
railway  station    somrn.ov^kf    bu.ldmgs   part  of  an  unfinished 

-rving  the  guns  tino^l^Z^:''^^^:;:^^^'''"^  '" 
assailed   by  a  terrific  cros^  fir^   T\  i     ,,        "^*-  ^  I^'i"t.'ry  was 

Kunners  a^l  hor'sb^ne  thinned  S  th^  '  "  T""^'"'  ''  '^- 
riderless  steeds  and  disnTounted  nnd  hV  hl^?  "'''  '^^"''"^  '"'^'^ 
|)icture  of  writhing  agony  and  stern  ll'u''  T""'  P-^^sented  a 
equ^dled.      But  th!  sp^nd^-reffo^uLl'gSVSt  '^'^  "'^^"^  ^^^" 

ralliS^:r:S;ts^;:^^^;'rr'"".^^  thewhole^brce 
•oth  Hussars  were  off  i^onedection  n^^V^^hold  avalry  and  the 
mounted  infantry  in  another  m.k  n^'  R'nimgton's  .couts  and  the 
the  left  where  their  postion  wn..l7l  ,  T"'"',  [''"S^  S''^""^  «" 
retreat  found.  Meanwhile  O  R  ^  ">  ^'^^^'I'^'l^'^'  ^nd  a  line  of 
away  at  the  Du  chmen  Ih-P  T  •'"^'^  ^'■^'"  ^'^  ^'"  '^^o"  Pounded 
'o-Kl  a  p™"Strr'7own  th'""'"^""  ^'^^^^^-^I-ter,  ?C.R.K.. 
by  which  it  was  possible  to  .ff.'P''"''  "^^^"P'^d  I  v  the  enemy 
~  of  the  artiR^ry  t;^^^;HL  tlT "  Ins^^Sn^  ^^"'^^"^^ 

coyer  as  much  .s  possible.     In  that  mv  rl^  Prefernnft;  to  keep  unde^ 

'"•antry  deployed  and  engaged  the  Boer  IZ'^'/'f^P'^"     "^''^  '"^""^^d 

-.     My  eapt;.s  d:;^ife:.^,S^-  --J^^^ 
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'ues      Thl    ™  "  'I"""-%1",  and  n,e„  LndZM"*  """'  ""'''"Sh  their  drill 

-^7^"].^^  Major  Phipps  Hornby 

the  teams  of  uninjured  hores  stood  tl  •  "^^T'^  '^>'  '^^"^  ^^  where 
Then  such  gunners  as  renvi?neH    .c-.^r"^  ^^'^  ^^^^'^n  buildings 
the    Burma;  Mounted    Infantry  Ind   di^^  '''f  t^'^^^'"-^  ^"^  --^of 
Hornby  and  Captain  Humphreys  hit      r"^''    ^>^    ^^^J^'"    Phipps 
battery)  succeed'ed  in  runZg  baU  fourtf  r'""'"^  "'^^-^  ^^  ^'e 
it    s  said  the  guns  would  never  h-tk         ^^^  ^""'^  ""^^r  shelter 
action  of  the  officers  and  men  of  he  r'"  1f/"^  ^"^  ^^'^  ^''^'  gallant 
when  nearly  every  gunn^rwas  £n  ^"™f  ^''""'^^  ^"^^"trjf  who 
under  the  heaviest  fire,  fn  dr.L  " ''^Ik^^'""^^^;^^'  ^"^  sucJ^eded' 

ottrR'''^^.^^"--h'"eStli?h^tT"%^^"'^  by  hand  to  a 
of  the  Burma  Mounted  Infantry  w'skilW  ^^T"^^"^  ?•  C  Grover, 
the  limbers  were  thus  valiantlv  wT  Mr  7'°"S:h  one  or  two  of 

of  shot  and  shell,  the  exhau  K^n  f^'^d'v' •  ^  P^'-'^ect  cyclone 
n  the  remaming  limbers  or  tl  e  fifrh       "^"""^J^  '^possible  to  drag 
the   horses    had   also  to  be  r  sked     ^","-     """^""  ^^'"'S^  faih'ng^ 
dnvers    volunteered    to    plunge   S'-'u    ^'^'^^^^^  ^^^^"-^J  gallam 
They   got    to    work    grandlv"  th'n     l^       '"'°    '^^    '^^"'^h    vortex 
agony  and  man  after  mirhi/r^^'J'^'''^'^    ^''opped    in    death 
-erring  and  copious  fi/    ^f^Xe  Du^  i""'  "^^  P'"'^^  ^^  ^y  d  e 
the  names  of  a  1  the  dor^o,,.  f  ,r'^'^'^P"-     ^t  is  difficult  to  jret 
their   hands  on   that  cfjat  T  t   d     7r  ^'^^  '^^'■'•'■«'   ^heir  lives^hi 
and  Driver  Glasock   were  chosen  T^/   '^''^'   ^^^   G"""-'"   Lodge 
who  .mmortalised  themsdv^s^^S  ^^  -P-entatives  of  th cS  | 

g   ^^'"'-''  the  Victoria  Cross.     Of 
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Bombardier  Gudgeon's  magnificent  energy  enough  cannot  be  said 
Une  after  another  teams  were  shot,  but  he  persisted  in  his  work  of 
gettmg  fresh  teams.     Three  times  lie  strove  to  roll  a  gun  to  a  place 
of  safety,  and  on  the  third  occasion  was  wounded.     The  splendid 
discipline  of  the  gunners  was  extolled  by  every  eye-witness,  and  the 
way  the  noble  fellows,  surrounded  with  Boer  sharpshooters,  stood 
to  the  guns  was  so  marvellous,  so  inspiriting,  that  even  the  men  who 
were  covering  the  retirement,  at  risk  of  their  lives  were  impelled 
to  rise  and  cheer  the  splendid  action  of  the  glorious  remnant.     The 
correspondent  of  The  Times  declared  that  "When  the  order  came 
lor  the  guns  to  retire,  ten  men  and  one  officer  alone  remained  upon 
their  feet,  and  they  were  not  all  unwounded.     The  teams  were  as 
•shattered  as  the  gun  groups.     Solitary  drivers  brought  up  teams  of 
four— in  one  case  a  solitary  pair  of  wheelers  was  all  that  could  be 
ound  to  take  a  piece  away.     The  last  gun  was  dragged  away  by 
hand   until    a   team    could    be   patched   up   from    the   horses    that 
remained.     As  the  mutilated   remnant  of  two  batteries  of  Horse 
Artillery  tottered  through  the  line  of  prone  mounted  infantry  cover- 
ing  Its  withdrawal,   the  men  could  not  restrain   their  admiration. 
Ihough  ,t  was  to  court  death  to  show  a  hand,  men  leaped  to  their 
feet  and  cheered  the  gunners  as  they  passed.     Seven  guns  and  a 
baggage  train  were  lost,  but  the  prestige  and  honour  of  The  country 
vTfoTnf  •  /'^^^""^  had  been  extricated.     The  mounted  imantry 
had  found  a  line  of  retreat,  and  total  disaster  was  avoided.     But  the 
fighting  was  not  over.     The  extrication  of  a  rearguard  in  the    rom 
of  a  victorious  and  exultant  enemy  has  been  a  difficult  and  a  delicate 
ask  in  the  history  of  all  war.     In  the  face  of  modern  weapons  it  is 
fraught   with    increased   difficulties.      For   two   hours    RTnrgton's 
Scouts  the  New  Zealand  Mounted  Infantry,  Roberts's  Horse  and 
the    3rd    Regiment   of   Mounted    Infantry  covered   each   oth;r"n 

thTrAfT''''  f"'  """>'  ^^""P^^  ^°--^  -d.  dismoundng,  ^ngag  S 
tfiem,  often  at  ranges  up  to  300  yards." 

^Jl^  ^""'^^  was  surrounded  by  the  enemy  on  all  sides,  and  there 
was  no  resource  but  to  fight  through-the  cavalry  and  mounted 
infantry  taking  a  line  towards  a  drift  on  the  south.  Roberts^Horse 
made  a  gallant  and  desperate  effort  to  outflank  the  Dutcl  men  and 

onsid'erl^e'  skSf  '''^''''f!  -^Tfc  "'^'^  magnificent  dash  Ld 
TWs  retTreln.  "'  ^""^^^^^   ^   ^^^jdinR   back    the  hostile   horde. 

1  his  retirement  was  no  easy  matter,  for  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
Federals  was  exceptionally  favourable  to  them.  To  the  north  he 
spruit  twisted  m  a  convenient  hoop,  which  sheltered  them  to  he 
south  was  the  embankment  of  the  railway  in  course  of  construe^ 

.on  ;  from  these  points  and  from  front  and  rear  the  enemy  wastwe 

"7SZTr^   '"""7'  '"  ¥"^^  ^^^  h--^  ^h-  disconS  t  oops 
fortunately,    in  the  end,   Colvile's    Division,   which  had  be^en 
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making  its  way  from  Bloemfontein,  arrived  in  time  to  check  the 
venrth".  ^'^^"- J""?"^"^  ^^--^^-'  though  some  hours  too  late  to  ± 
vent  the  enemy  from  capturing  and   removing   the  waggons  S 

ling  on  etw'herf  ^^ '""^K^^'^^r^"^^^  ^'^'^'-^^  ^-^  was 
j,uing  on  elsewhere.      I  he  members  of  the  Armv  Medical  Cnmc 

w.th  the  coolness  peculiar  to  them,  were  expos.S  themselvesTd 
rushmg  to  the  assistance  of  the  wounded.  nianyS  stricken 
down  m  the  m.dst  of  their  splendid  labours.  Roberts's  Horse  ni.H^ 
themselves  worthy  of  the  noble  soldier  who  godfathered  ^em  and 
one--a  trooper  o  the  name  of  Tod-a  pmdigrof  va bu "  Vode 
Srl^adTeid^t  :f  V?  r"'  of  th/woun5ed.\;nd  re'ur'ned 
fi^e  of  the  foe     If   ?/\^^'P>^«  "^^V"  ^''  ^™^-  ""de*-  the  fierce 

Splendid  actions  followed  one  another  with  amazing  persistence 

man  after  man  and  otficer  after  officer  attempting  dee^ds^^f  dfr"n? 

each  of  which  in  themselves  would  form  the  foundation  of  an  he  ofc 

ale.     Lieutenant  Maxwell  of  Roberts's  Horse,  from  the  very  teeZf 

he  enemy  dragged  off  a  wounded  man-a  lad  who!  b^^he    fme 

iot  hfm  irr^'  5^f  '■""?^-u    ^"^  "^^  >'-"g  ^"bakern  pL^y 

flive      The  Duke     %'"t^  l^^  ^t  fP^^  ^^^^  from  the  fiery  ^oZ 

m1  A        u        ^^  ""^  ^^''^  ^'^o  '■"Shed  to  the  succour  of  Lieutenant 

Meade,  who  was  wounded  (a  bullet  cutting  off  his  finder  and  derc.W 

his  thigh),  gave  up  to  him  his  horse  and  removed  him  f  om  thTscenS 

of  danger      At  the  same  time  Colonel  Pilcher  was  gXndy  resS 

Corporal  Packer  of  the  ist  Life  Guards.     Major  Boodi    Nortnun^^ 

wittfot'^^^ttr  nrd''^'■'^  ''^^^^'^  '"^^^^'^y  hoSngTposltTon 
wicn  lour  others,  in  order  to  cover  the  retreat. 

were  ma3e  of  ^he'he'l'n'^  v\'''r'^  '^'^  '^^  ^'^^^^^  '^^  ^'"ff  they 
Bridsh  hearts  The.  I  '5  •''"^'  '^^""'^''""^  ^'^^  the  doughtiest 
Dritisn  hearts.  I  hey  plunged  into  action— so  dashindv  indeed  that 
the  Boers  very  nearly  mopped  them  up.  But  CoS  Henrv  was 
equal  even  to  the  skittish  foe.  and  contrived  to  entertain  the  Dut^h! 

werete^fifht  r;  H  '^'"^  '  ^^^  '''''  ^^^"^-"^  ^'^  Colonials 
A    1  ^  ^^"*  °^"  salvation 

bv  ^4  cavSr7""TF'\^'''"^'  ""u^  ^°"°^^^  '^^  ^'"^  ^^  "-^treat  taken 
aLrnife   Po  ^'    '     ^^  ^^^P'  '^^"^  conducted  their  retirement  by 

nuster  .nd  T"'-''  '\'''  'rP^"y  ^^'^'"^  "P  its  duties  without 
tluster,   and    covering   the  other  company's  retirement  with   ereat 

S'jthe'fo  ce '"  ""'^'  ^,"1^"'^"'  ^^°P-  T'-  -arvetusfoS- 
ness  ot  the  force  was  particularly  amazing,  as  every  xran   w.VK  .K« 

Boers  still  at  h.s  heels,  believed  himself  to  be  " 
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^  S'",  I'^ffl  '''''''^1  """  ''^"'  "^  '°"*^"''"-      ^"  «"^  regiment,  consisting 
of  1 1  officers  and  200  men   two  officers  were  kill?d.  four  wounded 
and  sixty-six  men  killed  and  wounded.  ""uta, 

.n/'Tf  fT^^  '°''''  P'^'^  ''"'■'"^  ^'^^^^  ^^'"""  '^o"'-«  in  the  donga, 
a  Lr  "'q  •  ^TP"'  ^^••\"^^de.  One  trooper  was  seized  onfj 
a  Boer  "Surrender,"  cned  the  Dutchman,  but  before  another  word 
could  be  uttered,  the  troopers  sabre  whistled  from  its  sheath  and 
he  Boer  was  dead.  Another  who  was  wounded  got  off  as  he  said 
"by  the  skin  of  his  teeth."  He  had  become^^med  under  i 
waggon  m  company  with  a  Boer-who  had  crebt  there  for  cover- 

Ano  her  of  the  Household  Cavalry,  when  summoned  to  suiS 

.ttt\trh,L\rirj°rhi:uX'r "'  '^^  -"^^^ 

■  ca.,e  Yw?St  «^,^ilHtrforote?.!^hreeX^^''th!  ^ 
went  on  for  half-an-hour  incessantlv      The  rnn,  r  .        ,      ""^ 

very   quickly,    followed    by  TCntld    San  r^^^^  ^^  fe""^'.;:^,^ 

moved'o'nL'Th   '•''"'•  '""i'  ^"'  °"^>^  ^^  -"'^  was  k^ed     We 

St  flank      tL    'P'""  ""^  "^^'^  '^'''  '■'  ^y  ^^^^'^'^  from  our 
right  flank.     Tne  convoys  were  on  the  brink  of  the  drift      Some 

"hem    wheT^^  "'fi'  '.'^"'">^  '"''''''S'  ^"^  «"«•  artillery  clo.e  on  to 
tnem,  when  a  terrific  fire  came  from  the  snruit      Th^  TI  R../ 

fthem.  but  the  ri^er  twktJi  In  'u''^'',^."^  ^^  ^°P^^  to  enfilade 

fere  ^ith  smokele4  pSe,      VVe"'^    '  ''r  n  "  •^'"r^^•^'^  '^  '^^^^e 
'fbr  f.ur  miles  ^o^^tJ^^^^Z^^^^^ll^^  SS 

ri 
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ground.     The  shelling  was  nios  ?'^ '?^"'  ^"""1  '^,'^^"  ^^ey  hit  the 
st.ll  for  twenty  minute!  a  living  tlr^t"^'    "  "'^  ^^^^  '«  ^^^"^  q-^'e 

5^v^tSw^SeSt^^:?^;-f !'-  "--nth  century. 
Among  other  things  he  said  1  ''''^''  ^^'^  ^^'•'«"«  experiences. 

'  Oh ;  ^tt::  i^r  nTervttoV- "  °f  ^  ^'^^  i^'^  ^^^^^  -voy. 

came  up  to  the  Colonel  '<  VVeVe  ^l  vn  ^''^'y^^/y-  Two  mJn 
surrender,"  say  thev  inrl  kI    i       ^      ^,°"  surrounded,  you'd  better 

rrom  us.  B^rs^'appTared^  itXnTfh^P  I"  ''''  ^t' '^^^y  ^ 
l^head.  -Files  about,  gallop  I'veKhl^"'^^"  ^  /^""^'"^^  y^'^-^s 
iiim  immediately.)  ^     ^'     ^^"^  ^''^  adjutant.     (They  dropped 

(or^luTp:^'"!^;/--^^^^^^^  of  my  section 

a.r.  on  the  ground,  everywhere    'he  whnl       '?,''  ''^''^''"^  '"  ^^e 
no.se  as  of  thorns  crackling  or' the  cmcks  7     .''^'  ''■f'^''"^'  ^ 
gee-gee    usually  slow)  went  well   c^    ?     ,  ?^  "^  '^^^^V  ^hip.     My 
and  actually  to^k  alterTump  '  fZ^JT^^U^'  K^''''  '^^-^^  i 
my  right  hand,  which  stil  Tdd  th.  f         ^""^"^  "^^  '^^'"^^'^  °"  with 
knuckles  would  surely  geerwd^  ^^"^^:Post,  and  I  thought  my 
in  a  cross-nre  now  as  well^nnH      ^  ^  ''""^^     ^'^^^  ^^re  pouring 
of  the  Mauser  buLt  (th:  cr^kleTe'l  '""'  ^  '^^f  ^  '^'  ---"- 
very  exhilarating ;  the^  "!l  I  on  and  H,^  S       ''^','  ^^^  '^"°^)-     ^'  ^as 
and  whistle.      I  jump.d'l.  dead  ^t'^^"  f,''V^^'^^^"^«  ^'^°"^  -"d  sing 
up  B.,  who  is  one  of  my  section  ''  'nimediately  caught 

and;ltoc!;;7roLltte"the"ther  ""b'  ^^^  ^  "^'^^  -^>'  by  then, 
plain  was  dotted  with  men  nnS  anybody  was  forming  upf    The 

was  yelling.  <  Whin  do  ^e  it  up?^  't'^T  I'T"     ^--body 
runnmgaway.     At  about  one  mHe  we  fJ""  ?'' '■^'^".'' '"^^^'^'^  ^h^" 
rear,  and  from  the  place  we  had  cnm?r     """^"^  "P  again.     From  the 
there  came  a  noise   as  of  thousand.  oT'  u-^  ^'-T  '^^  ''^^^'^  bed. 
Nme  (?)  of  our  guns   were  caDtureH     .1      'b'Pwnghts    hammering 
intervals.     My  squadron  was  C  to  !'  r"'^'"!"§^  '^'^^  ^'^^  ^t 
he  New  Zealanders.      H^re  wl  d Im?  !  ^?xf'"°"  °"  '^'^  ^^ft  of 
holding  the  horses),  and  went  up  as  .T    "^    -^^^  ^  '^^  ^^^^^  section 
and    I600  yards.     The    Tene  S  p4ed  "^  F ''  T^'  '?°°'  ^^oo. 
warm  corner.?'  says  he  to  the   bu^Xr       •of'"''  ^'""   '"  ^"^'^   ^ 
chap,   qu.te  cheerfully  and   un'ruthllTv      T^e   T'    'Y'  ^'^^  ^'""'^ 
augh.ng,  that  /.^  hadn't.     I  felt  sorrv  fnV  J        S^l'^''^'    remarked. 
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papers,  '  Nouvelle  defaite  des  Anglais  !     Yah  ! '     It  was  the  jrreatest 
fun  out,  barnng  the  loss  of  the  guns  and  men.     For  we  vfere  no 
losmg  a  s.tuat.on  o    strategic  importance  or  anything  of  that  kind 
1  he  Boers  had  colared  our  blankets  and  things,  b?t  we  chucS 
at  tl^  thought  of  what  they  would  suffer  if  they  ev  .  slept  in  'em  '' 

Sergeant-Major  Martin,  who,  with  Major  Taylor  (commandinL. 
Phipnf  Sir  "?^?"^^' J"  ---S  Colinel  Ro'chfoSa""  M^o? 

eIuII    a         I  f^  •'''''"■  ^'^PS^''   ^"'^   ^1^"«   assisting   to    save   O 
battery,  described  his  experiences:—  ^ 

"  A  Boer  commander  stepped  out  and  confronted  the  Maior  with 

to  shoot  us  down  if  we  had  attempted  to  fight,  ordered  the  Maior  o 
surrender,  and  also  the  battery.  The  bitterv  h.^  n^.v?  ^  I 
ever  to  do  anything.  As  the  t'rap  w:"  lairso'wetll  -n^^it"  Now 
round  n''^"'  T  '^l^'"^  ^°  '^'  ^^^'^  commander,  I  u  ned  my  ho^re 
ea  of^ou^baUerV^  Wh'"t  ''''\^''"'^  ^"^  "^^^^^^  quietl/to  the 
Igalt^d^f^r":?  -.a^trrt  trtd  T;  ^^^el  Pt"^"  T  \''' 
^'^  B-ery  were  alf^rnl;:^^  iX^nlrdT  ^d^te^ 

t-r  fn  ti^  dtc^ir;^  lalTa  Stol  Xthil  ^^  I  't  '''^ 

galloped  away;  byTome  m^S'or^o  iLrT^s';^^^ 

possession  of  it,  still  under  this  heavy  fire  Tnd  CI  ^"        r  °°'' 

following  the  cavalrv    who  l!J  ^  ^^^"^  ^°'"  ^'^^"^  ^'^  "^'^es. 

A.  N.  Rochfort,  Royal  Horse  ArtillefvS' n^n"'^'^  ^^^^^  Brevet-Colonel 
lery -Captain  G.  Humphreys.  L^^^^^^^^^  R^  a  '."""^  ^°^"'  "°'"^^  A^"'' 

Peck,  Lieutenant  D.  J.  Murch  LSenn".  i  l'  Af"iore  Lieutenant  H.  R. 
(aitached).  Royal  Hor!e  r'n.rH  i "  ^^  ^^  ^^'*''^'  Tasmanian  Artillery 
Roberts's  Hors?_Maior  1  W  p!rVn''''TT  ^'^^  "«"•  ^^  ^-  ^eade^ 
Lieutenant  H.  A.  A. 'Dartey  Lieutenant 'w^'h  ^Tt  ^'''--g^-  Smith, 
Infantry.-Major  D.  T  Crukkshank  ,ni  v'  '  i?"  .^"■'^"'ood.  Mounted 
Russell-BrownUoy^l  Muns"er  Fus^k'  r  r  •  T""  R^F'!^""''  Lieutenant  F. 
Light  Infantry  VsinSdead)f'rieutenanthr"H"n"M^-  ?"  ^?'''''  Shropshire 
M^^«««'^«'  <,;,^  W«V;<r_taDtain  P    n   n       ^''"'  Northumberland  Fusiliers. 

Hawkins.     J/m/«,..^Lieutenant    H    R    l7'  ^'^"*S"'"',  ","^  Quartermaster 
.,      i-ieutenant    H.  R.  Home.      Royal  Horse  Artillery- 
's ^' 
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Sttam  f""  l"c'  LkS"'  ";•  "•  ^-  ^''"<^'  Lieutenant  F   H    G  Stan. 
Lieutenant    H.'s"" ^^'^ "Vn';---''-or "c'  ^-'l^'^H-^  ^"^'    - 
Lieutenant    H.  T.  Can'tan.      ist   Yorkshire   liS.V'f'    ^'s'"    Infantry.-. 

-issl^g/Tep^^L -'I'llffi^'^,, --i;^  350,    including    .00 

Lord    Roberts^  e    in    ted     t^at   8<L\"   '^'"'"^''^   °^  ^'^^    -"^m^^ 
declared  he  had  only  a  bo  "t   ,'400^,/^    '°'°°°'    -^ile    De    u4 

MurchlrSnd';d'";':,  V^^^^^^^^^^^  f^-k.  Ashn^ore. 

The  whole  of  the  Vr"evou^  Sn      M       ^P^'^^''  '"'^«'"ff- 
gallant  doctors  in    endfnT^he  nt  ^  '''^y  ^^'^'■""°"  ^^^  ■'^P^"t  by  the 
who  lay  helpless  in  S;;*^  "'"."[y  ""^  "^^-"^  ^^ .our  brave  wounded 
the  tin  houses,  and  theTork  of  b.L''"''  '""T^  '°  ^'^^  ^h^'^-^  of 
was  pursued  without  a  nTomen^'s  r.?     n'"^'  and  extracting  bullets 
sufferers  from  the  neighbouH  ooTof  tE       "•     ^^'^^^^v^^  of  the 
was  a  so-     task.  andtL  si-K.fn       '^'T  °"  '^^  ^^Y  follomng 
party  was  one  which  was  SiockinJ^'toT'^  "self  to  the  ambulancf 
spruit  itself  the  wreckate  of  T.        ^   ? ^f  ?'''  '^^''gotten.     In  the 
Boers  covered  mosfof lL  scTnf  ^ndtr^  '^'^  been  looted  by  the 
horses   and  cattle    maimefl  ^  ^^i  !  f  'nterspersed  with  them  were 

ghastlycompanionsl  ^wereZ  btdes'o?    f'^'"   ^T''^  '^^^^'   ■" 
waggon-drivers.      The    hW    wound.M  """  '^'"''^''^  '-^"^  ^lack 

d.sastrous  vicinity  in  an  bSc^s  u..f  ""^'^  '^u"^^^^^  ^''^"^  ^he 
under  the  covering  fire  of  tit  ln.l?^°"'  ^'"''"§^'^^  '■°'-  ^^em 
river  and  deterred  the  enemv'frnn;  ^'^  '^^P'  '^^  '^"^^^  of  the 
sage  of  the  melanchSy":"^.  The  ReS"^  ''  ^'°^^  ^^^  P^^ 
viciously  from  adjacent  knnlS  K  ^^ ''^.  .^^P^b  icans,  however,  fired 
of  the  operations^  ^^^"'  ^'''  ^'^'^^"^  disturbing  the  progress 

left  BLrfonSrnrLc;^^^^^^^  -'?  iY^^"'^  Brigade,  had 

and  Sanna's  Post,  and  keen  an^ev^       T  'u^  ^^^^^^'^  ^^'^^^^  Glen 

Boers.     The  enemy?  on  th?  ?ata7la^n  f'^^-  f"^r«^<^hments  of  the 

waterworks,   thus  Ling    he  iihabitlnt' 7  Bl '^^'^^ 

back  on  some  insanitary  wells  ar-f  ...K  A  ?     Bloemfontein  to  fall 

vvorks  had  been  erected      He^e  on  fh.'  ^^"'^  ^^^  ^'^'"^  '^'^  ^^'^'- 

they  left  li  officers  and  to  m^n     ^f ^"■,  ^7f  ^ure  for  Ladybrand, 

fray  and  whom  the^^'^ltLss  considered  '•  ^f  ^o-^ed'in  the 

to  their  future  movements      Th^r.  ""^''^  ^^  ^"  encumbrance 

Bloemfontein.      '''^^'"^"^^-     These  were  conveyed  by  ambulance  to 
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Disaster  at  Koorn  Spruit 

Stat^^c^mn^mS   ll'Si:.^:^?/  ""^  "T't  ^'^^  ^^^  ^- 
wherein  the  ambuscade  ^Ic        whose   farm    overlooked    the    spruit 

the  oath  trrett'To  hrs  ^^"^Y  ■/'"'  g-'ven  up  arms  and  taken 

he  led  the   Hoers  to  the  -m?i;      I?  T  '"^  ''"^  ""^  ^'^^'  ^'^^ster 
oers  to  the  attack,  wh-.le  the  members  of  his  family 


-Ma.  Illustrating  the  M„.,tary  Operat.ons  to  t„k  <;   ,       r. 

were  nr^.^-  """"  ^  "'•■  «LOEMFONTEIN. 

were  promment  among  the  looter.;  nf  1-1,0  1     , 

tales  of  cruelty  and  ill-treatment  and  i^eZh  ^^F°"^-     ^'^'' 

Boers  were  well  authenticated      It  Lueles.^7  °"  '''\P^"  °^  ^^e 
circumstances  are  merely  not^H  tiM^  ^°.  ""^P^^^  ^^em,  but  the 

«  of  policy  which  was  nISated  T'th?  "^P'^"^^r  f^-"  ^  change 
J  change  which  was.  unfbrtu^  e  y  adoo  ed  rV^  '^^  ^"^"^^^ 
I  ^-d  been  made  in  the  cause  of  forbearance.''^^  """"^  """''y'' 

15 


The  Transvaal  War 


M  ■  I 


THE    KEDDKRsiJURi;  MISHAP 

f'cen  posted  there  by  cJiier  G^t-  '  t'^'^^'^V^^"^  ^'^^ch  had 
came  in  for  anollier  pieVe  of  L-l^  f  '.  -'f  *'".  ''^^'  ^''^  "'"  ^P*"'' 
loss  of  three  con.panierof  I^^Irish  Rif t'.:'^  "T  ^''''^  '"^  ^'^  ^^  ^^e 
the  Northumberland  FusihCiS  ''"''  ''""  ^«'"Panie.s  of 

1  he    unfortunate    occurrf-nrp    f,^.j.      i 

somewhat  to  ,l,e  ea«  ^Be  "nic  R,ilK^"s;'T'''  ''^''"''^"'S' 
infantry,   consistin<r  of  thro,.   ^  Kailvvay    Station.     A  party  of 

two  co^^panies  ohhe  nSuTZV"?  r^  '1">'^''  '■"'"'^'^  ^''f^-^  ^"^1 
occupation  of  Dewetsdom  and  n  1  ^^"''''^'■''  ^'^^  '^^'^  been  in 
the  iast  of  the  I'Vee  State  teo?^^  ""]  ""  Pacification  mission  on 
Reddersburcr,  a  place  sitim.d  t  'f^''"'  ""  ^'^^  3rd  to  retire  to 

fontcin  and'fifty Vn,-]es  fl^nf i  "%''^'"^-'^^  '"'''^^  f'-^"^  "loen? 
had  taken  up  l2  1  e  d-niar?  ,s  P'l'n^  h"'""'  "'^^''^  ^--^'  ^atacre 
said,  took  a  someXt^  uiius^^^^^^  .1  /'''"■  '"^^{''^"i^'^t  the  troops,  it  fs 
court,  ran  risk  of  dt^.^  AnvT.v '  T^  t'^  '^  ^'^^^  ^'^  ""^ 
four  miles  to  the  east  TtL.v  ^7^ ''^'.  ^''^^  '^'^^  ^"-^^v^^^'d  about 
they  were  surprised  ro  dtove';"^''^^  when,  at  Mosterts  Hok, 
Boers.     They  were  stiU   u.T  •  '^^"2^    '^^''^^   ^^  ^onie    2500 

themselves  w'errur.xlZTcd'Z"^  ^"^'^^^^'    "'^'^^   ^^^ 

of  little  reserve  anmuSn  L  V'.  f ''^'  ^'"^'  ^^'''^  P^^^^^^ed 
three  or  four  forn.-dab le  gu";  Tims  the"!>  "."''  ?''"''^^^  "'''^ 
was  alarming.  Our  men  comnnri-  1'  r  '''";^''""  ^''oni  the  first 
hedged  in  b^y  an  ovSst  SS  ^  '^-[^v  T'-  17  '"'""-^'^^-^ 
position  on  a  peaked  hill  risin"  Ttt  V  ^r^'"^'''^'  o^^P^ed  a 
seamed  with  dry  nullahs  Tl  efe  nnn  1  f  ^  of  ground  sliced  and 
once  seized  by  t'he  Bot  and  Sly'S"  utT  ""rf''^  T^  ^' 
under  cover  of  the  don<T-is    rr^n.V  .    T-       ^  ^"^  Dutchmen, 

kopje.  surrounding^•t'^ncrpoSg  ^^^o^^i^^f  ''''t  °'  ^'^^ 
exposed  force.     In  no  time  rhl^Lo  r         '^'"e-fire  on  the  small 

sides,  and  there  was  no    esou  ie  k^ Tfi"(  ^r^'  T'  ^""''^^  «"  ^" 
nately.   as   British  amnnmk  '  n  w      v    -^^^  ''""V^^h.     But  unfortu- 

keptVell  out  of  ran^^n    hat^ouldT''?  "'^   '^''   ^^^''^  ^^'^y 
tilities  in  the  hone  tlv  f  1  1  ^^  ^'""^  "^^^  ^^  prolong  hos- 

Bethanie  to  cc^^^^  to    J'/,:  %/'-j^;^  enable   reinforce^nents^rom 

Boers,   grasping  the  sit^aS.^^.tlferd'rurtl  "!'"""     I^' 
nearer  and  nearer.     With  the  dn=L   ^      .'^^"'^age   and   approached 

the  foe  enfilading  them  from  thn,  T'"^,  ^V-"^  ^«'^^'  ^Soo  of 
may  be  imacri„ed  was^n  n  I.  r  1  "''''•  t^  ^"^'^^'  P^S'"t'"on.  as 
Irish  Rifles'^d  spaced  the  nnt^^  ^^  ''" -■  i^^^^'^^'^eless'.  the  R^yal 
like  bricks."  someone  said    T.T\  '^""^  u^  dare-devilry-.' fought 

attacks  of  shot  a^TZri^^^Slnlr  ill'StSr  '''  '-'^''"'       ^ 
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commenced  to  p<nuid  their    , re'  wi?h        i"^   '"Z^^*^^  ^'^^  '"•''""iph. 
parched  and  ahnost  a.nmm,i  Scss    r  "^'"^  "'^'""'■'  ^^ile  ou; 

alternately  n,u,du  and  prayed  fo'^eiie"''"'  '"  "  ^'''"^"^  ^"""^^''•y. 

Meanwhile  the  news  of  thn  J      i  '   • 
General  Gatacre.  on  ^^If^^^^ZT''^  r^^'^-'  Lord  Roberts, 
ceed  from   Springfontein     ^t^         .       .^'■.'''  ""^'^  ^''^'^^^d  to  pro- 
landers  were  despatche    from     1      ^T'   '''^''"'   ^'^^  Cameron    HU- 

General  Gatacre    whT  ^^'".^'"/°'!^^''"  '«  Bethanie.  ^ 

mounted  infantry  under  Co  oner'sitwel  'll  ^  ""  '^'r"*^^  ^"'-^''^  ^^ 
burg  to  the  succour  of  the  deMrhn,  1'  r^  T'''''^'^"'  ^''^"  Eden- 
4th.  Colonel  Sitwell  Imvi  ^u-^^.^J"  ^"/^  .  ^"  ^^e  morning  of  the 
from  Mosierts  Hok.  heard  soumknf  "':,''''" '^"'  '^""i^'  fifteen  miles 
ll-'Iicvrng  that  the  en..  Jement  wt  '''''^^'''^'  '"  ''^^  ^'«'^"''^^-.  and 
the  rescue.  But  with\|^e  snTa  j  ror,?"'."?  •""/•  P'^P""  ^'  '^  '^^^  to 
.mpossible  to  try  a  frontal  aTtack  nd  1  '^  ^"P°'"''  ^^  ^^^'""^  '^ 
to  get  round  the  enemy/  Sh^knkTh^  '"  "'""^^  '-^^  '''"^'"P^ 
successful,  for  a  party  of  hidden  R.  r  ^  manoeuvre  was  un- 
Reddersburg,  ass^ileS  him  and '^^rcerhi^t"  %•  "P^^  ^  -*  °^ 

mam  column  should  come  to  ht       ■  ^?  •"^^"'^  »"«*  '  the 

Gatacre  had  reacherSe  ^cene  /.o  r'"'    ^"^  '^r'^^  ' 
had  been  enacted  the  r  ^ra-     u  i  ?'^°  ^■^^'  »"  the  4th)  t' 

small  and  vaIor;':s%;rM;lt"H^^^^^^  on  thetra^y.  "  Th: 
had  been  fighting  and  were  at  las   s  ns  w.^-  '^'''^  '^^"''^ 

everything  in  fact,  had  been  fbrce^to  s^r -'r"' \^ 
was  to  be  seen.    The  unfortunate  band    ^!       f  u^°  ^'§^"  ^^  '^^^ 
of  the  fatal  exploit  at  Stormbera         ^^"^  °^  ^'^^"^  the  survivors 

anstocratical  pn'son-houselThe  '^7dd  Sch^^  °"p''^^'''  "^^  ^°  ^^at 
General  Gatacre,  findinc.  fMrfk!       I   ^^''^  ^^  Pretoria. 

townof  Reddersburg.  Se  fe'fin?'^^^^^^  ^'^^^  «^^"Pie^  the 
flag,  and  were  making  themseives  c^n  i^''  u^.°'''^^  ^^e  Free  State 
the  Boer  banner  wasLn  S^^wn^^^^^^^^^  Q^'^^Iy 

durmg  the  operations  the  General  ni-.n?'°"  •^^"'^  •"""  "P'  ^^oug^ 
He  was  fired  at  from  a  house  bu  ?ortZ/, '''"P"^  assassination, 
scratch  on  the  shoulder  fortunately  escaped  with  only  a 

to  .11  Tlcf  Xtthf  ^e-nlmrwt-l^^^'^^'-^r-'  ^^  -ing 
surrounding  the  town,  th^fo^c?  anH^  '"•  '"  ^''"^^^'°"«  ^"^ 
Bethanie,    and    there    encamoed  V  P"soners   returned   to 

Details  regarding  the  movemems  of  th^r  ^^^^''l.^ver  the  rail 
were  given  by  I  correspoS  in  the  >^^V"'?'/  ^'"'"^^"^  ^^Y 
version  throws  a  somewh^Lt  deprk^^  Hg!^"^^  .r^'^^^^^^^^  ^^os^ 
P-:>.mg  affair.     The  writer  declared  tha?-  ^""iciently  de- 

vot  '^'''    ''''''    ^--   with   a   brigade  division   of  artillery 
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too  late,  and  was  then  nnf  pv«„  on       j  column  arrived  just 

release  the  prisoners  who  w?r^  5  7^  '°  P"f  "^  ''^^  ^"^"^y  ^"^ 
have  been  huS  aLg  '\re "elt?^^^^^^^^  ^°"''  "°^  pf ''^'y 

side  the  town  of  Redde?sbu  g  duringmo  t  of  the  dr""."^^  °"^- 
ordered  to  return  to  Bethan.V  hZ  Su  -l-  r^'  ""^^  ^'^^"  ^^s 
with  the  horses  and  me^  dr2  ^J'         "  ""i"^'"  ,^  ^''^  "^''^'^  «f  ^^mp. 

burg  about  duskf^Uh  on"y'o7e  'Sty"":^  \"„'  oTefo'f  '*^''''"="; 
■nfantry,  and  the  force  b./ouaeked.  with^r/y  Ht"t,etS:  "u'stTuTsS 

march  resumed  and  Bahant  1  I  T'j"'  "^'^  awakened,  the 

officer^?ntorn.a^d":e:;:rtto\'  '^  difficult  to  say,  as  the 
directed  by  wires  received  «f  in?  i  u-  t  ^'^^  ^^"^'  ^^^^  to  be 
or  six  hoursT  each  hfm  EkheT  h'/'^r  ^ '""'t  ^""^  ^^^^"  ^^^ 
been  attempted,  orit  ouX  to  h.v.  K  ''^'■^^^  ?"/ht  never  to  have 
and  with  determination  "^  ^''"  '^"'"^  °"'  expeditiously 

Cor^^L"7n'the^W;ro?lhe^^^^^^^^  ""^  T  ^^^^^  ^-^ulance 

unhappy  affkir:-  ^^'  ^^^^  ^  g'^^Phic  description  of  the 

were  about  to  camp  outsidf  Tp^o.i^  ^  '^^''^^^'^  "^^  '^^  ^oers.  Just  as  we 
those  of  theenemT  Beyond  a  ^emnf;  our  scouts  exchanged  a  few  shots  with 
happened,  as  the  Lin  bS  of  tSe  erer^^H^'^TT'"""'  of  our  plans,  nothing 
down  till  nightfall,  when  another  Irm^  not  show  at  all,  and  things  quieted 
Infantry  (/oyal  iHst  RiSe":l'nd  Nrhul^beThn^Fu'slr  T'''^  °' ^"^  ^^'""^^^ 
by  our  people  for  Boer,  as  their  arrivarwl^Xet^^^^^^^^ 

lo 
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acLa^^l^sL^rnSfop^e^^r:?^  ^^^  Mounted  Infantry 

tion  took  place,  and  a  hearty  greeting  to  tS  iTrif  J°«""«'ely  a  mutual  recogni- 
brunt  of  the  coming  actio^.^  was  fxtenSed  bv'  T  ""^^  T''  ^°  ^'^'^^^ 
(one  of  the  first  to  fall  at  Mosterts  Hock)  con^^LrH  [T"'  ^"P'^'"  <=^«^°" 
a  night's  rest,  we  started  again  on  the  m.irh^^-  u  ^  '^^  new-comers.  After 
Tuesday,  3rd,  when  our  scouts  at   i  iSca^.?  ^''""ed  without  event  till 

enemy  were  upon  us,  making  f^rLaisirfr.r''''''  '^^  "^^^  '^^'  'he 
■mmediately  crowned  by  our  little  forced  1^^'^  °f  "^-  ^oth  of  these  were 
Infantry,  with  some  of  the  Royal  IrTsh  Rifll^;  1-^  above-mentioned  Mounted 
the  remainder  of  the  Royal  S  R Sei  tha!  to  rh  ^"^  t'  "^'''i'^''"  ^°PJ^'  «"d 
at  once,  and  gradually  grew  hotter  till  Ik  I  ^^  ^°"'^-  ^'"«  ^™S  oiined 
withartillery,1-ourguLTerng  bro„Vh'i„to"^^^  ^'?^"  ^^e  Boers%p7ned 

to  sweep  our  two  lines.     Forfunatefy   the  fir  n^  '"  ''°""°"'  '^^'  enabled  them 
no  damage  was  done  by  the  shel L  ^'voSet  '  r^T'  ""T  V'''  ""^  "«'«  or 

soonputoneofthegunLutof  aSon      Wetn  "      ^^''  ^"'^  ^''""^ 

.s  that  we  held  the  position,  extended  as  it  wL  ft    k°  '"^'"'?''  ""'^  '^^  ^o"der 

to  so  small  a  force,  for  the  long  tfme   "    dfd      T^'^°k  ''""'^  '^"^'^'^ 

Cape  Medical  Staff  Corns  had  n  r!!^-  1  ,  '  '^''^  ^^^^^""^  of  C  Company 
were  at  the  commencement  of  L  acSn'Shf  ™  J>'2^  ^^  ■^-  Sent  as'^they 
to  their  posts  till  the  very  ast  wtthn  ?    ^  '  °"  '°  ''^^  ^^^hting  line,  they  stuck 

line  of  straggling  defender     whTwortTC'^^^^^^^^  Tl^^^'^^^  ^'''^  ^^^  "-t 
of  bullets,  explosive  and  otherwise  to  thtvn^      ^  ^^^'!-  *'''"°"g'^  «  ^^adly  hail 
the  day.     The  first  day's  fighT  fited  tiH  daX""^'  f''  '^^  ^"^'^  ^^^ ^on 
some  rest-a  luxury  that  cale  to  few      Next  Lorn- '         "  """  '""^  '°  ^"^'^^^ 
at  one  another  prior  to  the  forenoon  fire  th^  T    l^  ^'  ^'^^  '^"""^  "«  s"'P>ng 
pomts.    At  8  the  artillery  cor^menP.H  «  •        °°P  ""^P'  ^^^""y  °ne  busy  at  all 
about  9,  when  our  men  o^  th?nor?h  kopie"!nabf.  !''  '^'*  J'^'^^"^  ««^<^-  t^' 
ful  odds,  hoisted  the  white  flag  and  the  Rn.rc?J°  *'°'?'^"^  ^^^'^^t  the  fear- 
and  were  thus  able  to  pour  a  Surderous  fire  into  Sf'  ''t  ''''^''^  ''''  P°«'''°". 
Rifles  on  the  southern  height,  X   while  thSr.?^  1'"'^°'"*""^*^  ^°^^^  ^"sl 
enemy  on  their  front,  were  in  ienoranZ  ^     u!  ^"«""on  was  riveted  on  the 
a  while.     When  the^  turn^S  t^o  rSy  to  the    7''  ^^'T  °"  '"  ^^^'•-  '""••  ^r 
taken,  and  the  poor  fellows  accomnS J  k      .'^^^^^"ack,  their  position  was 
to  run  for  the  hSpital,  dTanrSyaris  u-fdeTa'f"'  r'f  ^""^^^^-bearers,  had 
the  Rifles  were  killed    but  thrKJr    '  ?  ^'^^'"^"^  cross-fire.     Several  of 

which  was  pitched  beJ^een  the^woTo3e:T£  Tr'^T''-  ^'^^  '^-Pital, 
m  Itself  dangerous;  while,  to  add  to  thfr L  a  tr^n  hT  '^'  '^^"'■"^'  ^"^^^^ 
sick  was  mistaken  by  the  Boers  for  a  rffle  trencrrnH  'k'"^"  "P  '°  P'"^'^'^'  ^^e 
special  attention.     One  shell  bur«^  nl!  !u  '  ^^"^  ^"^'"e  a  mark  for  their 

were  at  work  on  a  wounded  mn  and  n^Hr  Tfl^'^'S'^''''  ^'^"^  ^he  surgeons 

one  Another  banged  mtfaS  wagg^n'^^^A  ?hird"\'°^'"f  ^^'^  '^'"'"^  "° 
slight  bruise  on  the  knee  was  XI  ^^f^°"-     ^  ^hird  cut  a  mule  n  halves     A 

Corps^    OurdeadnumbereTten  ^hotwe^^^  by  any  of  the  nTspitd 

over  the  grave  a  neatly  dressed  anHU^7  I  "^"^  °"  '^^  battle-field,  placing 
land,  C  Medical  Staff  Cc.  I  Two  rlu^'^  '^°"^'  ^^^^^^^^^  ^y  Private  Buck- 
porary  hospital  at  Redde'^sburl  Lh  T""^''^  ^'^^  afterwards  in  the  tem- 
wounded,  thirty-two  ;n«u^'  ^""^  ^""^  Juried  in  the  cemetery  there      Th» 

basehospitatCrertmennX'"  ''T  '°^"  ''•°'"  Bethan17to  onJofThe 
be  given  to  th^  ^.,„,?h,™/^^J/^be  convalesces  Enough  praise  cSnnot 

mattered  not  that  we  were  BriSsh      tL"     .?"*'''  \'"'S^  °^  Reddersburg.     It 


<ll 


:'    I'      ii 


The  Transvaal  War 


The  casualties  were  as  follows  :— 

Soutry.Roya,  Irish  Rifles,  ?„7S?ettS?aTL^^^^^^^^^^  -'^   L'-' 

on  the"  h.  ^H?:lVSr'"'?^  ^"^''•^'•^)  --  -'«o  wounded 
Reddertburg.unkTo^^fe;t^^^^ 

was  greeted  with  shots  whfchkniedh"  h  ^"'^^  °^'^^  ^°"'-^'  '^^ 
placed  him  at  the  mercv  of  fh.  ^is  horse,  wounded  him,  and 

The  Boers  in  theirret^reat  howe7^'  ^^c  ^^"-"^  ^"  ^^^  ^^^P^^^ed. 
The  total  of  killed  and'^^Ted  numL'''7  kP''"^"^"  ^^^'"d- 
150.     The  strength  of  the   rS      """'i'^''^'^    between    50    and 

infantry.     The  efmy^lt  saSt  br3.^''strnr'  ^"^^"^^^'  ^^^ 

flank^iilg^v^Lronreterf  It^^^^^  ^*1  ^'^  — 
country  from  Sanna^s  Post  on  tL  T'^  "^'^  •''"''^^''"^  ^^^'^  ^he 
fontein  road.  They  soon  held  !Z  T^  ?  ^  P°'"'  '  ^^^  °^  J^^^^s- 
beyond  Bethulieln^  considerable  nT  k'"'"  ^^''  ""^  '^^  ^^^^^V 
Smithfield  and  Rouxvilir  theTr  i  .  ^^^'■'  "^^"^  '°"^'^  ^^^^'-ds 
successes,  being  to  harrsihl  British  r"''"'''°"'  f''  '^'''"^  '^'^^' 
was  now  becoming  ev?dent  that  !^^^^  ^'  """"'^  f,  P^^^'^le.     It 

over-leniency,  and  it  began  toL  !>  ^u^'^"'  ''^"''^^  ^^«  ^^^  to 
be  adopted  which  woXnsure  for  ^f."^  '^^'  '°'"'  ^^^^"--^^  "^"«t 
country   the    respect     Lfwl!  5  conquerors  of  the  enemy's 

attitude  of  LordToberts  had  orodl!''^  ''^T  ,  '^^^  humanitarian 
Commander-in-Chief  had  a«e,Soted?o  T  ^".'^^^ed-for  result.  The 
teenth-century  peop  e  on  tSll  .f^IT'^'^'r  r^'^  ^°'-  ^  ^^^^"- 
the  experimented  proved  disast  on.  T?'"  °^'^"  ^eteenth,  and 
impressed  by  the  show  of  L.^n     •    "       ^''?  ^"^"^y-  ^^''  ^^^^  being 

his^immunit^  fVom  paTnfandT^^^^^^  "o  ^"^^"'"^  '"  ''^  ^'^^^  ^^ 
to  move  in  a  countrv  wher^  P^"^  ^'es.     Our  troops  were  forced  now 

and  one  who.  moreover  rhonah^^  ^""^"^  ";^"  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^-^  ^  ^Py. 
which  had  been  made  As  an^in.r'''"^^^^  "'  ^°'"  ^'^^  concessions 
and  the  DutcWs  mode  of  1'  r  ^"'^-  f  ?.«"trast  between  our  own 
an  instructive  sTory  wrSd  1  f5 Jq^  f'T  'r^'^^''^^  ^'  '"^bels, 
hostilities  entered  the  Inwid  se^vl.  '^  ^'"'^}^'  ^'  '^^  °"'^^t  °f 
It  wasanon-combatanf'.nK       .•  ^^^  ^  conductor  of  transport. 

owing  to  h^kTowTedge  rrThf^^^^^        T  n'°^  k"']'^^  '^^  "-  fi"-^' 
man  was  raptured  bvfhe  P  ?    ^"1  ^""^"^  languages.     This 

-  ptureci  b>  the  Lucrs,  who,  declaring  him  "to  be  a  rebel 

20  '- 
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instantly  shot  him  dead.     We     on    fh.  r..u       .      _, 
obsolete  rifle,  a  flint-lock  ^]^hL?         u  ^^^^'   ^'''"^'   accepted   an 
Great  Trek  perhap  .  as  a  oeLe  offf "  ^''°f^'u"§^  '°  '^^  ^^y«  of  the 
go  away  and  turn  over  a  n^w  leaf      h'^"^  n"^  f^T  '""^^  ^^e  rebel  to 
unearthing  Mausers  and  Mart  nis'  and  non^-  ^"^^'■^^^^^^  ^^self  into 

alarming  list  of  losses  at^  Ws  pZ     l^\  ^'"^^^^^^  ^'^^  it  an 
grievous  total  of  killed,  wounded  .hh'     •^'''^  7^'  ^°"°^^^  by  a 
to    us-at    Reddersburg      We    h^H     '"'^^'"S^-five  companies  lost 
around   Thabanchu.    Lldybrand    anH  'S^'^^^t,'''    disquieting    days 
forced  gradually,  and  not  alwavs  Ww  ?""^^'"^'   ^"d   were   being 
in  the  retirement  from  Rouxvifle  ^fouff^'  '°  ■^"'^^'-     ^^^'^  '"^^^"ce^ 
some   Queenstown  and  Sarian  RmTT'."'  °^  '^^  ^^^^^  ^"^^ 
what  in  vulgar  phrase  we  term  ^  th^  f?'  ^  r"^  u'^^'^^y  ^^^^P^^  by 
merely  owing  to^he  smartnesT  of  G.n      1  °p  'Y"  '^^'^■"     ^'  ^^^ 
squadrons  of  Border  Horse  from  Ahw^rM  ^[^^^"^^^o  sent  two 
the  small  force  escaped  being  cut  off     tV^  '2:  '^^  '•^«^"^'  ^^at 
garrisoning  Wepener  was  meanwh nUf'-    ^  "  "^""^'^   '"^de  band 
in  earnest.  meanwhile  begmning  to  test  the  Boer  force 

THE   ESCAPE  OF  PRISONERS  PROM   PRETORIA 

from  WetilTf  g^ptrSn^  ^^^'^7  %  ''^  ^^P^ 
who  was  captured  after  the  disaster  tArh;'  ^^"T'^^"  Highlanders), 
of  Lieutenant  Le  Mesurier  mublTn  Fn«T    "^^^  u^''  ''■^'"  ^'  Chieveley  ; 
with  Colonel   Moeller's  ToLe  af^^f  "uf  r^,'''' r  ^",' '^'^^^  P'-'^^^ 
Sergeant  Brockie,  a  ColoniS  volunteer      Thi'  °^^^^"T'    ^"^  ^f 
adventurous  task  than  even  thaVof  Mr'  rl     u-u^""^''  ^^^  ^  ""ore 
correspondent's   escape   the   Boers  Irl^^P^'' ^'"*^^  ^he  war 
Precaudons,  and  had  mounted  extra  luar'd"''"^  ''^•"  ^^^"•°"-» 
The  officers  most  ingeniously  contrived^^o^'  ^''^'  '^t  Prisoners, 
the  floor  of  the  prison,  and  here  thev  h,Vl  X    ^^  t  ""^""'^  underneath 
IZ^/T  they  remained  cramped  i/ths  J^T^T     ^°^  ^'^^teen 
the  da,ly  expectation  that  the  o^her  offiZ?      ""^^'•?''0"nd  hole,  in 
about  to  be  transferred  fn  n!  officers  and  their  guards  were 

would  be  offered  '°  "'^  '^''^''^''>  ^^en  a  chanci  of  escape 

^4'S  !^^L"Lf  ^^  of  his  adventures   in 

resting  to  consider  the  position  of  th^  1^  ^"^  '^^'"'  "  '«  inte- 
officers  that  had  gradual^  hln  n  T^'  congregation  of  British 
Model  School      r     •     Y     ^"  collected  within  the  confine-  ^f  Vu 
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that  date,  through  various  ulcwSdenTs  X  R™'"  ?■","•     «''"« 
some  looo  more  of  our  trooDs      ,H  ,1,      '     .    ■""  had.  captured 

commtdioT  Aot'lrdevo,"d';/"  *^  =-="!-  -"  ""=  'own.      ,.  i^ 
bo..  dor.Uor„  wf„  ^S!^^ .S:^:^^^,^t^^-^ 
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with   corrugated  iron        a*   ..u 

gymnasfu/  Ind  'X    a^  c  Hn^Tder '  '"•  ^^^T  ^'^^  --  a 
suggested   infinite   possibilities   ff        ,        ^^""'"'^    ^'^^    wall,    which 
who  had  all  the  ex'cftSg  Er  L^  if'  jZV"  ^f^^^'"    ^^'^ane 
and  "Monte  Christo"!  IslLfrs'  end       'V,'-^""'^  Sheppard." 
screens  to  enclose  some   of  the  f'SdeT       A  ^^'^  ^^'^^   ""^^gh 
cases   were   decorated   with    cutdn^     ?  or^  7u     'n^  ^^"^   '"  ^^-^e 
or  with  humorous  sketches  madeTv  tT^^  m'    '""'^''^^^^    P^Pers. 
hese  were  especially  admireTa  chLe  ift '  t^"-!,'""''^-     ^wo  of 
sonally  conducted  b/  Lord  Roberts   and  1      ^^^^'dent  Steyn  per- 

i^oberts.  and  a  caricature  of  President 
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Sl^c^Sn^SlirL!;^^'^  '^''-^^''  --  'y  ^he  Boers 

himse!^^r:'Xl'fa"  ir^e  an'd'^"  ""^'^'^y^'u  ^'^  ^^^  ^^^ 
a  "regular  brick  "was  the  .^^V  ^     ""'''  ^^^°"''^^"y  declared  to  be 

with  v^arious  scraps  of  colourand  ^^''7  "^^"'  '^t'"^  "^^^  S-Y 
By  this  time  the  reverend  Jent^L.T  '■  '^'r.  '^^  "^^^'y  ^V^- 
experience  of  incarceration  fh.n  '  ^'^'"^  '^^^  ^  ""^'^  drying 

Model  School  Tn[hrS  '^^^^  "P""  thf 

others  with  the  accoum'^f'his'LTtX  T'    '°"^°^^^ 

an  enlivening  one  :—  experiences.     His  story  was  not 

^■^rr:\l:oVlfL\:X'lZoT^^^^^^^  ^-  adviser  having  informed 

thing  to  do  would  be  another  illegalTty  nSieS  i'n?nr"^"'""^  ''^°"^'''  ''^«  ^est 
;     correspondent.     Mr.  Cronje  has  3^  tlZ  t.^^     °V  '?°"-'^°'"''^tant  and 
,    upon  this  and  other  illega/ac's  of  hTs"^    I  was  ?oSh'"  ^-^  "^'""^  '°  "^^^''^^^ 
by  nine  feet,  and  for  The  first  few  davsw^..  11       ?  '"  t  """  ^'S'^'^^"  f^^t 
-.    the  hotel.     Soon,   however,   this  Tber^v  waf^.t    ""'^  '°  'l-^^"  "^^  "'^^'^  ^t 
i    much  for  the  Christian  charity  of  tLi^  ZeerufburT'^'    "'  ''  P'"°^'^^  ^°° 
.;    prisoner  of  war  marched  up  and  down  from  ^hl  J"ff  ^'■\to  see  a  despised 
.^   escort.     Other  restrictions  were  soorimno^.H     ,     '"'  '°,  '^^  ■'"'^  ""^^'^  Po^ce 
J  was  locked  up  day  and  nTght    the  door^  of  ?h    '°'  ^"^,  ^ft^""  «  little  while 
only  three  times'^  a  day  forTfteen  minis  at.  ."""'"m"'"'^  *^""  ^^'"S  open 
were  allowed  me,  no  visitors  and^hr^w  I^,      r  •*'"!f'     ^°  '^°°''«  "O""  Papers 
with  luxuries  wU  crueHy  forbtlden  t^i?     '^['^"^^  ^^o  tried  to  supply  me 
help  thinking  to-day  of  the^s  range  fronv  of  fate  Xu^  ^"^horities.     fJannot 
tised  this  cruelty  upon  me  werlrr^nY      J  c     ^^*^  commanders  who  prac- 
Prisoner  of  warf  and^carpSaps    m^f  ?L,1?^'"'"-     "^^^  °"^  '«  »^4  a 
personal  acquaintance,  too!"^        ^  '  ^^  '""""''^  '"  ""^  P'^^^e.     He  is  an  old 

descHpdoT&f,^^^^^^^^^  -moved,  and  gave  a  further 

better,  and  I  quickly  recovered  mvhL if i,^  ^''^'■^-  "^'"^  everything  was 
n^agnificent  oSe,  an^d  the  s'urrtrnJingf  ver'v  nl'ef  "?\  ""'^  ''"''^'"^  ^««  « 
drost,  and  our  guards,  the  Zarps  nevS  forZt'^n  r  •'  J'"'  °"/  J""^'-'  ^  Land- 
were  prisoners.  The  food  we  St  from  clT  '^^"""l"^  of  the  fact  that  we 
rest  we  had  to  buy  beine  rh.rl.V  5^°vernment  sufficed  for  one  meal  •  the 
officers'  mess  amoYmed  to  ;^iS''permlr;'"'"'  ^T^'  ^^^^^  ^'^^  the 
I  was  asked  by  the  officerl^  ^L  ?  °^  ^^4  officers.  On  my  arrival 
addition  to  thatiiS  by  anTnXan  h"''  '^'^^^^Jor  them  every  Sunday  in' 
we  had  two  services  a  dav!^H^h'^7x^^"-     ^°'  *^o  Sundays,  therefore 

following  extraordi^ar/lette'r  was  sen"  S^'S"  '^'^l^"'^:"  --^^^  -"  'S 
'nan  :—  ^^  ^^"'  ^^^  off^^ers  by  the  Anglican  clergy- 

n^itted^rh'olJ^ser'l'i;;?^foV^ltu^  °^  "^^  Government,  I  have  been  per- 

which  services  I  have  felt  k  a^nrivilar"''"°"  ^'''^  '^'  Church  of  Engirnd 
-->■  occurred-vi.  -^--''TMrcL^Si;?  ^m^c^infin^e"  ^^^^ 
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ceedingly  regret  that,  in  consideration  of  mv  dutv  to  tU.  r 
discontinue  such  regular  ministration^  L  ?h»  •  ^.         •   ^P^^'^nment,  I  must 
to  my  position.     Of  course  I  sha     a,w 'Vh.     iV°.  "'"!''?'"  '^^  ^°"°"'-  ^ue 
emergency,  with  the  sSUrm  sstnTf  .h   ^^1  '°  ■"""'''"'"  ^°  y°"  '"  any 

usual  kindness,  duly  inform  m?-wTth„v  hel'Ji-''r"'f '  ^''°  ^'■"'  ^''h  '^^^ 
sincerely, !.'     "^  ™^-     "'"''  "^  '^^st  wishes,  I  am,  gentlemen,  yours 

canld'Jl^Ll^'tt'eml?^^^^^^^^  «-^'e"ian's  name,"  but  I 

time,  I  had  the  pleasurS  honour  of  .onH^!-'  P':"^"'^^  itself.     Since  that 
and  they  were  fhe  pleasrnLt  hours  I 's^nt' "  '''"^  ^""'^y- 

t'^o  Sr-^^^^'  '^^^  -"^  °^  ^^^  townsfSTrstroE-p  of^a"SryUSi ^g 

removed,  owing  to  the  ti'easonShl^  ?     ^^l  ^  harmonium  was 

save  the  OueeS>'^.n     ^"^^.t  't  P.'^^^tice   of  performing  "God 

he  was  de&  to  be  a  smut'^W ''":f'^f  ^'"J^'^  "^^  "^^"'^hed,  as 

carrying  notes  in  h's  tail !     if  It  ^  ife'  ""'^  ^^^  ^"'"^  ^^ 
cessfully  peroetrated      A  ^^.f  '  ?",  '"genious  ruse  was  suc- 

railings7nd  Cre  eneaL  fn  ^^  ^  ^°^'  ^^'"^  '^  the 

with  a»h7s  l^it  :n::;^  '.t?  ^^Lr-ih-^  f -^^ 

continued  the  man.  and  the  tail  wagged  asfenf  We  w', "^'''' 
again,'  said  the  master,  and  the  dof  agreed  Fo^.  T'  '°T^ 
prisoners  thought  him  mad  fhJc  «,^  vu  ^  ,  ^^^  ^  time  the 
beard,  and  mSed  hTs  dS  Sk  ^^"k''"^'^^  ^°§^  ^'^^  talked  in  his 
'Mafeking.'Tronj^  .Robert^  Th/Th^  ""T/^  '  Ladysmith,' 
and  the  %og  M^n '  became  a  hln  T^  ''"'^  ^^^"^^  °"  ^hem, 
with  longing.\nd^"whosrr tt^rbg^'  in^'hT  beTr^weTe^  .""^'1 

until.  Tookrng  towfrd^TheTor^""^'  -""^  1^"''"  ^^^  lamentation 

standing  welfbackTn   he  pas^^^^^^^  P'^'^^T-'"^  ^^^  ^'"^ 

kept  witch.     The    '  EW  M?F'  entrance  to  which  two  girls 

fashion,  and  the  waving  Sasfo^indT^T'^u^,  ^^  ^^'  '"  ^^<=^"tric 
stand  signalling.  Next  morn^na  ?•  '  S'^'^'"  '°  '^°^^  ^^o  under- 
hat  and^omm'unicatlon  b^re'n^rofera^rthf  D''  '^^  ^'^^r 
Telegraphs  was  established  by  flag  sLal"  ^  ^''■^''°'"  °^ 

The  prisoners  endeavoured  to  keep  up  an  air  of  jocosity,  though. 

•  The  Rev.  J.  Godfrey. 
24 
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as  one  confessed,  their  tempers  were  "very  short  and  inclined  to  be 
captious.  Naturally  their  occupations  were  limited,  and  it  was  not 
unusual  to  see  gallant  commanders  engaged  in  darning  their  socks 
or  washmg  their  clothes  under  the  pump.  Their  attire,  too,  wa-  not 
ol  the  choicest,  some  of  them  having  been  accommodated  whe-,  sick 
with  suits  technically  known  as  "slops,"  purchased  for  a  low  price 
in  Johannesburg.  Hence  one  officer  disported  himself  in  choice 
pea-green,  while  another  figured  in  rich  yellow.  These  prison  suits 
were  scarcely  becoming,  particularly  as  many  of  the  smartest  of  the 
smart  were  growing  beards,  or,  if  not  beards,  the  ungainly  chin  tuft 
or  Charley  which  destroyed  their  martial  aspect.  Sometimes 
they  engaged  in  games,  bumble  puppy  and  the  like,  and  occasionally 
expanded  to  other  sports.  A  letter  from  a  sprightly  member  of  the 
band  to  the  vS-Z^w  College  Chronicle  described  the  humorous  side  of 
their  daily  life  : — 

,,  _  "  Model  School,  Pretoria. 

Dear  Mr.  EoiTOR.-Whilst  following  the  fortunes  of  old  Etonians  in 

?n°^^?  ^  A^'  ''^'■,  P^  "  "^y  ^^""^  ^^"P^'^  y°">"  "°"ce  that  a  small  and  un- 
happ>  band  has  already  reached  Pretoria.  Mr.  Rawlins's  House  is  represented 
by  Captain  R.cardo  (Royal  Horse  Guards),  and  H.  A.  Chandos-Pole-Gell 
Mr  n  If"^  W^^l^  ^'■•,  ^^"^''^  ^y  '^^J°''  f'°«^^'-  (R°yal  Artillery);  the  late 
SV,  Lan"ce%^  r  ^'"^f.'" 'A  f '^  Mr  Luxmore's  respectively  by  M:*  Tristram 
(I2t.i  Lancers)  G.  Smyth-Osbourne  (Devonshire  Regiment),  and  G.  L.  Butler 

&  t7  't'^^'  '"^  ?'■•  ^°'""*^'''=  ^y  ^-  R-  "^^^^  (Northumberland  Fusi' 
iiers;.     the  histories  of  their  separate  captures  would  take  up  too  much  of 

SL  »"nHH  '^^'!-,,  Some  have  been  here  but  a  short  time,  some  many 
weeks,  and  during  their  captivity  their  thoughts  turned  to  old  Eton  days,  and 
the  game  of  fives  recommended  itself  to  them  as  a  means  of  passing  soilie  of 
the  many  weary  hours.  There  was  no  "  pepper-box,"  or  "  dead  man's  hole  " : 
but  a  room,  two  of  whose  walls  mainly  consisted  of  windows,  with  the  aid  of 

Fnfl?F  D  l"?"^  ePu^*=^  ?^  ''^°^^'  ^^^  ''"''^'^'y  converted  into  a  fives  court. 
Src  ■r'^  f  Public  Schools'  tournament  were  numerous,  Eton  sending  three 
w;,,-;  "i  T  r",?  Gell  unanimously  elected  themselves  to  represent  Eton's 
first  pair,  closely  followed  by  Eton  II.,  Ricardo  and  Osbourne,  Eton  III.  being 
Wake  and  Butler.  The  facts  that  Tristram  had  recently  been  perforated  2 
Mauser  bullets,  and  Cell  had  spent  Christmas  and  the  three  preceding  wSs 

r^<,non  JKr°f  •'f?-  ''^''^^^"  ^°^^"  ^'^^'"  ^"'J  Bloemfontein,  were  no  doubt 
responsible  for  their  not  carrying  off  the  coveted  trophy.  Alas!  they  were 
badly  beaten  in  the  first  round  by  Marlborough.     Not  so  Eton  II.  and  III 

Sawn'hv^^  Tw'^^'  ?f  ^"•='=«^«f""y  •"'°  the  second  round,  both  having 
drawn  byes.  This  good  fortune  could  not  last,  and  they  fell  heavily  at  the 
second  venture,  being  beaten  by  Wellington  and  Rugb/  respectively.  The 
cSt'er'ho'Ii'sT"'''  "^'"^^^  *°  ^^  Wellington,  after  a  desperate  encounfer  with 
K„J^°  ™"'^''-  l°\  °"'"  Pleasures;   our  troubles  are  legion,  but  we  will  not 

Lrdshin^rr'lf  '''""•  •  ^"  f^y  ^'^P^'^'  '°  ^'^'  °f  '^^  E.C.R.V.  sharing  th^ 
Hardships  of  the  campaign,  and  covering  themselves  with  glory  to  the  tune  of 

"P  <;     \M     uu  u        ^  "  Floreat  Etona. 

/'.i.— We  all  hope  to  be  at  Eton  on  the  4th  of  June. 
"Feb.  14,  1900" 
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last  ii.giu  as  prisoners !)  ^"^  ^^"^  gallant  crew  spent  their 

failed  after  effort:'^j,;:3^^^^';?^yJ7eless.  while  m'an^'o'S 
of  their  inventors.  It  was  no  e^  Perseverance  and  ingenuity 
exploit  to  hit  on  a  means  of  evadiShrX  ''T'  ^^  ^'^-'^^iK 

The  guard  were  armed  with  S  Ll^  ''"''  ",°^  ^^""'^  '^"^r. 
these  consisted  of  some  thi«y  ni^rVho  fr^'V''!,^  ^'^'^^'^«'  ="'d  as 
rehefs  of  four  hours,  there  was  Stl"' hone  of  ^  ^'^  "T  '''^''''^^  >'" 
Fortunately  the  prisoners,  such  asTnd  ni.?n  I  ?f '"^- ''^"'•' ^'^'''''"ce- 
sion  were  permitted  to  wear  them  nrl.£  ''?'''"f  '"  their  posses- 
could  scarcely  have  been    ndul;d    n       H  'k'  ^'"'^'^  o^  freedom 

thought  of;  and  a  repetition  of  Mr  Chu  chill's  7     '^  ^"!   "°'   '^   ^^ 
dom  was  impossible      It  remi  n.  >   .u      i  ^  ^^^^Perate  dash  for  free- 

and  his  colleagues  to  in^t  ^  ewtd  Tnf  •■'•  '"''  ^^^^'^  "^'^'ane 
their  bonds.  An  effort  to  cut  th^eWnf "'''"'  '""'.'^^^  °^  "^"•'^^'ng 
m  darkness  while  they  scaled  fh.„n  ^'"''^  ^"  ''^""ow  the  place 
at  last,  having  tried  tL  rtf  and  S  e;  E'  'r  ^^'^  '^"'"^  -" 
them  wantmg,  the  companions  h^  on  thr^  °( .^^'-^s^  and  found 
a  subterranean  place  of  concealment  H  Fu^^  '"t^  ""^  burrowing 
on  and  on  till  they  bored  a  tunnel  to  tt'oV'nT  ^^ ll^  '^  ^^P^ 
a  trap-door  m  the  planks  under  one  of  th^  u^^  ■      '^'scovery  of 

designs,  and  they  arranged  to  excavate  ^^  ^r"'  '""P^'"'  '°  '^^''• 
street,  and  so  pass  intf  thfgardens  o^  the^^^^^ 
Marvellous  was   the  oatienr^^r^^  ^  neighbouring  houses 

almost  toolless-wfth  only  scraos  of^h' ''^''■'•"'^"  ^'''^  ^^ich  they.' 
toded  daily  in  the  accomplishrnt  of  tt"''  T  ^"^  ^^^^^driversZ! 
dismay  when  their  tunnel  fiSd  ?L  K  ',  P'^l'*  ''"^  P^^'^^tic  their 
feet  of  water  with  a  promise  oTt^  them  in  several 

IhT^^^J  .  Captain  Haldane,  likl  he  Vre^t  N  f  '^"^  ^"''^  '"d^" 
the  word  impossible  was  oni;  to  be  fou?d  ^1'^^'°"'  ^''^""^  '^^' 
Rumours  that  the  prisoners  were  to  be  r'  '^^/'^''^^^^y  of  fools, 
m  two  or  three  days  only  contrived  to  renT!^  '"^  '"  ""^  '^"'^ding 
desperate  in  their  craving  to  be  a^  W,^"'  ''^!,*^^"«P'>«tors  morf 
door    system    was    discusfed       TI.  ^^'   ^""^   ^S^'"    the   trap- 

revised  operations,  fi d  h  1 1  tie  olIn^oTl  "^"  '^^^^-'"^'^  - 
the  cave  they  should  dig.  thus  disaoDearfn  f'"^  underground  in 
conveymg  the  idea  that  th;y  had  alreadv  h  U^/T""  .^°"'-  ^^^  ^^^ 
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shnk  (ortii  at  their  leisure.     But  thp  rh  c      ■ 

to  pass  as  soon  as  expected       11,,?,?^'?  ""f  ^'T''  ^'''  ""'  ^omo 
place  was  searched,  tlfe  crouchini    c  Z^  ^"'^  \"^'^  ^'^^'^  ''^^^  •  ''^« 
the  tramp  of  armed  n,en  above  th^.''';        '"  ^         ^"•"''"^  '^"^''^ 
afterwards  the  departing  footsteos  of^lh     r'''  '"  ^'"'^^  conference,  and 
It  was  decided  that  tl^  pr  son^ers  Vv^" '^'^^^"^'^'^^^  ^ 
amplified  by  Kaffir  iniagina  ion    ciccl-  If  T  """u    ^''''^''^'  '^P^rt, 
onthe.rwayto  Mafeking!     Still     hon'h     '^^'^^X  ^^re  already 
plotters  were  far  from  comfortab  e      FoS  ''''^'  ^'''"'  discovery,  the 
was  smuggled  through  the  trapdoor  tm    ?  T'^  l?^''"^''"^  ^l"^"^'t'"es 
nu.ther  of  resource,  by  a  process  of     i        .^^  •'''^-  '^"^'"^  being  the 
their  wants  and  inte/tionrw:  ^conve've  7 'f '^  "  signalgrLs  " 
when  the  appointed  raps  gave  Notice  o?^.!.''    ""  "-^'^  ^^'^^^"-     ^^en 
ous  portal,  potted  meats  and   other  ul        °P^'"'"&  ^^  the  mysteri- 
down.     And  here,  in  this  ve  tilatbnl.   f  "■'^'  uT  '''^^'■^"y  P^^^ed 
dank-smelling  atmosphere,  t  ley  ZitJ  "'""^  ^°^"'  '>  ^^^'^"^^«  and 
nether  to  cough,  nor  sneeze,  nor^whLl  1.T7  ''''^^'^^^'  ^''^'•'"g 
them  of  success.     They  were  uZlshT:l"'-'^'''''^^'y  ^'^^"W  rob 
nisable  even  to  themselves -Zl  L^r'~'°  ^nmy  as  ^o  be  unrecog- 

hope  began  to  LuT  .u"  t'h  VoreT' S?cT°^°"^'  ^"^  ^-^-"X 
hought  patience  had  come  to  the  end  nf^  ^^y\Pa«sed,  and  they 
to  hold  themselves  upnVht  to  Tel  T  v^  ^'^^  ^^^^^'-  They  longed 
food,  and.  above  all. 'to^hea  °thTsounR  Tu  -"^  '^eir  quJntumTf 
st.ll  they  held  on-longer.  lonJr  Pv  T'  ^^  ^'^''-'^s-  But 
the,r  chance  of  escape  more  secSrl'  f  u^  ^7  ^^^^  ^^^^  made 
assured  of  their  departure  h.^'  ""■  ^^^  authorities  in  Pretoria 
nine  days  of  woSme,  ^etlrSZ  ?^^^^^  ^'^^  the  habS 

to  dig  and  burrow  still lX"h?,  .'"■  ^^^"u  ^^^^  ^^ey  began 
bayonet  and  a  skewer,  and  for  dav  an?!,  ^'''^  '^'^  ^^^•^'^"<^e  o?" 
secret  work,  in  hope  to  di^a  r^;  f  '^''>''  P"''^"^d  their  silent 
reach  the  hospital  Vd  beyond  the"t  '"".T.'t'y  ^'''  ^^^S  to 
they  stored  food  in  preparatLn  for  th.  '^^^  •^'^^°°^-  Meanwhile 
acutely  for  news  of  the  proposed  t'^^^^^^^  ^"^  ^'^^^ned 

quarters.     At   last  they^had    'heir   ret   f  '^^  P"^^"^'-^  ^°  other 

<"=  ^"*.  passage  orttt;^,:utra:,:^r  ^7^ 
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I  Nli 


e.^Aa^^or.ef  So  in  time  the  whole^parv'of'^'-  "^^  "  ^'^"=''-'^' 
and  w.th  them  their  custodianr  Tp  ^  P''"^"^''"  ^'^^PPt-'ared. 
forth  from  their  ventilator  the  joyous  hln''  "'^-  "'""•■•  ''^«P'"g 
street,  the  moving  of  baggage  "^and  all  ^^.'"k"''?-  '°"'^  ^'^^  ^^f 
for  a  general  exolus.     T&  ranture  ifnl  u"''''"S:  Preparations 

was  even  then  deferred.  S  Xe^s  "T  "'',>°""d«-  But  escape 
the  vacated  rooms  all  day.  mSneriLf?  '^  ""^T^^  ^'^^^"gli 
and  laughing  and  jesting.^  urusp"?io^usif^L^  "^^' •''^^  ^''^P-door. 
might  have  been  theirs.  It  w?s  lair rh  f^  P'^''^"^  ^^^^  tha 
v.8.tors  departed.  Then,  af  e^col  ectii^  Ll^^' rT  • "  ^"^^-^^  ^^e  last 
takmg  a  final  meal,  pack  ng  the^  meaH^.r°'^'''u'''  ^?P^''^  '■°"te. 
-ne,  they  dressed^  and  Ud  rxt^T^  tht°S^  ^.^^^ 

whi^^clpt^^^^^^^^^^^  to  a  camp  from 

barbed  wire  fencing  standi^as  hilh  as  .  m^^'^  T"'  ""^'^^^^  ^"h 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  inleLTh  T-  ^'.  '"^^^"'•ed  about 
might  have  measured  fifty  yards  F?ni,'  T"^  '"  ^'^'^  ^'  ^^e  ends 
gaze  out  over  the  hills  to  see  hTb  withThl  ^^1- ^  ^^"^  P^^^'^le  to 
and  yet  so  far— men  and  wom!n  •     ^^^  of  Tantalus,  so  near 

cattle  an    i,j„g  p..,-  -^^^^^  w^^^^^^^^^  houses  a?d 

s.ble  for  them  to  share.  No  efforts  now  /o  ^"''J  "  ""^^  '"^Po^- 
be  made,  for  the  enclosure  4s  Jottedthtl,?^'^"  the  guard  could 
and  was  so  thor.)ughlv  11^.1,^,^^?  •  ^^^^  ^'^^  electric  lights 

no  spot  where  a  S  S  no  'hlve'r^'d  "tT  '}''  ^'^^''^  -- 
was  walled,  and  roofed  with  zinc  bare  w^^M^  ^}^  ^selling-house 
in  the  dormitory  one  hundred  and  fnr^  ^""^  comfortless,  and 

s>de.  A  few  screens,  a  in  the  Modef  <.'T  T^  '"^"^^^  ^'^^  by 
some  of  the  bedheads,  but  of  prS  tt  °°^'  ^"''^  ^^'"^"^^d  ^t 
change  was  a  sorry  one  and  rlrJ  -^  }.  "^^^  none.  The  ex- 
Mr.  Le  MesurieraVd"Mr"BrS£e'we"e  wtr-'"'  'l'?  ^^'"P---. 
bid  to  get  clear  of  the  fate  that  o:^VtTok^hdr  "om^ats.^  ^  "'^"°"^ 

terrible  lair.     Witnome'' Sffi  "Ji!" '^X^^^^^^ 

refused  their  office,  they  fToId^rhe.^^'?"''  "^^r^^"'  '^^'''  ^'nibs 
movement.     But  at  last,  boots  ThnnH"  •  ''"'''^"'  '"<^apable  of 

on  pa^^es  de  velours,  they  dm^^ed  ?h5  f  P'"^'  ^^^  '^^  F'^'ench  say. 
and  passinc.  >  hrough  the  gaSe  bt  fT'''^  '°  "  ^'""^^'^  """"^ow 
yard.     Climbxng  o^ver  .^T^^Zl:lJ±^tZ:fL^^->  ^.--d  the 

..^^  ^  unn^w..cu  in  spite  of  the 
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.lonned  .1,0  Tran,va,d  '0101,;^^  Vl'''?  "'"'''»  "f  *<•■  trade," 
wore  his  arm  i^^  i„,°  ,0  ^  1  '  '"'■  •  '^'''1"'  '"  ">!»  •«= 
wounded   Doer.     Thus   t^i'ev  i      I,        '/"Press.on   that  he  was  a 

street  ,0  the  outskirts  :f    7.0I"    .tiXjed   "o™'"'  t^^"«' 

M.se,f  race  .o\aerw;;L™ht'iirr;t?r  xfe'^'-su-;:^^ 


tr/:r™e«„:,  e^^e  s/r^ert  oTrf  '^vi^'-^y "- 

there  were  orders  to  shonfT?,, !;  hairbreadth  'scapes,  for 

track.  But  thr/  dodgS'  T/ STZ^To'T'  "'  ^'^  '^"^^ 
Srass  and  in  ditches  and  don pi  Tr  °  ""^  '°''"^''''  '"  '•^"k 
and  plodding  alon/the  L?     ^    •    ^•^^^^'"^'ng    river   and    spruit 

retrac^ngthefr  tepl  ever  stivSi  Tr  ^Tl'^'f  bearings,'now 
twenty  miles  east  of  Pretoria         ^  ''^  ^^^"^'  River  station, 

-th^sitr^'^t^trailTa'n'd'tr/^-  ^'%"r'  ^"^  ^  ^^ey  toiled  on 
in?  in  the  ray  .f  the^T-        -I     ^-'"^  °^^^^  ""^"^^V  lines  shimmer 
worse  still,  a'dog's  b?rk   irqd:L^^^^^^^^  heard  voices; "and. 

K     oarK.  mquisitive.  suspicious.     Quickly  to  earth 
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m?st  eLitnf^haTJr^^^^  forms  one  of  the 

narrative.  '-aptam   Haldanes  altogether  interesting 

"After  lying  in  the  grass  about  twenty  minutes   for  we  Hirl  n^^ 

2L^P    ,  ?"""«'  °"'  ""y-  =°  "<=  <^™«""ed  our  downward  oT^e 
and  utomately  swam  across  and  ineo  a  ditch  on  the  otr^side  ' 

us  in.*:i  coiranT""  ^'"-^""^  '"  *^  ='■•-■"•  which   elmed  to 
a  Waterbury,  was  sfll  going,  for  it  had  Ken  provided  S  his  care 

S{5ES  °-»  s^h^Jh^wbi 

witn  large  boulders.     Commg  round  the  corner  of  one  of  the<;e  wp 
found  a  tent  m  front  of  us,  and  not  caring  to  pass"t  we  tnWI    n 

aiH3^:^.^:^h-c,iSs4.cfi£i3 

Dreatniess.      Le  Mesuner  had  done  wonders  with  hi^  anH^     .1,^ 
roltT^ofl  M,"  "n  f'^T'^'     Ne^rw^' wam^d^t'nV    e 

r^  '"^f'^y'^^fy  '»«.  and  i,  was  useless  to  attempt  W  find  him      He 

vLTlil:  kXT"''  ""'  '"f'T  food,  and  knew'Sth  "t 
i^uicn  and  the  Kaffir  languages.  Follow  ng  the  path  we  oassed 
several  clumps  of  bracken,  one  of  which  we^elected  as  a  suable 

30 
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hiding-place.     To  have  walked  farther  in  our  wet  and  cUnmim  ^^r 
ments  might  have  been  wiser,  but  we  decided  thrf  wl  h  .TP  ?  ^T 
aent  excitement  for  one  night'  without  trJing'to'alToU^  '''  "''■ 

precious  .hisky  bc.le  in  the  course  ocemXrures'hldte 

n^Xd     P  ■''"'■  '^''^'"g^.  -"-king  needless  detours,  and  only  reach 
daybreak      Thl""  ^'?!«'"-r»o™.  "-eary.  and  down-hearted-before 

fc  she^.h";^^iXT^rsL:;,  c  r4^^^^ 
crS-oiZo^^-' r^^h ';^illr-~'Krd"^^^^^^^^^ 

sniffed  ;  discovery   seemed   tamL'^tlut'L  hand^oFTa'^^lnfe"'' 

them  to  mi.   T     t^'  °^  •^"'''"'y  ^"^  starvation,  and  assisted 
Je     i-tceS-cLtrSeHnr.^^^^^^^ 

S^L^e^'^XfVh^ey-^^^^^^^ 

rGm/spi:thrd;Li^^7,£^^rs'-r  Ji'"- '^^ 
tea"  B^'cte  °ndf  r^^  M^^h,^;i'^.h/t:„s'™"i 

lagoa  t5ay  Lolhery ,  and  here  for  some  days  following  a  con- 
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found  British  frie/d?aid  r^'arhlTof  'u^  ^^"  ^^  ^'^^  "^^1/ 
Finally,  to  the  intenJeToy  of  the  two  J^  '^''"^'^  '''^  ^"^  suspense^ 
themselves  on  Portuguese  terrhorv  An''''?'"^"'  T''  '^^Y  found 
Jey  were  free  men  1^  FrL  that  t^^^^,  2"-  ^""^^^  '^^  '^^  of  April 

Durban:  C^tin^AXH^^^^^^  ^--^°  Marques  for 

the  .nd  BatEalion  cTdon  HiXder  '  at"^I  '2  ''•'"J  ^'^''-g'-ent, 
Mesurier  (Dublin  FusiliersCroinrr  '/  h^X^""'^^'  and  Mr.  Le 
Division  ik  the  Free  State^  Thuf  theT'^  '"  J°'"  •^""^••^'  ""^^r's 
enduring  almost  unequaried  torture.  nfK'^  ^"'^'/"''"^^  ^^^^^^S'  ^^er 
selves  free  to  return  tnmvaTfi?h^'^''^r^"l'"/"^'  ^°""d  ^hem- 
of  the  Empire.  ^    ^  ^^^^  ^^^'"  ^^'^  ^^e  honour  and  glory 

PREPARATIONS  FOR  ACTION 
Pl4r^^^^^^^^  -ixturc  of  pastoral  slm- 

the  view  from  a  distfn  e  of  le  Ld^^^^^^^^^^^  .^T'  ".°^^.^''^"''  -- 
whole  earth,  as  though  blossoming  landscape  in  the  vicmity.     The 

rooms  farand  wide-lshrS^s  ? ;.v      !f  'l^^'^  ''^^°^"  "P  "^"^h" 
among  them  were  strange  fS^^  Dotted 

reptiles-grasshopperrJocusts  of '  JL''^      I  '^?P^'  °^  antediluvian 

the  town  .1  was  poUwe  to  rlgL^e  boTm.T     ^°"'"/  "^^^^^ 
for  what  they  really  were    nS     .k         mushrooms  and  reptiles 

largest  army  LrE^nd  has  Du^nt^^^^  ''"''  ""''• '^"  ^""^  ^^^  ^^e 
In  and  out  and  round  about  w.n5      Ti  °"^  ^^""P  ^'"^^  '^^  Crimea ! 
so  numberiess.  iXd  that  thrca-.I  '^Tt^"^  "^"^^^  innumerable 
cry  for  equine  reinforcements     *^C  i      ''°^^''  '"^"'^"'"^'^  ^^  ^^e  out- 
none  but\hose  ''inlTknoy.^Tol^"^'"^'^:!'^^'^^ 
strategical  problem   relfed  ^07  solut  1        ^1"'"'"^  '^^^  "^"^^  the 
paralysed  were  the  movements  of  th.    """    t^^"•/'•"val.  and  how 
Some  people  opined  tothe  Com^nd  ^^"^""^  %^°''  want  of  them. 
Pretoria  at  express  sne^cl  Zh^      I'T'^^^'^^  "^"''^^  start  off  for 
would  be  aSd    o  meet  the'com^rt ''^"^  f'^  P'^"  ^^  ^^'"P-'gn 
to  the  renewed  act^vhy  of  the  Boer?'  '*^^^^^  '^^'  ^^  ^"«^"  ^v^'^S 
of  the  Free  State.    Bm  Lord  Roberr.  '"   '^^  south-eastern  corne? 
patience    or   disaster.       He    ewJent  v  T/"'^^'^  ^^  "'^^^'-  ''"■ 

resources  on  no  operations  that  coddnnft""'"^^    '°    ^""^^    his 
effective.  ^  '''^*  ^°"'^  "°'  ^^  concerted  and  rapidly 
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quamUies   from    the   C^pc.     ThlT.^^^^^^^^^ 

multitude  were  in  sad  need  of    epa  ;   ,  ^^^^^^^   ^^  ^^^^    hard-fighting 
certani  tatterdemalions  could  onkTen  u;,"!  .    T  T^  .^'^'^'^''^'^  '^'^' 
of  shockmg  the   Mother  Grundvs  of  RIn      r      ''''''  '^'''^'  ^°'-  ^^ar 
were  being  gradually  collect"     Vnrt  ^'°^'"'^°"^em.     Horses,  too, 
a  sufficiency  Sfrcmounts?Ge"L  "f'^  ^her;  was 

be  too  costly  to  be  appreciable      Tl  e    '  e;\      fi  ^^^^^^ions  would 
had   cost  an   immense  amount   in   horse^Sefh  ^    u^  '"^  Kimberley 
5000,   some  said-and,   in   consrlence    tt    "l""^^-]   '^oo  out  of 
agam   reduced    to   impotence     i,T      u'        .  ^P^e^^'d   cavalry  was 
moralised    by  the  surrender  of  rn,'^''""  -''^    ^^^'■«'    '^'ough    de 
and  punished  as  they  d"  e  ved      aJ"'  T^^'  ^^^  ^^^^  P^-rsued 
t  was  decided  that  the  arn^   must  r.r'^n^'"  ^T  ^^^P^tation 
horses  a  month,  and  therefore?  no  mo^e  ^ouW Sf'      "  '""'^  °^  ^ooo 

have  stuck  to  his"t1,.tr;H:;ctle""oL^'^  Field-Marshal  could 
Napoleon  himself,  namely   th-it  "^1^    '       ^  '^^fl^'^ed  from  the  great 
gr'e  rest  either  to  tl^e  v^i«o^  „;  to  r'"^'" '^'r^  ^''^^^''^  .fev^ 
was  stuck  fast,  and  the  Bo^rs  ;ere     ot  r"f  ^''^•,     ^'  ''  ^^^^'  ^e 
the  opportunity  thus  given  themTo  rec"  pertT   °  '''^'  '^'^^"^^^^  ^^ 

learnt  that,  instead  of  disturbing  ato^^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^g'^ees  they 

had  as  u  were,  got  into  th^^ midTof  IT  ^^^^  "^^''''''S '''  '^^Y 
evident  that  within  the  town  t"  ere  ev!  'P^"^'^^"^^'-  It  became 
purpose  not  only  of  supDlWncr  Z  ^^"^  ^  conspiracy  for  the 
keeping  him  ready  equ  pTd  or^hot-ir'"^!  ^J'^  ''"fo^ation.  but 
trahty,  certain  Glmlifand  othe.s  i^^  ^^"^^^e  mas'  of  neu- 
laid  down  their  arms  to  take  h^'  '""''"^  }^^  ^^^''ghers  who  had 
sense  of  the  word,  for 't  JS  found"t^h .?''"•  ?'^'  '"  ^^e  true 
weapons  had  been  buried  for  use?n  "P'^^'"''-'  °^  «o"ie  3C00 

Pretyman  obtained  a  "rue  eras'  of  ^'^'Sency  But  once  Gener°d 
the  duplicit  nature  of  t^^ie  pSs  L  ..'  T^'T'  ^"^  ^°"ld  prove 
work  of  weeding  and  deporS?o„  J  tt°"V^'  ^•^''"^  '^  ^-'^  ^^e 
Blo^mfontein  society  was  taL^bhand  °^"°^'°"^   ^'^'"^"^  °f' 

Jhe   fighLg   sce'ne'^TL'd'eath'w"'   '^"''^   "^^  '•^"--^    from 


lilt. 

I- 
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been  n.any  and  brilliant,  and  his  loss  Ls  reply  deplored  """  ^'^ 

De  Aar.  Prieska,  Ke  St  and  I  In,'  'i^  ^"^''  operating  between 
had  occupied  Kenhar  .nd  in  n  VP'"?°"'  '1"^  General  Parsons 
in  the  district  betS  Van  WvksTi  '^''  fj'^'.''  ""^  "-^bdlion 
appeared.  As  a  matter  of  fact  ifw-.J  f'  """'^  ^^^"Mi  had  dis- 
rebels  were  ignorant  of  why    h^y  ^e^^^^^^^^^^^ 

addressed  them  and  said  •'WhJt  Tl  ^8^''^'"e  '^^  '''"•  ^^'^^  one 
answered,  "  Equal  ridnsL-dlvvM/  >?"  ^htrng  for?"  and  they 
said  the  speaLr^'go  and  Lht^^  "Then," 

white  men  equal  riches  I "  S^H  mn "  ■^'''^^'-  "^  ^»'°"^  '•^^"ses 
•subsidised  sympath^.  'vvhire  othTf  '^"°'"''"'  T'"^  "^'''"y  ^^  ^he 
fight  were  evidently  -[Dathp  V  i"''''^,"'^'''  ^'^^  ^'^'-e  ^rced  to 

The  following  s"or}  was  dd  ofTp;:;^  '\'  issue  of  the  struggle, 
taken  prisonen  When  asked  whv\  ?'  u  u^"^^  "°^  '^'^Y  ^vhen 
do.?  Dey  <.ive  me  musl^?  1  u  '^^"?^^'  ^^  •'^'^'  "  Vat  could  I 
fight.'    tL  captain  sarto^m^fyV;^^^^^^^^^^^  -X.   '  Vou  must 

'  Vare  shall  I  take  it  >-'     U^hotZ  "'''''  niountain,'  and  I  ask, 

was  still   typical   o    the  non^Ince'Tf  "°' ^^'t'^^^  ^'^^"••^^^'   ''^ 
in  the  Transvaal  cause      """''^'^'^"^^  °<^  "^^"7  who  were  engaged 

Of  changes  there  were  many.  On  the  rnth  ,v 
general  orders  that  Major-General  S  r  H  r'..  "^'^  •  f  ""^^^^^^  in 
appointed  to  the  command  of  E  TW  d  DivS  "'"^%  ^"'^  ^^^" 
General  Sir  W.  F  Gatacre  "ZrL  i  division  vice  Lieutenant- 
good  deal  of  synipadw  ex'  ess^^^^  U  \"^'f "^•"  J^ere  was  a 
with  which  General  Gatacre  had  hJ/  ''"f'"  S"^  difficulties 

can.paigner  remarkedVludrcoums  for  n.  """'V^-  ^"^  ^^  ^"  °'d 
warfare.  "Give  me  a  man  who  t  f  /""'''  ^'  ?^'''  '"  ^^^ual 
more."  Luck  was  at  the  brnnTn?  •  .'"''^^i  ,^"^  '  ^^^  nothing 
where  multitudes  of  men  h,vf  to  fill'  ^"^- ^"u^"^  1^  all-importan? 

;ng  to  glory  in  the  ^o.:i:^:r^^''^:::^i^V2^jf^^^ 

nl  'Sf.'^"'!,^^-*  '"  '«83.  after  sSi^^i3'\^™i"7'7-     k'°"''  ^""^'^  Passed  throS 
W     f    ^.'^Ped'tionary  force    in   Egypf  in  ',88-.      \  Lieutenant-General  command- 

n    Sg^P;',:^ ^  '^^'^'^'y  t°  the  Co^m.^nder-n  chief  S\v:i   V'T  '»PP"i"tments  w.'s 
l",!r^'^'      '^  "^^^'"  '"  '898,  after  holdinc  th^  nn«    *•       •  ^^"'^eley),  which  he  attained 
head-quarters  of  the  army.     Colonel   rn^,„S^.    ^    *  °^  assistant  military  secretary  at  tbo 
•88r,  whenhewasaideXcamn   ofl.^ffl^^'  '^''"'  "^"''"^  included  the  Boe?  \v-ir  of 
mun  cation  ;  the  Egyptian  camp'agn^r.ls"^  ^"r'h^t^^;'^^  ^^«  and  the  hnes  S  co:' 
the  former  h,s  horse  was  killed  under  hmal  tII  l^v^?" ^^"  Expedition  of  .884-85.     In 
spatches.    He  received  the  order  ofihe  Kiid  eh  fJih  if'*":'  fl"^^  "•■-»«  mentioned  in  de 
with  clasp.    In  the  Soudan  Expedition  whZi!.  ^'♦"'.  *''''^^)'  '^e  bronze  star,  and  the  medil 
£'r^'  5°"gh  was  again  meSned'  ?rsp\Xs'".reaT';-^  P^  the  Mounted  InfTntr; 
battle  of  Abu  Klea,  where  he  was  wounded      '^'  ^'^^"^  '^'^"n&U'shing  himself  at  the 
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■spelt  disaster,  and  as  men  haH  tr.  u 

w.nted  nerve  and  confidence  of  the  besT'l^'  f  •  ^"'^'''^'^  ^'^'^  '^^^^ 
chosen.  Accordingly,  a  much-tr  ed  officer  "^'T.'  '^^"^"^^nder  was 
-was  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  neces^kv        '  '°''''"''  '''  ^'^^  "^'^^'ow 

.commar,d  o^slr  ArttldT  ^'^  '''''^  ^'^^^  --  Conned  .nder  the 
while  the  Eleventh  Svis.-on,l";:r'-'  ''"^"^,".^^  ^'^^'  '^^-'t     DfvTsion 
General  Ian  Hamilton  cTn"nn,Ked'rT^      ^y  General  PoIe-cTrew' 
ten  thousand  strong.  forS  of  slu  h   aS°"  ""^  T^"^^^  '"'"-"''■;• 
Colon,al  cont  ngents.  and  dividLl  ^o  two T^^     T"^  ""'^^^  "^°^'"^ed 

zJZ7^,  aS'^L'^SnlL?''™'''  '^1  '^■•'"=«l'--'n=,  the  New 
was  as  follows  :_  ^"straJians  except  the  cavalry.     The  staff 

Co£[^Xa™tlt°^,ro '■"?'""' or  Canadians   „„aer 
^.rathconas  Ho^e,  u:;!^:^' sTeef '  ^"'°"''  "-I™"  ^td 

of  Vickers-Maximc:      TI      v       ..    <--inadian  Battery  and  t  nnn^J   ^ 
under  Colonerwi  ian?:e^lH,erl;-'^"'==  ^™'/m^^^^^^^^^ 

Genera,   Rldle,s  ^^.:^t:S^S;  I^^^ZL 
^or,  Roberts,  always  appreciative  of  the  Colonials,  ordered  the 
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buried   with   honours  appron    ■  l  to  th?  \^.'",^'"''?"'^'":  ^'^-'"e  to  be 
officers  services  ''PP'^^'P'-'^'tc  to  the  distinction  of  that  gallant 

rn^S^^S:^^:^^^^  P'--  ,^  ^-er  to 

to  co-operate  by  forcini  ^-^  n  ^^'r  Ived\ers  BuIIer  was  asked 

enemy^s^Ii„e  of  etrea     1..V  ]  e  t^is^  '"^1  ^!"^M'^'--^^ening  the 

ties,.i  until  North;:^;  Natal"  ;HLrb:  X^r"!,:''^  ^''^''^;"- 
considered  it  unsafe  to  move  westwird  A.,-  ,  ""  ^""""'^  ^'^ 
necessity  for  stroncr  action  in   thp  In  /     /^f  ^'"^'"g'y.  to  meet  the 

decidedtheNatal  1^-elT  WsLm  J  "  •  "^"  ^'^''  ^'''''''  '^  ''^^ 
ground,   minus  the    Ten  Ii    Div  S^^^^^  '"  ^^^  own 

moved   by  sea  to  East      on  J  n  0  enters),  which   should   be 

tl^e.  El,L    i);vis£:r\a£^r"  iS^e?  ^m"S^  I?  ?''''' 

•south  of  a  h-nedr^  n  Jn.  r '  ,  T  ""^  ."P^^^^  ^'^^^^  ^he  country 
be  almost  u2r    ontol    but  tt"^^^^^^^^^  Bloemfontein  seemed  to 

of  Bloemfontein  hacll^'yet!  t^bflc:!?^  Tsl^ed '"  ^"^^'^  ^"''--^ 

but  very  many  of  these  be^n  i    ^^^  ^'^'^'■'  '">  ^'^''^'^^  ^^^rts  : 

refused  any  loLer  to  swallow  fh.  ^'^"^•.^>"^P/o"^«  of  unbelief,  and 
London  and  tlSmerica  w.Ln  ■""''^"'^'^  '^^'  ^"^^'^  had  taken 
the  President  rndoXkinsmT^^  ''•'  "^^  ^'"  ^'^^  ^°^-'  -'^'^^ 
the  trouble  to  repeaP  Dk"^ '•,,?/ r^^'i'^'  '"  '^^  •'^'^"svaal  took 
of  them  genuinely  vvhneoJr        ^''"^  ^^^^^•"^'^^"'■••endered-some 

venience^ake.  buVrnfsor^Sr  oThl^'  ^r  "P-""  °'^  '"'^^  '■°'-  '=°"- 
to  their  farms,  and  diledTveiredrn'''  ^  T,'""'^"''8^^"^>-^°°'< 
and  despicable  spies      wSZ     ^'?"' ^''^  ^S^ting-men  into  mean 

cope,  and  the  proE.  of  1  ow  to  n-.'^^'^  'f  ''"'  ^'^'^"''  ^° 

to  solve.     Still  the  task  of  ren^rir  I    '^^  ' '.""  '°"'^  ''^^"^^  ^'"'e  ^ime 
tinued.  all  working  to  bdngXt^^^^^^ 
as  possible.  ^  ^  "'''^  ^°  '^  conclusion  as  speedily 

mob^U^^artSt'orthe  mr:''l  ^'^'^  "^^^^  '^  '—  the 
section  VtheVickLtlVT.^:^  of  the  troops.     One 

each  cavalry  brio-ade'dZ  ^T  ^'"'"''^  ^''"'^  ''^^  ^"^^^ed  to 
infantry.  To  ad^ft  the  mohni  v  ? ';k  '?  '""'^  ^''^''^^  ^^  "^^^'n^ed 
of  each  battery  wte  reduce?  oH  ^'  ^'"""'^  ^"'"^''y  ^'^^  ^^ggons 
each  gun.        ^  ^"'^''  '°  ''^''^^'  '^P^'-^  teams  being  allowed  for 

dive'Sd  S  Kin&^it"Ht^^  ""^^l  '^--'  ^^-^  been 

(Gatacres,  now  aerrSd^sf S   "     "'  '"^  '''"  ^^''^  ^'^•'«'°" 
lermsides)  which  was  concentrated  at  Bethanie 
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were  fulfilling  a  part  of  Lord  Rohprfc'.-  o^i,  r 

righ.-hand  LuUoJ,  corner  u.hcl-^rst  '''--'"f "■■'''  ^^  "'° 
Assisting  t:,em  was  General  Har,,  wUh  a  1^  igad^f  Hu  terCS' 
sion,  and  engaged  a  so  n  the  oneration  u>.r,.  fl,  ^^""'ers  Div,- 

under  Generariirabazon,  and  part  ote'^.h  ■Tu'"'^  .'"^^'""-y- 
General  Brabant.  Anotl  er  n  ut  of  H,!.  I  !-"'""'^'V^['H^'''^'  ^"''^'•• 
towards  Wepener  at  the  bLinn  n/  o  rl  ^^^  'k''^'>  ^'"^  "^^^'^'^ 
blockaded  by  the  enemy  ancfl3wL-^  "'■'■'^^  ^'''"^  ^'^^'"^  ^^^^^ 
as  serious.  L^ord  Kob^^t^  w^'H  f;^.rr^  ^^^f -^^^ 
mg  movement  which  would  have  the  c£  nf 'r.^  r  u'^'T'S^- 
from  the  end  of  the  Free  State  altogeSier  """^  '^^  ^^^""^ 

the  war.  and  were  only  forced  into  filhn^  in'r^    "Tn^'   '''^   '^ 
by    the    Boers,    others,    as    w^L^aSe     .^7        ''^^ 

s,oner  chosen  for  his  experience  in  ColoniaTn,",  erT  cl'^.^S^^" 
set  on  foot.    TchaneeS  also  mar- "'r'  "P^"'"""'  "<>-  being 

.heir  valne  as^Lln'iid  V'lireN',;;  „1"f  ^Lr,;:^^^^^^^ 

S"';H?s.;fs-TeSr'l,v£T'"f  ,T^"  °" V  -  ^ 

philatelists  were  aU  on X  a  ert    .nd  «        "'  ""' n"'     Naturally°,he 
fetching  absurd  prices  fn  tSw^"'' "'""'"  ''^  ^''^  "^  '■'■'P'''^-  ""e 

som?whroriSdt„«rTwafo°r  '  ""'fK  °,"  "'=  ■«"'  "^ ^P^'  a 
on  behalf  of  he  \\"dows'    ,„ro?''h     ''•''r  =  y''"'^lx'"'i.nts. 


IS  ditty,  to  the  tune  of  "Auld  Lang  Syne 
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by  Miss  Fraser,  the  claiiglit.r  of  Mr.  Steyns  former  opponent  for 
he  I  residency      Among  tin-  marketables  were  portraits   of  Lord 
Roberts  and   Mr.   Kruger.      rhese  were  tlie  work  of  some  of  the 
artist  j.jurnahsts.     "  Hubs"  was  "knocked  down"  for  a  bi-  fi<rure 
and  became  the  property  of  Lord  Stanley    a  valuable  tronluMhat 
may  vvell   become  an   historical   heirloom.     This  CMicert  was  only 
one  of  the  many  rff,ns  at  harmony  made  by  Lord  Roberts,  who 
as  diplomatist  and    statesman  as  much  as    soldier  and  conqueror 
foresaw  a  future  wherein  the  people  of  the  Free  State,  oriiinalh' 
actuated  by  no  animosity  towards  the  British,  would  become  recon- 
ciled to  the  beneficent  rule  of  the   British  l<:mpire,  as  contrastipfr 
with  the  despotic  rule  of  the  Boer  Republics,  and  live  side  by  side 
with  us  in  the  true  spirit  of  liberty,  fraternity,  and  equality  enjoyed 
by  British  subjects.  /      J  /^" 

WITH   LORD   METHUEN-TIIE   BATTLE   OF  BOSHOF 

Apinst  the  misfortunes  of  Koorn  Spruit  and  Reddcrsburcr  we 
would  place  one  brilliant  victory-a  victory  gained  by  Lord  Mettiuen 
at  Boshof.  mainly  through  the  smartness,  bravery,  and  unspeakable 
steadiness  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry,  who  were  under  fire  for  the 
first  time,  and  the  splendid  dash  of  the  Kimberley  Corps  whose 
experiences  during  the  siege  had  lifted  them  almost  to  the  rank  of 
veterans. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  Lord  Methuen  at  the  end  of 
February  took  up  the  post  of  Administrator  of  the  Kimberlev 
district,  which  extends  as  far  south  as  the  Orange  River,  subse- 
quently leaving  Colonel  Kekewich  in  command  of  the  local  forces. 
1  he  (general  commenced  active  operations  on  the  western  frontier 
tor  the  purpose  of  clearing  the  country  of  rebellious  obstructions' 
and  protecting  the  lines  of  communication  with  the  north. 

At  Boshof  there  was  concentrated  a  comparatively  larffe  army 
composed  of  two  batteries  of  artillery,  about  6coo  infantry,  and 
looo  mounted  infantry,  which  were  massing  together  to  march  to 
Kroonstadt,  where  they  expected  eventually  to  take  their  place 
as  the  left  wing  of  the  main  army.  The  town  itself  presented 
a  desolate  aspect,  all  the  Dutchmen  being  absent  on  commando 
under  Commandant  Duplessis,  and  being  in  force  on  the  Vaal 
River,  some  miles  distant. 

Lord  Methuen  hearing  that  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  was 
moving  along  the  Jacobsdal  road,  and  threatening  his  communi- 
cations, ordered  Colonel  Peakman  to  effect  its  capture.  As  a  result 
of  this  order  a  most  successful  fight  took  place,  some  five  miles  east 
of  Boshof,  on  the  5th  of  April. 

Taking  part  in  the  action  were  two  companies  of  the   Bucks 
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Yt^omanry,  one  of  the  licrks  \'eonianry,  one  of  tlic 

ni;inry,    one    company    of    the 

Sherwood  Ratij^ers,  one  of  the 

Yorkshire  Yeomanry,  and  also 

the  Kimberley  Mounted  Volun- 
teers.      With    these    was    the 

Fourth  Battery  R.F.A. 

The     Imperial     Yeomanry 

under   Lord    Cliesham   on   this 

occasion  had  their  first  c'lance 

of    distinguisliing     themselves 

and     seized     it,    behavinj^,    as 

some  one  who  looked  on  said, 

"like    veteran     troops."      The 

affiir     began     in     haslc.       A 

Yeomanry  patrol  suddenly  dis- 
covered the  enemy  and  an- 
nounced    his     near    approach. 

There  was  a  rush.     "  To  horse  ! 

to  horse  !  "  sang  out  thf  troopers 

keen   for  action.     Their  steeds 

were  grazing,   but  in  less  than 

thirty  minutes  every  man  was 

careering    off    to    duty.      The 

Boers,  some  sixty-eight  in  num- 
ber,   were    tenanting   a   kopje, 
and  round  their  lair  the  troops 
disposed  themselves.  Lord  Scar- 
borough's   Squadron    of   Yeo- 
manr>-  lo  left,  and  the  Kimbcrlej^ 
Mounted  Corps  to  right.     The 
rest  of  the  Yeomanry  attacked 
from  the  front,  occupying  two 
small  kopjes  some  fourteen  hun- 
dred   yards    distant    from    the 
enemy.  These  promptly  greeted 
tiiem  with  a  persistent  fusillade. 
Then    the    right    flank    slowh,- 
began  to  creep  up,   taking  ad- 
vantage of  cover  as  nature  had 
provided,      while      the      front 
marched  across  the  open.    This 
advance    of    the    troops     was 
masterly,  thoufrh  no  cover  was 

available  till  the  base  of  the  kopje  occupied   by  the 
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deadly  buiki  on  ouT  adv^K    R-   ,'  '„'   T,'^;';,  ^S"""  P°"'f 
in  .S=  race  ....  ...e^,u.dei;r''i„3.:„''.irST;LT^i:™ 

d;sp:ay  of  .he  whi.e  Hag,  con.iau^d  t  fc:r    d  ™m'e,^^^': 

wounded  nu.b^r.d  four.e.,f  wKr'louIJrd  3.^:1^" 

poi«  d  g^lfiVt  ote*  tc'n*:=  XrThe^Sfef'"J?'^°  t^  T 
and  .he  cap.ure  of  Cronje  he  we,,,  ,o  .he  Cap^  ,ot«.°  he  Oxfod' 

whereon  lay  the  maPmed  and    Lin      W  trthnnT'"?  ,f''^^''°""^ 


L  great  extent, 
or  three  and  a 
iidiially  in,  and 
e  surroundinj; 
ce,  was  carried 
L'  for  which  all 

and   charged. 

Hocrs  hoisted 
irades  poured 
Ih'anis  of  the 
ules,  dropped, 
dl  consolation 

an  avenging 

ithin  seventy 
landing  their 
r  rifles  till  a 
re  unless  the 
This  threat 
ind  the  posi- 
:ame  the  sad 
le  succour  of 
Villiams  and 
's  dead    and 
red  seven, 
'ithin  eighty 
:n.     He  was 

of  patriotic 
■y's  call,  and 
we  purpcse 
d  of  a  week 
ildiering  all 
lel  Douglas 
operations." 
k  to  be  ap- 

Kimberley 
he  Oxford- 
It  his  fate — 
action, 
n  lowering 
Torrents 
he  ground 
owing  and 
leluge  and 
'  to  (.amp. 
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Under  cover  of  the  obscurity  some  of  th..  1-,.^ 
deavour  to  escape,  but  the  Yeoimnrl ,,  "^''  '"'^^'^  '"^  ^'I^'  en- 

to  allow  a  single  one  to  get  frer-2i  fi?'n'°?  ^^^^  "'  '^'"^''^  "  ^ag  " 
seeing  tl.eir  bedraggled  pH.e  lodg^^^'lt-l  '      '  '''  satisfaction  V 

Lord    Methuen    commanded     and       I,.  ,     ,  • 

gratified  with  the  success  of  the  4^^  tion?      H  "^  ,  '^""'^^^^    "^"^^^ 
coolness  and  method  with  which  -'.ll  I  1        i  ^''^  courage  and 

Colonel  Peakman.  of  Kin\b:rlet  fm      X'Tnd"?  "1"'"^  ^^^• 
plished  a  quite  unusual  record  of  fiaht'fnc^     r  ''J'''^''''>'   ''''^^°"^- 

amount  of  talent  in  the  field   and  hk  i      ^'  .^'splayed  an   immense 

him,  cut  off!  he  enemy's  retrtntwM  T^'"  '''''''y  ''''y  ^^o^V  of 

that  the  Boers  compL  S  o?  ,  ^  Zr'''")^^  ■^'^'"-  ^^  "'^'^^  indexed 
ently  retiring  hurriidly.  drew  em  within  ."'"  '','T''^^o,  by  appar- 
Our  troops  were  pittbg  trenseh-e^^    "^^ 

initiated  barbarians,  for'the  Tosdle  fo  r^^  '^'""?  "?  ""'■^''^  «■■  ^'n- 
the  notable  Frenchman,  ColSde  V  Ileh  %T^''' -i'^"  '''"'"'^^''^  °f 
officer  was  killed  by  sWapnd  fron.  1  e  ,df  F^^^^^^^  This  gallant 
Field  Artdlery  before  the  display  of  tfe  whitr'fl'  ^^^^"7^  ^X^l 
He  was  accompanied  by  manv  of  m1  •     ^""S  h'  the  Boers, 

prisoners.  The  force  inSeecf  wa  '  ^1  P''""'''  ^'^°  ^^'^  ^^'^en 
composed  of  Hollanders  Frenchml  r  ^'  '^^^"^"Pol'tan,  it  being 
Boers  only  belongincr  to  the  con Z n  P^'^S"''  '""^  ^"^^''''"s.  thref 
escaped.  Eight  we?e  ki  ed  s,v  w"  ',  ,^°'  ^  "^^"  «^  '^^  ^"emy 
prisoners,  with  si.xty  hor  es  and  tL'^K'"'"  ^"^  ^^'y-^""^'  P^^vglo^ 
camp      Two  guns  vJere  Ss^  cTptured       ^'^^^'^''  ""'"'  ^^°^'^'^^'  -^o 

on  all5dTs:mV^^^t'totnl\'T'r  .''^^"^f"^^  ^^  ^'^gised 
disposed  to  look  down  on  ttirbrothi^r^Vn^^  ^'i  ^^^'"  ^«"^^^hat 
inexperienced  England.  The  m  <n  fiL^  "  •' •^'■'  '■''"'  ^'^'''^^^  ^nd 
and  all,  the  grit  displayed  hv^I,^  "  ?"  "P""'^  ^'^'^^^  '"^pired  one 
were  the  subject'  orn^^ch'^c^r^'t' ^"f  ""f  -'^-^^'-gatio"n 
home  his  applause,  said-  "  WW  nil  I    i  ^-^'^"'^1  trooper,  writing 

invidious  to  n-.entionai^y  one  in  ofrt?^^^  '°  ^""  '^  '^  ^'"^o^^ 
fine  spirit  whi.:h  animatedTen  Tyoutl'l  "'  '"  '"^^/^"^^  °^  ^^e 
I  have  ascertained,  SercreaS-iorr^  TT  'r^  ^^^^^  "^mes 
and  Throgmorton,  a  trooper  in  ^  Stldf  't,  ^"''"  ^'^°"^^-^y' 
•n  action  after  bein<^  wounded  fhV.f^:  ,  ^^'^^^  *^°  continued 
shoulder,  and  the  lie  ith  ^J^  TV'"^'  '",^^'"^"^  ^'^'"^^gh  the 
sooner  than  crowd  the  unbuhnce^  ev  T^""^  I"  ''^^  '^^^'^>'  ^"^ 
miles  in  the  darkness  through  n".  r  7  '^''^  '"  afterwards,  twelve 
been  my  lot  to  wiSs    Th  X-  ^^'''  '^under-storms  it  has 

they  were  in  they  alone  know  "       ^    '''"'  ^""^  ^"^^''"^^  '"  ^he  state 
de„J^?:i.:!l:r^J^^£ench  colonel  who  fcl,  .as  entirely  confi-        . 
^is  compatriots  to  J-!rSs^t--f^-- 
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issued  a  >„anifesto  addressed  to  Zv       7  /'^"   ^'''''^'-     ^^^  ^^^^ 
of  which  ran  thus  ,_^'''''^  ^^  ^'^^  French  leg.ons,  the  translation 

^on^^^t^'::^:^^^^^^^^  co„.ade.-Omcers,  Non- 
we  understand  each  otl>er,  and  therefore  lVno^\  ;'''  "°'  ^°'"8°"^"  "'e,  and 
front  of  the  Vaal  a  people  whom  1 1  desired  to'^oh  nf  r":  ,  ^^''''  ''  '"^'■*^  ^» 
and  us  l.berty  in  order  to  satisfy  JnTc^uit-^lH^U  ■.  ','^^'^''  "'  P'-^P^'-'i^s, 
that  runs  in  the  veins  of  this  peonleT.  iTl^  X  ^  ,"'  ^o^vnfall.  The  blood 
fore,  owes  to  it  some  striki^  SLt.tion  ^on,^'''"''L'^'°°^-  ^''^'^'>  '''^re- 
nien   whom  a  soldier's   ten.perre't    'Zt  ^    ^^  "'^^  '     ^ou  are  the 

nationality,  has  gathered  under  his  nZl'T  '"  ^'^  ^'■"^'  obligations  of 
with  it  the  best  of  fortune!  To  n  e  you  .re  the  fi^^  f"^^  ""^  "'^'  ^'S  bring 
attacks  and  knows  not  retreat ''  ^  '"^  '^""'''^'^  '^'P^  ^^  ^  ^oop  that 


He  also  wrote  to  the  Parisians :— 


and  I  will  receive  vou  here  •  inH  j  ''^«'°!^^'^'<^s  would  be  able  to  do.  .  .  .  Come 

-.we  will  shoi  ^^^:^^:s:^:/2!^:^^-^!z^-^-^^i 

eve:'^:S^:?;:-K^^;t;'^^^^^^         distinctl>.  poor,  how- 
serv^d  to  de.nonstr  te  astound-Tl n^nk^^'^iS" ^"'  ""^^"^  ^^^'■^•^''>^ 

Methuens  hands  served  to  ow  '"v'^^^f^^  ^^"  '"^^  Lord 
orders  for  the  movements  on  ADrn  .  ^'^  f  ^'  '  '^^"^^  ^'^^ 
respondent  of  the  Z^^i?  zJ^i,.^,^/; ,1  ^'  ^'"""'^'^^^^    ^Y  '^^^    -or- 

ro^^::^'ii^ij^:i;rri4]^  z^^l^''^  ^^^^^^^  ^^"o-  its 

purpose  the  following  dispositio  ^'^11  b"  ob  erv^ed  't'."^  '^f'^"''^"  ^^'^  ""« 
lour  <,'clock  in  the  afternoon,  with  t  e  deLchmenrnf  I  '°'""'"  ^'"  ^^'  ^^^t 
Dan.cil,  in  such  a  manner  as  just  to  reacTBrh  "f  h  u'  "'i^"'"  Field-Cornet 
the  detachment  will  divide  and  vviM  r^n.hM  •  ^  "i^""'-  ^'  ^  certain  point 
ti^e  east  and  west  of  the  towa  Boshof t  sit'nn.'' H '^'"'''^  ^^"'''  °^  ^^^^"^bly  to 
certain  kopjes,  of  which  the  impomnce4d  S'^  'V  ^^"'H'  ""'^  '^  tanked  by 
as  follows:  to  the  norti,,  twoTS  Lm-1  1?  ^'■°"' '''" '°^^" ''''■^ '•^Ported 
tance  from  the  towii.  Between  ]h^n,  ^^  '  T^^^^  guarded,  and  a  good  dis- 
tl>e  east,  on  the  road  to  K  mbe  lev  whSfit  V'  Hoopstadt-Boshof  rfad  To 
guarded   by  the  enemy.     Upon  Vs    t  Rn?"''"^^^^ 

Finally,  to  the  south-east  Ke  town  anJ T  T"  '"''"."?  '^'^''  Position, 
kopje,  where  the  English  have  -ui  ont^n=.  r  /r  ''''^  °PP°^'*^  *«  '''  'here  is  a 
s  formed  a  small  pafapetorstres  about  hnff  If  T'  ,  ^V''  ^"'^'"'•'  ^'  'his 

,    "  The  plan'^^aSt  ck  wi'blSrS  out  und  "'"/r  ^"f-'-  of  tl>e  town, 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  tS/ bSI  CrSSlSlS^'^Sf  SU  t 

if.  ^ 
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h,  situated  two  kilometres  fronj  the  town      rL V         ''"'^''-'  ''^'"""d  '''<^  Kopje 
tliere  await  the  final  operations,  as  wel  as  tl  e  nntr"  '"'^  '''"  ^^°'^'^  ^^'-^  ^vill 
One  man  will   be  left   behind  wuirelh    trnn^r.^'T"''' ''" '''^'"^  "'-^ '^^ 
Saeremburg  and  Lieutenant  de  Breda  will    bc^roH      ,'"'"•     Commandant 
men,  the  importance  of  wliose  mission  will  be  ,e,d  v  f'^P^''^"'-^' ^''^ose  these 
t^ieir  Vigilance  will  depend  the  safety  of  U  e  rvn^HJf    ^  ""derstood,  since  upon 
The  group  left  behind  will  be  under  the  orirsorNfJ^,'?  /"  ^'f  '"^"^  °''  '^''^'^■ 
standing  at  the  head  of  tlie  horses,  which  wifl  Llfu\    ^''^ '"""  ^^i"  '•^n^^i" 
'"  iVS^r"^'  -f  the  mules,  all  ^eldy  ha^essed  ""'  '"'^^^'  "^  -•' 

twent^'nSS^^t^  Snt^'h f  Ihf  ^^  ^f  ^  "'-"  ^"  ^hree  Echelons, 
special  direction  of  the  General! wSl  be  formed  w  t?"'r  ''''.'^°"'  ""'^^'^  "><^ 
centre  erhelon,  commanded  by  Commandant  S  ^  k'^  ^'"^""'^  P^''^t°°"-  The 
lialf  of  the  Dutch,  and  the  left  nnn'r-  ^''^'^^™'^"'&.  will  consist  of  one- 
Furthermore,  the  men  who  have  beer  in  Sle'r^l  ^f^'  "'  '^'^  ^'''^  i^^lf 
groups  will  appoint  a  leader,  from  whom  t  L  wHl  V,  ""^^^'"^  '^g^^her  in 

out  of  touch.     When  these  groups  do  not  eS   Tr  T  ''?""'  ''^''^'^  "^'  ^^' 

^  O.C10C.  in  his  ^^4:!^,^t^i:s^^-i^::^:-^ 

groups  and  lie  down  instantly.  It  ii  of  rnmoln.  "^  """  '"^  '^^  ''^^^s  of 
t.on.  of  the  search-light,  if  tlfe  Eng  Ish  have  ot  ai  to%'7^"l'^\^^^  '"^^^^'g'''- 
been  ascertained.    The  moment  the  rnv  ,•«  t,!^    T.  ?^''°^'  ^^'"'^'^  has  not  yet 

will  make  his  group  lie  dol,  Ind  t  e  ma  ^^^7^'^'  ''"  '^*^''^^°"'  ^''^  '--^^er 
.s  turned  away.  At  the  rise  of  Kope  D  a  I  U  ^^'T"^''^  ""'''  '''^  ^'^'^^ 
cemetery,  and  the  Saeremburg  crhefon  will  carrv  thl  T^'  K  ""^^  '^^'""^  ^''^ 
occupy  It      From  there  it  will  hold  he  tu^k?' ^S''^^^^?^^''^"''  '^^  "'i" 

encamped  in  the  market-place  in  Boshof  itZlf  m  f  ^'  '^''^''^  '''^  ^"gl'sh 
resistance.  In  no  case,  for  L  easily  underif  7"^  "'''^'  "'^  ^'''  ^"ernpt  at 
town.  Firing,  moreove  ,  can  onK  be^arWeT^t  K ''''n"'  ^J-"  "'  ^'"^  "P°"  ">e 
of  conimand  given  by  the  head  of  each  g'oup  •''  '°'''^''  '^'^'^'^"''^^^  "^^  ^^'^--d 

j5aaIs;rn;KS  rtnS^mp'^uSr'^"^  ^^"  P^^^  ^  -"  ^^'-^  the 
French  dchelon,  after  firing  twf  voile vTwHr,^  '  '"^ "  .  ^"  ^'^'^  ^^^^^t,  the 
'Transvaal  and  Free  State  ! 'TnnilftCi.r^  "^'/^^ '''^'"S'^'  ^'"^  'he  cry, 
"o  bayonets,  the  rifles  will  be  kepT  oa5ed  an7n  ''  'i"  ^T''  ^'  '^''^  ^^^ 
position  of  the  charge.     After  hnv  ni  ^nd  carried  under  the  arms  at  the 

south,  the  rout  will  fe  accompli  S^dLfirin'  T  T'  ''T  ^''^  ''''  ^o  th^ 
remain  under  the  orders  of  the  Generic  ."^'  ^"^"'^"^"^  dock's  dchelon  will 
on  the  Kimberley  road  on  the  Koni.  r  ?  'T'Y'  ,'"°"'^  ^he  Boers  placed 
could  also  render  assistanrJ    ,Y  fH^  ''''''^  '°  '^''^^  ^^'th  the  fugitives      He 

favour  to  turn  tie  a  S^'HeUu1dThe7h'^^^^^^  'r  ^^^'-^^hould  en! 
F.eld-Cornet  Coleman,  who  wHl^^  '  1  e  left  'of^  tS^a  l'- ''"  f  ^^"'"^''^^  "^y 
to  observe  ail  that  may  be  menaced      fJ    t  ^^^  '"  '"*^''  ^  "'^""er  as 

conform  to  the  general  movement  StJ,/  ^  P^'P"'^'  ''^^  Afrikanders  will 
as  the  ..ttac'.  b^inron  The  S  o?  th^  P  J"'';.  "'^  '^'P''^^'^'^'  •''"^  --^tire  as  soon 
<^'^--.--tion.       ^  """*  °^  ^^^  ^"Shsh  camp  to  a  distance  suitable  for 
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h    I 

;!     If 


■     S 


hanZrcS'^''  '■"'''""■°"  "'^  '^'•'"^  ^^''^^  '-'«  ^iU  be  covered  with  a  white 

between  300  and  400  nJ  wSeverhatens'tl-^  .'''"''  ^'''^''■''''-  ^e 
ber  that  tiieir  moral  superiority  is  ol^r^f^f'  ^  ^^sailants  should  renien,- 
retreat,  they  can  easily,  S^S^VtrdT'i^^^^^^^^^  ^"'^  ^^  '"  '^'  ^^^"'  °f 
from  Boshof  without  risk."  ^        darkness,  regain  their  liorses  and  retire 

out  'va^itTaf  tflrcdelf  and"lr!'r'"^^  "^^^  ^°"k  with- 

tionswhic'h  were  reSdt^th"^^^^^^^  ^^'^^  °P-- 

^r«;«^,.  makes  a  quaint  comrtsItoTh.  T  ^^T'^P''^''''  ^''■ 
quartermaster-sergeant  of  the  nPr.M  V  ^''^  description  of  a 
tlie  events  of  the^stHf  April  •-  Yeomanry,  who  thus  sketched 

bust^cau^t^d^ill^^ed"  ;rLr^^^^^  we  were  soon  a., 

our  patrols  had  been  shot  in  the  St  hv  n  r.  ^^"^  Post-haste.  One  of 
trotted  off  for  about  two  hours  and  tLn^  ^^'"u^  ^^"^  ^^  ^^^--s-  We 
bottom  of  a  kopje.  WrdisniountcS  and  L.'^"^''  """"  °"'-«P^nned  at  the 
and  began  exchanging  shSr    Then  ^"'^J^'  f "  ""'".^  "^o'-e  kopjes  close  by 

round  to  their  ri  Jn  ^and  half  I  the  leff  to  c^ft  "TA  '"'  ''''  °'  "^  ^^"^ 
artillery,  of  which  three  runs  had  follnwL  ,      u  "'^""  '"^"'^^'J   and  our 

When  we   had   got  well    round    ih.n  ^•^'  ''^^^"  '°  ^''^"  f'^^  in  front, 

to  the  attack,  tfkSng  over  't 'en  after  '7""'"'  if^^'"  ^"^  ^^^-""^ 
twenty  yards;  then  a  few  more  voJevs    ..H  ""  •''°"'^''    '■^"  "P     ^bout 

about  a  hundred  and  fifTy  TaSs       hen  ul      ^/^""  ""J''  ^e  were  within 
bayonets.     About  seven  vvard.frnn,^^     f  ""^'^^  "^   '"^^  ^o""  ''  with  fixed 
We  had  to  clamber  Sigh^ a  ?d  then   wh'en°^  "'""'  ^f  "  '^''S^  wire  fence 
they  came  out  and  surrendered      fee  w  "  Th-T'^  '^c^'l  ^^'^  ^'^'^^  ^way, 
had  fifty-four  prisoners,  amoTgst  them  Glnerar^e  vll. °s  -'m   '^'"•1^'  ""^  we 
or  five  more  Frenchmen      ThevUnT      ,"^?!  ^f  Villebois-Mareuil  and  four 
dynamite,  so  they  w^re  evident^  or  \       'r"^"^  "'"'"  *■""  ^'^  ^"""unition  and 
up.     They  were  stSed  on    IVkopTes"  Th^one''^"  '°"",  '^'^^^  ^'^  °"- 
was  on  the  rigiu.     Most  of  therbulkts  fell  IL^.     ^m'  °''"  ^°'  went  against 
and  when  we  made  our  final  rush  thev  iS  '  ^^'H  we  were  advancing, 

escaped  before  we  reached  tl  em  It'^X^'abru;  five  frl  ^T" '^  °'  ^^^"' 
was  over,  and  we  commenced  a  tweTve-n'ile  Lr.h  ^  "^  '^^^\  '^^  ^^"^^ 
After  going  about  two  miles  it  ciml  on  ^  i  J  '"  "'"P  ^I'O"'  5.45. 
thunder-storm  all  the  wa^  tf  r:^n,n  1  •  u  ^^""^^  ^"^  we  had  a  very  heavy 
night,  wet  to  the  skin.^  ^  '"'P'  ^'"'^'^  ^^  '"^'^'^^^  ^^out  ten  o'clock  S 

of  t^B^^:;t!ii^i;i:^^j;--^  f  ^^e  marauding  parties 
restore  confidence  i  Lord  Eh  ^  f^^'f '  ?^  '"^^-  ^^  ^^''^^^  to 
had  been  consid:Uiy^sS;te'^e"'r;\L^trs£P;?r '^^r  "-''^'^ 

effect  L  the  reff  and  ^  ve  7h  '°"^^  ""^.  ^"^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^^erin^g 
hostih-ty.  '      "^  ^"^^  ^^^"^  P^^se  •"  their  mad  career  of 
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sition  On  thp  Sfl  V,  ^wir Lopjesfontein  Parni  without  oppo- 
Cheats Wdt^'ta'ctd'^^^^^  by   iZl 

a.  daybreak,  two  ^yir^  ^::TZ'lt^,,^!:,^  -f'^' 
to  south-east  and  east  of  the  camp  Colonel  M  ,  ^"f"^*'  Douglas 
Kimberley  Mounted  Corps^  fmm'  P  I  r  ''°",  (commanding 
Colonel  ^Lhons  movemS^  onThictt;'re"e7:fAHSf^'^>'- 
depenclmg,    must    be    taken    in   detail    later   on  .  ^     m  ^ ''''' 

operated  in  this  district  till  the  mh  of  M.v  K  u"^  Melhuen 
Hoopstadt  and   brought    his   fore  ^  with  n^ufe  IT  oF  T"''  •" 

arralyd'L  foS;t  :1  '""^^   ^'^^    ^'^'^^   ^'-'-    '^'^^    ^^-n   re- 

£SX^^et?^cIn^!f\/'!^V^tn  -"  ^SS^'(M^ 
Field  Batteries;  37t  HoSr  Batterv  £  ^^^"f°"^  4^^.  20th.  and  44th 
Lord  Chesham  .i-Tst  BaUahon  frd  Rot.fl  ^"''^.["nP""'''  •  Yeomanry  (Colt^el 
Cape  Police.  Damond  Fields  Horse  ?^"^''°"'  5th  Battalion,  loth  Battalion. 
Fields  Artillery.  °''^'  ^^''  ^^-mberley  Light  Horse,  Diamond 
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CHAPTER    II 


"^^AF]:KING,    APRIL 

has  been  said,    Com,.,and-,nr    c;"     ^     .    *  ^^'""^''-     ^s 
^'^'"ber  of  slain   was   greatly  c^a'™/"^'"?'''?  '^P""''  "<"  ^he 
would  not  give  up      C^nr-.fn  r      "^    ,      .'   ^"^    ^'^^  wounded    he 
was  buried  in  the^^ehSX^  tTf'  ^'^^  ^'"""^  ^'^^^  «^  '^'«  '"Juries 
a  .sad  memorial  of  deet  of  dtin  "  '  Z^"!^  '''  '[f,j^-^-S,  already 
definite  was  known,  and  it  was  "belie  erVwfT"'  ^^'"'-^'^"  "°^'^'"J 
who   had    been    buried    by    the    Boer        r     .  -^  ""^^  ^"^^"^  ^'^^^"^ 
Hussars    w-as  still  in  the  handsoffl?.  P'"""    Maclaren    (13th 

ously,  if  not  mortally,  wounded  t,-T?P  PT^"^*"'  ^"^^^n- 
Plumers  side  were  said  to  be  sevenTv  ei^h?  't  ""^^'1?  ^"  ^^'^"^J 
men  were  killed,  three  officers  and  ThTf^'  ^  ^°  ^'^'^"''^  ^"^  -^'-^ 
and  one  officer  and  eleven  men  were  -W  ^""'^  "'""  ^'^''^  wounded, 
On  the  4th  of  Anrll  fhi       were  taken  prisoners. 

Lieutenant  'sJL^J:^   wt.;^^!": ^' A^i  ??-^  ''^  ^--'  <^^ 
despatch    for   Colonel    Baden-PoweM   fl  ^^  ^''^'^'"S^    ""'^''y'^^'S   a 
appearance  was  naturally  a  si<.n  jL       '   ?"'°""    ^''""^^'•-       His 
every   crumb   of  news    from  fh.        I  T^''^^  ^"^  excitement,  as 
pearls.      Previous    t^this    vis       ony"^"    ^°''^'    ^^^   P'-^^'ous   as 
cychst-had  succeeded    in   g      n^   tLu"b    .t'^'n  -an-Reuters 
Sm.theman   was   well  acquafnted  wi  h^hf    ^'    ^°"'"  ''"^^-     Mr. 
tinguished    himself  as   a   scZ    fn   1        \.    ^"""try,   and    had   dis- 
atest  exploit  was  full  of  nTonen     .nJtl^"''''^   "^"P^'^"'     His 
thus  establishing  a  link  with  Z  ^'arrison  ?'  '^"'  "°  '^'^"^^  ^^^^  •'" 
wth  important  results  when    he^oon  >  """'  ^^"'^  ^^  '"''^"gJ^t 

of  the  garrison  should  present  itself^P,  ""^  '^  '"'S"^P^  ^'^^  '"^^■-f 
h.s  way  una  the  beleigured  town  v  ■-  ^e  r"''  ^^•'"'"  '^'-^'^  "^^^e 
personrTe  who  claimed  by  mean  r^  '  !."  ^  '''  "^'"'^  diviner-a 
about  .'  Boers,  as  other  Xlnc^' i^'^'^/^- ffr""  ^^e  where- 
water.  .Vhether  Lieutenant  SmrV-r'^^^^^l^^^  ^^e  presence  of 
the  acumen  of  the  native  or  to  Tl  "  '  V  r  ,^"  '""^^  ^°"^"^t  to 
much  disputed,  but  the  result  was  em I'n  r';/  ^  ""f- V'  °^"  ^^^'°"«  ^as 

Commandant  Snyman  havinrbe  " -i.nT  fo  "T' 

^^  ee  .     ...ent  for  a  day  or  two,  the 
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.he  office  of  ^lajo'r'cLJ^Tdt  "T„'"4f""i:^;r''^;' ."-  "P 
returned  to  Colonel    Plumer    h  Z;,  "^^  /"i-   Mr.   Smitheman 

information.  A  pa  tv  of  na;ivr^w  ^  -Pon  h,m  much  serviceable 
Kanya.  but  vvere^Srcep ted  bvTh"'""  '^'^^^'^^our.d  to  escape  to 
and  forced  to  return  There  wL  1  """"^y-^^'-'PPecl.  sjamboked, 
Boers  and  some  Fincoes  X  t^'l  ^  '"''""  ^^^'  ^^^^^^"  ^^^ 
^Pedition^  ^3e  de^nSd  l^rr^JZ^^y  V^^^^f 


The  Native  Village  of  Mafeking. 


hours  but  only  one  man  was  left  to  tell  the  tale      Thlc 
lltsilir-'^'  '^  ''^  ''^'^-  «^  somf^efdtnltsTca^-ed 

SnyIt:'an7cL^nT B^1':"C^^^^  ?^"^f  '^^^^^"  Commandant 

alleged  employment  of '4rb.l^^^^^^  '°  ^'^^  ^^'-^^^'-'^ 

expeditions  :-  barbarians     by  the  British  in  cattle-raiding 

7-^  //.^  /^.«.«;.  Colonel  Baden-Powell,  Mafeking 

out,  with  your  Honour's  k.twLVnat';  all v  t'LT^''^'  "^''"^^^  ^'"^  ^^-^ 

and  murder.      I  am  very  soTrv  to  =!!  m  T'.     ^""'^  °'^*'^'''  ^°  PJ"nder,  rob, 

am  very  sorry  to  see  that  tyranny  carries  away  the  good 
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nature  of  so  polite  a  nntion  as  the  Enclisl,      Ti,^„  i 
liavc  notliing  dse  in  view      ']\vZu,rfr  ""^   '"'"'^ 

W    on  i  •,  ■,°;L'-'!''f  •     '  "T"''  >■'"  '»  '"  ti»cl  enouLS 
I  ic.ibc  send  an  ambulance  um  or  t  li.vi  r*.-^,     n       •       .'' 

Konie,  and  notify'  me  in-meSd/t/^t^^^^    j!^;',,;^'^ 

n.y  burghers  to  point  out  the  hJlo.ncU.^^rZ.!:;!!. 


that  the  barbarians 
wcciv  in  a  northerly 
of  a  wouncled  native 
rty-two  were  sent  on 
of  the  killed.  They 
'  to  fetch  tlie  bodies, 
direction  of  Canton 

I  will  send  some  of 
obedient  servant, 
"J.  R  S.N  V.MAN.' ' 

"  To  /as  IfonoHf  General  SNV.\r..VN.  "  •^'■^"^'^'^■^■'  '^^'''  7- 

to  ^^^^^u:^::£^t^f''fr' '''""'  °'"  '°-^^'3'.  m  regard 
a-^y  kind.  n,ueh  less  for  t  ^Tr'po  '  ,t ""i '1  "m  'r!'"?^'  ^°  '""^  ^  P^'  °'" 
the  case  to  my  notice.     As  regards  vonrH  -       °''''^"'  '-^  ^'"^  ''o'-  bringing 

killed  thirty-t^vo  natives  Y'fe^to^"Ln^v^tlnffT"^  ''''*'  f""  '^"'■^'-•^ 
about  these  men.     They  were  certi    Iv  nn/      •  .""'''  "°"""&  whatever 

myself,  nor,  so  far  as  llnr^^-^JT^^^.^lT:^  Z'^"  """^f"'  ''^''^'^^d  '"^O'" 
tbat  there  are  a  number  of  na  h'es  abo'Jt^l,/  ^'  ''^^'"'''^-  ^  ^°"'^  P°'"'  «"' 
owing  to  their  homes  having  been  burSnn  1  "'P'  '",'  '^"''"'"'^  ^•^"^'"o" 

and  it  is  only  too  probable^tlS  h^;  aTe '  ke-  Tho'^  ''  '?  'V°"'"  '''"•«"--''' 
to  endeavour  to  obtain  food.     Of  his     Invo  w^rn.?  '!''°  "'"''  °^^'"  '''''"'^^ 

their  acts  I  must  decline  to  be  lidd   n  \  "'  ^'°"'"  ''°"°"''  "^^'''^''e.     For 

to  be  your  obedient       vant,  iJ'  ^^--^P^^-'ble-I  have  the  honour 

C-o.ond  commanding-  i'.M.  troops  in  Mafekin-" 

^.Z\tSt  ^^^  ':±^  ^'  -^'-^  ^'^  enemy's  field-Iuns 
were    poured    i^  w  tT  uZ?  ll^l^  '^  '^^^  ^«^^"'  ^"^^'  ^''^"-^ 

into  the  wome  's    aa.er     fon     h^      Per.s.,stency       Thirty    dropped 

the  bombarda^nt  e^BoTrl  vvhn  f  f  ''"'P!'^>  ^"^'^'-  '^^^^'^  of 
corps,  made  a^^t  nek  o^Fc^^  Af  ''"  fV^'fofced  by  a  German 
been  disabled  by  tSr  shell  fire  Th""''  ''^'''^  ^'^^y  -magined  had 
find  that  the  cr..r^i^^n  of  r'  "^^  '"'"^'"'^  -somewhat  amazed  to 

ThecorporSifc  r:  who  Ind  c.^T  ""•  ''f'.^'^'  '^"^  ^'^'^--^■ 
got  withb  range       fddel^po^^^^^^  '^'^  T"-^'^^^"^^  '^^^^I 

ing  numbers.     Result     fie  ^nftlt  ''""^H  °"  '^^  q^proach- 

be%ccovered  later  under  \  Red  r.'"'",7  '"""V.^^'  °"  ^'^^  ^'^'^''  ^^ 

-dment  were  manran^d  4/iol  ^ rot^u-m  thetuf  1  ri'^^K 
was  struck,  at  another  <;r,m«  oU  n  u  f  ,  ^"^  L>utch  Church 
tl^rough  th;  air  stm  'ht  across  thn^  '^'^"T'"  .^"  ^^^  '"oadway.  flew 
tions  a  mile  on  thc'o  her  51     %  ""''"V^  ^^^^''  ^^'^"^■ 

duty  of  extractin'  tl?e  cl  a  S'wasT?  I  I'f  '°  '^"'''K^"^  ^^^^'"  ^I^^ 
doing  was  blown^o  rlbbonrpilces  of  h  m  h  """'     ^"^  T'  '""  ^° 

were  Wd  through  t£ti^:S£^^-^^ 

48 


tlic  barbarians 
ill  a  nortlicrly 
Aouncicd  native 
o  were  sent  on 
:  l<illcd.  They 
■tdi  tlie  bodies, 
lion  of  Canton 
II  send  some  of 
cnt  servant, 
'•  Snv.man." 

NO,  April  7. 

ly-     I"  regard 
issue  a  pass  of 
u  for  bringing 
your  burgiiers 
hing  whatever 
received  from 
>uid  point  out 
tute  condition 
our  burgiiers, 
tir  own  hands 
before.     For 
'e  the  honour 

Mafeiiing." 

s  field-o-uns 
,  and  shells 
y  dropped 
;r  cover  of 

a  German 
igined  had 
amazed  to 
It  kicking, 
^ilants  had 

approach- 
le  field,  to 
s  of  bom- 
:h  Church 
Iway,  Hew 
ul  detona- 
J  then  the 
man  in  so 
the  winds 
i  disaster, 
and  boot 
yards  off! 


SERGEANT-i8th  HUSSARS 


'  '  nto  Iiy  OlT 


■y*Co.,  Loiiilcil 


i,  f 


1.1  i 


pu 

th. 

th< 
rer 
of 
sea 
dei 
sta 

:iec 

Ion 
the 
the 
rec( 

trib 

and 

thrc 

who 

boss 

give 

won 

defe 

outh 

all  t 

seeiT 

stucl 

on  tc 

recei 


Mafeking,  April 


while  o'thersweri  Ztt'^paV^g  ;;/„"«  "w^:^.  H;;^  T,""' 

save  perLps  the  first  DrZi,,;^      ce„veyed  so  much  SMisfaction, 
a   message   f,    ,n   hef  Mafciv  wn^i^P       T" ' ''* '''"™'' ''"■' 

pursued  their  way.  screenincr  thL!«f  ^;     ^"^^  nevertheless 

the  bodies  of  the  cattle  whih??  ^'  ""'  ""^  P^^^'^le  behind 
the  Boer  fire  was'uner  fn/atd  so Tn''  '  "'fi?  '"  '^^^^  °^  ^'^^•^-  ^^^ 
remained.  These,  at  las?  had  tbr.h^^l  ^^'!f'r^  '^^  P^"""  ^^^^^^ 
of  ammunition  th^  caullruiers  we-  f^*- «wing  to  the  lack 

■scarce.  Such  as  werf  bounded  were' lerbehfnd"'^'  '^'^^^^^^-^ 
dered    by   the    Bner^      ^..,       i         •  Ijehind,  and  were  mur- 

staryation.  atten.pted  to  n[er?e  T"n  ^T'"  "'^°'  ^^°"^  f^^''  of 
death.  This  beKou  m^u  h  inceLed°  t[  H  'Vr?  ^'T  P"'  ^- 
longs  had  from  the  first  earned  the  esteem  o  'h  '  ^"^  '^^  ■^'''^• 
their  unswerving  loyalty.  MaT.,  R.nit  v  ^'l  ^°'""^""'^:'  by 
their  conduct,  and  exprLsed  f  hope  '  "i  The  r"!''?"'  ^"'T^^^ 
recognised  at  the  end  of  the  war      H.     a/d  "  '"^"^'^  ^"^ 

trib;"^:^  tlemo.^l^t^^^^';^;^'^'^^./^^^  B-^'ong 
and  said  to  him,  'Never  m>nd  rhl  ^''•„' '*:  '^"^^"^  magistrate, 
through,'  which  they  ceSy  hte  donT     rf  '°  ^^^  "^'^  ^^  ^^ 

^ed^t^srti^?^^^^  ^:^^^;sii^.^t 

rece.-"H  f--  '  .  P'^^s??t  to  note  that  after  the  rehef  the  Ra-alon-.; 
//tL  u  "r  'f  T'"T  °^  ^"^'''  ^P^e"did  loyalty)  -^-^'^"^5^ 

Jhe  better  the  day.  the  better  the  deed,"  wis  e'iiently  the  n,otto 
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of  th-  Boers,  for  on  Good  Friday  tho>  applied  their  enermes  to  the 

construction  of  new  trenches  and  fortmcLtions  about  S  hund  ed 

yards  beyond  their  former  position.     In  order  not  to  bl  behind    he 

t.mes    he  bread  rat.on  of  the  day  was  marked  with  a  cross   to  do  d^tv 

as  a  -hot  cross  bun."     On  the  following  day  misfortune'  Lun^  over 

the    place,  for  two  troopers.  Molloy  and  Hassell.  belon^inr^oX 

Fort  Ayr  garnson    were  caught  b/a  shell  and  mortally  wo  mded 

^arriso^^'"  ""'^    ^'"^    "^''^   ^P""'^   ^°   ^^'^    ^^e   spi^ritn?  the 

On  the  19th  of  April  the  Creusot  gun  was  withdrawn    mrl  tl,« 

mhabuants  took  heart.     To  vary  their^menu  tL^  now  engaLd  in 

1      T  J    L         ,.  ^'^"^y   ^'''■^'^  Wilson,  telegraphing  to  her  friends 

locusts  !    The  latter  msects  were  reported  to  be  tender  as  chirL^n 
and  as  tasty  as  prawn  "  almondised."    The  natives  had  a  .^ood^.^I 
and  v.s.bly  grew  fat.       On  the    following   d'ra  tdlra^^ri?  re' 

thTrSth^?  m"'  ^.^'^"^  ;i^^"^^^'"^  ''^^  gar'rison  Sold  ou  li 
the  i8th  of  May.  It  was  disappointing,  none  could  deny  but  thev 
consoled  themselves  that  a  message  showing  they  S  ma  ked 
down  m  the  programme  of  "  com-ng  events "  was  better  h-!n 
no  h,„g  at  all.  Fortunately  the  food  ftill  held  ouT  Wa  er_pure 
^h^  •  kT^'  o'I  ^'  Edelweiss,  and  liquor  of  other  kbd  was^un' 
obtamable.  Only  money  was  what  our  friends  on  the  SfnrJ 
Exchange  cal  '<  tight."  The  bank  was  closed  o  the  gene  S  puSic 
and  her  Majesty's  presentment  upon  a  coin  was  f  pr Le  to  he 
cherished  and  clung  to  till-well,  till  the  crack  of  doom  sCd  make 
the  ever-promised  and  never-realised  relief  unnecessary.  ^ 

of  thn.?  ^'^''^  ?°'^.  ?'"°^'^'"  well-nigh  exhausted  all  the  energies 
of  those  concerned  with  it.  Captain  Ryan  D  A  A  T  .Z  T -i^^ 
the  interior  of  his  bomb-proof  o'ffice  Singt-p;oc;s  I'o"  L" 
sons  who  filed  m  to  make  their  impossible  demands  anTSeranW 
on  the  curious  fact  that  the  stomach  rules  the  wo  d  The  honS 
of  the  British  Empire  at  that  moment  hung  by  a  mere  thread  T 

as   between    them    the    coupl      had    sufficient   languaRe  for    ove' 
making  and  scarce  sufficient  ,.,r  controversy.  ^ 

s,mAli'J„f  ,'.""°    Captain    Ryan    made  a  statement  regardine  the 
SSwa^  caUT!!  "'"'"  ""'^   '°  ^'■°"  *'  Pi'=^  '»  "hlch 
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"The  total  number  of  ivhi» 
400,  and  of  white  children \ooTr"  '.^  Woxiinately  ,,50  of  wh.>. 

"■""■■in T.r;ir irl''"-    "^ ''°^"""°"  '^'^ ^'-'^"^^ 

that  the  natives  should  nnt  h-    u        "^  Porridge  free.     It  hnAl  '  °°'^ 

This  sLp'rXo'pu  °l'"tS""'^  ^''•^  -"  "°  io  ger'aSi  to  ^"^^  ^"^ 
than  to  its  quality.^  ''  '""^"^  '^^  "^"^es,  but  this  is^due  rather  t^^^  "if"' 
^    "  The  distribution  of  sunnhV   •         •  ''"^  "^^'^er  to  prejudice 

butts  mi^k  "u,?hl  -.''r''  ''""■il'Ute  all  vegelabKnH  ^,  '  ^'?'''^'  "  "W* 

™*Vc;:jt=;z^^^ !» won.™  a„.  ci.;e;r.tir:^: ;- tj^L- 

e«neral  « "r     n     ^^  "^  '«^"'"-  '«"»"'  than  i^*'"'  '^' ^wl-ori.ies 

plies  have  been  collecteri  7.       '^^  beginning  of  Februarv     %J  \^^"'^°"' 
persons  and  stored  fnS    ?•"  ^^"^^s  merchants    .Sf"        "''^  *''^"  ^up- 

portion      Fresh  h'^r  ''°'^'  °^  ^hich   forage   and^o/    "r"^  ^^'^  ^^^  o"g'nal 
-no,.  n„„„a„,.  .„d  pH^e  Jt„??,="«'  "^  ™".-nd«ri„,  u,a  ..^^^  „f 

whic'i;tie?tr,e"„a«Turh'rso„'''f'  "."'™«  "'  *-  cour.-„artial 
'°  one  of  penal  servitude  for  lie?''  'm  """''''^^  "f  Mr,  pSw 
been  associated  with  this  offirJr  u  **"">'  "f  'hose  who  S 
for  h,  .„„3^  ,„d  wer^  refcved  ;:^  Th'  fT''^'"-  '>™  ---P^-iHe 
nient  of  a  comrade-in-arms.  '  """  ''ghtenmg  of  the  punish! 

» ^-jta  .s*~'  ■*•■'— ... ,».  ,*„,  ...„ 
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classes  of  this  garrison.  The  patience  of  everybody  in  Mafeking  in 
making  the  best  of  things  under  the  long  strain  of  anxiety,  hardship, 
and  privation  is  beyond  all  praise,  and  is  a  revelation  to  me.  The 
men,  half  of  whom  are  unaccustomed  to  the  use  of  arms,  have 
adapted  themselves  to  their  duties  with  the  greatest  zeal,  readiness, 
and  pluck,  and  the  devotion  of  the  women  is  remarkable.  With 
such  a  spirit  our  organisation  runs  like  clockwork,  and  I  have  every 
hope  it  will  pull  us  successfully  through." 

At  this  time,  the  Boers  being  more  peaceful,  the  citizens  pre- 
pared to  celebrate  the  two  hundredth  day  of  the  siege  by  horse 
dinners.  Various  other  mysterious  meats,  whose  origin  none  dared 
investigate,  appeared  on  the  bill  of  fare.  One  lady  developed  a 
genius  for  treating  the  meat  rations,  and  went  so  far  as  to  give  a 
dinner-party.  Her  process  was  elaborate.  The  meat  ration  was 
cut  up  and  the  objectionable  pieces  removed      It  was  then  soaked 


Postage  Stamps  issued  at  Mafeking  during  the  Siege. 

in  salt  and  water  for  three  hours,  and  made  into  soup  thickened  with 
starch.  The  next  course  was  the  beef  out  of  the  soup,  served  with 
potato  tops,  which  were  found  most  delectable.  Then  came  a 
sowans  pudding.  Sowans  proved  a  failure  when  served  as  porridge 
or  curry,  but  when  the  preparation  was  mixed  with  starch,  bicarbonate 
of  soda,  and  baking  powder,  people  were  swift  to  partake. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  delicacies,  minced  mule  and  the  afore- 
said sowan  porridge,  invented  by  an  ingenious  Scottish  crofter  of 
the  name  of  Sims,  there  was  now  manufactured  a  curious  brawn  of 
horsehide,  which  was  generally  sneered  at  but  devoured  with  alacrity. 
Curio  hunters  longed  to  preserve  a  slab  of  it  for  presentation  to 
the  British  Museum,  but  the  feat  of  self-abnegation  was  too  hard 
to  be  endured.  Besides,  as  some  philosopher  said  while  putting 
it  into  a  place  of  safety,  it  would  be  the  highest  horse  that  was  ever 
exhibited  by  the  time  it  got  there,  and  the  building  wouldn't  hold  it. 
The  community  was  almost  entirely  a  teetotal  one.  "  Wee  drappies  " 
grew  so  wee  as  to  be  almost  invisible,  and  when  a  case  of  whisky 
was  riffled  for  it  fetched  £107,  10s.  i 
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On  the  29th  a  military  tournament  was  held,  whereat  a  ^reat 
display  of  cheerfulness  was  affected,  to  cover  the  fact  that  ffver 
malarial  and  typhoid,  was  gaining  ground  in  the  hospitals  ' 

AFFAIRS  IN  RHODESIA 

The  Rhodesian  troops  were  now  at  Moshwana,  British  Bechu- 
analand    in  camp  some  thirty  miles   from   Mafeki^g.     The  snail 
force  with  a  single  serviceable  gun  could   really  acc^omp  ish   H t de 
and   It   was  marve  lous.  considering  its  extreme   weakness    how  k 
managed  to  maintain  the  aggressive  at  all  caKness,  now  it 

Early  in  April  Colonel  Plumer  started  a  piVeon  cost  and  fl.. 
first  pigeon  despatched  arrived  at  Mafeking  with  f  f^urCrs  ^'he 
second  was  not  so  fortunate,  but  later  on  the  successful  btrd  l.t 
seiu^off  again,  on  an  educational  trip,  with  younger   birdsln'it: 

On  the  22nd  Trooper  Brindal  of  the  Rhodesian  Reaiment  d.Vr? 
of  the  wounds  sustained  in  the  action  on  the  31st  of  Mafcr   Arrh 
deacon  Upcher  and  Father  Hartman  returned  from  the  sad  mt£n 

^S^^^^^Jjt:^^'  -'-^^  column.r  BoeS 

=;L;te^r„sro^:^UEwat^^^ 

Cnl^.^1  pf  ^^^^    L'^"^<^"a"t  Moorson  left   Mafeking  and  reached 
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CHAPTER    III 

THE    SIEGE    OF    WEPENER 

EARLY  in  Aprilaportion  of  the  Colonial  Division,  composed 
of  Cape  Mounted  Rifles,  the  Royal  Scots  MoS 
Infantry,  Dnscol's  Scouts,  Kaffrarian  Mounted  Rifles 
two^na^S'""  ^""^H '''"'"'"■'^  H°---'  '-<>  'S-pounders 

CgT7n;"L^*^re?^°«wl;ent°S„?"a''^f  "^r 'i^^ 
without  taking  with  them  a   redv  7.  .L  .'i^^ssengers  retired 

Sd:rsir\:i^V^'"°'''-"^^^^^^ 

on  The  force    Sir'  CI  ,  H     °^/'  "^re  now  threatening  an  attack 
Bas  Joson  the  Basutobofder      TSf"^   '  de,„„„stration  by  the 

in   contarr    ,„!l    ,1,  •    "«=  Englishmen  w,th  whom  they  had  come 
■n   contact,   and    their   stubborn    resistance  of   the    Boer  attacks 

Cx-iik,  nn^  r  I  1  ^^*°""^™  ^'nes.  and  has  as  a  record  of  services  the 
r88o-8  Hel^d^'P'^'^'t"''-  "l^.  '^'  «P^-^'«"^  '"  Basutoland  in 
be^eee  ;  ahhou 'h  the  f'''''  '"  ^'V^'^'^'y  ^°  ^old  out  against  the 
position  lafreally  tl  e^nsTv':  ^"^^.^^oo  ^«  ^«-  ^^^"1  ^nd  the 

about  4000  men/  The  ^I'p"    M^-^TedS     ^rP""'^ ''^"'"^- 

-  _dj.t^  ,.!,A,.ited  Kiiies,  with  a  conipanv  of 
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^;  'TbTZZ'::^  r.f  S^^  °^  ^l^P---  ^he  weakest 

reached tt  fifth  dly^Ttt  JolIySntrt  wUhonf  '^''"''  "^^  "-^"^h'  ^^  have 
that  we  have  expended  most  oroZZZ^ZT^'^^^^ 
mounted,  not  an  inch  of  our  long  hne  of  d^?enilT;  -    ^  ^'"^^  ''as  been  dis- 

to  the  enemy;  but  about  150  gallant  fellows  mo  ?"  ""^'f'  "''^"*>  "^^^^  ^'ielded 
Colonial  Division,  are  //<^r.  J  wjr°n.'' ""^'^^^  l^y  birth,  of  the 

to  see  the  relief  columns  of  Kitdtenef  or  r.^  ^^  '""  '^^'^'"^  ^"^  longi;,g 
While  sitting  chatting  with  Captain  Choln?^?'"'  ^?^'''  °"  '^e  horizon.  .  ^ 
own  squadron,  'M,'  descending  rrpid^Jnto"?^/'  if'^  '""'^  '"^^  '•^^'"'^  '"y 
pits  which  Ruttledge  had  vacatfd  at  davlidit  and  ''""'^i°  '"^°'^^"Py  'he  rifle- 
fire.  I  scrambled  down  the  ridge  anffid  them  n?.?'"^  ■'"  l''"^"^'  shrapnel 
got  my  men  posted,  when  Co?kson  was  sin  ^^  f"'"'  ''"^  ^ad  scarcely 

gallop     My  orders  ;ere  to  leave  one loop7RuSeH"^'  !°"'''?  "^  ''  '  ""^^ 
ake  the  other  three  to  support  Colonel  DaLetvwh^' '^  !"  '}^  "'^""P"-  «"d 

"'"  When^rSeVupXst^^^^^^  ""  ^"^ 

found  all  our  horses  hidden  awa^  STfoTd' o?  t^e  '"  ^^^h  ^'n^*^^  "^^^  "^^^  - 
work  of  a  minute,  and  then  we  were  hunched  on  ^'"""'i-     T,°  "^°""'  ^^^«  'he 
swept  by  Boer  Maxim  and  rifle  fire      I  led  and  ,h.      "lad  gallop  across  a  plain 
mto  the  'jaws  of  death.'     Nothing  bu    ann?h;il.    ™^"  ^°"°^'^  "'°«'  ^^"^""7 
on  we  swept  over  that  mile  and     falf  Ike  w  Id  ^n"  ''"'"'^  "f.^^^'^  "«  '  ^ut 
stantly  by  my  side  and  sometimes  ahead  of  mf     u   '  ^"  ^^^'ted  American,  con- 
It  was,  I  think,  the  most  exch  nTquaner  of  Tn^n  °"^^^        '  ^"  the  joy  of  battle.' 
turous  life.     My  horse  was  goincrTt  rSn J^  n".         J  '^"''^  "P^"^  ^"  "^^  ^^ven- 
a  kranze.  down  which  I  lea^^ed"  n  foxSlT'.r?'"  fl^'^"'^  ^  '^^"'^  "?«" 
finish  all  my  bad  riders;  but^.lthough  they  taLroff     ^  ^^T^"^?  "^'^  ^°"'d 
Jine  than  the  open  order  I  had  ordered  tht,/  off  somewhat  into  a  longer 

came  together  somewhat  too  closely  at'  a  wir^  '""  V^'  '"^'^^  ^"^  ^^  all 
standstill.  Having  negotiated  thTs  we  caJe  'on'"'  S^ich  brought  us  to  a 
we  all  got  through  somehow.  AH  Ihls  Zt  "P°"  .^"°ther  similar  one,  which 
nsmgall  round  and  constantb^unXmy  hoSe'.  £.  '"'^'^'"'""^  ^^  d"^'  ^'^^ 
up  by  a  deep  donga,  along  which  we  h.dT.        '^-     '^^''*'"  ^^  ^^''^  brought 

■t  was  negotiablef v^here  fhlTankThad  been  cuVh  ^  I"' ^'^''"^  '''" 

horses  of  the   C.M.R.  to  cross      I  madS  fK       r '^°'^"  °"  ^^^^  side  for  the 

horses  held  in  shelter  behi,,d  a  strong Tausew-  U  ^  ^'^"^  ^'^  ^'««^o"nted 
I  reported  myself.  In  a  few  minuTe"  the  wi^K  "T  "^^^  ^^'^"'y*  '^  ^^om 
t.on,  which  sent  a  shell  into  u^  killing Lr Tun  Zf  , 'r?''"  ^'""  '"^^  P°^'- 
harness,  s,x  troop  horses,  one  of  mine   ZX.  '"^l'^  '"^^'^er  in  their 

mules.  They  fell  in  a  heap,  and  presented  a  ZL^^^""'  ^''^  ^"^  '^^'^'"g  'he 
or  two  men  were  also  woundeS  by  thelame  shH  ^Tf""^  appearance.  One 
skurry  for  shelter  behind  huge  boi  Iders  Th.  '  '''  "^^^  *'^"  ^'>^>  ^^^  ^ 
donga  before  mentioned,  where  thour".h5  f?^^  "^^'^  '^"^  down  to  the 
spent  four  miserable  day^^TnS It  Kht  '^Tal  fin?d  tt°'/"'  ^''^"'  ^'^^>' 

^om?  ^^KeT^teTt'"^-    ;^'!  '^^^  had'lheirSddtl^f.t"??;^^'^^ 
■  ^"^  ''"""  '°''"  °ff  ^y  'he  horses'  frantic  effortsto  get  "out^,  and 
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To  „,y  surprise,  ,hey  .nil  a,fswS3  ,o  ,hSr  il™"''  ""  '"'  <<»■=  "f  ^hrapnef 
had  been  struck  full  in  ,he  forehead  bv  f  Mau..?h!  ,1T'"'J'?  """■     """'hy 
as  one  dead.     He  is  now  recovering     R-i^        bullet,  and  fell  from  hi,  horsi 
the  s,de  and  arm,  and  is  also  recSin.     lrn",^'"""=»"'."'»=  ^ho,  through 
h«„^,ruck  ,n  the  hip  with  a  hit  of  se".LnI"sS['  b"^?  =,^^3,;'^ 

notable  period  "  Ln,i„~I  tTZ^ct  f ''"e"-''"'  *,- 
the  Kaffranan  lines  was  a  strefrh^r  n  •  j  .  .  *  ""^^  towards 
wounded  man  on  it.  ^  soonTs  it  '  'f  ^^  ^^^'^  "^^"  ^"h  a 
the  kopje  on  which  we  and  the  C  M  rTv  °'k  ""^''"  ^'^^  ^^elter  of 
the  ridge  held  by  the  enemy  oppo'sit'e  h.'  °"'  ''f°  y^'"^'  ^'^"^ 
shoe,  It  was  received  by  a  L7of  bulled.  ^P-n  end  of  the  horse- 
bearers  for  about  a  hundred  yards  whi  lu  ^"  "^^"^  *^^  ^^"^"t 
stand,  put  the  stretcher  on  t^fe  Lund  an7  """'V''  "  '"^^- 
First  one  ran  about  twenty  yards    to  f^I  '^^""f"^  '°  ^°"^"I'- 

then  another  did  the  same  and  theMv  i"  ^PPfT^Y  ^hot  dead  ; 
were  lying  on  the  ground  Thl  f  t  '"^ '  ^"^"^  '^^  ^^ree  corpses 
tween  the  stretcher  fXht  enlmv  Th  T"  ^'"  °"  ^'^  '^"--^  be- 
they  had  disposed  of  thl  lot  ceased  fi^'  ^"""''f'  '^""  ^^^'^^^d  that 
some  minutes,  when  suddenly  the  four  de.T  ''  '^'""^  ^"''  ^'^^  ^P^^^  ^^ 
to  the  stretcher,  and  went  on  wit^ir  n^^^^^ 

columns  of  dust  rose  tWcLr  ,1  ^  ^  ^''^  '^^"'^'e'  though  little 

When  they  had  crossed  ht^fire.onr^n'dr'  ^'^.^-^^^  bearers 
a  small  kopje,  something  very  fke  a  che-  -""^^  '.-  '^'^^'^'  °^ 
dred  spectators  of  this  "excidng  scene  P^.?  ^'T  't"  '^^^^  h""" 
Geneva  Convention  out  of  the  ouestron  M  ^^  ft^  ^'^^^'^  «^  ^^e 
exemplification  of  the  savagery  of  he  Boer'.  '°F^  "°^  ^^  "  ^^"^'• 
would  have  respected  such  courasre  as  th?  ^''T  ^  '^^'^^^  ^^^ 
efforts  to  save  their  wounded  comrfde      T^  ^en  showed  in  their 

out  to  be  Captain  Goldswor  hT  of  the  C  m'r"  ''  T^  •^"''"^'^ 
places,  whom  I  afterwards  s;,w  Jn  i  •  ,  ,  •^•'  mounded  in  two 
shielded   him   with   hntn   hod  'P"^'  ^"''^'  ^"^  ^^e  one  who 

C.M^R    who,  I  believe   ^IgSeTc'-'^""^  ^^""P^^^   -    ^he 

five  mit'otirr^Scrn^;,^^^^ 

town  of  Wepener  was  occupied    hlZn^'  ^"^  ?"  ^'^^  ^th  the 
from   5000  to  6000.   spread   theme  I  ''^'^'   ^^"'   '"   "^mber 

British  position.     NotTon^  wereTh      -^^   crescentwise   around   the 

to  open   on  the  cam'^'^a^fdTe;:;;^' rormot  ''''''' 'T  ^^^^ 

_c^vea  a  prompt   answer  from   the 
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15-pounders.      A  vigorous  artillery  duel,  involving  great  loss  to  the 
besieged,  was  then  kept  up  throughout  the  day    ^ 

^..r      T!^     I  "l  -^^  ^^''''^^"  ^^"^  S'^ve  his  impressions  of  the  first 
days  of  the  fighting:    -The  brave^'lot  of  fellows  of  the  C  M  R 

beinc  ouM  I'nd""''^-"'  ''"?^  ^"^"  "P  ^^Pe  that  any  human 
so  Ll^t  Ti'''^u"'''  '^=  ^"'  ^^""y  fortunately  for  us  they  did 
hd'ren  t kil linl  "T  -^"^^-J'nost  behind  them  and  enfifaded 
the  reSenr  r  /  ''"'^  wounding  between  sixty  and  seventy  of 
TheXrcs-mSt"''^''""^'  ^^^  "^^^"^  ^^^^^  ^^^'^  were  killed. 

afterwards       Twards^d'^ehf  S  "'  "^^"^^^'^r  ^^7 -""^^  ^^^>^ 
3.       Aowaras  aay.ight  the  enemy  retired  to  the  r  former 

position,  and  at  daybreak  the  fight  went  merrily  on  i  s  way    b  ft 

MaKreter^^^^^^  '''Ar'  P'^^'-^^'^"'  ^"^-^  ^^  ^  <■-  ^ou  s! 
Major  ^Prenger,  poor  fellow,  was  simply  riddled  with  bullets      Cao- 

officeS  weTe"tund',''^^J^^  Waring^ 'together  with  sevj^l  ot£ 
oSv  a  few  nffl7-  •  1  ^i-"^  "T^-'^"  ^■'^■^'  ^'^  commanded  by 
C  LVr    l  '  '"^^"^'"g  their  most  gallant  Colonel  Dalgety 

Son      hI  fl  r^^  ^^'^'  ^^^"^   ^"  ^^^^  ^s  his  own  men   in 

•'All  wenf^'ir  ^l"^"'"'  ^.1^  ^"  '"^^''^  confidence  into  others. 

All  went  well  with  us  until  the  good-night  shell,  which  bursts 

over  our  camp  about  six  o'clock  each  night,  arrived.     Cook  on  and 

ourbrr^"'"'""^'"-^'  'h\^^"ding  of  the  food  to  the  trencheT^l  ere 

the  whlltlTtire'sLn  ""7^''  ^'t^  ^^^'^  °^"'  ^'-"  '  heard 
knnrkerl    1  K  u  """"^  ^^^'^  '^  ^urst,  and  simultaneously  was 

trX    L       ?   ^^  ^  ''''■^P."^^  ^""^^'   ^hich,  fortunately  for  yours 

brok;n  hone  ^inTT^  ^''  '"^^  ""J  '^'^^'-  ^'  ^  bones  Ue 
TtZ'  f  ''^P^-'"  ^f  -  I  ^"1  su'-e-I  shall  be  able  to  walk  in  a  day 
andTv  T  "°'"-  ,  ^'!".t^"^"t  Duncan,  also  wounded  in  the  lei 
and  myself  were  placed  in  a  small  schanze,  erected  for  the  ourpos" 

the  nlht'ir  "°  "°  t '".  '^'  '^"u^  ^'^  ^^'^  P°"^^^  ^-  houVrdTri  g 
the  night,  we  were  soaked  to  the  bone.      It  could  not  be  hebed 

pbTn  I't"!":  °''r  P'^^^i"  "^L^'^  '°  P"^  -  =  -  --  did  notTom: 
p  ain      It  was  just  as  well  we  did  not  go  to  the  hospital   which  is 

?SthaTo""f''~"°  ''rj  '"^^^   ^^°  --"^-d  men  there-a 
a  Boer  buC    •     r''^  T "p^"^  '""^  ^^^  y^^^^^-^^y  killed  in  it  with 
a  boer  bullet ;  ,n  fact,  the  Boers  several  times  fired  at  it.     We  now 

Wlexpe'f to"  b"   irr  "'T^'  ^".^  '^^'  "'-  -^  comfortable 
we  expec    to  be  able  to  move  about  by  Easter  Sunday.     Captain 

Han..lton  has  been  very  kind  ;  comes  to  visit  us  two  or'three  C 
at  eT;rv  one""\'  'T^  '^'l""'^^°/  ^^'"^  ^^ot,  as  the  snipers     hoc 
are  IllThe  samt^  ''°"^  ''""^'     "^  '^  ^"'^  °-  °^  ^^  "'^^ '  they 

with^artniTrv'^ln  Ih!  '?^''  ""^""^  mure  duelling.      In  the   morning 
witn  artillery,   m  the  afternoon  with  rifles.      The  Cape  Mounted 

57 


f'i 


i 


The  Transvaal  War 


I 


. 'i    •-    20*5   ■of 


Rifles  did  good  execution, 
for  the  Boers  who  had  ap- 
proached to  250  yards  of 
their  position  were  forced  to 
remove.  An  officer  of  Bra- 
bant's Horse  spolte  most  en- 
thusiastically of  the  C.M.R. 
He  said  : — 

"  We  fought  all  day  and 
all  night.     The  big  gun  and 
rifle  fire   were  almost  deaf- 
ening,   and    as   we   are   en- 
tirely    surrounded,     it     was 
pouring   in   on   all    sides,    a 
continuous  hail  of  shot  and 
shell.       Towards    afternoon 
they  directed   all  their  gun 
fire  to  one   spot,   and   blew 
to  bits  the  schanzes  of  the 
C.M.R.,    thus   leaving  them 
almost  unprotected,   and    in 
the  night  they  attempted  to 
take  the  position  by  assault. 
■  Although  the  C.INI.R.  were 
very    considerably    outnum- 
bered, the  Boers  were  unable 
to  attain  their  object.     They 
had    not    reckoned    on    the 
opposition    of,    undoubtedly, 
one  of  the  finest  regiments 
in  the  whole  world,  as  the 
C.M.R.  are.     We  (ist  Bra- 
bants)  were   unable   to  send 
reinforcements  to  the  gallant 
fellows,   as  we  expected  an 
attack  ourselves  at  any  mo- 
ment,  and    our    position    is 
such  an  extended  one,  that 
it    required    every    man    to 
hold  it.      If  only  we   had  a 
few  hundreds  more  to  hold 
the  trenches  with  us,  and  an 
ample    supply    of    ammuni- 
tion,   we    would     be    quite 


h 
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condTtlVTtt^LToTptrir"  tL"  ''  """  T'^'y'  '-^"^  ^'-  ^he 
Fumes  from  dead  hTses  pLJ  ^""  u'-'l  ^^"^°''  unbreathable. 
surroundinfr  dai^ns  rose  In  'k?'^'''  '^^'''^  ^^""^  ''^^'•^^^■"l  «"  the 
pestilence^  fS;,rnoJn?r^  ''^•"."^  ^•"^"^  '^  ^'-^'dron  of 

shot  and  she!  ~bv  slow  --"^  them,  and  death  by  worse  than 
seemed  to  be  traced  b^  tht  7'"^  "'f^'''''  ""'  ^'^^^y  ^Pidemic^ 
atmosphere  No  Toter  ^.s  hF""  ""I  ^^P^^f^^'^"  ^^-"-oss  the  foul 
beautiful  ,reen  hills  fhub^t  .  h^l^  'k'^"  '"  u^"^''"^  "^'^  ^''  ^^e 
with  white  tent     a;dd  aped  tlX'^''^,''^^  ^^^"  ^P^^'^'^d 

smoke  from  the  fitful  flame'of  the  camp  fires"t^PrTr'''■  ^f  ^'-^^ 
most  discordant  note-hard-emnhn  ?i^     -?!'  '  '''''^  sounded  its 

On  the  ground  thev  liv  nro.^  h  .V      i"  .   ^^/^  ''^"''  '"^''^  ^"  struck. 

fe  -juuu  iiicy  i.iy  prone,  battered  by  the  nonrlnrr  r-,;,,      r- 
fires  were  now  few  and  Lr  hpf«,««„         i    i         P""rmg  ram.     Camp 

came  from  .he  sn^S^g  no^.iroT  m^  emts^'ofe'^  't^  "? 
of  musketry  made  the  mclnHv  „f  .""f  "=""-V'?  °'  ™ath.     1  he  rattle 

"P  in  their  trenches  ra^,tedLbvL'"''  "'«'"■  ^''=  "'""■  '""''"^d 
liell-sent  shrapnel  unSr„-'^  iieaven-sent  storm,  rained  on  by 

be  their  last'SV^^l'L^^Vro'Su's  Slows"' l""  "'— "' """'d 
the  humours  of  their  tr,„i.  „^  v     ''=".°»'s   cheery,  jocose,  hailing 

sl<ipping,  with  true  herSXr",l"'*,''r"'  '"'  '""Sh^r.  and 
i.seyf^etee„\te„ra:™  heir tuSS  ''  ""  *'  '""""=  *^'  ""-' 

.renSlrdug  h  th"etru„twith1l''''  'T*^?  ^^  "  ='■"?'>■  -binary 

m-i^hoirrdX-S^^ 

rabbits  burrowing  into  the^rmmd    ^^^     .  ^7  u-^'^  ""^^"y  ''^e 

sit  or  lie  down^under  tli  Zk      ^r".^ '^'^  ^h^"'"^  "^en  would 
trenches  protected  then^^  ^"^        ^^^^  ^vonderful   how  the 

shells  fired  into  themTurintre  °    '^"  T^'^r  ^"^  '^""^'"^^s  of 
well   down    thev  ^oT  off  rS  "^^■','"\'   f '^"^  ^^  '^^  "^^^  kept 

strain,  however  as  vounlh?T/'''''''T^  'u^'l!  ^    ^'  ^^«  '"^   '"--''f"! 

and  expose  yourself  while  doing  so  to  a  hi H  of  3.  ?  u''''^'^^ 
snipers.  As  the  Boers  v;^r^.S  /  [  ,^^^  ^''^"^  ^^e  Boer 
from  differen  points  so  -  n  fif  T  '^^^  ^'''''^^'  ^""«  ^^  bear 
to  build  transverse  walls  sand  Z  t^  '^'^   ''^'''^^''  «°  ^^   had 

The  front  Cape  Mcn-nt.  d  RiflS%°'  'T^''^'  '°  P''^^"^^  ^^''^^J^-^- 
during  the  day  and    h;     L  Frenches  were  fearfully  battered 

could^duHng^the  mVht  D  "^'"  ''^^  '^  ^^''^  *h""'  up  as  best  they 
heads  ove!-lil."E:  ,.^r"^  '^^^^■>'  ^^  ^°"'^  "°^  «how  our 
from  the  Boer'riflemen;'  ''  ""^"^^  immediately  come  a  volley 
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tn  th}^  k""  troops  had  unceasinc:  work,  'mt  most  of  the  casualties  fdl 
Ri..^  ^han-  of  those  m  the  souihern  position  -the  Cape  Mounud 
R  es  Captam  Garner  s  Squadron  of  Brabant's  Horse.  Captain 
heels  Company  of  Royal  Scots  Mounted  Infantry,  and  Drisco  " 
energetic  scouts.  The  Kaffrarians,  commanded  by  CaptairPrice 
elsewhere  m  four  different  positions  to  east  and   west-took  their 

T^':^  f  '^i^'T'  -""''"^  °"  ^^^  '^^''ff'^^«  north-east  and  north-west, 
the  1st  and  2nd   Regime,  -s  of  Brabant's  Horse,  under  Major  Hen^ 

tonZe'c?.^  ^'^""'  ^'■'"^'"  respectively,  also  worked  ina-ssantly 
to  protect  the  g.'rrison.  ^ 

The  object  ui  the  concentration  of  the  Boers  around  this  region 
was  supposed  to  be  connected  with  offering  opposition  to  General 
B.abants  advance,  but  the  Dutchmen  in  their  policy  were  some- 
what uneasy,  owing  to  their  close  proximity  to  the  Basuto  border. 

1  heir  alarm  was  not  without  reason,  for  if  there  was  a  force 

eager  to  attack  them  it  was  the  Basutos.  and  these  were  only  held 

b.ick  from  rushing  into  the  fray  by  the  personal  influence  of  Sir 

.odf^rey  Lagden  and  h,s  British  colleagues,  who  can  never  suffi- 

c<e.»t,y  be  applauded  for  the  skill  and  diplomacy  with  which  they 

^.^ajuiged  to  keep    by  invisible  moral  coercion,  a  fiery  horde  from 

nuiiung  oyer  the  borders  and  possibly  massacring  such  Free  Staters 

as  came  in  their  way.     The  Boers,  however,  were  not  conscious  of 

this  coercion,  and  consequentlj-  their  a^  tion  around  Wepener  was 

somewhat   cramped     and    thus    it    was    that    the   little   community 

rnanaged  to  defy  them.     Meanwhile  discomforts   were  many,  and 

the  clouds  often   emptied   themselves  like  a  vast   shower-bath  in- 

volving  doused  trenches,  drenched  clothing,  and  the  suspension  of 

?^nrd  ^^    ^"    '^f    '''^\''  '^^^'y  '"^^^^^S^   ^^«  '•^'^eived    from 
tCn     ^'^^^''^"^'■'    who    paid    a   visit    to    Aliwal    North,    and    from 
thence  sent  word  that  he  hoped  "  for  an  early  change  "  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  besieged.      Spirits  rose.     What   Kitchener,  the 
adamantine,  said  was  sure   to  be  done.     On  Thursday,    12th,  the 
fourth  day  of  fierce  fighting,  the  Boers  continued  their  aggression  all 
day      During  the  contest  an  entertaining  interlude  in  the  drama  of 
warfare   took  place        The  enemy   was   busy   shelling  one  of  the 
garrisons   15-pounders,   when  a  shot  knocked  ofT  the  left  sight  of 
Captain   Lukins  gun.      The  Captain,  generous  in  his  admiration 
jumped  on  top  of  the  gun  and  made  a  complimentarv  salaam  to  the 
IJoer  gunnjr.      Later  on,   by  using  the  reserve  sight  on  the  ricrht 
side,  he  himself  planked  a  shell  right  into  the  adversary's  gun^ 
whereupon  the  officer  in  charge,  imitating  Captain  Lukin'J  exLole! 
proniptly  leapt  up  and  bowed  his  congratulations  ' 

During  the  night  of  the  r2th  the  Dutchmen  attempted  another 
attack,  but  vol  ey  after  volley  was  poured  into  them  with  such 
animation  that  by  4  a.m.  they  were  glad  enough  to  retire.     Fortu- 
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nately  not  a  man  was  killed  or  wounded,  and  those  who  hid  so  well 
rumcrcd  th.u  the  Uocrs  were  iJ'h.g^^up"     I.r  ^'^l^Tl 

eLwLcl  Ls     ^ml   O  1   q  ,  ""T"!'.  '^'•''"'  bombardment  with 

reneweu  zest,  and   Oom   Sam,  tl,e    llrtsh    howitzer    took  on  ihp 

On"of^he''""'""='>'',""=  °"'?"""="  --"'^J  to  expand t  bSlI    s 
One  of  tlie  commandants  tncd  to  assert  that  these  were  cant  r,  H 

Zlt  "rT\  ''"',  '^'"'  ""'  '"='"2  «he  boer  forte   no  eS  was 
made  to  refute  the  vile  impeacliment 

The  garrison  next  made  a  dashing  sortie  and  captured  a  Boer 

men-rhrdrVh^""  °'  natives,  threatened  to  d^op'on'^he  Du'ch-' 
men  s  heads.  They  were  gettmg  mto  difficulties  on  all  sides  One 
of  Ohvjers  guns  was  smashed,  and  another  had  been  captured  in  the 
sort.e  by  the  Cape  Mounted  RiHes.  But  the  enerCs  of  th' 
spnghtly  corps  had  also  cost  them  dear.      DurLg  tl[e  four  davs' 

wfundfdl  Th''"  ''''  ''^''''  ^1^^'  ^'^h^-"  werrshin'nd  733 
than  the  othirs'  TheT  /''  !?"^h-western  fringe  fared  worse  eien 
c^!;  M      .?  u      T^y  ^""^'^^  ^"  ^ook  in  their  trenches  lest  thev 

should  attract  the  Boer  fire,  and  meals  brouiiht  from  adhcent 
shel  ers  were  cold  before  they  could  reach  them.     S^crrrviS  and 

Tnd  ara^atS"""'  ^^  '°'  '^  ^'  ,^°'^-  --  almo'TuSwH 
and  as  a  natural  consequence,  particularly  in  such  damp  weither 

vjarmth  externa  and  internal  was  most  craved  for  and^ery  gene  ! 

ally  missed.     Washmg  was  a  lu.xury  not  to  be  thought  of    ndfed    a 

ram  bath  m  a  trench  had  to  serve  all  purposes.     The  strain  of  such 

heavily  sh.led  an/.^^d^^^^t^^^'i^er^^^^^^^ 
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the  night  a  couple  of  men  from  each  trench  would  be  sent  to  .h. 

InTtZ^-.  '^'  '"T-  ""^  '^^  P°^'^^°"  ^here  the  food  was  prepaed 
and  take  it  up  to  their  comrades     Cookino-  n^„u       i    u  Pf^P^'^^^ 

but  to  cap  oVr  Lsefy  we  had  seS  r  ^."^^''^^^h  themselves, 
trenches  got  full  of  waTer  Tht  f  if  ^  .^^^''y  '■^'"'  ^"^  the 
buckets,  pSo  Is!  and  ^ven  Tats  fbeXv''^  TU^'^'  "•  °"^  "'^'^ 
were  awful,  and  the  "Ir^e  rget.nf  q^ite  Mumov'^'r'^n^ 
thought   some   of  them  would   lofe   thSr   reason-'TnT  '^^"^ 

e^rthl  r^i'nltor  d'^l-^^^'"  t~  ^-hTm^rn'nr  H^! 
greai  danger  iTZZn'^f'^'^'T  ^^  ^'^"^^  ^av?  been  Tn 
Lit  to  hJnTan  endtare"''"       ""'   '^^^  ^^°^^ '^-     ^here  is  a 

to  the   heoV  ^f  ;t^  natives  were  assisting  the  besieged 

uj  ine  a  arni  ot  the  Federals,  who  were  aware  thnt  -T  i^  eJ,     ij 

become   m   flood   they    would    undoubtedly   be   cut  off      AtTh 
same   time   those  wi'»-h;n   *u^  u    •         '■'-"v    "Jc   i-ut  on.      At   the 

foravfryHmitSoerlo/     M^'""'""'''°"  P''^'"'^^''  ^°  hold  out  but 
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„^J^2,^t  f "'''  "?'"";'■  '"•''«'  0°'  *'>^<''">  for  a  week  Fortu- 
wS,  h:U1ntarbLteL'f  '"^■'?"""y  cer.ai„teaS:s 
as  ••  h  ppopltaZs L  X^.hi-  "    "i^""^"""  e'/P^^'"=»»y  described 

?tefc.t^  &£es  rl!r'- ^^ 
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comforters!  P^"^''  ^''^  ^""^  between  Job  and  his 

some  of  their  deL^iac  Jth     ^No^^^^^^^^  '^^om  lost 

smarten  themselves  up  v^  h  a  vdlev  Zt  • '"  ,!'^^  besiegers  would 
intermittently_a  littl?  venomo?.  .nV  •  """f  ^^  ^'^^^  ^^^'^  sn'Pe 
magnificent  fellovvs  they  had Tarne?      "^  u  °''^"''^'"'  ^^"''^y' 

Still  no  relief  column      Hoolnrrh/     "'"•     'u  '■^'P'"''  ^'  '^  detest 
and  offered  solutions  for  themsg'ves     ""'"  '"  '^^''  ^'"^"^^^^  P^^^^d 

''S^t!  t^S:^^?^^h!:;^^^S^-i^  ^  pessimist, 
more  cheery.  ueiayea  them,     said  some  one 

the  pessimist.  receive  tliem  ?    questioned 

theopi^l^stllgf.;^"  P"  ^^"^-^^^  ^-  d-bled  as  yet!"  chaffbd 

Third'Slti^nr^haf  noTm'aXj^'  General  Chermside.  with  the 
dersburg.  and  encamoedlT.  f  r  °"u  ^'^'^^  "^'•^^  ^^"^  of  Red- 
surrend?;ed.  On  the  ,.  S  a  lir^:  S  ^^T l^""  ^"^^^  ^'"•^h  Rifles 
on  with  the  apparent  obirf^f^  ''^  °^  ^^^  ^"^'"X  ^^s  moving 
Rouxville.  and^er  of  fromThr:;'"''"^  ^T''''^  Brabant  nea? 
musketry  gave  promise  of T.       r  ^."^^^'^^^  ^^e   muffled  roar  of 

spirits /f1he%ParrS^n%°Un%r'S^^^^^^  .^^^"-"y.    ^he 

t^iin^vrgun^to^-  w^.c^^^wi7:^^  .t-^ 

efforts  were  crovmed   w^X  s3  succe".  '°"  F^  ^'""T'"^  '^'^'  ^^eir 
Captain  Lukin  failed  to  makT hL  i  -•     ^'''^^  ^'^^   redoubtable 

had  now  decided  that  econ^mv    eron  r'  ''"Pression.  for  this  officer 
the  better  part  of  Wepenervlfn        T^^ 

his  cheery  sappers  set  to  work  In  "  ^^^T  ^^''^^"'  ^'  ^^^k.  with 
the  prosp'ect'oT7ff"r  wTnot  rendered'  mor'r^"  °'  '""^'^y'  '^"^ 
mation  which  came  in  to  the  effect  th^Joi^^  ?f  ^^-?"'"^  ^y  '"^o'"- 
and  others  were  closing  in  wrthtL^r'''''''i  ^^  ^^''  F'-o^^^^an, 
numbering  some  Sc^^from  Rn.      -n  T^"?2^''  ^"^  mercenaries 
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provisions  began  to  dwindle  and  the  poor  trek  oxen  berrm  tn  „^ 
and  no  s.gns  of  a  relieving  colun.n  wer'e  eviclan.  'I  he  cScc  -^.d 
^men  were  now  on  duty  all  night  in  the  trenches-nKlanchoIv  wo  k 

;«^isf^  &r„s  ^tE^  ;v.:^r  s;^, :; 

look  unmoved  to  r  jrht  or  to  left  of  liin,      l>...i,  «^"aunncss    to 

would  be  boiuided  bv  c^'' oa  "■  d  nh!^"  T""  """  ■'"''  '"'^  ''*^ 

viMu^u  uj    a      pai     uouDled  up  and  sweat  n^  m  th  il-,« 

agony  of  l,„  woumis,  while  „„  the  other VoukI    ^  c  "i-co  I  •  id 

mmob,:o-w,tl,  that  unmistafcible  .stiffness  tiat  they  h       Sm  to 

.on',  '=;'•■  J;  li'vs: -fn;:.  :™L":,:ra'»e'.,i' 

of  a  whole  ».?    i„  ^  lI^^Lth';!    rU^^JnS^rr," 

.he  churchyard  hy  con[X'^of^h4T:  ps -gl'S  Xr'cllnL" 
gnmy  fellows  with  large  hearts,  who  grimfy  pr°,fojed  tTinvv  thoS 
-many  there  were  by  ,,ow-who  had"  ever?  night   n  bod"  "'^ 

On  the  evening  of  the  23rd  there  was  some  i.ibilation  in 
Jammersberg  camp.  General  Hrabant  heliographS  rori  "  nJe 
some   fourteen   miles  distant,  reporting  an  fngao-^,  ,rw"th   the 

o    hTleT  *k'  'te"/?"'""*^'  !''A'''  "«-  »-  "  "ErongVr 

u  I     i-         :     "'^.^y  ''""S  continued  to  be  heard  all  dav   most 
probably  from  the  artillery  of  Generals  Kundle  and  CI  ermside  who 

cUeil  'T^XinTSe^'r  ''^T'^^'  ^^^  ''-rtt'o^'of 
shining,  the  guns  were  going,  and  there  was  a  fhance  the  Boers 
r&ble  thrXr^S  t'h^^ugTZI-r  ■•"  — -  *"- 

^  t;^±  ^:s,  ---  «;^;£nt  n^:r; 

Ihe  .oT"''  """^'  "'V^  r""8  fe'^^-faces  that  had  bet.n  vounTat 

t =-=  ltoerrc-;lTpl-s  thly^ai! 

Epes,"tte  in^rXlf^i^^.-  ^^^ 

-  -  ^-.^rif  t&se^:!^^'"  '^^'"^  ="  iast'sun^^det;:?;! 
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r.r.^"  the  morning  of  the  25th  a  serpentine  college  of  wam^ons  and 

bran/    clTnf  ,'^''"  fff^''^  '^^  "'^^  '"  ^^e  ciection^^f  Ldv 
presentlv  .nn        "Y'J  '^^»'f.^"«P<-'cted  that  Brabant's  force  woufd 
presently  appear  and  chase  this  retreating  company,  and  trot  hh^self 

Who  so  recently  had  harassed   him.     But  Brabant's  force  w-.«  .n 
parently  worn  out.  and  was  about  some  fourteen  miL  off  when  '£" 
refrement  commenced,  and  though  to  his   spl^n'ld  VxertTonT  the 


ill  |i  I  i 


Wepener. 

Tff  w^r  ct^tlsernr:''^"  ^'"  ^'^  ^"^"^^  ^^"'^'  '"-^^^  ^°  ^''^'^ 

ex  Jor/in'Ih^'^  ""^  story  of  a  grand  achievement,  an  ahmst  unique 
example  in  the  way  of  defence  of  fortified  positions.  1700  men  hav  ng 
for  seventeen  days  and  nights  in  the  trenches  defended  seven  n^i"! 

Ir^r  1'^""""',^'''^°"'  ^'"'"^  "P  ■''  «'"gJ«  position  !  By  The  end 
there  had  been  about  200  casualties,  and  only  1 500  men  were  left  to 

i  endersV''''"'"^"^  ^'^"^^'^  "^  entrenchments'  One  of  the  v^Hant 
defenders  gave  a  graphic  summary  of  the  continuous  fighting  :_ 

verv  .II^nv°fnnfT^"  ""u"'^  ^"."^  '^''^^  ""'"^^  «"d  ^"""ded  the  first  day-not 
lre7nA\?  '\^^''^:^^  ''"^  ^S^'"^'  "«•     At  night  the  big  guns  ceased 

fire,  and  there  was  only  a  shot  now  and  again  during  the  night  On  TueSJv 
mornmg  at  brealcfast  time  the  big  g„ns  Lrted  agSin  ;  b«f  ther?  w^only 
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The  Siege  of  Wepener 

^itl.  then..  Tl,ey  saw  iLm  co'  i" and'tKov^f  s''  '''.  '^T"*'  °^-  «-"" 
and  the  C.M.R.  on  the  other  side  of  the  sp  ui  T)  .^'i'''''  '"n'^  "''  ^"  ""'^  «'de 
nght  m  and  then  opened  fire  at  fifty  IZI^  L  ,?  ^"  •'."^'''=^'  ""^">  •»  get 
and  ready,  and  at  the  word  they  we^.u  fo;  tl  en  '  ""i"  '"'''  '"^  ^^^•'^'"^^  ^^^^^ 
an  over,  and  the  Boers  were  beafe  back  c  v  ,  -c^  ^""  l^'^'l  ""  ^°"'" ''  *«« 
^^V^T  '^'-ying-  They  have  not  he  hear  to^.  "sM  i  "  "T"?  P"'^"'  »° 
stand  a  beating.    After  the  Tucsdav  niX  »h  °       ^^«^''o«l-g>rl,  and  they  cannot 

days,  only  independent  firing  gol'^  of  Uh^it^fl^'P'  '71'^''^''  '°' ^ '^^ 
went  on  for  several  days,  at  finTes  f  h  le  I  kb  .?,"  ^I"*  ^'«  «""«•  This 
get  tired  and  tried  to  Lu  us  S.  w      'o^ten      Tr"  "'"  ^°'"  ^""'•^'^  '« 

genius.  "^  Captain  S^v'^dso  a  tow.  /'''""■^'  V'^'^^''^  ^^  ^^^ 
his  services  with  the  iuns  thf^^-.i:  "'^  ftfength,  and  but  for 

more  than  it  did.  dp^in'^cS  'Tm  r'^'^""^  '^"^^'■^^  '""^'^ 
working  late  and  early^aid  c,r  v IncT;  ;  '■  P"'  ^^'  invaluable, 
plans  of  the  chief,  wlL  CoS  clnf^  """^""^^  ^^'^^  'J^-' 

hand  man  to  Colonel  Dalgety       '^'         "'^'"  ''"'  ^"  ^"^'••'"g  "ght- 

€.^^r^c;Lf  In'S^^Ll^lS^^^^  ^Pr^-'  o^'he 

of  the  siege.  He  was  a  bon!  LI .-  "-'.  '''"^'^  '^^  ^^^^  beginning 
of  a  distinguished  corps  H^^'ttT  ""''  V '^^'nguished  n^embe^r 
and  soldierly  qualit^e?  havinp  n  ^-nmuss.on  by  his  smartness 
the  old  F.AM.P.  On  the  meri:  .  of  h  ''"'^  of.  sub-inspector  in 
he  continued  as  lieutenant  and  w.?.?  ^'\  TP'  ""«  '^^  C.M.R., 
lantry  in  the  field,  he  S/  1  e  first  n ''''''  '^",""-^'  «'^P  f'^'"  gal^ 
in  the  storming  of  Moiros?fMo.ma1n       "^°""'  ^'^'  ^^"''"&  ^^'^^-^ 

as  fern"g"r;t;intt7oTptS  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^i'^- 

mended  them  to  the  noticrof  L  d  R  H'^''^  '  'x''^''^^'  ^"^  ''^^o'"- 
under  Captain  Lukin,  the  General  saiit":!--,    "^^  ^'^  ^'^^  ^"'"^"-y 
a  battery  in  her  Majesty's  serTeIha  'il'td"  ^''"'  ^'^^^  "^' 
Ihe  casualt.es  at  Wepener  from  April  ^th^lsth  were  ■- 

Brawf •,roS^Ltu7enlt''?h^Tt''^^'°^  ^-'--"  E.  A.  Taplin 

Rifles-Major  J.  C  TaSg.'^t  ern"ant''rH^f"rr'''--^^f-  ^-"te"d 
Lieutenant  R.  Ayre,  Lieutenant  WHNxon    I  •     .    '  ^'^"•^"3"t  L-  Martin, 
Brabant's  Horse-Lieutenant  \V   J    ilSford'  Vf "'^"^P'  "'  G-  F.  Campbell 
^V.We.er,     Kam.,an  Rifles-LiL^St  ^S?"  ^s|^i;iS?- 
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Cape  Mounted   Rifles— CaDtain  r    I     m    r-  i  i 

Surgeon-Captain  L.  C.  pSns  returned  o  J.frr''"^-  ""''•■'"''''  """«- 
Lieutenant  and  Quarter„K.ster  I>  Wi  an.  °  Tlio^'T^'TJ'"'""  ^""'=«". 
-Lieutenant  C.  G.  Hill  (,s,  Berks  KSent^attaclS;        '  ^'°""''^  '"'■»"'^>- 

througl,  an  ain.l  time  /md  Xc  ^Z  tiirS  I  J''^  ■'^^^'=,  ^T^" 
They  dragged  their  wasted  f..rn,s  L  ^tl  e  re  dL'^^t''.^'''''''^  " 
crawl  to  the  ca.np,  wliich  had  been  re,  ched  I  .  W  '^-"^''^  ^S  '" 
n.ght  before  last,  and  after  visiting  ysentri.  J  :^/l  ^''.''^' "^ '^' 
trenches  in  agony.     At  niidnlrrlu     t     T  ■^.^-'""es,  g„t  back  uito  the 

injected  morphine  and  af  er  tw,  .i  ?   'f  '''"  ^^'^I""'^''  ^h^"*-^  ^hey 
I  am  on  my  k-g    .S  ^^''''  S  Z^'"''  ^r''  '^  "K  «"  ^^  ^tretclier. 

and  the  di^u^n/part  o?  the^Sr^'S'^'h^lftn"'^^  '^^• 

^5^  i^'sL:^.^z:^i,ri^^^^^  -^^"  p'-  -  the 

necessary  to  follow  Lord  Robert  VstT-''^  ^'^^'^'"Plislied.  it  is 
the  events  of  the  22nd  of  Aprn.  ^"''  ^    "'  ''"''  ''^  ""^turn  to 

opi:ratio\s  for  relief 

As  a  continual  reorganisation  of  the  forces  w.c  ...i-         1 
will  assist  us,  before  tro  ntr  fnrflmr  V  •  "^^  takuig  place,    t 

DISTRIBUTION     OF     FORCES 

THIRD    DIVISION. 
LIeutenant-(;cneral  .Sir  II.  C.  Chkk.m.sii..:, 
23nd  Bri^Mtie  (.Major-Ceneral  K.  E.  Allen 
2nd  Rcyal  Irish  Rifles. 

and  Nortluunberland  Fusiliers. 
1st  Royal  ocots. 
1st  Derbyshire. 

ajrd  nrijrade  (.Major-Ceneral  W.  G.  Kno.v). 

(Composition  not  known.) 
74th,  77th,  and  791I1  Field  Uatterics. 


si.s:tii  DnisioN. 

Lieutenant-Ceneral  T.  Ki:i,i.v-Ki;nxv 
I2th  Hrijrade  (Major-General  Clements 
2nd  Woiccstershire. 


MARSHAL    LORD    ROBERTS. 

2nd  Dedfordshire. 

2nd  Wiltshire. 

1st  Royal  Irish  KeHiment. 

131I1  Hrigade  (M:,j„r-Gcneral  .\.  G.  WavelH 
2nd  East  Kent.  »»."eii;. 

I!,'  u'''''Tt'V'''  '-'if'"  'nfantry. 
"St  West  Ruling. 

2nd  Gloucester. 

7;>tl.,  8,st,  and  82nd  Field  Batteries. 

38di  Company  Royal  Engineers. 

SEVENTH    DIVISION. 
Lieutenant-General  (;.  Tlcki  r 

2id':^S!^'''^"'"""'^-''''^''"''")' 

2nd  Lincoln. 
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nt  Kinji*  Own  Stottisli  Ilordtrers 
Jiid  Hani». 

151I1  HriKodc  (Major  (Jeneral  C.  E.  Knox). 
2iul  v^  licshire. 
ui  K;i-.t  l..in('iislijrc. 
-'ri.l  S..111I1  Wau-s  liorikrers. 
Jiul  Xiirlh  St;ttri>r<l. 
«,5r'l.  «4ili,  ,,,,(1  851I,  i.ir|,|  |l:„teries. 
';ili  (  i.miiaiiy  Kin.il  Kn>;inr.Ts. 

KIGHTII    ItnisiON 
I.ieiitenam-Oncral  Sir  II.  M.  I..  Rlnoli;. 
,  I6ih  llriRade 

(MajorCciicra!  IJ.  II.  1).  CainplMill). 
-Nil  ("•ri'iiadierCiuartls. 
Jml  Scois  C.iMrds. 
2ml  K.ist  Vorks. 

irili  llrixadc  (Major-Gcneral  J.  K.  lloye8,\ 
ist  Worcester. 
iiul  kdval  Wesi  Kent. 
1st  .South  StaflTord. 
211(1  Manchester. 

liiiK'aile  Uivision  Royal  Field  Artillery 
Stli  C()in|)any  Royal  EnKinecrs. 

NINTH   DIVI.SION. 
I.ieutcnant-Gcneral  Sir  II.  K.  Cotvii.E. 
,,,    .      „     Jrd   liriKade 
(Major-General  M.  A.  .MacDonald). 
>st  Arj;yll  and  Sutherland, 
isl  (iordon  Ilij-hlandir 
2nd  Soaforth  HiKhlamicrs 
2nd  Royal  lliKhlanders  (HIack  Watch). 
,„   .  '9tl)  Hrigadc 

(Major-General  U.  L.  Sinith-Dorricn). 
(Composition  not  certainly  known.) 
Highland  I.ijjht  Infantrv. 
2nd  I)uke  of  Cornwall's' Light  Infantry. 
2nd  Shropshire  Light  Infantry. 
C  anadian  Regiment. 
Hrigadc  Division  Royal  Field  Artillery. 

TEXTH    DIVISION. 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  H.  Hi  ntkr. 
S'li  I5rigade(Major-General  A.  Fitzroy  Hart), 
2nd  Somerset  Light  Infantry. 
1st  Connaugiit  Rangers, 
1st  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers, 
1st  Border. 

^)th  IJrigade  (Major-General  G.  Barton). 
2nd  Royal  Fusiliers. 
2nd  Rcyal  Scots  Fusiliers 
1st  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers, 


KLKVKNin    DIVISION. 

LiciittnanttaMiiral  R.  I'n|,i.-C\RKW. 

i«th  Brigade 

(M.ijorla-neral  T.  K.  Stephenson). 

(Composition  not  certainly  known.) 

1st   KsM'X. 

'St  Yorkshire. 

1st  Welsh. 

ind  Royal  Warwickshire. 

1st  Hrig.ide 
(M.ijortaneral  Inigo  R.  Jones). 
3rd  Grenadier  Guards. 
1st  Col  Istream  Guards. 
2nd  Coldstream  Guards, 
ist  Scots  Guards. 
i8tli,  62nd,  75th  Fiehl  Batteries. 

CAV.\LRV    DIVISION. 
Lieutcnani-(;eiui,il  J.  D.  j'.  Fki:\CH. 

1st  Hrig.ide (llrigadier-(;encralT.C-.  I'orteri 
oth  Dragoon  Guards. 
6th  Dragoons. 
2nd  Dragoons. 

(Br.gadicr-General  R.  G.  Broadwood). 
loth  Hussars. 
12th  Hussars. 
Household  Cavalry. 

,,,  .      ,.        3rd  Brigade 

n.rigad.eiGeneral  J.  R.  I'.  Cordon). 
91I1  Liincrrs. 
16th  Lancers. 
i"th  Lancers. 

....      ,.    4ih  Brigade 
(.Major-(.cneral  J.  B.  B.  Dickson). 

7tli  Dragoon  Guards. 

M]  Hussars. 

Mlh  Hussars. 

'''■"Artllleo'.''  ^^'  '^'  '^'  ^  '"*""■'''  "°'" 

Mounted  infantry  division. 

Major-General  l.w  Ha.mii.to.v. 
1st  Brig.ide 
(Major-Ceneral  E.  T.  H.  Hutton). 
1st  Corps  (Colonel  E.  A.  H.  Alderson). 
1st  Canadian  Mounted  Rifles 
2nd  Canadian  Mounted  Rifles. 
Lord  .')trathcon.Vs  Corps 
One  Battalion  Imperial  .Mounted  Infantry. 


-idRrv-il  Vr"i-l"i'  "'!!"'"'■  =""  '^'"rps  (Colonel  de  I  i«!.> 

-.in  «nyal  Ifisli  Fusiliers.  v       p       ....  i-i-i-,i. 

63rd,  f,4th,  and  73rd  Field  Batteries  uw.^"""  ^V"''','  ^'°""<eJ  Infantr)-. 

»  est  .'\ustralian  .Mounted  Infantrv 
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3rd  Corps  (Colonel  T.  D.  Pilcher). 
Queensland  Mounted  Infantry. 
New  Zealand  Mounted  Infantry. 
One  Battalion  Imperial  Mounted  Infantry. 

4th  Corps  (Colonel  Henry). 
\'ictorian  Mounted  Infantry. 
South  Australian  Mounted  Infantry. 
Tasmanian  Mounted  Infantry. 
One  Battalion  Imperial  Mounted  Infantry. 

2nd  Brigade  (Major-General  Ridley). 
South  African  Irregulars  Mounted  Infantrv. 
Several  Batteries  Artillery. 

COLONIAL   DIVISION. 
Major-General  Brab.\nt. 
Cape  Mounted  Rifles. 
KaflTrarian  .Mounted  Rifles. 
.Montmorency's  Scouts  (300). 
Brabant's  Horse  (1200). 
Border  Horse 
Frontier  .Mounted  Rifles. 
Queenstown  Volunteers. 
Cape  Garrison  Artillery. 
Two  Naval  12-pounders. 


OTHER    TROOPS    WITH    LORD 
ROBERTS. 

2 1st  Brigade. 
Battalions  not  known. 

(Brigades  not  known.) 

2nd  Berkshire. 

1st  Royal  Sussex. 

1st  Suffolk. 

1st  Cameron  Highlanders. 

C.I.V.  Infantry. 

Roberts's  Horse. 

Kitchener's  Horse. 

Two  Sqadrons  Imperial  Light  Horse. 

7th  Battalion  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

C.I.V.  Mounted  infantry. 

Ceylon  Mounted  Infantry. 

Lumsden's  Horse. 

Lord  Loch's  Horse. 

43rd,  65th,  86th,  and  87th  Howitzer  Batteries 

-"'''1"]-  f.'."!' 9th.  17th,  38th,  39th,  68th,  and 

88th  I-  leld  Batteries.     (Parts  of  8th, 9th, 

and  nth  Divisions.) 
Four  naval  4. 7- in.  guns. 
Part  of  Siege  Train. 


Towards  the  end  of  April  the  authorities  found  that  the  situation 
was  growing  in  interest  as  in  difficulty.     In  the  south-east  of  the 
I'ree  State  Colonel  Dalgety  and  his  small  but  truculent  band  had 
become   the   pivot   round  which    British   and   Free   Staters   were 
manoeuvring,  and  the  red  drama  of  war  on  the  north  and  west  of 
Wepener  was  becoming  tragic  as  that  of  the  region  around  Mafekin?. 
Developments  on  a  large  and  complicated  scale  were  taking  place 
developments  not  as  might  be  imagined  in  the  direction  of  Pretoria' 
but   for  the  purpose  of  catching  the  enemy  in  the   northern  and 
eastern  portion  of  the  Free  State,  and  dealing  with  as  much  of 
him  as  possible  before  proceeding  to  larger  things.      There  were 
now  several  separate  columns  on  the  march,  each  and  all  so  arranged 
that,  at  a  given  moment  and  at  a  given  place  within  a  very  short 
r^ij  u^  •''°"'^  concentrate   for  purposes   of  battle    when    battle 
should  be  imminent,  and  with  a  view  to  mopping  up  such   Boer 
commandos  as  might  chance  to  step  in  between  the  fangs  of  the 
British  hon.     (We  are  already  aware  that  the  Boer  commandos  in 
this  region  were  far  too  knowing,  and  the  anxious  fangs  eventual  y 
snapped  on  nothing  at  all !     Still  a  vast  mass  of  the  foe  was  he  d 
m   the   south-east   of  the    Free   State  while  plans  for  the   great 
advance  northwards  were  being  elaborated.) 

Lord  Robert.s  began  the  second  act  of  his  campaign  by  deployii  s 
the  army  from  Karee  Siding  as  far  as  Wepener  a  distance  of 
some  seventy  miles.  Indeed,  on  Sunday  the  22nd  of  April,  we  fii  d 
that    one   portion   of  the  army  was  at  Bushman's   Kop,   south   of 
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p):r "aS  ""m^^^^l^;:^^^'  '-^^-y  between  the  latter 
some  twenty  miles  from  H  n.    f      ^^  "1°"''"^  '»    Tweede  Geluk 
dorp,  and  ^r^^^ ^rl^l^V^^  ^'^'^'y:}--  from  DeS 
rnaking  for  Dewetsdorp  wh  rtrols  were    r''"'  ^'""^'^'  "^^°  ^'^^ 
Post  and  fifteen  miles  ^^s-'iK^Lrr      f  ""'  T  "^^'^  Sannas 
of  the   Modder  between  Sa„n?.  vT    Y'^u'  ''  ^^'^'^"^'^  Passage 
some  weeks  had  be^n  mu^-h  u  ed  bT  h^Bo'^'  '"""i^f^T  "'"^'^  f^ 
were  sprayed  out  at  distances  v?!?     f       ''"'''•      ^"  ^'^^^^  droops 
from  each  other,  and  wfrrcambK^  l'- "^  '-^'"'V  ^«  ^^^'^V  "^iles 
-unication.     A^  this  "on^wXf  eomS      '"'^'^^^'°^^•'^^P'^''^  ^om- 
be  examined  and  not  dismissed  whl^n         ^  "lachmery  requires  to 

to   follow  the   commanding  officer     as   the  "  ''  ^'"''"•  ''"  P^^^'^Ie, 
special  duty.  ^    omcers   as    they  each    moved   on   his 

sic.wrR^c£Sj;:^^::^f^hern^ehad.c^  ,,,j,  ,,,, 

"the  big  partridge  drive  "     The  force'^nfT^  "^  ^^^^  ^"''^•^  ^^"^^ 
movmg   from    Reddersburg  towards    Dp ll^i  """^"^  conmianders 
'5.000   strong.     It   was   clrnpos^t oFZ"''^^  T  r7  "^°"^ 
Yeomanry,  the  Mounted  Infantrv  cor«n!.n^   ^    r  ^^^   ^^^    ^"^P^^'al 
and  2nd  Northumberland  FuS  T^  /'L''^ '^^   '^^  Berkshire 
Captain  McNeil),   GenLl  SmnL  r^/- ^?"'"^"''^"^>'^  Scouts 
Brigade,  and  Ge^eraf  A  fen's  B.?.al'  ^^'f  ^'' •  ^^"^'••^'   ^^V-^'^ 
commanded  by  Colonel  Jeffreys   R  A       7^       '  """^'^  artillery  was 
74th,  77th,  and  79th  Field  SeH^s  *    ^'."^'"P'-'-^^^^  tbe  38th,  69th, 
Wet,  occupied  a  position  a^f^Vlf  .  ^  ^°'^'"^'  ^^'sposed  by  De 

Wepener.  ^those  in    te  forme    nl.''  '^^^^'^^  ^'''"'  ^eeuw  KoVto 
and  vice  versd.  ^'  P'^'^  covenng  those  in  the  lattt-r! 

■'^9?^^^^n'^^::^^^  Rundle,    were 

anxiety  alid  disturbance  by  Torfv.W  t.^r' '  '"  t  Pu"*"?^'"^'  ^'^'^  ^^ 
were  at  a  loss  to  understand  ''The  I.  '•''''"^  '^'^  Dutchmen 
dance  where  they  are  "  said  «*  T.  u  ^  "  *°  ^^^P  em  on  the 

ftrategy.  "keep  'Im  hVel     so  thit  wIT^'  "tt  ^^^''^^  '''"  '"^^■'est  in 
egs  to  do  it  with."     At  the  same  f?      lu^^  r"'  '°  ''""  ^h^y've  no 
•n  contributing  to  the  1  fe  of  the  Zt  '^'    ^°"'''  '^^'^  their  share 
means  of  bringing  to  ligh   more  deeroTB'llf  l'  T"^  •^"''^  ^''^^  ^^e 
he  mornmg  of  the  2ot^  a  stroL  force  nfv''''^^'  '^^•'°'«"^-     ^arly  in 
Infantry  and  two  guns  had  .^JL^       ^^°'"^"'^'  ^'^h  Mounted 
the  Free   State  to^  reconnoitre  the  '"'  """^^  I'V"  ^^^^"  pastures  of 
-'Strength.     (The  left  was  ?he  mo.r     T^"'^  f  '"'^^  ^"^  ^'^^^ver  his 
that  turned   he  would  be  cut  rSfu^^"  P"'"^  ^^  the  foe.  a 

mtothearmsoftheadvanc    glot";  'rh^e:""  "^'  '"^''^^^  "-^^ 
mam  Boer  position,  and  werf  assaEn      '1^  T"  '^'"^  "P«"  the 
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took    place,    during    which    th.    v 

could '^arrrehem'X"/'  ">' f^d  ««ds  wet  offas  h  '?  ''T" 
^W.  who,  it  may  be  remel   '    "i^  ^^'-'-espondent   of  the  ^^r^"'?''^ 

vfeion,  grown  IMke  f„  ITn  """=  ^"'''"'  ^"  '"='=  ™ S  °VC  ?,"'' 

he  had  his  pistol    h^  /   .J     '  "'S^'^'"  ^^"hout  astru^rrr    xt     •   ^' 
the  open      hL    u         f°"'*^  "o^  a^ain  be  h.,n  J«5  /^        ^^'^  ^""e 


ar 
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action  saved  the  journalist's  life,  owned  the  talismanic  name  which 
moved  the  army  as  the  magnet  moves  a  needle.     Trooper  Robert 
was  recommended  to  the  notice  of  Lord  Roberts  by  Gcniral  Rund  e 
for.  as   Mr.   Unirch.ll   said,   all   the  officers  were  a-reed   th- 1   the 
njan  who  pulled  up  in  such  a  situation  to  help  another!  was  wor  In 
of  some  honourable  distinction.  ^.•'  vvorin> 

The  fighting  elsewhere  continued  with  considerable  heat  and  the 
long  day  was  vibrant  with  the  brawl  of  big  guns  and  tl  rc^conhon 
ous  whirr  of  shells.       Without  artillery  Vhelp    n      ou.S  tl  e 
enemy.  General  Brabazon  decided   it  L  uJLVZ^Z    1  e 
reconnaissance  ;  he  therefore  withdrew  with  what  some  one  described 
as  "an  instructive  little  rear-guard  action."'      He  had  done  an  im 
mense  amount  of  work,  reconnoitred,    located   lasers  IrceS    1  e" 
enemy  to  move  h.s  guns,  and  generally  discomfited^iim  at  the  co  ' 
of  less  than  a  score  of  men.     Now  he  rested  on  his  oars,  for  i  istruc 
t.ons  from  head-quarters  arrived  advising  General  Rund le  to  rt 
t.11  reinforcements  should  arrive  before  fuither  pressim"h     attack 

Accordingly  on  Sunday  the  2.nd  of  April,  Gene  al  Frer  Hi 
was  despatched  from  Bloemfontein  to  assisl  '  The  fo  ce  con 
s  sted  of  the  3rd  and  4th  Cavalrv  Brigades  the  Eleventh  nf," 
sion  (General  Pc^e-Carew's).  aiul  'some^  natal  'uns  The  ^^^^^^ 
was  to  move  to  Dewetsdorp.  and  en  route  to  turn  out  the  en?mv 
from  his  position  at  Leeuw  Kop.  General  Dick' on  vvi  the  ^  h 
Brigade  of  Cavalry  and  a  batterv  of  Horse  Artill^V,        ^'\  ^'^^  4th 

.o»^ds  .l,e  sou,:,  Ls.  fro„,  Spri^fiLl'Tas'^.o  t  Lff  h  °e„Tmy 
in  the  event  of  his  retreat  n-r  to  the  p-mf       r«r.„^  ^"uic  enemy 

wuh  .he  ,8,h  Brigade,  83rd,  84.1    and  "5  i,  iS,,"  £   f't^Zk 
The 


n  our 


„  -  -    /o    ^.x.        ^  liundred  yards  before  the 
guns  (84th  Battery  Field  Artillery)  having  d 
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pasition,  began  to  play  upon  it— hidden  though  it  was  by  hiiih  trees 
.•md  shrubberies-    vjth   such  accuracy  and   vigour  that  the  enemy 
retreated  to  some         nnt  kopjes,  whence  they  plied  their  Vickers- 
Maxims  and    Maust..   with  a   will.      Shells  buzzed  and  bounded 
.•imong  them,  but  our  men  never  flinched.     They  pursued  their  way 
niore  and  more  to  the  left,  in  order  to  surround  the  offending  kopjes 
he  Warw.cks  m  the  centre,  the  Essex  on  the  right,  the  Welsh  on 
tlie^  left,  movuig  in  echelon,  advanced.     By-and-by  General  Dick- 
son s  cavalry,  from  its  distant  position,  attempted  to  en<rai:e  in  the 
flanking  movement,  and  to  surround  the  hills  if  possible  with  mounted 
ZZ       T/  ''^  ^^^^>?'"^?^  «<■  ^he  infantry  attack.     The  operations 
onf  1  K         fl-  ?'■^'■';'^^"   ^>-  '?"  appalling  darkness,  which  turned 
out  to  be  a  flight  of  locusts  that  came  and  went,  leaving  the  land 
more  bare  than  it  was   before.      The  infantry  now  were  pouring 
volleys  on  the  kopje  whence  they  were  again  attacked  widi  such 
warmth  that  they  had  to  "lie  low."     Their  position  at  this  time 
was  an  unenviable  one,  it  being  too  exposed  for  advance,  and  too 
advanced  for  retirement.     At  last  the  Essex  made  a  glorious  dash 
on  the  western  slopes,  while  the  Warwick  and  Welsh  regiments 
wildly  cheering  clambered  ahead  of  them  on  the  northern  heights! 
I  he   Boers  fired  half-heartedly  for  a  time,  but   were  subsequently 
seen  careering  down  t  e  eastern  slopes,  their  sole  care  being  to  save 

VvTI  r'"-  '^"^""""^'te'y  i"  this  gallant  assault,  Captain  Prothero, 
Welsh  Regiment,  was  mortally  wounded. 

Mn.yn^i^T''T'^''  "'^'^""^h'l^'  had  extended  on  the  right,  while  the 
Mounted  Infantry,  consisting  of  one  battalion  Imperial  Mounted 
HnrTf"  '!f.^'^^.-"^  Canadian  Mounted  Rifles,  and  Strathcona's 
Horse  (on  their  right)  came  in  for  so  devastating  a  welcome  from 

hill  thT?^'  ^""  ""'T'^  '1'^  ^""?^>'  ^^^  P^^^^d  °"  ^  neighbouring 
iiiH.  that  they  were  forced  to  retire.      But  the  artillery  came  to  the 

fn.m'i^'.r^  u'^''  '^''''''"'^  their  gun.      The  Dutchmen  now 

S  "■  ""■^l^-'-s.  too  meagre  to  hold  their  line  of  defence, 
which  covered  a  semicircular  chain  of  kopjes  on  the  east,  and  in 
the  morning  of  the  23rd  all  the  enemy  who  held  Leeuw  Kop  we  e 
discovered  to  have  trekked  eastward.  The  position  was^  ours 
yuantities  of  ammunition  and  rifles  were  seized,  and  General  French 
had  comnienced  an  animated  chase  to  the  south,  though  his  cavalry 

TZrT'^U?  '?  ^"''  '^''^^^'''  •"  ^"y  ^^'•^"g  P^^'tion  in  the  vicinity, 
fhp  wS  f  "''',  01  the  days  experiences  was  the  exhibition  of 
the  white  flag  on  the  farmhouse,  whence  the  Boers  fired  on  the 
Canadians.  These  gallant  fellows  came  safely  out  of  the  treacherous 
downpour,  but  lost  two  horses. 

On  the  same  dciy  (the  22nd),  while  the  other  tentacles  of  the 
great  octopu...  the  British  army,  were  twisting  as  shown.  General 
Ian   Hamilton  with  his  Mounted  Infantry  DivTsion  was  movin"  on 
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it  was  found  Lcessary  to  des'f^^cTAhe  S  '^^^-ghbouring  hills. 

^ri^i:s--tife^-^^^ 

other  maUe  apprecfaTed  ^^^P'  '"  ''^"""  ''^'^'''^  '^  '^^^ 

side^^"|.ilge:L,^S^rwri  ''^'^^^  ^'-^  Cherm- 
sei.ed  tlie  hills  cUering  the  w.TJn  hr  1'  "'"'''^"^  ^"^^^"■^'•^  ^"^^1 
at  Kranz  Kraal-th?L  d^^e  whS""^?T^^  °''^'' ''^^  ^^°^'der  River 
described.  ^^  "^^""^^  "^''"y  ^o  the  Boers  has  been 

GentlTHaill  S;S  S^^^^  h;s  Mo,,,,^   Division  and 

Bushman's  Kop  so^mt^olTe^^S^^^^^^^^^  ^'^^ 'll^  ^^ 

been  relaxed.  By  Monday  t^e/.l^^l'"' r^^^^  ^'^"^  "^^^"•''''"y 
ported  by  Hart's'  B^adf  ad 'tl  IJ^.he  b"''  '''^•'•^:'^"'  ^"P 
having  kept  up  a  running  fight  all  dav  .J^'"'''  ?«?'."«".  after 
fight  were  twenty-five  wounded  Some^nf  thJ  '^'"^''""'^  ""^  ^^e 
Basutoland,  under  arrangement  with  Th.  -J'^  ^'^''^  removed  to 
Mafeteng.     General  BraC  In  •      '■•*'"'^^"^  Commissioner  at 

tion.  keel^ing  Stolanf  o  T.i:  Hgh'tl^k  ^r"'"^"^^'>'  ^'-- 
watched  with  amazing  interest  hv  £  .•  '  ''  operations  being 
was  now  some  eight^m^s  f  L  w-  "^''^^%'"  .^^'^  region,  h! 
fontein,  and  in  hefeaXc  cnZ.  ^^P'^P^'  ^."^  sixty  from  Bloem- 

stance  which  ca^senrBoerround' w"'''^  ^^'^^^^^  ^  ^'-"'^- 
as  to  their  positions.  ""'^   Wepener  to  grow  uneasy 

To  return  to  General  Pole-Carpw  n„  »u 
the  .3rd.  the  Boers,  as  we  k^rwere  foundToT^  "' ''""^^> ' 
their  main  position  at  Leeuw  Kop  and  ^he  M^  .  have  evacuated 
possession  of  the  hill  from  which  ^hee^fhaHK  ^"'^"'O' took 
tlie  infantry.  General  Fr^nrl,  K„  .1,  ,^"f"iy  "ad  been  routed  by 
>f  his  transport.  Tots  were  knV^'l^^  "•^''^'"^  °"  independently 
of  the  LeeL  Kop  poitTon  but  withn  ^  '"  '^'^  ^""^'^^"^  ^'"gel 
French  pushed  on^  posting  'the  6th  fe  "T ^.'"^  ''^""''  ^^"^'"^J 
lank,  till  they  should  be  reived  by  tl^en.n^/""P  '""  "y^  «"  ^is 
following.     Meanwhile,    sfowly  in  \he  r^        ''"^  ""^^P/  ^'^''^'^  ^^''^ 

on  .l-e  hin  .He,  we.  ^'-^^ jiT^^^^Vt'S)^::^ 
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attentions    from    a    Maxim, 
but    in    spite    of    this    they 
behaved  with  great  gallantry, 
made     for    the     kopje     on 
which    the    Boers   were  en- 
sconced, and  finally  cleared 
the  summit.      But  this  was 
not  accomplished  without  la- 
mentable loss.  Major  Brazier 
Creagh,  9th  Bengal  Lancers, 
who  but  recently  had   suc- 
ceeded to   the  command  of 
the  regiment,   was  mortally 
wounded.     Presently,  to  the 
assistance  of  Roberts's  Horse 
came     the     14th     Hussars, 
squadrons    of    which    regi- 
ment distributed  themselves 
in   hope  of  cutting   off  the 
enemy    in    retreat,    but    the 
Dutchmen,  with   all    smart- 
ness, plied  theirguns  till  it  was 
deemed  best  to  retire,  leav- 
nig  the  2nd  Coldstreams  in 
I    the  original  position  gained. 
The    cavalry    soon    be- 
came engaged.     The  Boers 
were  espied  in  a  long,  low 
kopje  to  the  east  and  west 
of  the  Dewetsdorp  Road,  the 
wide,    flat    ridge   of   which 
General    French    meant   to 
seize.      The     9th     Lancers 
advanced   to  secure  it,   but 
the    Boers    instantly    raced 
for   the  most  advantageous 
position,  with  the  result  that 
while  the    troopers   planted 
themselves  on  one  edge  of 
the   plateau   the    Boers   did 
likewise  on  the  other.     An 
animated     combat     ensued, 
the    Lancers    fighting  most 
pluckily.    The  Boers  offered 
determined  resistance,  where- 
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losing  neavil).       I  his  weapon  d  sturbcd  th»'  t'ff,,rt<  ..f  »,     i\      i 

engagement  was  a  pretty  affair  but  cos   v     rl^l         i  •        /''*'''■>■ 
enfiladed    with   a   cruel    fire     osi.m   o  .  ^'ffl        "^'^^'"''^   ^^•xncors, 

Lieutenant  V    R    HrnnL-..   n^i,  i  vv.  Stanley,  9th  Lancers, 

his  division,  wich  Kw  *;,;;»  Jlk  V  'rj:^? "'  '"'™"''"s 

in  the  direction  of  the  mmn  £,pt.   »^e  >  '  lu^R        '  r"""  ^'Pl"""' 
had  heen  hidin-r.     Here   Roh?S«''=  H  "i''''  '"'  """""  M" 

.ocajed  the  posiUon  "whiil/ttrn^'^i^h^^tt'"^^^^^^^^^^ 

the  nose  of  the  enemy,  in  m:rto  rfetv       -fP?;      '""'  "l"''^'' 

r-j,5-ii.rK-^Sse^  S 

sconced  themselves,  and  past   which   GenerarKt^-;!'^','"" 
march,  but  the  cuns  of  thV.  Rr^l,   n  ..  ,  '  S'^^^'irew   had   to 

.he.  Vspeedi,  .o^^^t^nL^,^  ^^s:!;- hXTE  t|-: 

reVs;:^trt:i,r?o  ":^r;^  t't'^  °"  Srar,trs',"wit',; 
Meanwhile  Gener:iL"x^,',ftrr5»7c:':"r^r'v 

him  was  wait  no-  till  1ip  cK.x,,i  i       .  •  V       i>oers  in  front  of 

Carew.  He  wa^s  war  ed  bv  tellf  T  '^u^'  ^■'^''  ^^""^''^'I  P^'^" 
Cavalry  Bri. Jle  ^  of  G oner  I  1''^  '.^'^  '^"f  7^''''''^'  ^^  ^he  4th 
there  ias  liule  dine  ^Iver^irr'^n^tt'^a"  h'VY^^ 
Boers  persistently  fired   but  without  doiiigtriot^damat'^'Tl;: 
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Yconv.Hnry,  who  already  had  shown  remarkable  "jirit."  received  con- 
sideu.   -  attention  from  the  "  Creusots  "  of  the  enemy,  wIkj  were 
iipparenily  holdinjr  on  to  all  their  eastern  positions  re^rardless  of  the 
lact   that   the   ^rigiintic   pron^r.s  of  the  steel   trap  which    was  beinir 
prepared  for  them  wer«!  shortly  about  to  close.      All  the  fores  were 
now  jrr;idi:ally  getting  in  touch  with  each  other,  and  t!ie  DutcK.ti.  us 
days  were  numbered.     So  it  was  thougrht  on  the  niglu  of  the  s^rd 
I  he  34th  broke  quietly.     No  shot  was  fired.     Kundlc's  fo.  ce  swun.' 
to  the  left,  pivoted  on  Chermside,  who  remained  in  defence  of  the 
position,  while  the  mounted  briji;ade  protected  i!     ■  uier  Hank.     In  this 
(.enend  French,  now  arrived  from  the  north,  also  assisted,  and  pro- 
ceeded  to  turn   the  enemy's   left.      The    British   movements  were 
conducted  with  due  silence  and  secrecy,  they  beinjr  determined  to 
produce  a  surprise  for  the  Boers.     The  surprise  "  came  off,"  as  the 
-sayiiur  ,s,  but  it  was  on  the  wron^r  side.     When  the  men  creepin<' 
up  the  stony  kopje  came  to  peer  f  )r  the  enemy  in  the  trenches  the? 
found -merely  trenches.      "  Not  a  bloomin'  Hoer  anywhere  "  cried  a 
distrusted    I  (Miimy,   kickin^r  the  quiet   boulders   with  a  dilapidated 
boot  I      1  he  Dutchmen  were  gallopin<r  to  Ladybrand.      The;  ma<rni. 
Iicent  web  that  had  been  prepared  for  them  was  empty.  "^ 

All  officer  in  the  Royal  Scots  gave  some  interestiiur  details 
regarding  the  part  taken  by  the  Third  Division  in  this  somewhat 
complex  movement : — 

At  this  ti^ine  we  heard  rumours  that  one  of  our  mounted  companies   the 
one  commanded  by  Captain  Molyncux-Secl,  was,  together  with  tlie  Colonial 
Division,  besieged  at  Wepener.     This  proved   ti  bl  correct.     At   .  ^o  AM 
on  .2th  April  we   got  orders   to   march  at   9   .v.m.,    under  General' Cherm: 
side,    who    had    taken    over    the    command    of    the   Tiiird    Division     from 
General  Gatacre.   towards    Dewetsdorp   and   Wepener,    to   the   relief  of  the 
column  at  Wepener.     We  reached   Reddersburg^hat^fternoon      The   rlin 
came  on  late  that  evening,  and  literally  flooded  us  out.     Every  officer  and 
man  was  up  from  midnight,  running  about  trying  to  keep  warm.     We  had 
been  without  tents  since  31st  \;,.vh    and  are  still  without  them  (i;th  May). 
On  .4th  April  we  moved  forward  n/ra!.-,     nd  reache-'  H  •  endal,  the  scene  of 
the   recent  disaster  to   the  th:.        .....     ,s  of  the  Koyal  Irish   Rifles  and 

Sf  i  ^°?'P'"\°'^  the  Noai.u..berland  Fusiliers.  Graves.  she£  cart- 
iidges  &c..  here  showed  the  tough  work  they  had  had.  We  remained  at 
Rosendal  waiting  for  the  Eighth  Division  to  come  up  until  19th,  and  had  a 

t'e7nre  "T  °^  "•  ^'  ""''^^'"^  '''S^'"  °"  '9th  towards  Dewetsdorp.  about 
ten  miles,  when  we  went  into  bivouac.  On  20th  we  moved  off  at  6  \  M  and 
atter  marching  some  six  or  seven  miles  we  found  the  enemy  in  a  position  of 
very  great  strength  covering  Dewetsdorp.  Our  mounted  inf/ntry  and  artillerv 
drove  in  the  advanced  posts,  and  we  established  ourselves  on  the  Wakker- 
stroom  Hills  in  front  of  the  enemy's  position.  It  was  then  quite  dark  We 
._  o.ed  our  dinners  as  best  we  could,  and  lay  down  and  slept  the  sleep  of  the 
just.     I.  forgot  to  say  that  we  found  it  very  difficult  to  put  out  our  outpost 

Re^imlnl  '?!t.ff]l  '  ^"u  T-  ""'■°'"'""^'^  Pf  .^'  belonging  to  the  Worcestershire 
Kegiment,  actually  walked  into  the  enemy's  lines  and  were  captured  " 
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th.msdvcs  practically  in  ^c  H.h  "'^^nn; '"T '  J""  ''"•  ''"^  ^'-"'' 
unlucky  regiment,  a  few  days  hter  w  .J  I  '^'^'  '""'"""  "'  '''« 
am,.-  inspection,  and  whil/tlu  ,'  ^j  '  [''■■'^'l  ^'I'  ^"•'  '""^^  .an! 
enemy,  who  promptly  sei/ed  T  '  ^  ^  • '"•■"'^'  ''  '"''g^'  '->r  the 
wounded  f.)ur  of  tli  me^  Con  ':i''"V.""">'  ""^'  '<'"^^1  vo  and 
quoted  said :-  "''"'     ^^^'«"'^""k'  lus  story,  th     offic,      !„-fo  r 


the  shell  burst  some  joo  yaSr -'.  ou     Wr      t"'''  *»'""  '''"^  ''^•^»  «" 
battalion  remained  in  reserve  H..f   i         •    "    ■     '  '"'  •">  '""K  story  sho, 
.he  next  day.  but  early Tn^the  2    JZ  "e  '  '  "  'J  '''  'he^rigal  an 
battalion  was  on  the  ri^ht  o"  a  ba  ttv  o,     r?l   '"''1  'l^  '°  ""=  ''^«'  '"" 
on  a  Kentle  slo,>e.     Exfept  for  the  nan     .     L?'  ''"""^  "'^  "«'  °'"  "'e 
known  to  the  enemy,  but  the  me  i  fact  "f  ™\'''^'  *'"'"  Position  was 

to  draw  fire,  and  in  less  tlnn T.Tf       i       """""«  "'^  trenchfs  was  suffir» 
with  the  main  body  oftL  t"ta  o^-^eh ind  Z  |"^'  'T  ""'  '^"^  -"  wif  ^e, 
round  us.  and  went  "phut,  phu    °?n?o  f  .  [""^  '"'•      ^'"^  '^""ets  flew  a 

that  more  did  not  find^  restCLiel  in  n!^  Tr  ''  °"'"  ^'''-  '■"'  '  "  is    1'^,. 
thrown  up  parapets  in  fron   of  each  enmnr'  ^l'""     '"  ''^'f-T'-hour  we  In 
and  we  suffered'no  more    Luakie       AuZ'       ""^  ^J'"''  ""^  ""-'"  -^^^  «  ^ 
■n  this  position.     It  was  mos     n.eresuL  w    t^  ""^  "'^  "^^'  ^^  remain  d 
amongst  our  trenches,  around  t leTm  Ss      „d"o^  "'"  ^'"^."^  ^«  "'^^  buis 
had  nine  guns,  and,   I  believe,  sool  n  in  '  '  ^^  •?"'-«^'^"-     The  Boers 

fircr.   a   9-pounder   Kmpp   gu  ,.   a    iIi.vH;       "^''  "'"  «""«  ^«  a  quickt 

the  discharge  resembles  in  the  distannrfi.7'.        .''P ''"•^  harm.     The  noise  of 
constantly  replied,  'Come  in /  dt    "a"d   t.  ,"'.  '\1  ''  '  ,^°-'  -^  the  ma 
the  early  morning  of  the  2;thP^  w^  n         T  ^"°^^  "^^t  they  are  '     On 

pom-poms,  and  eventually  we  fou  J  the  Rn"^  "^   ?'"^'  ^^^''^"^^  of  gu„s  and 
and,  alas  !  had  escaped  us^a^S  Genera  iv^.n,    ''  '  ^^^^'^"^•^d  their  positions 
forward  on  to  Dewe^sdorp."  "'  '  "''''^  ^"     "^«-     We  at  once  pushed 

*>f  the.r  horse-shoe  position  mund  W  ""^  '^^^"^  ""^^'y  P'^n 
chastisement!  Here  werf^e  inf^"trv!^Tr  ""^'''"'y  ^'^hout 
with  more  than  seventy  Jl^.l^  ^"^  •'^''^^  ^^'^''^''■y  brigades 
;L"d  yet  they  had  succLd!d  in  Jn^'"^  "  ^"••'•^^'"ding  them. 
Qu.te  quietly,  on  the  nSn  of  .t'^P'"^^,^ '^^'gh  our  fingers 
thetr  waggons ;  on  the  "  ^  d  ttyhJTt  '^'''  '^"^  ^^"^  ^ff 
VVepener;  and  on  the  -'^ilwkl^u  ,^  ^''^''^'  ^  Parting  kick  at 
;.vv.,.-  .„  .  ..  .  ,        [""^   -4th  they  had   retreated-^ silendy  stda, 


■'1- 
d 

he 
> 


actinL*^  as  a  cov^-'^rr 


ile 


— UL'  US  a  rnv«..„„  .....        P'^""^  o'"  ^heir  force  before  DewefXr-^ 
were  foiled  and-  Sj-^'^'  t\  "r/  ™/"«!>anchu.     Tto  S 


may  ni  a  measure  have  been  d 
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t,ictical  bungling  but  certain  it  was  that  the  Boers  had  superior 
advantages,  for  they  were  moving  in  a  country  entirely  frienSrvTo 
them,  were  we  1  .n  ormed  of  all  our  intentions  and  movents  and 

aTdM;-r''f'  T  ^^"  ^'^^-.fh-'"-  by  so-called  farmers  who'sLbtle 
and  shifty,  had  comfortably  surrendered  the  better  to  enc^i<re  in 
covert  operations  which,  while  replenishing  their  pockets  df  no" 
nnper.  the.r  skms  !  Moreover  they  escaped  scot  frL.  because  Lord 
Roberts  was  not  mclmed  to  fritter  more  of  his  troops  on  sde  issues 
wh.le  the  great  object  of  the  campaign,  the  sei^ure  of  'retoria  and 
he  cnpplmg  of  the  Boers  for  prolonged  military  operation!  was 
occupymg  h,s  enfre  attention.     The  capture  of  De  Wet's  forces 

o  ol?Hn       r""i  "'"  "'^  '^'^""'•^^••>'  '"^P""-^^^  '■"  compari  on  to  the 
protection   of  railway   communication   with  the  sea   base,   and   De 
Wets^  minor    successes,  even  when  the  disasters  of  Koorn  Sprui! 
and    R.ddersbu,;g  were  counted   among  them,  were  not   suffiS 
to  frighten  the  Chief  into  a  change  of  hit  larger  strategical  cSn 

the  reS  of'win"''";  "I'T'^  ^^'T^  '^^"^  ^'^^'-^  BrabazSn'to 
the  rehef  of  Wepener  (which  was  already  free),   and   he  himself 

occupied  Dewetsdorp.  On  the  25th,  however,  he  received  oXs 
from  Bloemfont(.n  to  chase  the  Boers  to  Thabanchu  which  't 
dawn  he  proceeded  to  do,  followed  later  by  Gen;rarR'mdir  anS' the 
Eighth  Division  Meanwhile  part  of  the  Third  Divis  on  under 
Chermside  kept  t^ie  Union  Jack  floating  in  Dewetsdorp  In!  watched 
over  the  outlymg  districts.  General  Poltcarew.  his  wo?k  "n  th^  lomh 
done,  started  for  Bloemfontein  to  prepare  for  the  1^^!,  ance     ' 

.n^'^R*'"K  '""^'^^^yf^'  ■'^  glorious  march  into  Wepener.  Generals  Hut 
and  Brabant  ridmg  to  Jammersberg  Drift  were  cheered  vv.'th^n 
thusiasm,  and  the  former  General  congratulated  tt  delnde  I  on 
their  dogged  pluck,  and  declared  that  the  credit  of  the  rehef  wa" 
due  to  General  Brabant.  "  with  whom  it  was  an  honour  to  serl-' 
Genera  Brabant  on  his  side,  was  loud  in  praise  of  the  ea  Lnt 
Colonials,  and  of  the  assistance  given  him  bv  the  Cnne  fSh 
Artillery,  declaring  that  the  very  Krst  time  the  •  came^l  a«Ton 
they  saved  hu«  at  a  critical  moment.  His  story  nfe"  ts  repeS" 
He  was  advancing  to  the  relief  of  Wepener.  and  1  ad  to  take  Bes  er"^ 
Kop,  a  very  difficult  position  indeed,  and  he  had  to  turn    he  posidon 

wl  s^;'ep';oun;r'ln"r^''  ""  '7^  r>'  '^^'^'"^  '^•-  -^  "-k"a 
wide  sweep  round.       n  doing  so  his  force  came  suddenly  upon  a 

body  of  the  enemy  within   190  yards  of  tliem.     For  a  few  mfn  "tet 
unA^T^  r^'^'  ^vei-y  warm.     The  General  called  up  two  gn 
under   Lieutenant   Janisch.      He    knew,    he   said,    that    L  rutenant 
Jamschs  gunners  had  never  been  in  action  before  and  httc 
cumstances  he  was  a  little  doubtful  as  to  how  the^  would  behave 
But  what  did  Lieutenant  Janisch  do  ?     He  at  once  set  to  work  Ind 
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Operations  for  Relief 

cleared  the  hillsidt  That  saTd  ^7'"  ^f" ^"^^"^  ^'-^^'^^h  had 
for  men  to  do.  men  who.  manrof  t  em  h.T  '  ^''  "  ^""""^  ^^ing 
"1  anger,  and  he  had  dravv7the  attemit  Vl'  '!?"  '"  ^'^^^  fi'-ed 
chief  to  the  fact.  There  were  „^''^.  ''"^"''O"  «/  the  Commander-in- 
Koyal  Artillery,  but  the  RY^oul^'ir  n '"  ^ 
better  than  the  Cape  Field  Artillerr^'?  ^f  l'-^'^  ^^^^  behaved 
that  he  could  not  ge^  the^t^tTLt  M^ jo'r'lngtbr"  ^'' 

rorcl'al  thtetm;^^^^^^^^^  General  Rundles 

Flymg  north-eastward  alone  the  f.S' J^o  "T  "°"  ^^^  run." 
four  thousand  of  them  went  as  f'^    T"^  ^^"^^  ^"'"^  ^^ree  or 
would  carry  them.     They  "vacua  S  t'he  F'-'^"'"*^  ""^  '^"'"^". 
works,  they  bolted  from  th^n^^  i^t      ,  ^  '^"PJ^^  "^''"*  the  water- 
rushed  fro^.  Jamll-^bTrg^Dri  tit^^^^^^^^^        of  D  ^,,^,  ^^e/ 
said,    "the   enemy   conjufated     he    verhS"'  ?!, -If.r'   ^^'^"•^•« 
positions  in  a  masterly  mSnner      Th!         ^  skedaddle"   from   all 
but  they   began   to  feL "rt'  herltiroThfr  "'"t  ^°^'  r^^'^^' 
to  cut  across  country  besides  themse7ves                     ""  '"'^^'  '^^'•" 

Wep^netmtSd'irS^^^^^^^^^^  completed  his  work  at 

As  he  was  nearing  this  placeT  "uddenTf  h'"^"'"'^'  Thabanchu. 
British  convov  had  been  caught  \n  ul.  K  ''^St"'^  aware  that  a 
briskly  shelled  by  the  Boers^  p'" ^^  ^T  l^'u^'"^  ^"^  ^^^  being 
through  the  Boer  lines  and  conveTS' tt  ^'^!?  "^"^'- '°  ^°™ 
were  defending  the  convoy  the  advi^.  ^  ?"u  ^  Yeomanry  who 
advance  to  their  aid.  The  4ssl.e  w  '  1  ?  ^""^^  °"  ''"  '^^  should 
stuck  out  manfully  until  at  dawn  £.  r  r'^f '.  ^"^  ^^e  Yeomanry 

upon  the  scene.     TheL^TTh;  L^f^^il^.h^ 

refuge^tfee^gl^^H?^^^^^^^^^^^^^  that  locality  took 

•^^^^.irlnTufhTerLlet^^^^^ 

without  being  l.ugh^1n^:L';"?erh'^^^^^  ^"V?-'  -^  gu- 

Free  Staters  had''  taken  up  a  trucdent  no  V  ^  ^^l^^  P'^^'r  ^^ 
Thabanchu  Mountain,  for  the  Durno..  nf  ^  '^."'"  ^°  ^^^^  "o«h  of 
covering  the  withdrawal  of  the'rw^--^  '^^''  '"""^^^  ^"^ 

they  succeeded  in  taking  wththem'fhe"  tweT^fi'''^'"  ^^'  ^°"th.  and 
Worcesters.  who  had  unlarily  dropped  intT^^^^^^^^        P[''°""''*'  °^  ^^e 
VOL.  V.  y  aropped  mto  their  clutches  at  Dewets- 
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dorp.  The  Transvaalers,  on  the  other  hand,  at  the  instance  of  Pre- 
sident Kruger,  were  trekking  towards  the  north  in  order  to  save  their 
energies  for  coming  operations  across  the  Vaal,  but  they  took  good 
care  before  leaving  to  make  themselves  as  obnoxious  as  possible  to 
such  farmers  as  had  surrendered  to  the  British  Government. 


THE  TENl'ACLES  AT   WORK 

We  left  General  Ian  Hamilton  on  April  22nd,  starting  from 
Bloemfontein  to  take  possession  of  the  waterworks  at  Sanna's  Post. 
His  force  was  composed  of  about  2000  Light  Horse,  Australians  and 
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Mounted  Infantry,  and  one  battery  of  Horse  Artillerv  •  hut  f  li      • 

distant  hiiU,  and  rU'r.l  .      ultlr'^.j^r' t  7;'"  ''"°  ',''= 
soon  beime^S  d«  teTedS/i:;  H,"'°?"  "r  '"°'  l""  " 

.on  °"se*:  S%,t';  £b^X   "r^eifd"'  "    '"''^'''^   ''-"' 

— ^^  oS  °SSS:?-f =- 

Canadians  and  the   ShrS.V./  ^  j^,  ^''^  g^^'^ntry  of  the 

Horse.     With  remar^a^bTe  cZ  n.'^FT-n'^   ^>'  ''^^  Grahamstown 
Boers  driven  off     Tfcanadhn^  ""'  I'^f?  ^'"^'"^^  ^"^  ^he 

approached  by  clevIJ'su^c^^st "^.^^^t^^^^^^  o?^^,^"-^^' 

undaunted.  cu7o   cleared  them  W  '^^^^^-^ir^  entanglements,  but, 
hill     With  great  in^nm-J  Th'     .   T'  f  ^^"^"^  '"^^  ascended  the 

while  frorabovftKSfrorJth^^^^  "I^'^m"''  '=°^'"'-  ^'^^^  ^'^"W- 
the  engagement  1  ad  douSedT  k'"'"  Mauser.-which  during 

Colonel  Ott^r  was  struck  In  tl      "T^'""^''^^  '^°"^''  ^"^  Gotten 

&:i;:i:!'ddintS?'S-'^^^^^ 

property  of  the  cirdhnf  S  ,1    r"  T"  ""^  '''=  I"'"  ^'^  ■'°«  'he 

was  severely   wounded    JnH^         Grahamstown  Mounted  Rifles) 
Ba.„  Hi„,%7ra:t.-^o£,  fcranad^:?'!..*™-- 


said. 


was  only  slightly  injured.     The 
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General    French 
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On    the    25  th 
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Ian  Hamilton  entracred  with   i  honl^  l(  n     ^  •    '^^"^'''al 

bu,  holding  a  ^t?^tzT;^^t^hr^:rj't'T''' 

An  effort  wasn,ade  to  dillodgc  ,he  Dutchmen  euirlr  f"  7' 
half.ru„o„s  among  them-i„  th?humed  march  to  TfeUchu)  whii; 

prod^dnTL^cdLft'effeL"""'^  and  prompt   measures  were  also 
were  punished,  and  thfrS  Arrl  J"  ^'^'■'^.  ^^/h^  delinquents 

.He  .nte„rgix;.^r  Hk-u-^vL'-^^^^^^^^^  ^- 
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i:i^o!Sc^;?i!:i^  ^^^2:;  ^^^^  their 

wuh  great  consideration      There      eeof";''"^'"''"'  ^-''^  '^'^'^^ 
with    these    weai<lings.   whose    notions   of  'f '  'r^8"^  '"«"^ents 

war   were    nil.      Air    hat    inLesS  them  "'"'■''*'^'   '"    '^"^    ^-"^   °f 
homesteads,  and  sell  at  as  nmSj  1  ''■'''   ^"   Preserve   their 

to  the  first  British  buyer  whJ^Sn'^^^^^^^^^  as  possible  their  goods 
no  sin  in  declaring  thev  1  ad  .-  "'°"^y  '"  ^''  Packet.  They  saw 
place  was  stocked^w  tl^it  of  i  h^n"r''^'^  ^""munition  when  the 
and  burying  the  better  "on  s  fo/ut"^.  °"^  "  '"-^  ^^-bled  rifled 
when  General  Pole-Carew  insisted  that  th  U  ""^""y  ^«>-"  Only 
with  their  Mausers  a  reason^wt  r    ^°^''^  should  give  up 

being  seized  as  p^^son"roTw:/^^^^^^^ 

•n  plenty  forthcoming.  There  was  now  n^"T  f"^  ^'"'"J^nition 
measures  helped  to  clear  the  m-.r  ^^ ''^"''^  ^''^^  ^^^^^^  Prompt 
rapidity.  A  typical  conver  aL  whicl/''^'^'^"/'^^  astonishing 
struction  took  place  during  one  of Sn  "IT?^^  ^  ^odd  of  in? 
A  young  Transvaal  prisSr  who  v^^  T  ^^'^-^arew's  Invasions, 
cated  goods  fron)  many  farn^;  was  auLt  JT  ^T''^  ^he  confis- 
the  war  would  last.  He  cas  ^  m^f^l  i  "^"^  ^'°^  '^"g  he  thought 
effects,  and  said.  "  Not  lonl  T!w  ^ '"'^  ^'  '^^  commandeefed 
Carew  could  hav;  had  no  te 'ter  .o      ,^°"^'""es  •'  "      General  Pole- 

•ng  with  what  for  more  tl^l  ^ontif  r^^  ^"""^"  '"  ^-l" 

Problem!  ^  "'°"'"  past  had  been  a  perplexing 

te|n'tl.e^\fd''^en":^;P^f^r-^^        '^^°"?^'>-      ^t    Bloemfon- 

ra.ns  had  beneficently  fi  fed  the  d^n^r"/""'"^'  ^^'  '^^  ^^^^"^ 
was  obtained  by  boring  The  r.^'  ^"^  5?°°^  drinking-water 
the  Boers  to  the' waterworks  wen^Sn' an  °^  the  damage  dSne  by 
arrangements  for  the  e-ener^l  n^  ^^^^^'  ''"^  ^t  the  same  time 

completion.  It  was  dSd  thlrth'tasT^r"'^  ^''^  approacSg 
mg  operations  in  the  south-easter,  rnn  ""r  ?"^i""'"?  the  sweep? 
be  assigned  to  General  Sir  LesHe  Rundll  ?"  ^T"  ^''''^  should 
to  be  left  at  Thabanchu  in  cor^mand  of  H  """r-'?  f^^'^  ^'"^  he  was 
some  800  Imperial  Yeomanry  undrCen/.^^^^^^^  Eighth  Division,  plus 
TU  k"^  ,"^"^'''°"  Proce'edeci  north  ^^^'''°"'  ''^''^^  ^^"^'^^'^ 

movement   for   the  purpo  e    of   .n^'"?''''  ^'""'"'^'^  ^''•^^ed  a  o-reat 
«s  neighbourhood.    ^K  was  eT^^   '■°"''"§^   ^'^^    ^^^^s   from 
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out  division  held  the  front  of  the  enemy's  position      Thr.  n^   i  r 
was  so  strong  that  General  Gordon   had  trcontent  htse^  VK 
merely  hajnmering  at  it.  but  the  Boer  right  crumWed     wnvK  T'''' 
General  Hamilton's  advance,  and  opened      road  fnrr         ^, 'i^-T 
son's   Cavalry   Hrigade,   whid.   onri^'ln^Jd^^^^^^ 
the   Hoers  scampering  like  goats  from  ridge  to  rile       ?!  T' 
moments    t  seemed  tha'    uirh  fh«  u.u-  i    •      i        ^  '     '"  ^  '^^ 
the  Dutchmen  would  be  enclosed      O.     U    '"  "^  V'"^''  °^  ''^^■'''  *^''"' 
with  such  troops  as  ll^rcXirmuste?  oSeTIL-s  d^^ 
.nat.on;  but  more  quickly  still,  and  X'^^^'^^S^^Z 


Kent  Cottaof,  Cronje's  Quarters  in  St.  Helena. 


Sen  fira  R°V   ""•"^'   "T^^  "'^'^  ^"^'^  ^--P^-e  as  to  be 
east  whil/nrl         'f\  '"°r'"^  ^'■'S^^^^'  "^^•■^'^^d  off^o  the  north 
SeS  Dicks'n's'lef  "''■^•^'  """^r"  '"^^"'•"^^  '"  '■°'--'  harassed 

to  he  h.??l''''"'''"'.^''°7^  Thabanchu  and  Ladybrand  had  therefore 

LHySe/Ju''-"'^'  ^""^  '"\  '^V'""'  ^---'  Rundle  stood  n 
va  r  L  in^rreinn"^r'v;f'''1'r,^  ^^"^'■^'  ^'■^"^h  with  his  flying 
ii"S;VheirhL  S  il'ft  klr^^""^"'^^  handicappe'd  in 
which  served  fnLMK-  [  ,  7^^^  ^  niagnetic  eye  on  the  enemy 
the  tf  nromred  ;  n  ••J''''^  General  Ian  Hamilton,  moving  on 
advance       ^  ^    ^'^'^  '"^  ^'""'^^"^  ^^''^^''^^  ^"^  j^'"  the  main 
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CHAPTER    IV 

THE  GREAT  ADVANCE" 

I  tein  for  the  purpose  oflj^:^^^^^-  I^'oemfon- 

JL         arming  surreptitiously  at  the  nXlu      ■      '^"^  ''"^"'X  '-^^d 
.      carried  news  of  the  British  mn^''"'''"^  ^^'■"^«-     Spies 
came  m  and  out  under  pre  ext  o7  brinTn'^TK""'''  ""^  messengers 
In  short,  it  was  discovered  thafthe  out  vfn/r     '"■  ^"^''^  '«  "'^'^^^' 
«nto  secret-service  agents  and  were  m/^    'T'^'"  ^'^'"^  developing 
the  atrocious  practice  o    fly  ng  Se X s'^'  ^?'^"'^  ^hemselve^s  tf 
at  short  ranges  at  unwary  patfofs      J twS  ^  "^  P"''P°^^  ^^  fi'-'"g 
such  duphc  ty  with  stern  ripSs  and  fnlL""''  ?^'^''''''y  '^  '"eel 
Molke  in  '71.  when  it  waf  ncum h,!^^     Y^^^^  by 

"iun.cationsfrom>^«../,W  ",F,7^^^^^^^^^  T  '°  P'-"^^^^  his  corn- 
must  be  resorted  to  to  pre  S  rbusl  'f  r  '^",^  ^^-"^"^^'^^  "measures 
Lord  Roberts  had  tried  maenanm If v  V'  ?"?^ence  in  the  future 
temuned  that  a  severe  coS ^7^  ?  ^'""i^f^^^-  He  now  cE 
m  future  might  be  made  to  suffer  fo  . 'ts  of'^'1-  ^^  ^'^'^^  ""^'^^^rs 
'n  person.     Accordingly  no  nnp  „  •  duphcity  in  property  and 

BWontein.^    a.,   en^my^^w^  d^pTeTTt.^'- ^r '"  ^ 
that  t.ieir  activ  ty  in  rlesmtrl,  ^  ^  P"^'^^",  «'   their  horses  in  ordor 
covery  of  hidden^artrfdges  or  cus"r?  "^'^'^j  ^"  ''"'"•^^d.  and  The  ^s 
to  be  looked  upon  as  sXcien    toTonWct  'T"^"^^  "^^^  '"  ^' ^-e 
town  were  tried  on  charges  of  conn. T^  '"'"'"^  residents  in  the 

sentenced  to  a  year's  imDn-sonm^nr  "^  ^™"  ^"^  ammunition  and 
was  confiscated  These^ex^Zle.  '^'P^^'^'fy'  while  their  proVrty 
taneous  good  result,  for  un^emed  ^'"'Y''^  of  almost  inS 
Bloemfontein.     General  Pole  r  f.  u ^"PP''^^  '''''^  Pourine  into 

tha   early  leniency  had  brought  abou       Wh      ''''''%''^'"S  the  abuses 
made  their  submission  were  rlV  ^Wherever  farmers  who  had 

Property  had  been  cSsS  Forf'^'?;  ^'  ^^-In  fighting,  thefr 
g'ven  as  a  rule,  thus  preventL  £^^  ^'''^i'*^"  taken  and  receb  ' 
>ng  dep6ts  for  the  enem^  Su?h  "'"'''^""^'"^  '"^"•'"^  ^'om  becTi 
have  averted  many  bloody  tussles  and  m"T'-  '^°P^^^  ^''^'■'•-'-  ^oZ 
of  time,  for  .«„,  forage  the  rafdL  "  "V  r^'"'^"^^"'^"^^  and  loss 
mandos  would  have  b'een  sVe1y 'L^ndTppe'r  ''  '''  ^'^^'-^  -- 

'  See  map  at  front. 
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soldcss  boots   .Jere  b^g  r^^S  b"      w  ^^  "^"[1  il"  V'"''' 
mognfication  was  not  to   be  accomplishe^in  hfste    for  '"" 

reason   that  made  it   imnn««;i.l,    f^   i    •  '   ''^"^  '"^  «''ime 

hospital.     The  line  ofSwa    o°     ""^    •?   ^^'^''^''^^   ^or   the 

came   the   music   of  bLdfinn  ""rtial  manner.     With  dawn 

mighty   cla™.our   of  armed   mT"7    ?  '"■    ">=Pi"""&   and   the 
waWns.     P'ole-Calra'nl  iS^'div   io^J^^^.tS  f:r   k"''"« 

Guardsm'^n.  of  staS't'  ^'^^^^ Z^''^^^' goodly 
':T^Z:V;r^  ^-^'T-  '-fy  Robert:  a";"  heilulht"*^'. 

of  the^enera&l^Te^^S  Se^F  jrit::!  ro.^  :iir  S"  "'"-^ 

88 


tid  Lord  Roberts 
an  him  by  the  in- 
ast  strokes  were 
rcl  march.  The 
red  cotton  khaki 
ieason,  and  thcir 

All  this  tr.ms- 
-,  for  the  same 
:ssaries   for   the 

enormous   bulk 

tile  force,  and 
It  had  to  take  a 
iiient.  General 
ing,  no  sooner 
ling  operations, 
[arshal,  accom- 
i  divine  service 

setting  off  on 
:iat    time   none 

Johannesburg 
^r,  and  fearful 
ines  and  com- 
broad. 

3000  patients 
kness,  due  in 
iding  Cronje's 
of  water  after 
i  captured  and 
r  pure  water, 
1  wells  which, 

e  pursued  at 
With  dawn 
ing,   and   the 
Is,    of  rolling 
g   for    Karee 
ove!     In  the 
de  of  goodly 
J  York  regi- 
laughtcr.     It 
I  veterans  in 
3shes,  haver- 
dles  storked 
he  beginning 
]\  later. 


MAJOR-GENERAL  IAN  HAMILTON 
Photo  by  Johnston  &  Hoffmann,  Simla 


The  Great  Advance 

WcpcruT   rdicvod     IWs    M  L  '    ""   "'   '''^'  ''''•'•'"■*-'  "^  war. 

Ki.nbcrley.  A t  tha  he '  S  '  "'"'  '?^  V"  J^'"  '^■'"•'""''^  -t 
Tenth  Division  \.n  e  Gcner.  I  h  nr'"'  "7''?^'^'''i  '''^"  '^•""P'^^ 
clistributcd    division     com     SlJ'^  ^^^^thuen'.i  rc- 

within  wheel.  ^^'^ewnerc.   wheel  was  arrang.d  t..   move 

intended  to\.dvance  w  ih  sS    m^'^  T^  "^'"^="^'^  ^^'^'«''>"«. 

Hugging  the  railway  "in  (S  Hd^  uh."ch  t'heT'"'  ''""'■  P""^^"^'^'' 
sure  to  be  found),  till  |,e  should  lv,v  ?  i  "7  F^'t'ons  were 
Transvaal  and  struck  blow  !1  L  ,  '^'i'''^''  ''^^'  ^''^P'^'''  o^  tlie 
liopes  of  Preside  UK  u  'or  «n  I  ,  '''"''''  '^''''''y  '^"^  ^'"'•"gant 
futility  of  further  cUt:^''  At  the""""'';^"'''  '''  '^  ^"^^-^^  ^'^-' 
line,  a  strong  detachn  e      w^s  to  L      ""  ""'^■' .""  ^'^^  ^'-^'^t  of  the 

of  Dutchmf n  S  il"  ngerS'ther?"  T-f'"V'"r'-'"S  ^"•■^- 
Redvers  Duller  was  to  i  Ivu,^^  i  lu  '  m'"'*'  '^^"■^'^^■•'  «t'".  Sir 
and  if  possible  to^in  I,;:^  ^1^ fel'"  ''  ^^ /-"  Lj.dysmith. 
operations.     Simultaneously,  on       e  w"  '"pr  on  dun  no- the 

was  to  be  attempted  by  a  ^flybg  colun  ,     -  :^  ."/  ^^'l''^'^''^ 

Methuen's  divisions  in  sunnorf  -..Vli  •  '  Hunter's  and 

themselves  in  readiness  to  aC       .  '".  ':"'7''  '''"'^  ^"'^'^^'^  '^^''^ 
should  occasion  ^^.'S'^^^'^-'^^eand  jom  m  the  general  operations 

-on'^^ariolCir^s^ld ':S  ?U  t  ^?^^"''^  -^  Eleventh  Divi- 

wing-the  caval  y  unde  Gene  1  F^  ^^  P°'''^''  ^'''"' '  '^^  '^^^ 
over  the  open  country  while  Y:  .^[^"^^-to  proceed  in  advance 
manded  by  Genend  Hn  H  ?n  "^'^  ''''"^^'  ^'^^^  ''"  ''^^^'''"ce,  com- 
ment throughout  he  B^e  1  un  ^o  perform  a  sweeping  moy-e- 
Ventersburg^  and   Kroon^ tad  '  "o-^    SZe-;  '^"^-  '"   '''''H'''''^' 

grI?:cS:Sij;jiS:3^£j;^!i^^^^-^^  -  '^^^  -na 

r.,««w.V/.../,/,/_FiELD-MARSHAL  LORD   ROBERTS. 

dnrfXTT-TT    «^ 


SEVENTH  DIVISION. 
Lieutenant-General  G.  TucKr  R 

Jid'N^SS^''^^"^-^^""'^'^-^-*^'--'')- 

2nci  Lincoln. 

1st  King's  Own  Scottish  Borderers, 
and  Hants. 
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15th  Brigade  (Major-General  A.  G.  Wavell) 

and  Cheshire. 

1st  East  Lancashire. 

2nd  .South  Wales  Borderers 

2nd  North  Stafford. 

iSth  fi5nd,  7sth  Field  Batteries. 

9th  Company  Royal  Engineers 


li  I 
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NIXTH  DIVISION. 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  H.  E.  Colvili.r. 
(Temporarily  broken  up.) 
,,,  .      ^      3rd  Fkigade 
(Major-General  H.  A.  MacDonald). 
1st  Argyll  and  Sutherland. 
2nd  Seaforth  Highlanders. 
2nd  Royal  Highlanders  (Black  Watch). 

ELEVENTH  DIVISION. 
Lieutenant-General  R.  Poi.e-Carew. 
1st  Brigade  (Major-General  Inigo  R.Jones). 
3rd  Grenadier  Guards, 
rst  Coldstream  Guards, 
and  Coldstream  Guards. 
1st  Scots  Guards. 

.  iSth  Brigade 

(Major-General  T.  E.  Stephenson). 
1st  Essex.  ' 

1st  Yorkshire. 

1st  Welsh.  ' 

3nd  Royal  Warwickshire. 
83'-d,  S4th,  and  85th  Field  Batteries. 

CAVALRY  DIVISION. 

Lieutenant-General  J.  I),  p.  French. 

/n-     J-      I^?'  Brigade 
(Brigadier-General  T.  C.  Porter). 

6th  Dragoon  Guards. 

6th  Dragoons. 

2nd  Dragoons. 

2nd  Brigade 
(Brigadier-General  R.  G.  Broaduood). 

loth  Hussars. 

1 2th  Lancers. 

Household  Cavalry. 

,n  •     J-        3id  Brigade 

(Brigadier-General  J.  R.  P.  Gordon). 
9th  Lancers. 
i6th  Lancers. 
17th  Lancers. 

/vf  •      r^    '*"'  Brigade 
(Major-General  J.  B.  B.  Dickson). 

7th  Dragoon  Guards. 

oth  Hussars. 

14th  Hussars. 

^'    ArSler;.."^'   '''  '^'   ^   ^^""^"^^   ""'"se 


MOUNTED  INFANTRY  DIVISION. 

Lieutenant-General  Ian  Hamilton. 

1st  Brigade  (Major-General  E.  T.  H.  Hutton) 

1st  Corps  (Colonel  E.  A.  H.  Alderson). 
1st  Canadian  Mounted  Rifles 
2nd  Canadian  .Mounted  Rifles. 
Lord  Strathcona's  Corps. 
One  Battalion  Imperial  Mounted  Infantry. 
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2nd  Corps  (Colonel  de  Lisle). 
New  South  Wales  .Mounted  Infantry. 
West  Australian  Mounted  Infantry. 

3rd  Corps  (Colonel  T.  D.  Pilcher). 
Queensland  Mounted  Infantry 
New  Zealand  Mounted  Infantry. 
One  Battalion  Imperial  Mounted  Infantry. 

4th  Corps  (Colonel  Henry), 
Victorian  .Mounted  Infantry 
South  Australian  Mounted  Infantry 
Tasmanian  Mounted  Infantry.        ^ 
One  Battalion  Imperial  Mounted  Infantry. 
2nd  Brigade  (Major-General  Ridley) 

Saf &il7r!rr/ry:'°""'^'^ '"^-'^>'- 

INFANTRY  DIVISION. 
(Temporarily  attached  to  Mounted  Infantry 
Division.)  ' 

Major-General  H.  L.  Smith-Dorrien. 
19th  Brigade  (Colonel  J.  Spens). 
2ncl  Duke  of  Cornwall's  Light  Infantrv 
;"V^''ropshire  Light  Infan^trJ.     '"'''■ 
1st  Gordon  Highlanders. 
Canadian  Regiment. 

/M  •     ^  ^'^'  Brigade 
(Major-General  Bruce  Hamilton). 

1st  Derbyshire. 

1st  Royal  Sussex. 

1st  Cameron  Highlanders. 

City  Imperial  Volunteers. 

EIGHTH  DIVISION, 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  H.  M.  L.  RuNDLE. 
.  '6th  Brigade 

(Major-General  B.  B.  D.  Campbell). 
2nd  Grenadier  Guards. 
2nd  Scots  Guards. 
2nd  East  Yorks. 
1st  Leinster. 

17th  Brigade  (Major-General  J.  E.  Boyes) 
1st  Worcester.  ^    '' 

2nd  Royal  West  Kent, 
tst  South  Stafford. 
2nd  .Manchester. 

Brigade  Division  Royal  Field  Artillery. 
Sth  Company  Royal  Engineers.  ^ 

THIRD  DIVISION. 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  H.  G.  Cjiermstde. 
:2nd  Brigade  (Major-General  R.  E.  Allen) 
2nd  Royal  Irish  Rifles. 

2nd  Northumberland  Fusiliers. 
1st  Koyal  Scots. 
2nd  Berkshire. 
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Mounted  Infantry 


23rd  Brigade  (Major-General  W.  G.  Knox) 

(Composition  not  known  ) 
74th,  77th,  and  79th  Field  Batteries. 

COLONIAL  DIVISION. 

Major-General  Brabant. 
Cape  Mounted  Rifles. 
Kaffrarian  Mounted  Rifles 
Montmorency's  Scouts  (200). 
Brabant's  Horse  (1200). 
Border  Horse. 
Frontier  Mounted  Rifles. 
Queenstown  Volunteers. 
Cape  Garrison  Artillery. 
Two  naval  1 2-pounders. 

SIXTH  DIVISION. 
Lieutenant-General  T.  Kelly-Kenny 
12th  Brigade    (Major-General  Clements) 
2nd  Worcestershire. 
2nd  Bedfordshire. 
2nd  Wiltshire, 
1st  Royal  Irish  Regiment. 

13th  Brigade  (Major-General  C.  E.  Knox) 
2nd  East  Kent. 
Jst  Oxfordshire  Light  Infantry 


1st  West  Riding. 

2nd  Gloucester. 

76th,  8 1  St,  and  82nd  Field  Batteries 

38th  Company  Royal  Engineers 

OTHER  TROOPS  WITH  LOPD 

ROBERTS. 

(Brigades  not  known.) 

"'8'''i"d  Light  Infantry. 
1st  SulTolk. 
Roberts's  Horse. 
Kitchener's  Horse. 

I  th^^Ilt  r"  '^P^""'^'  Veomanry. 
cX   M     ^^  '""P^ial  Yeomanry. 
C.I.y.  Mounted  Infantry.  ^ 

Ceylon  Mounted  Infantfy. 
Lumsden's  Horse. 
Lord  Loch's  Horse. 

^nd''«^h"'^f»f"''u^"'^^7th  Howitzer  Batteries 

:%a'?^i^'BVta/''^'39'M>8th.rd 


30th  of  tTl-I\l!:\\trLt^y  ^\'^-^  --n-nced  on  the 
Ian    Hamikon    from    ThaSu  Vin     m'  """^^"^   ^^  ^^"^'^^ 
by  General  French.     xK^eld  Ma  "^1       ''^    .^   ''"   '^^    "^'^''^ 
for  a  day  or  two  later      When  iJ^diS.'  ^'  ''^'"^'  ^'^  "^^  "^°ve 
other  with  the  precision  of  clockwork      The'h'"V"r""^"^  "^^'^ 
miles   from    Bloemfontein    to    Kr^nlrl/         '"'''■^''  ^"^  ^^^"t^- 
fortnight,  and  may  be  described  a?^n,  '"'''  '^^'^niph'shed    in   a 
Many  glorious  deeds  were  done  .nH     "  ^^T''  ^'°°^'^^^  P'^S^e^s. 
march  must  be  looked  on  as  a  whoir'   T  ^''"•^  '^^^  ''^^'  ^^is 
There  were  at  least  no  decisfve  battles      F     "°'  ^'"^'"^  '"  ^'^'^'I' 
organised  and  magnificent^  clrrieH  I  t   u ""^  ''^P'  "marvellously 
the  pushing-on   sfstem   by^'^'^i^"^.  ^^^^^^^^^^  of 

pressure  from  all  parts      The^nf  ^^  skilfully  devised  military 

now  fighting,  now  ret;eatin'  TT^  "^^^  ^'■'^^"  '"''^"^  P^'^t  to  point 
adjuncts,  btwing  uT&et'Tr.^-''''''-''^^^^^  P^'^P'"^ 
consequence  of  his  sp^tewE  '■''•''^'    ^'   ^   natural 

country,  made  an  almLttViuiilL"'^^      'P':^>'^^  °"'  ^^e''  the 
every  stronghold,  and  capt  "r  n^w/^'^''' .'""'.'"g^  ^he  enemy  from 

^    Brandfo^t,  whither    r'Srh?d''r"'^PjH"^''^ '^>^  ^^^W 
Karree.   was  occupied  by   Lord   Rnh.  f  P""''^!  ^^'^'  '^^  battle  of 
Boers,  under  General  Delarey   vacathf  tl? "  '^^  K  ""/  M^^'  '^e 
the  town  and  retreating  toward  ZfJ^f^  strongholds  south  of 
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lU  f! 


l^KrZSr'"  •"  "-^  '^"  "-■•"  "  ■■=  ^■'»'«''  -  *=  direct  road 

tion,  who  were  holdimr  a  de  f  nh  Jr^-'^'f  "'>'-'^^?  ^^^^e  Behar  Sec- 

mstantly  wounded,  so  also  was  Ver^eant  M^^  '  t°'' 

gallant  troooers   Casp  anri  m-^i,    *u  ^  , "■  ^"'ijor   iviarshani.      Two 

Outnumbered  a^d  that  surrendeV  t"f he  ^  ""''^  ^'^^^  ^"^^J^  "^^^ 
justifiable,   refused  to  desert  their  nffi  /^"-c^mstances   would    be 

do  so.  and  contfnued  va  Lnt  y  o  fife  di/thev^'lh"'''"?'  '''/'"'  ^^ 
dead,  a  sacrifice  to  their  oun  L  Ltrv  N^^  ^hems^elves  dropped 
band  less  remarkable  for  '' grit^'' for  o?.;  of^l?.  ^'n  '^^  u^'\  °^  '^^ 

declared  Xl/rembi  rf°g'hlg1'„%rble?re„1 ''•™^"''^ 
away   under  nressurp  nf  fV,!  ^r*     t  "  "^  ^"^'  s'^P'y  melted 

a  spruit,  known  to  be  a  favourahl  hoTA  """■="  "'°""'ed  guard  over 
natural  consequence  of  this  Sf.f  '"^'^""^S'^  f"'  ''"=  "'"""r-  As  a 
to  resign  the"?  cSortab u  Siniff'""'''"?'  u  "^  "^""^  "^r"^  '""^^ 
to  advance  in  safetV  The  ,s.  Rrf '^'"'"'f  S  ""/,''">'  ""'  '"''"^'l 
covered  the  left  ffank   anJ  Hth^Brtede  0?".!,'''  i"*^"""!'  ',!?."!">"> 

little  surprise   anrcontnVed  1  ^'"^''^  Colonials,  prepared  a 

the  hill  commanding  theTown    that^'^hef  "f  '^'""f'  ^^^  ^"^"^^  °'^ 
cretion  and  shrapnel.  subsid^S'  and    ^  ^^'°".'-' ,^'^^«t^"ed  by  dis- 

plains.  thus  leavfng  'the  coast  clear      Severer"'-  '^'^^  ""'"^^^  ^'^^ 
tured.  among  them^he  com^n^f^^^of^KlrXlL^r^LS 
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s:r^  cap.in  wi,ntv'^p^?[ ---^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ing  a 'i^:;:  of  .i'^^I^X^:;:--^^^  Hutton.  cover- 

the  Vet  River,  and  meihSeared  tt  rai7of^  T^  "P  ^° 

as  happened  to  be  hanging  about   as  far    iF'"'*"  ^^^^  stragglers 
they  bivouacked.     They  were  foIInwS  vT        ^ensgevonden,  where 

the  force,   all   branches^f  w  JchTad   t  "'^'  ^"^  ^^  '^'^  '^'^  ^^ 
heliograph.  "''^  '^"""^   ^^e"   '"   communication  by 

to  b^trb;"th"i:emf  '^^:  zz^r  '^  ^  ^^-^  ^"--'-- 

lery  duel  followed,  in  whkh  the  «!th    ^^^f  <^fd    and  a  fierce  artil- 

exciting  experiences,  and  escaped  as 'bv-^-      ''""■-   '^'^  '^"^ 
Later  on.  two  naval  i2-Dounde£  n   ^\  J      "'"''''^'^  ^'^^out  injury. 

work  till  sunset.  ^  e  Boers  on  tl-'  '^^''  '""^  '^'^''^  ^^'  "'■^'"'" 
obstinacy,  and  onMesS  L  occ' I^^n'''".^"'?''  fighting  with  rare 

attack.  MeanwhiL  ^n  the^lerr  ^  ?'  r"'-""  '"^  ''^'P  '^  ^'^^ 
further  operations  coufd  be  heard  '^Lf -""^  ^^  General  Huttons 
drift  to  the  west,  this  office  encountered  "rf  ""^^^^^^--^^  ^^  find  a 
and  was  greeted  by  a  duet  fro",  a  ho  tH^ 'm  '"""'^  I"  P^^'^'^'^on, 
1  his  presently  develooed  ,W^  V         1  V?''''""  ^"'^  ^  pom-pom. 

and  a'pom-po'mtktrso  p tm'ir^^^^  ^^^'^'s  Ma'xim 

concealed  in   the  bed  of  the  rlv^r     h  ^  P/efntly  the  Boers. 

News  had  come  in  t^the  Chief  Ti;  J  d^^\'°  ^^'  uncomfortable. 

hold  the  Vet  River,  and  was  there  Let  J  >K  ^  """"^^  "^^^"^  ^° 
ment  of  field-?un«:^nd  M  located  with  the  necessary  equio- 

with  Hutton' ^BHgade  o'^^^^^^^  ^"-^/^^^  ""'  -f  ^^-a^y  -  S 
such  daylight  as  remafned  mnv^d  ^'^^/-'"^"y-  taking  advantage  of 
and  on  the  distant  hXhir  "'  '''''?  P.'-^^ently.  across  the  river 

the  activities  of  tl^  Coloniib  "^  To  T'^"  '  •  ^^"^'"^  P"^^  ^-P^'e 
great  and  small,  carryl^  niessale.  nf  r""'''"'^"'^  ^^"^  "^^^^  g^"s. 
other  side  of  the  wa  er    VS?f  °^  '^'"?'."S^  8^^"  horror  to  the 

and  Tasmanians  vvte  grSl  fe?''^' I  '"^  ^^"'^ '^^  ^^"^^'^"« 
and  the  gallant  nZ  y^T.J  ^     ,"^  ^''^"'  ^^^  a^^oss  the  river 

themidst^f  thl  B^e^stt  c^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^'--'  PJ-ged  im^o 

holding,  themselves  paying  dearfv  the  n  ^^  r  ''^PJ^  '^^^  ^^-^^ 
were  afterwards  suDDorted  htT^  P^"'''^^  °^  triumph.     They 

Dutchmen  eventuairw"re  ro'uteTfZT'"  "'-^'^  ^" '^^^-     T^^' 

OW  wounded  in  Celi^lS  ^:^-w^|,--^^  jh^^ 
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the  Hon  M.  Parker  Grenadier  Guards.  General  Hutton's  ooera- 
tions  had  been  ent  rely  successful,  some  forty  Boers  had  been^  put 
out  of  action,  fve  ve  prisoners  and  a  Maxim  were  captured  wUh 
comparatively  small  loss  tothe  entire  force.  The  Bo.r  horde  X 
had  left  us  position  by  the  river,  now  congregated  some  tal  mi le 
off.  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  the  mlin'body  of  tlL  foe  who 
were  falling  back  on  Kroonstadt.  ^  ' 

The  turning  movement  was  declared  to  be  an  admirable  feat 
e..ecuted  admiraWy  by  the  Canadians,  New  South  WaleT  New  S 
land  Rifles,  and  the  Queensland  Mounted  Infantry,  who  ^  dash  and 
daring  were  much  eulogised.  The  first  phase  of  the  general  advance 
was  promising  well.  Lord  Roberts,  according  to  his  plan  had  cleaned 
and  engaged  the  south-eastern  districts  with  such  Kity  that    he 

theTJv^^-""V^''"  ^'X"^  ^'■^"^'^'"S  ^'-"^  ^-  concentrate  LiSnt  of 
he  advancing  force.     On  the  6th  the  British  Army  crossed  the  Ve 

R  ver  and  encamped  at  Smaldeel  Junction,  where  many  of  Ihe 
DutchmeP.,  confessing  themselves  sick  of  the  war.  surrendered  The 
n5  Kr  ?T^  r'  '"  ^^'^'  '^^'^^'  '"  the  direction  of  Zand  River 
Thev  took  c^r  '  r''"'  ''  -as  thought  they  would  make  a  final  stand 
intervals  on  .h.r''^"''  '^  i^""^^^  '^'^  '^^-  ^^^karock.  placed  at 
iSrvman  Th '"f  ''"'  discovered  by  a  Westralian  Mounted 
iniantryman.     The  force  captured  a  Max  m  gun  and  twentv-five 

irr  But  ^fT"^''''  P^"^"""'  '^"  Hamilton^.ad  occupTeS^^'n! 
burg  But  of  his  march  anon.  The  following  days,  the  7th  and 
bth  here  was  a  halt  for  twc  'days.  The  object^  of  h^  iSt  was  o 
enable  the  cavalry  to  return  from  Bloemfomein,  and  take  its  dace 
n  the  original  combined  scheme  of  operations  as  described!  and^a^so 

Un  the  8th,  General  French  with  his  cavalry,  forming  the  left 
wing  of  the  advancing  army,  reached  Smaldeel  h  w"!  doub  fu 
whether  the  Federals  intended  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  Zand 
River,  but  Hutton  to  right  and  Broadwood  to  left  reclnnoi  red  !nd 
|t  was  found  that  both  Delarey  and  Botha,  wi/h  Lrsfx^e^n  guns 
between  them,  were  posted  on  the  north  bank  in  the  direct  lin^e  of 
for^dff  wot""^''  '"'  '"^^'^^^  ''''  ^"^'^^^  ^-°P^  -ight^'prepa^e 

th^^^^T^  now  came  in  that  the  enemy  was  hurrying  back  from 
the  Zand  to  the  Vaal  though  some  of  the  burghers,  thf  Free  State 
ones,  remained  and  del?'-ered  up  rifles  and  horse;  to  the  British 
authorities.  They  had  decided  to  break  with  the  T  an  vaalers  on 
he   border  of  their  territory.     While  the   halt  was  taking  place 

JJiv  ?ion   on  the  3rd    had  garrisoned  Wepener  under  Lord  Castle- 
town   who  was  appointed  Commissioner  for  the  Wepener  distrct 
and  Genera!  Brabant's  Colonial  Division  had  moved  trThaWhu 
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where  it  arrived  on  the  "th      O      I 

riglu  column,  and  concemruted  hi  >i1„rV '-"'i  '*'''«^"»  ''■•">■  ">  his 

of  Welgelege,,,  some  seven  mifa  3' ST";?  "■'''<.■  neiRhbourl.ood 

n,a.h  Of  Gene.,  ,„„  Ha„,n.„  .:>  t;;s';ol/'::„;^;';l«i;-„  J,^^ 

™m  thabanchu  to  w^bur.  an,.  >v.,,g„.,.:.kn 

(GtNEiiAL  Ian  Hamilton) 
9"  the  30th  of  April  General  I  ,n  li  -i 
north  with  a  view  to  making  his  way  o  wln.  '''"  ^"^  '"^"■'^'''"g 
rust  Road.  His  force  consifted  orSvdrv  U.rl'J  ''V^'''  ^'''''^^- 
mounted  infantry,  Smith-Dorrien's  W.  h  '?,"'^''^^  Broadwoods 
commands.  His  progress  was  b"od<ed  bv  nT'""]''  \'"^  ^^''"^■>'« 
driven  northward  from  Thab-mH  ?  ^         ,'''  '^^"'-  ha\ing  been 

himself  firmly  on  l^aba  Mou^^^^^^^^^^^^^  at  bay  and  jintec 

Houtnek.  The  centre  and  left  of  his  n  v'^''  '^^  ™'  '^^^^d. 
pregnable,  therefore  the  right  L  the  uS  1°"  '"""^"^  ''^''"^'^^  '"'- 
attack.  The  mounted  infantrv  mx  L  l^^  P°'"i'  ^""^  ^^^osen  for 
Dorrien.  with  part  of  his  bSe  lolLwId  '  ^'-"^"ghold,  and  Smith- 
pushing  their  way  towards  tit  ^biiZ  '"  ^"PP5>'-t-all  the  troops 
the  foe.  The  Boers,  seeing  he  deSsofTht'V'^'  ^^^'^"^  ^'^  ^^ 
efforts  to  retain  the  hill,  and  continuS  rL^nf  '''''^''  '"^''^  ^^^'^nt 

aid.  rendering  the  task  of  our  XJn  •  '"^^"'^"'^  ^^"^^  to  their 
dangerous.  %t  this  time  the  fitht  ^3  ''"^^P^  '"^'"^  ^"^  '^ore 
and  the  struggle  for  possessloS  ?hn"LT'^^"^"'-'^>'  -'-^"-"^er. 
more  mtense,  Captain  To wseTpnr^  u-  u?^^  P°""  "lo'-e  and 
ofhismenandafewofS4l?sHnr  "'^^'^'^"df «)  with  twelve 
but  in  so  doing  suddenK  fS  t  ir^ '"^^'^^^^^  ^^  S^'"  the  ton 
removed  from  support      Ithis^t^^^^^^^  ^'^  ^'"""^^'ve  ban^i 

Boersapproached^  intend.Wa   o  to    ete  Ih?"';'  ^  ^^''^^  ^^"^^'"^  ^5o 
small  band  of  Scotsmen  and  cam.  ,^vl-       ^  P'""^^^"  occupied  by  the 

without  either  observinr^heT  orie^ni^Sbr'^f  ^^  ^^^^^^ 
no  sooner  were  the  Dutchmen  aware  of^.h^''^^'^  ''>^  '^^"^-     ^ut. 
and  of  their  small  number  aTdtS  apt  e^  °^  ^^e  British, 

promptly  called  on  them  to  surrenTer^^'s"  .^nL^ ''p'""'^:^'^^"  ^'^^>' 
Towse  m  a  voice  of  thunder  nnr? IncV  .^"'^'^^"der .? '  cried  Captain 
fire  !  The  blood  of  Sco^ranVwas  up  fc  '"''^  '^^-^"  '-  open 
obeyed,  and  the  lion-hearted  S  £  ^  ^  command  was  quickly 
their  splendid  officer  charg^^^^^  ^^^  ^'^^'  but  led  by 

the  thick  mass  of  Dutchmen       A     ^  ^  r^  ''^>'°"^t  straight  into 

and  then-flying  heels      tL  v  I       ""^i^'  f  ,  "P''^^'''  of  amazement 
despite   their'  inir  o^numb^rr  rX-^'^'^^^2-^^?  ^^^  «"<^ceeded 

-re  than  li..     5.  sh^a^^r  tK^'^^^^- X^^^ 
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ota^nts:'"^  '^^"^''"^  '-  ^^^^i-^>-  Service  of  one  of  Us  noblest 
hill  "was^'lafn^T  a^f  JpT  "iTJ^o'^r^"^  ^'^  -"-"  of  the 

of  day  had  assumed  lo  threaten  n?  an  Zt  T'l^'^r^''  ^"'^  ^'  ^l^^e 
was  telegraphed  for.  and  the  troo'  we "''"''^  '^^}  General  French 
ground    they  had  sjained   mrl  nr!?  ^  "'"'^^'''^'l  ^^  sleep  on  the 

General  F'i.ch  ar^iv^d  fri  fh!E^^^^  ''''  ^f^-^  'at  dawn 

liantlyt  but  the't'Zps  Ift^^  s^otV^"^'^^  t'^^^^^'y-  -en  bril- 
routuig  him  and  forcing  a  mssa^e^n  T™  ¥'''"S^'  succeeded  in 
General  Hamilton  was'assisS T  n  ^l  "°''^''-  ^"  ^he  operations 
and  the  8th  Hussars  undeColon^elrr^^°°^^  ^''^^'^^  ^^  cavX 
to  harass  the  enemy's  rea^aS  fotfe  fose  gallantry  helped' 
heir  position.  Bruce  Plamiltonrbrlld. Tf  -^^/"^"^"y  ^^  evacuate 
^nt  work.     The  final  stroke  to  the  enemv'  "''^  ^^'°  ^'^  ^^^^I- 

Gordons  and  Canadians  and  Z^l  ^  '  ''?"^  ^^^  effected  by  the 

Infantry.  These  came  ^  ^  r/r^^T  f '^  ^''^P-^'^'- ^igh 
nnging  cheer  launched  themseTve?hnl^n  °[  ^'^^  '^^'  «"d  with  a 
so  bo  dly..  so  dashingly  nS  that  ^  h  "\'^^  ^^.^^chmen's  front-! 
collision  the  Boers"  had  scampered  ll'  1"  ^'".'  ^^  '^^  ^°"^''"& 
charged  into  the  flying  fugitTves'lnd  for  v  n""-'''^  '^^  ^^'^  ""«sar1 
Guns  were  then  galloped  on  th J  I  '^^'^'y  Prisoners  were  "  bagged  " 
sent  after  the  dis^erslSg  hordes  ''^  P°"'^'°"  ^"^  shells^^^re 

W^^^^^^^^^^  wounded.     Among  the 

Major  H.  AlelaSet  zoth  °Husfa;""T°^  "f  ^^'^^'^   ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Surrey  Regiment ;  CaptarBuckfe?nd  R^^^^^^  "^'•^'   ^^^   Eas 

Cheyne   Kitchener's  H^ors^  wtmksl^^^^^  '^^^^  ^^^^     Captain 

^^^X^'B^'^^IT^^^  JHaba  plateau  and 
General  Hamilton's  force  had  been  ince^san.U  fi'^,,^-  J^l^srust,  as 
days.  Lord  Roberts's  plan  in  the  FrS  c "  ,J  ^  "^  ^°'*  ^^^'^  t^" 
plete.  His  proposition  was  to  hold  with  an  !?  """'  "^  "^^'"'y  ^o"^" 
of  the  front  from  left  to  righ  "--from  V  ^"^^3^?'^  ^^'''^e  the  whole 
Springfield,  the  Waterworl^f  Thlh  ^^'?  ^'^'"S<  Krantz  Kraal 
Ladybrand-thus  pSg    h^  jrfeuw  River  Mills,  and 

ance  should  be  pushed  to^the  narrow.  Tf^-^  "Pr?"^  "P-  ^l"  --esist. 
there  continuedf  but  the  sweenin  '  n^f '  '''"'''•  ^^S^trng  here  and 
forward  move  was  being  very  EouS.!?'.  ^''^^1'"'^  '^  ^^e  great 
ments  now  arrived,  and  Ge^ed  ff.1^^  Ltr^^P''^'^^^;.    Reinf^ce- 
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L?""  '^''^''^"^''"  t«  Winburg 

rr/hVLtttfsX;:,^''--,-^^^^  place  as  .he  army  of  .he 

numbers  M  'Roeiofsfo"^^'  "tTI'T  "^  ''™"''  ««-"  in  great 
p.ssaseoir.he.r„ops,  andTpproIchfn^T!?  '^  i^'"-™'-  'o  'he  o„S 
"ig  that  barrier  came  more  Boer  '  £  •  r "''' "'" '» ^'reng.hen- 
was  no  time  .o  be  lost,  so  with  nr^H^'""^.'™™  Brandfort.  There 
w.  h  .wo  squadrons  oi  l^rt SltSl""" t''^  ^'"^"'  Broadwood 
!t/"%l°  ""^  ''«"^'  -dtrew  a  L^fd'^oof'^  '°">  Hussars 

^;reo,Sorw'^r.re\^X^-,r^^^^ 

^rranged  plan  of  campai^^had  failed        ;''™"fi'ed.     Their  neat"? 
of  jommj;  fo     3    ;,^  PjJI'^l'ad  &|  j,  and  realising  the  imposs?bS 

msm^w 

A.p.C.  to  the  late  Genera    Svm.^^^' "^""'^  Guards),  the  kalian; 
unfortunate  officer  w.rSr^^^P"^'  ^^^  mortally  wounHp^^  -rT 

had  .hf~t,^*"r,„t:  Sed^V  -r  -^  Winburg    which 

"The   Boe 

and  a  half  hours  trS^'eas^^^^^^^^^     '^^  "'g^land  BrKde  LVS^S  °'>^^^^^^ 
VOL.  V.  "^*  °"  the  Brandfort  side     c/nnl  I  ^P'""'  ^^° 

97  '-annon  firing  started 
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^^^r^ujr^^^^^^^^^^  Nava,  guns.   Armstrong, 

tl.e  riflc-firing  quite  distinctly  '/bouf'^no'cwT'.h^  n^*^"^*^^-  ^«=  ^'^'^ 
way,  and  anivcd  here,  about^  ,000  of  t £",  wi??. f"'  ^°'"  ^'^'^  '«  g've 
them  w.th  water  and  milk,  &c.,  and  thank  .'.I  r  h  ,  ."""°"-  ^^  ^"PPl'ecl 
not  .ntend  making  a  stand.     Ac  oss      e  Hvt  H     '° ''^«^»''^"'  say  they  did 

Ius[  !r';/^'-^"-' -«^^-«.  transport  me  TorSLTnTn'/'T"^''  'J"  ^^'^' 
Just  as  they  got  through,  the  Boers  ud  on  fhf  17  ^r  '^"'"'^  ^""^  °'"der. 
to  give  way,  and  shells  from  the  B?Ush  cannon  h  ^""dfort  direction  began 
This  went  on  for  about  one  hour,  whe„  a  "r"nS  .m  '"fP^'^.'^'y  ^'"ong  them, 
and  confusion  and  bursting  shells  was  a  sS  ^'ampede  set  in.  and  the  flight 
flight  the  drift  got  iammed  un     nL  ^      "^^^"^ '°  ''e  forgotten.     In  the 

traffic.  Then  ^-y  tore  up^^icre  past^Ho^^"'  'V'"  ^'•'^'  '"'  ^^^'^^^^  '- 
drift.  How  they  all  got  tLoughT  s  la  mv";  '  ^°'  "^''^^^'^  "'  '''^ '°P 
from  the  large  naval  gun  burst  down  at  he  mnr'17„^°  T'"  ^"l:^^"'^'  «  ^f''^" 
and  shook  both  house  and  store.  Tl  e  BrSh  h lli^''^  ^  ^"'"'^^  explosion, 
and  got  some  cannon  up  to  my  camp  (he  Kaffir.' 1,"^  .'"eantime  worked  round 
flying  Boers,  as  my  camp  commS  the  ro^d  fl    V""^  ^'«^"  ^'^^"''"g  'he 

EseTh£.r^"''  -'  --^^^-f-;'^iS^o;°;^^ 

scouts  in  advance.     Quickly  they  were  LsL^Th  ^r"'^'^'"^'  ^^eir 
'nto  the  arms  of  friends      TI^p  W  ^  ^''^^  ^^^^  ^^^-^  ridin^r 

his  house,  and  there,  wkh  the  whke  ninTr"  ""T'^^  ^°  '^^  ^-^^f  o^f 
hand,  he  waved  a  frantic  welcome      Th       •   ''^°""  °^  '^'^  bairns  in 
joy  and  relief  almost  overcame  him      Then  f  if  ^!f  '■'^"'•"^^'  ^"^ 
experiences,   for   the  ColonS^  Dk^ed   th!   1,     ^'^^  '^"^^  P'^^^^"^ 
multitude.     He  said:-  ^^^  ^^^  ^°'^  '°  ^  distinguished 

the;ju"si;:d^  o?rnd^Ve':ffi^erL"cra%^^^  ^^T  -•'''  ---and  tea.  but 

Broadwood.  This  I  did.  and  after  «^!f-^u1'''  '°  ^o  with  him  to  Genera 
thanked  me  and  asked  me  ?or  the  use  o?  £"h^  ^""/V'°  '^'  ■"^^^s,  &c"  he 
staff,  which  I  said  I  would  Jve     As  i  rt^^uJnedrf/T  ^'""'"'^  "^'""'^n  «nd 

.  7^hT,  T.^7  ^°  ""'■     T'^5  was  Colond  the  E  °1  of  AiT'  °"  '°°'  '  ^°""^-^' 
17th  (I2th?)  Lancers,  wounded  in  elbow      He  ff^vln     •  u '^'  '"  •^o'n'nand  of  the 
a  finer  and  more  homely  man  I  have  never  met    Tf  ^.f  "'  ""til.next  day,  and 
insisted  on  helping  to  put  Tommy  to  bed  anS.l.h    ''i'''f'^^'"& '''"^  ^^"nd.  he 
of  lords,  generals.  Ac." and  the  Lffs  of  two  'h  '•  °"^''  '^^  ^"""'^  ^^^  soon  full 
host's  wife)  in  every  way  he  could     T.h     a"^  r "°"''  ^^  ''^^P^d  FJorrie  fthe 
returned  thither.     H^L  gav^e  us  h"  Kirr^eSr  ct t, "  1  ^'--''o^tein.  anV  he 
.T'"f/°  '^^  '^'■™-     About  sundown  TerSl?  ^''^/''''  ^"'^  '"^'sts  on  us 
them  Major  Count  Gleichen.  SmitSorrien   Sfk      ft  ''''^  ""'^^d'  ^"^ong 
Welk""'-  •,)^'"^'°"  ^''"••'^hill  X  was  wilh  ttm      ?r^^°''°"^'''  ^"^  ^  ^^^ 
We  kom  Will  never  be  forgotten  by  us      Fourteen  ih  J  '  T""  "^^  "'g'^'  ^ 
on  the  farm,  camp  fires  for  miles  around     aS  '""^"^l  "J^"  bivouacked 
Brigade  arrived  in  the  distance,  pipes  plavin^      if  •^^"  °?°f  "^  '^^  ^^ghhnd 
so  you  can  picture  to  yourself  the  scene     S..,.   '^'^";'^d/'■k  here  at  6  P.M., 
landers  the  total  army  on  Welkom  was  bSeVn  i^cS)  -    '^"""^"''''^  "'■^'^- 
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house  here  was  in  great  brilliancy      Tb.  ri  •       ,    , 

here  to  BloemfoEtein.''  ''^  ""^^  °"'  «°  ^<=  ^ad  a  direct  wire  tS "the  house 

^^^^^:T^::.:^i^:si  i!-'  'rf  -^-^^^y  '-- 

H.i^hlanders  march  past  his  hou^     'b"^1     "'"  ^''''''  '""i^^'V  o( 
from  spruce,  indeed  the  whole  armv  I.    '^'^Wearance  was  far 
vvearand  tear,  honourable  filth  on  ?^^-f  K^rimed  with  dust  and 
for  which  a  Walt  Wh  tmln-Lrl    '^'""''^'^"'^d  and  sweatin.^  aces 
impelled   to  hug  then     "^^Ij^^^trt'^''"  there-would  h^ve  fS 
£.rnest  Rose  (Royal  Horse  Guarls^f  "[''", ''^"'  ^^'-^'h  of  Capta'n 
previous  fighting."    The  Cobms ft^^^^^^^^  ^f"  -°"nded  i^t  ^ 

When  the  news  was  broughTto  The   f^  ""^  '^^   ^^^'■'-  "^'"'•ated : 
o  clock  at  night  that  Rose  had  rL       r^^"^'^'  '^"^  s'^ff  at  nine 
fearfully  cut  up.     He  wa?  hurt  i       "^  °[  '''"  ^^""ds  they  were  -?n 
the  house  her^  on  the  cither  sfdeVr'"?'^""^^  ^'  th^  ba  k  o 
where  I  now  sit.     The  General  ask/d'^'  ^^°"'   ^°°  r'^'^s  from 

men  ,„  town.     I  found  M."L  cZ;  r,  '^u'"  '""  ^''"  about  ci^ 
n.ght  at  Welkom,  was  Drovos.  ™  "  ^'^"'^''^  '^^°  had  stayed  T 
intelligence  officer."         "^      °"  ""*''^''  ^nd  Lieutenant  Rymand 
At  dawn  on  the  6th  tU^  ,  ' 

the  troops  prepared  cheiS'tin"  t^"''"'-^  ^'^  '"""""-O.  and 
from  the  l,„rdes  whici,  had  Lef "  'LT'  "■'*  l'°"  --"i^ance 
when  the  mam  army  neared  tl!,  P'^f^^™  across  the  drift  li„. 
nowhere  to  be  seen*^^  Tl^e  /^^  °"'*'"=  of 'he  place  tl  ey  were 
fantry  and  the  Hampshit^es  had  ,l„  """  'l^^  ?'h  Mounted  !^ 
their  own  bat"  as  it  were  and  1  T  t  ™^"  P'«<=  of  work  "iff 
wMch  ^""l  °i  ^"y  P"-  orr'estrnce";:  T^"^"'"?  FeXt^is  o 
Tn^o^^r  Hh^l^ktrt  .^i^  i!!*  ^^'--SyXSd^T 
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H^O  ^Jjt;^S;;;^,«'[S£"r'^!?  ^°"'  ^^^  ^"P  -ine,  near  the 

ooking  Winburg,  the  Bo  dererri^d  Lin.'"'!      °"  """""*^  ^^'  'he  poim  over! 

When  half-way  up  the  l.ill  S  y  j.^ed  off  the.v'?'"''""*^  "^''"  °"  ''"^  "-igh  • 

op  and,  meeting  with  no  oppositioTmadf  th.  r  ""^  ""'^  scrambled  to  the 

a    they  were  worth  to  mak!  the  enem^fh  J  "af  t^e  T^"'^^  "^""^^  «^«  ^- 
pied.     This  considerably  hastened  the  rnl™  -  *""  ^^^  strongly  occu- 

commandos  which  had  yet  to  pass^nL""  h?hn,":r'T"'!'  ^"^  '^e  rear^-guard 
round  another  way  behi^  som'ehU  S/3^^,tl'shT''  ''""  °'  '''  ''"^  --' 

ortlt\rn\rsufr;nt:^^"o^^^^^^^^  the  Mayor 

pay  for  such    foodstuffs'  Smiih?  £  P'"^^^^^  P"vate  property  and 
enacted  a  curious  drama.     Wht  the  m^Zf      '^^--PO"   was 
heads  together  and  discussing    he  posSSi.r''"  r"''"^  ^^eir 
hundred  of  his  mercenaries  came  on^M,!       '      °^^^,  ^"^  ^^"^^  five 
bounced  that  he  would  not  surrender     Slf'^"!;  J^^  commandant 
Captain  Balfour  (who  had  offered  t,ersuc°hV^^^'i"^'  ^"^  ^^^^^ 
surrender  their  arms  return  to  thdr  fnrmcf  f'^"  ^''''^''  ^^  should 
h.s  burghers.      Botha   franctTca^lv    inlT  J  ""^  ''^"^ P^'"^  ^o  suborn 
staff  officer,  the  staff  officer  alfrin??''    ?1  ^^^   """^^^    of   the 
The   Boers  pointed  thSrrlfliT'^  ^^""'^''^^  ^'^  flag  of  truer- 
folk    gabbled^    .id   general    turmM  ''°'""",  ^."^^"^^d.  the  town  - 
citizens  whose  .roper^y'so  to  sS' ,  PvT'  h^"      /"    '''^    ^'^   ^- 
hand,  preferred  the  Mayor'^d  scrtion^tl  T    \P^^^     ,°^  ^'^^  ^''^^^ 
warnor,  sweUing  with  indignation  2d  fo?  ^^j'^^^ \X^Jour,  and  that 
bast.c  "braves,"  shook  the  d.^'^f  1      ^'^^'^  ^y  ^'«  ^q^ally  bom- 
galioped  to  the  north  ''  °^  '^^  ^°^"   ^^  their^hoes  alld 

ioin^  ?GeS^lf^S:^^^,-Jed^t|.  town,  where  he  was 

Waterval  towards  Heilbron,  and  SS  therenn  "^^^^  "'^'"'^^'"?  ^^^^ 

The  advatr  ''  ^  ^'^^^"^^  °f^en  ^^^7^°"  ^""^^^^^  ^o  follow 

not  as  a  c^omhuous  m^oveS  but'^'r"/^'^:  ^"-n""]^  °"^  described, 
gress.  the  first  part  of  thTmov.  £■  "^^^'P'^.^'-Jike  form  of  pro! 
second  a  drawing  up  of  the  tT^l^L  ;"?  "■  'P""'^^  °^  advance,  the 
-achine   i.  carrld^from  ^ImTo' pLn^^^  ^'^.^  ^^e'vast 

usually  at  positions  of  strategic  conseTuence  ^^i''"|-PJ^««  being 
away  from   their  first  positions  at  R?^?  ^}^  ^°^'^  ^ad  run 

second  ones  on  the  ZanTthe  vj  ch^nd  ^h'   pj'  ""  '^^  ^^^  '^  ^he 

to  be  purged  of  the  ^^P^^i^^irt:':^^;:^^ 

lOO  ^       "^ 
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'^o::^r^Z''):i'^^^^^^  -l,  end  or  .he 

collected  and  brought  up  The  enen.v'"^-^''^"'''  ^"^  «"PP''^« 
reconnoitred,  and  on  the  othlt  IT  P°'"'°"  ^"  '^^  Zand  was 
Ian  Hamilton  hurryL  to  asst' nth.  ^^"''  ^^'  '^''''^^^'  General 
the  Highland  BngaVbrgT^  ^rXSr;^^^^^^^^^^ 

TOWARDS  THE  ZAND   RIVER   TO   KROONSTADT 

Genly'V^Xr-f  Dlvtio::  Zd'S  ^^-1  Pole-Carew's  and 
(moving  from  Winbu m)  with  n'/v  1  ^'"  j^^S^''^^"'^  Column 
Artillery  guns,  and  four  bri  Jdes  of  .X  I  ^"f  .^^^^^  ^^'^'^'on 
Welgelegen.      The   enemy  ^^^^^^^^^  ^f  concentrated  at 

the  opposite  bank  of  the  Zand  RJvf-     r     ^"  ^'^^^'    "^^  held 
"  was  decided  that  the  arnfy  ^ouW  or  '"  ^°T '  ^"'  nevertheless 
crossing  was  accomplished  on  "he   loth    Ue"'^  ''"''  !^  .^'^-     '^^e 
from  all  his  strong  positions      ArrnS-     *^^  l"^'"^  ^^'"g  routed 
the   r.>....,  the  scheme  forthe  ^enera/^d  '°  ^^e  correspondent  of 
as  follows:  '<A  concentration  of  the  In.     f"'!  ^^^  ^^^"  P^^""ed 
place   at    Kroonstadt.      General     an    H      •.  ^"^"^^""^  ^^«  ^o  take 
brigade  at  Winburg,  was  to  adv. n.^    Hamilton,    after   leaving   a 
Mounted    Infantry.  Voadwood'sSv  ?"  'p'-^X^'  ^^"k  with  his 
Brigade,  vm  Ventersburg      The  j^!"  /  ^"^^^5'   ^"^   the    19th 
was  to  be  made  by  the  ^Eleventh  n-^-^^""^  ^"'^  ^ord  Roberts 
Cavalry  Brigade,   t'he  Lnnecdon   between'  th'^^^  ""^  ^°^^°"'« 
flank   being   kept    by  Genera     TucS^fn-^^-  '^''^^^  ^"^   "ght 
entrusted  to  General  French  with  rh.'  .      'T'"?"'      ^he   left  was 
and  General  Mutton's  Brigade  of  Mounted^         ^"""'^^  ^"^^des 
in  all  probability  would  find  it  n  *  ^  Infantry.     As  the  left 

Mounted  Infant^ry  belonging    oGeS  T  T  ^^^P-n^^ntly.  the 
to  the  main  column  for  sfrefnLg  pu^p^is^"    '^  ^''"'"^  ""^^^^^ 

postedraTeVsTf\,^Jf?,rn"/dTf  ^^H^""^'  ^^  ^^"^  ^o  be 
of  the  Zand,  but  after  somrSot^shlr^  "^k"'"^^  '^'  '^'^  «'de 
they  evacuated  their  main  poS  bvl  "'"^  by  General  Tucker 
culverts  that  lay  in  front  of  the  British  fo^e   "T'  '''"^  "P  ^^'"'^^^ 
a  vigorous  stand  against  the  Mounted  7  r"'^  P'^P^**^^  ^°  "^ake 
centre.     These,  having  debouched  on  rh.^""'^  advancing  in  the 
river  were  promptly  assailed  bv  !•.■"«"<•        ^i^'".-?."  ^^^  "°^''^  of  the 
they  still  pushed  on  towa/ds  the  ^es  ofTh  '^'m^'"'  '°  ^^^  "g^t.  but 
of  Horse  Artillery  tackled  the  reeTon  wh.       '^^  ^^^1  "^^^^  ^^^''^'Y 
The  scene  of  the  fight  wa..HotteTwLi^'^  '^'"'  '^^  ^°^^"^  ^helk 
and  here  numerous  oartie^  ^f   i  •        ?  'armhouses  and  native  kraals 
The  S.H  Mou„.eaK-S£t-;;e;.o.„,^^^ 
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tion  among  the  Boer  ^uns  wh fl      "^^^'J/  and  wrought  devasta- 
sued  now  by  the  4th  MounTin  ^  T"^  ^'^''l'^  '""""'^^  ^^^y,  pur- 
galloped  o/to  cap  teZ  retiring"?'  ^^°'  ^""  °^  excit^mLt. 
ran    almost    into    the    arms    of    sol  ?^'"  p''   ^"^    '"    ^°   do'"& 
ing  from  ambush,  forced  them  b.rT     ^°?.  ?°^'"'-      'T'^^^^'   ^ush- 
fire  from  a  well-d  rected  Max^    nnH  f  "  '^t^''  ""PP°««-     ^^"t  the 
had  captured  a  hill  rndstucrtTitarniH    'J  ^umsden's  Horse,  who 
served  to  rout  the  Dutchmen  and  s^n/.^'"T^  ^^u^^^*- "^'^ 
convoy,  which  unfortunately  by  ^Lt.m'tTjf^^^''  ^^eir  guns  and 
Of  General  Ian  HamSokw  in^h  '^."  ^°'  '^^"^>^  ^^^X- 

an  eye-witness  contributed   to  The  CX"?.t"^'  ^'^  ''"  '••^^' 
account: —  ^normng  fost  an    mter"  '  ;;g 

mid-day  the  Mounted  Infantry,  who  were  a  mT  !'^°"l  '■^^'^'^"'^e.  Abolu 
on   topping   the   ridges    overlookin/?and    R  ^''^  "'^"^'^  ^'^  *'^^  ^oJ""'"* 

enemy  concealed  in  the  dongas  near  th^r^  '^^l'  ''^"^  ""'^^'-  fi-'e  of  the 
the  kopjes  on  our  right.  tR;  "emi^ed  S  a'll  th^  ?'  ''"^  '^^°"^'  ^"^  - 
being  peppered  in  return.     The  veld   h^J  ,•  ^^  ^^ernoon,  peppering  and 

and  they  were  so  tame  that  herds  of  them!.r/^^'r  ^'"^  ^"'^^  andTrtebeest! 
screen  and  the  main  body  This  was  toal^K^^'''^''"  '^^  ^"""'^^^  ^^^^^^'^Y 
and  they  left  their  bivouac  near  thf ,!,  °  k'5  '^°''.'°'"^  "^'^^'-^  of  the  C.\.\., 
let  drive  at  the  buck.  '^^  "^'"  ''°^>''  «bout  a  mile  in  the  rear,  and 

pla^ngTdtl'ndtek"^^^^^^^  Counted  Infantry,  which  were 

that  bullets  were  coming  fn^m^heir  rear  a^  wS    '^f  '°  T^^^'  '^^^  ^'  ^«« 
they  discovered  that  these  bullets  from  therY  ^'"•'"  "L""'"  '■'■°"'-     ^hen 

sent  down  a  message,  the  langSL  of  Jh.vi.  were  intended  for  buck,  they 
would-be  buck  slayers  and  tSnf!Li.  "''.'^^^  ^^'"^'^  parliamentary,  to  the 
More  Boer  commandos  were  seen  to  h-^'"  ''^  '  ^^^^^  "'  '^'  ''"^'^  themselves! 
so  there  seemed  to  be  eTery  prosiict  nf  7'""^  ^"^""^  "^^  ^^^^  ^^"'^'•ds  dusk 
on  the  right  flank.  Up  till  now  I^hIw/-™  V"'^  '^^  "^^*  ^^y.  especiali; 
ndependently,  and  had  marched  north  from^^^^^  been  working  quite 

his  afternoon  we  were  acquainted  whh  X  ^t^^"'^'^"  ?«  ^  %'"&  column,  but 
eft  by  seeing  Lord  Robert's  balloon  in  the  Tir  fho?'.  °^  k  "°'?]''"  '"^'"'^^  °"  o""" 
Lord  Roberts  met  with  but  shVht  r^.^f  ^''?"*  ^'^^*  ""''^s  away.     That 

that  Ian  Hamilton's  column  awfy'on  h?s  Stw'.^  'f  '"°"r'  ^°^  ^^^^^^  ^''t 
him,  and  threatened  the  enemy's  flank  LorH  R  17?^?  ^  ^''^  '"''^^  ^^ead  of 
mg  north  along  the  line  of  rdfway  and  now1h^°,  "',  '^'"'^^  ^""^  ^^^"  "'^'•'^h- 
with  a  view  to  reaching  KroonS't  SgetheT        ^'^  '°'"'""'  ^^'"^  converging 

manyho^r:  °^,:e"Sit^^f  ren'rf;  ^^  ^^^^  ^^ -ggons  for 
moved  out  of  harm's  way!^  The  night  was  ^ff^  5'""  ''■^"'P°«  ^^^  being 
outpost  duty  had  nothing  but  grScoaS  .  "^^^^^^^^ 

waggons  not  having  yet  arrived  At  dlvhr^  if  ^  "'.^'"  '^^™'  ^^'"e  °f  the 
cellent  practice  at  what  lookedTke  a  Boer  W^.  ""'.J^?^  ^°'"«'  '"^d^  ^x- 
the  river  to  the  north.    At  about  ;i>m  the  b^ttl^.^^    slopeof  the  hill  across 
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were  heard  all  along  the  hne      OurZnf "'^  '\  ''"""^  ^'^  ^^^  '  Long  To„Ts ! 

fir  'h%^^"'  ^'^-'  b^^-'e  Robe  S  column  r  '''"  ^^"  °'-  ^^^'^^^  ^'i- 
left,  and  French's  Cavalry  Division  wa/ nnP  I  '  "°w  a  f,^  miles  to  our 
menfoned  above  the  Boei  showed  a  bold  front  to'  f  '''V  ''.^'  ^^'^  "-^^^^''^ 
only.     The  enemy  kept  up  a  steadv  fire  fmn^  ?k  -^^^  Hamilton's  column 

dunng  the  night,  some  Boers  in  the  don  JsTJ  P°j"'°"'  '^'^y  ^^^  ^'^'^"pSd 
distance  of  our  firing  line.  ^°"^^^  ''^^'"«  advanced  to  within  a  short 

they  m:r,SeSeS";ffS^  S  -"-  for  the  enemy,  and 

Kitchener's  Horse,  who  were  hL  n?       a^^I\    ^^'^  '^ey  were  opposed  bv 
by  the  New  Zeala'nders.     On  the  ex      1'  '"k  ^1^  '°  ''^  ''"'""^dly  Sofced 
bo  d,  and  report  says  that  the  serS^nt  maK/  J^.'k''"^.""^  ^'^'^^  v  ry 
bulls-eye  on  a  Boer's  head  at  oSf  fiftLTvL  '  i   f^^"^""  ^°''^  '"ade  a 
had  kept  the  enemy  at  bay  without  the  aid^'f  n     •"*,'""'•     ^"  '^^'^  ^^e  we 
been  finng  at  us  with  common  sTel  and  .il?     ,  T^^^  ^""'  *^°"gh  they  had 
afternoon  four  field-guns  came  tnn,,.       f'^'^^Pnel,  but  to  our  greal  joy  in  the 
koR,-es  and  dongas  w1"h  shrapL       K^r  R '''  '"'  T^^^^^^^  '°  Sge  the 
rather  unpleasant  slunk  out  K;  do^Ss  and 'oVT  5"'!"^  • '"^"^'"^  ^''^"S 
and  twenty  m  an  easterly  direction  and  L^m       ^^  ''°P-'"  '"  S'-o^Ps  of  ten 
back  all  along  the  line,  the  ;th  Mounted  In fl ^  ^'"u^  ''"^'"^  been%rcsse3 
New  Zealanders  were  kft  as  a  rear°guard  and/i^^'  ^'^'^^^''^''^  Horse,  and  the 
SIX  miles.     At  dark  we  followed  them  w  !  "1^'"  ^""^y  '"oved  on  five  or 

and  bivouacked  on  the  otheTside  o^he  dXo^^^  ^^"^  ^'^^•^  """^'-^^^^ 
hL-  ^^  °/i"P'ed  by  the  Boers.  It  was  renon^^  »^^P°K  "°"  *''''^''  ^^^d  been 
bodies  of  fifty  or  sixty  of  the  enem^JJ^f^  ^^^^  ^^^  following  day  the 
and  many  more  on  the  ko^es  on  tL  ^t  so'^h'"/''"  '^^"'^  «'^^^  do"ga  ! 
s'de."  ^'•'^^  °"  ^'^e  right,  so  the  losses  were  not  all  on  ou/ 

colurr/uHnr'tLTa/Ilt^^^^^^^        ^9--'   ^an   Hamilton's 
rst  Royal  Sussev  R.t^     ^         ^^^'""^  Lieutenant  R.  E    Pacret 

East  La'ncaSe  Refc"LT^^^^^^^       ^^Pj'-^'"    ^-"-d   H-d' 

Meanwhile  GenlrT  French  h^^  ""T"^^^  ^^'"^^  ^^^d). 
enemy's  right  flank  and  capture  Ven^  K^'^J""'  ^^^  '^  ^""^  ^he 
had  also  a  brisk  encounte.  wkh  the  Ro  "[?  u'?"°"  ^^  ^^S^^'^' 
of  life,  particularly  among  the  InntkuS  ""  T^^  '"""i^"^  ^"'^^  ^^^^ 
General  Porter,  advanced  towards  a  k?l  t-\'''  ^"§^^^^'  ""^^'• 
the   Inniskillings.     Here     /ev  w^  ^f '  "^^'^^  ^^s  captured  by 

khaki-clad  regiment  said  to  be  th.  ^7^''°'?^^^  by  an  advancing 
which  wasmiSaken  for  Brhish  troons'^^  raised  Afrikander  Horse^ 
nised  they  had  opened  fire  on  the  hHI.^:;"  they  could  be  recog- 
those  holding  it,  that  the  Dragoons  we^^  ZVf  r'^^K'^'^''^^^ 
horses.  leaving  behind  them  fourteen  1  in  /°  ""^^^  ^°''  '^eir 
Guns  and  the  dashing  Canadians  wer^  «. '"•''"^  "^^"^  wounded. 
Porter,  while  Genera!  French  "ontinLd.  "5  «"PPort  of  General 
movement.     The  4th  Brigade  ^8thH  "  ^^''f^^P  ^'«  banking 

deployed  on  the  right  of  the  inem^-  a^T  ^""^  ?/^  ^'■"•?^°"^)  ^-^ 
5       -i  me  enemy,  and  grandly  charge('      ■ 
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by  such  of  the  DuJS'Xo\TstTe,:,7n  ^T''  '"^  ^ 
dismounting  and  firine"   before  thr.7  ^"f^^^'^^^    "  bolting  to  cover, 
The  object  of  the  chafge  wasVe'rS  ''"'V"'^'^,^^   °"^  °^  ^^"ge 
by  a  series  of  tactical  ^evo'uJc^^aZl^:'^^^^^^^^^  by  night.fll. 

resulting  from  the  exigencies  of  tit  K  ?•  "'u '^^'y  impromptu 
had  been  turned,  and  tlie  CavaL  Div  """"'^^  f  "^"^y'«  ^'-^nk 
Graspan.  Unfortunate  y!  the  caTalSsH'°"  ^^t-^^^^^V  ^'^Po^ed  at 
heavy  so.e  .00  slain.  /oundVd^^nl  mistr  ""^^"^"^  "^^^ 

whicJ  nhKg'^'r  H^S  tt  ^TJ^^  ^°'"^  "P  -  ^  ^-1  on 
number  of  the  enemv  Tw.  ffl  ^"^denly  attacked  by  a  large 
Dragoons,  and  Lieutenant  Wil?^'""''  ^"Pf"  "^'^'  ^^  the  6?h 
taken  prisoners,  and  severa^n^n"w"'  '"'  ^"^'^^^'""  ^^''^'  ^^^^ 
the  days  fight.'  Captain  C  rETwonhvTh^n'  '""  ?^^'"^ 
(Carabiniers)  was  killed  Amoncr  .li  ^:,  5  ^  dragoon  Guards 
Guards  (Carabiniers)!:Lieut?nant  R  hT  1?''  T-"  ^  '''^  ^"-^g^^" 
Moncrieff.     TasmanL  SS^In^an";y-t:i;r'^C^  ^^  ^^ 

On  tneeven  ncr  of  the  loH-.  »k^  n  •  •  1  ^^^ajor  C.  Cameron, 
direction  of  Kroonidt  o  ?upied  a  fron^^^  converging  in  the 
which  the  left  centre  (PoTe'Sew^.  nT  f""^  '^^"'^  '"•'^«'  of 
Road.  Ventersburg  S  din<^  had  L  °!^'^'°l^Was  ^t  Ventersburg 
Boers,  or  rather  by^their  mercenarS"  .t'T  •  l^".^  ^^  ^^^  ^^P-«in| 
Boers  here  made  L  show  of  oopos  hion'  ^^^fv"^"^^^'--'  ^ut  thf 
hand,  however,   for  report  said  fC     ?  <^^  "^^'^  ^^''^  "^ar  at 

hours   previously   been  wast int  V  °T\^'^y"  ^^^  ^^t  a  few 

burghers  in  the  d^ricthSerfwhT  ^"^^^reats  on   recalcitrant 

ing.  litont^h^'leT;^„T(Vlrcirc  'I'^^f'^'  ^°  ^^^^  ^'^'' 
while  the  right  centre  (Tucker's  DivJnf'^u^  ^/Y-  7"''  ^^"  ^^ead. 
and  the  right  wine  mamilrnn^^  r  1      "  '"^'^''^'^  ^''§^^tly  in  the  rear 

the  direction  oFLgdleyCdl^lTr';"^  Ti'^'^  [^1^^^  ^"-^•■d^  '" 
over  the  Valshe  River    below  KrAnn.^T  ^'^"'^  ^?^  ^"'^^^  ^  ^"^ 

the  passage  being  oppoS  by  ^ "^/^V J^Vhe ''"'  '"  P^^^"" 
cleverly  managed  and  -n  ^^^c/ ■  ^"^^X-  ^he  manoeuvre  was 
transport  having  go^^^^^  circumstances,  for  the 

been  already  a  da^ithout  food  nf  ^'"^^  •"""  ^"^  '^^''^^^  ^ad 
the  deed  kept  plceS  it  Bnfh  h'"  ^'^''^  ^^'  '^^  ^^•■^'  ^"^ 
swiftly  as  possible,  and  div  ded  each  tnT^  ^"'"  "^^^"^^^^  ^« 
scurrying  to  cret  tL J  K^r         u  towards  a  convenient  drift 

directL"^  taken      Th!  retk  u^^T^  T'^  ^u^  '"^^^^^^  ^^  the 
men  and  -uns    debouchI?f  r  u  '^^t  when    the   foe.   strong  in 

Kroonstad^  tLy  .Te  sa^utS  witf  h'""  •  "'"T^  I"  ^^^  ^^S'°"  ^^ 
y  were  saluted  with  heartiness  by  the  4th  Brigade 
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road  to  the   town  ;    bS^  Generd   Fr    T  'T'^^"''  '°  ^uard  the 

which  tliey  saw  m  ght  outS    hem        .   '"'^"    '"  .""^'P'^    '^^'^^'' 
withdrew.  ^       outflank  them,   whereupon   they  discreetly 

M.-^SL^S&^,  ifr  t^utX':  -1^  '"^  '■"'^'^^•■^^'^'^  ^'^-^' 
of  the  enemy.     Escor  ed  b^  a  .m.  r''''^  communications  in  rea; 

by  Burnh.m  the  American  scoT?"  ^\  "''''^^''■> '  ''^"^  accompanied 
ceeded  as  usual.  uncTer  cover  of  da^kn^^^'J  •'^"^'?  'I^PP^'''^'  he  pro- 
however,  he  came  in  touch  wlth^hn'''  ''''',^'■^'  ^^^  ''■"^-     H^re. 
the  Dutch  patrol  and  Sp  ur      d.em     T?";  fe"'  •^"  ^ ^^^^  ^h^-'S^^ 
scout  and  sappers   aftermnrh  M  l^"     •       ?  ^"""""S^  '^'^  ^^^ort,  he,  the 
in  nullahs.  reSed  the  1  ne  tliroultti'"  "''  ■^'""^'^'^^  ^"^  g'-^P'"^ 
the  explosive  into  the  Sst  o^  tt  Dutc"hm7  '  """'-^  '"^^  '^""^'^ef 
panic  among  them.     He  however  w.c  J^7     '  f-""',"^  considerable 
though  the^airbreadfh   escTpes  and  rlf  ^''?  '"  ^'t  "^"'"  ^'^J^^^' 
accomplished  during  the  snTairhours  Lf  H        •  °/  '^^^  "beaded  pluck 
both  e.xciting  and  soul  stirHn!!      "''  "^  '^'^  "'-^^  '"^'^^  ^  Jo"/tale, 

rand'^'^omT  dSt'':.iLtrilrK"^^  ^^^  ^^^  °f  ^^o-h- 

the  Boers  befo^re  thT  uLauitou^  Fr"f'l^^^"'  ^°""^  ^^^^'-^-d. 
from  the  bow.  The  Dutchmen  hfl?f  ^""^'"^  'P"^  ^^  ^"  ^"^^ 
of  country  between  them  tcrthelu^l"  for"  i'  ^"^  ^  ^"°°^  ^^^ 
towards  Kroonstadt  had  been  made  iff'  ?'  ^^^^\  •'econnaissance 
had  been  seen  the  Xht  h  f  '  ^  ^'^^  ^"''"^  ^^at  though  thev 
Honing  Spru't  they  haf  mekeT   '"'""'P^^,  ^''^'^    Kroonstadt   to 

that  they  would 'Xkfnra;7:£nT'tirth:"R^"'f;  '^'^^^^^ 
w.thm  the  confines  of  the  TransvS  P  -J  o^  ^"^'^^  ^''"^ed 
taken  himself  off  to      ndlev  and  rA     P''^^]^^"^  Steyn  had  already 

with  his  Transvaal  b"£VoorenT^^^^-  ^    ""  ^^"^  ^"P"^^"^ 

The  entry  of  Lord  Roberts  intoPr     '  ^  ^'§^  ^^^'  °"  '^e  Vaal. 
all  the  men,  despite  their  hard  Lsmn^'°°"T^  ^  ^"^  ^P^'^^^^'e- 

tion,  and  wearing  on  tTeiSe.l  ""^u^'  ''"'"^'"  ^P'^"^'^  condi^ 

accomplished-p^ride  in  themll  ^^  °i^?"^','  satisfaction  at  work 
The  procession^was  headed  bv?'  ^'"p  !"  '^''•*  ^^"^•'■^d  Chief, 
were  all  of  them  Colonii  FnL  "^  ^''h"' '  bodyguards,  who 
foreign  attaches  then  "  ooped  ^  tTe  V'T  c""^"  '^^  ''^^  ^"d 
ofthelmperianWan.?  a^talwar   .ndr''  ^.T"*"'"'  ^^"^P^"^ 

one.  and   the  vision  of  fr£^  The  sight  was  a  most  imposing 
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Towards  the  Zand  River 

announced  .ha.  in  future  Lindley,  situated  be^een  ,^'lS.  a^d 


Kroonstadt  on  the  Valsch  River. 

Bethlehem,  would  become  the  seat  of  the  Frpp  Sfnt-^  r^„^ 
and  thither  tied,  knowing  in  his  heart  tL[7h:'cf::rs  or^rJe 
'•oLT''^    """l^T^V    ^^^   Transvaalers,    disgusted    w  th    the 
Orange     men,  had  refused  any  longer  to  fight  in  the  Free  State 
h'Jnd  Th^  themselves  off  to  the  Vaaf  River  ;^hile.   on    he  ofhe; 
hand,  the   Free    Staters,    furious   with  the    Transvaalers     charged 

nXrrcl""TL7r'  '"^T  rr  "-t'-P-"  and  then  lefttSm 
in  the  lurch.     1  he  valiant  Federals  were,  in  fact,  at  loggerheads  and 

EVu"ond*St.'''"^'  °"'^  '°°  "-^^"'  -  Pan-^^anf::;' 

The  troops  halted  at  Kroonstadt  for  ten  days  to  recuoerate  and 

etwherl  '"'°'"'  ""^  "^"•^^™^'"  ''''■  -'-4  °vc«SM:"e 
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was  an  immense 


amount  of  undis 


us 


-  Mafekfng  till  Coi;;^  Sad^'pl^irf ^^^^f^^  ^-'- 
from  The  art  of  making  ba ll-c-?rTwd  °"^^^'  "  ^°  "^^ 
and  the  manufacture  of  ,rnnn?.     i  '^^'^'^  ^^^  of  blank 

communicated  itself  to  a  l!  and  ^^ITl'  "f ''""'  "«'  "eve    slee"  " 

mmfmsmm 

.^r„.t'd°^ifs'adt,t4r  ■•■■  r  ™^'"f  sr  M 

time  came  for  assaulf  to  do  t  e  tht  ^"^^r\^'^"^  ^^^'^ing  wlfen    hf 
And  his  ambition  was  nof  '  '"^.^'^^  ^  ^^^^  and  a  flour  sh" 

-  T^fcLrr;^  r-  andXTeS  g^^d't^'^  ^^''"S  -re 
necessary  to  be  eternallir  ,^,,  u-       ^^  °aiJy  more  severe      n 
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Drawing  by    W.    Hatherell     R  I      r. 

werell.    R.l,.    f„„    material,   supplied   by   Major    F     n     n  ■„■ 
Correspondent  of  the  J/.^,^  /•«/  '    ^^'"'«' 
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brcakinTttttl°on:"tThe"m;.r"'"'  '^  f'"'-'^'""^  ''-^  house- 
women  in  the  women's  laaVers  1  tleV  ^'\^"-^'"^'^^-«  ''"d  the 
the  human  sauna  that  hadTa  led  from  7";;^'"r"''/^'Sabonds. 
a^  ^hr  hint  of  loot  "made  hay'' whiliT  ^'''""^  ''"'^   I^uluwayo, 

t"  cor  n  with  them.  Every  h.„d  1  m'T^  •''''  T  .P"^''^^  ^*'  '''herty 
and  the  ooHce  had  been  forced  tn  h  ^'"^^^'^VW  '^^'^  b^*"'"  '•^q^'ired; 
-s' .tc  an.!  not  of  priya"e  prole"  T  '"'n'^f'  ^"'"^"^^'^^  "'"  the 
Mork!        or  over  six  mnmff^'         ""^  '^'-'"  ^'^^X  ''^^  ^one  their 

fodlcrnereforXreirrgtsTclTnr^o^^  ^"^^^  '^'  ^^"^ 
been  kept  stationary,  and  thus  nrev   n/  f  /    ^-pounder.     They  had 

Tuli  column,  or  invading  Rhod^  ^"a  o'l  j™  T'"^''"'"^  "'th  the 
the  aggressive  commandos  in  the'  sou  h  S  7""t  ^"'^  ""^  "^ 
arrest  had  been  accomplished  bv  nw  i  ^"'',  ^'^'"^  wonderful 
hostilities  were  practiSy  unarm'ed  Tnd'unfn'V?'.  ^^"'"""'"^  ^'^ 
marvel,  therefore,  that  Presides  I^rl,  ^"'^^"ified.  It  was  no 
had  started  their  fell  work  w  ]?  uch  cSl'"'^  '^'^  l^"''^^'-^'  ^^o 
the.r  heads  in  acridity  and  d  sm  "  "v^t^"'^'  ""^  began  to  wag 
ness  of  the  several  commandantTwho  fulf  of'T"'''"'"^  bumptious^- 
aspirations,  had  attemnf^H  thU      u     '     •    °^  buoyant  and  bellicose 

.heir  unduing."  ^TS^  to^^'^ZJ  '"''''t'"'-  '«''  ^^" 
own  people.  "ccome  the  Jaughmg-stock  even  of  their 

his  c?brt;tot;tu';:t:fSl^^^  r^^^  ^-^  -  -nvinced  of 
be  printed  annLing   thrdisfrict  L  tl- ^^^^^  Proclamation  to 

But  he  had  found  it  a  dis  !fr^^  f  ^  ^""^^^  ^^'"'^^a"  Republic, 
loss  of  prestige.  as^Vmtiy  Xs'who  h"^  ^'^  ^'''  "'  "'^h— 
tnck  ••  and  failed.  UntT  rdal  h-%  ^f  "^P^ed  "to  do  the 
siderably  over  loo  tons  of  ammunition  foT"  ^'^  '^P'"^^^  ^•°"- 
and  wounded,  and  had  four  aZc  •  ui  j  ^  °''^''  '°°o  '"en  killed 
pushed.  "*  '''"'  8^""^  '^'^^bled,  yet  nothing  was  accom 

Commandant  Elofif  wac  tU^„  •  n 

pulverise  "B.P/^anf  came  tfhrw'oTi^f^^^^^  ^^"^^  ^- 

by  a  man-a  deserter- who  haviil^^rv.^  ^^  'P'"^'  accompanied 
torate  Regiment,  was  well  acauarn?-^  v^^^^  the  Protec- 

^ons  and%he  mHitaryTust^rTflheT^^^^^^^  ^oT:  °'  ^'^  '°"''^^- 
object  of  the  youthful  commandpn/f«  i  ^  '^°"''^^'  "  ^^s  the 
possible,  for  rumours  of  approach^  reH^^^^^^^  """'!?  "^  ^P^^^''^  '->« 
to  his  machinations  and  sS  his  Zh-f-  ^^  threatened  to  put  an  end 
a  relief  column  had  reached  .nS  ^""^''T^  ''''^'^^'     "^  ^^^^  that 

arid,  waMess,  anrSsfelnT  a^id^  S^^^^ ^ it 
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might   be   cut  off  before  it  could  offer  serious  opposition  to   his 

colle^agr^^^^^^^^^^  as  depressed- as   his 

determining  to  solve  a  nro wt  J  [  •  ^^''"^'■^''  ^°  ^"^  ^  youngster 
defeated  him.  and  herefo^re  a  L  '^'  ^•''  ^  ^°"«'derable  time  had 
plans  for  attack,  the  two  commandan?.^^  '"  '"^^'^  ^^  ^'^^  momentous 
nft  widened  as  affairs  devdoped  Ind  T  -'^?^^y  ^'  °"^-  The 
sequently  passed  between  Ihe  oat  ll  ^  '"  '^""'"^  ^'^'^J^  ^ub- 
use  his  own  words,  "had  been  ^Z'  ■  ^'  ^'^^overed  that  Eloff.  to 
This  Snyman  must  evfdently  hKn"^  '°  'T}'""  "P  ^^-^  V^^^^'' 
-as  he  did  when  the  ooZrty^Stv  n^^  ^u^  determined  to  show 

that  game  "  At  th  !  fjJf  ^  ^  offered— that  "two  could  olav  at 
and/eiw'monste'mig^^^^^^^^^^  trail  of  tSe^een 

laagers,  there  was  no  susDidon  fh  f  I  "  ""'"^.'"S:  about  the  Boer 
the  common  enemylthe  R  '>r<=h  ^^j"  'combined  action  against 
mandant  would  fa7the  younger  o7e""''  ''  "^^'^'  '^^  °'^-  — 

daySrcThS  rentlX'ttr ^^^^^  °.^  ''^  ^^^  ^^e  Sun- 
the  compact.     On  the  e^h  of  m;,v    ^kT'^^^^  ^'''  ^°  ^'^''^  through 

taking  ^lace,   anS  the    adlswe;e;i^•      l^'"l' •""'""  ^ 
shopping,  an  affair  of  some  nTomLr  •    "''^'^"'"S:  their  weekly 
rattle  of  musketry  betraved  fh.T  u- '"'^  P''''^^"  •'"^^d  high,   the 

discovered  that  The  Bote's  had  Tef'""^  was  wrong.  It  wls'then 
Trooper  Franch.  and  wounding  th?eehn°"  '^'>'''"  S""^'^'  billing 
of  the  herd  towards  their  own  ifn.^p'  ^"'^  "'''^''"•?  ^  stamped! 
B.  P.  kept  a  machine  gun  in  X  v.I '  ^^"""^tely  the  ever-wary 
took  place,  but  nevertheless  the  Boei^'  ^""^//^^'P  engagement 
of  the  all  too  precioufcatL      The  'f?"'''       "^  '"  capturin|  some 

^"^Atlat^^ttr-hte^^^  "'  '' 

assault.  It  was  no  yet  dawn^;h?S'  '^^  ^''^\\^^  long-looked-for 
when  an  ominous  crac'klgTw^ke  the'JLT"  if "  '^'"r"'"^  P^"''^'>'- 
where  rosy  tints  of  the  sunrire  wprl  V^  •  ^  ""^""^  ^'"""^  the  east, 
At  once  every  one  was  asi?  ^^^L^T'^'^'l^  f  =^°^  themselves 
sounded,  forms  all  sketchilv  i«irpH  ^^"^"^..^Vgl^  blared  out,  bells 
their  posts.  ""'y  ^""^^^'  ^O'"^  «t,ll  m  pyjamas,  rushed  to 

into'^tt^Ltt'sqtrTolonTBad  ''f  ^^j^^'"^  ^'^  P^-ting 
astuteness,  dedared\hat\L  rea  a"-t"°'^^^  ""''^  his^^natural 
but  from  the  west,  the  corner  wL?^  ""Jj^^u  '^'"^  "°^  ^'^"^  there 
longs.  All  got  their  horses  ^Ltarmfdl  f^^  "^.^'^^  ^-- 
came  to  hand,  and  fled  pr^Zhi'd-^uf  ^n^.f""^'  "^''^  ^'^^tever 

pr.cipicatei;,  out  mto  the  nipping  air  of  the 


osition  to   his 
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rise,  reddening  .he  east  JT^M  11.^^,"^  V"?"*  " 
were  fixed  on  the  west    and  fh^r^  1  ,*  ^"^  colonel's  eyes 

seemed  a  reflection  of  the  sunHse    a  ?r.'"°"f  ^'  ^"/  ^^^^^  ^'  ^^^^ 
surmounted  by  dense  voLsTlri-    t'-eniendous  flaming  mirage 

stentorian  crac^klingcommrnSed  S  velk"f-  ^^^^P"""^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

lamentations  from^he  dTrSn  "of  tL  nalirvi?^^^^^^^ 

no  doubt  about   it,   the  stidf  wnJ  aW      t     .    tillage.     There  was 

design  none  at  that  momm  eld  d^^^^^^^  "^'T^:'  ""^  ^^l'^'-^  - 
auer  them  tlie  Bechuanaland  Rifles  rSa  tnfir7  ""^"^  'J^^.  S^""^' 
the  morning  breeze  came  a  sfrlna;?.  ^^  u  ^  ^'""y  '  ^"^  ^^^^n  on 
cheers-cheers  that  se^a  thri  forhn  "^"T"''^".''-'^"'  "°^  British 
awaited  the  upshof  of  tt  encoun^L      I?  w  f  ^^^  ^"^'^^^'j' 

but  it  was  the  truth !  The  enemv  h.d  .1-1""^?^^^ '°  ^^  ''^^'''^^' 
the  fort  that  was  held  by  cSL  Hn^'"''"^  \P'^y  ^^re  already  in 
not  500  yards  off !  At  this  tie  ^hT  if"?  ^u  ,f ^^^  ^^ey  were 
fell  less  thickly,  those  fron  the  wUtK^^  '^^  ''"""'^  ^'^"^  ^he  east 
this  cross  fire^  the  beSed  rushed  r'^Tu  -^  P""*"  '"'  ^"^  through 
Women,  distracted,  flerSther  and  th?h  ^''''  '"^"[^'  destinations, 
and  gave  orders.     Colunins  of  smoS     ^^ '  "''",'''°'  ^"^  ^^^outed 

thetaleof  conflagration  and  nativesta'db^^^^^^^^      °'  '-P^'"'^-^  ^°^^ 
tore  through  the  streets  '  ^^''^''"g'  panic-stricken, 

The'^fe's'ha^d're'ache'd'theT  fT'      '^'^  ^^^   ^our  had  come 
Kaffirs-  stadr  ?he   cLk  %°1?:^J^-^^^^^  stood  outside  the 

telephoned  to  the  cLnel  .'The  B--  '''"'■'■°""'^''^'  ^"'"'''"^'y 

news  it  was  almost  impossible  to  cred^f  ^'"^Z" '"^"^ong  ^s."     Such 
to  the  telephone.     Th^n  the  sound  of  n".  u^^  -^^^"""^  P"^  ^'^^  ^^' 
of  the  horrible  truth.     The  next  fhfnc       '^  ^°"''  convinced  him 
the  Boers  had  taken  Colonel  H ore  anfl^rf^  "'''''^"  '^^'"^  ^^at 
the  British  were  powerless  to  help  ^hej      T?  T"'^''''''  '"^  '^'^' 
tion  was   immediately  destroyed  w^fh,'  •  ^^^PP^on'^  communica- 
cor.sternation  prevailed      It  wa.  Zf  T'^'P^'^'l'   '^"^  ^  ^'^'^   of 
was  powerless,  as  Shis  smlnfo^r//^^^^^^^  '''""  '^^  ^^^°"^^  "ore 
.•mpossihle  to  guard  the  mrnv  n.nh  f,^^^"^y-^h'-^e  all  told  it  was 
against  such  oLwhe  mlnrnumhe  ^      "•^'/¥'  ^^'-''o^nded   him 
dusk  it  had  been  imDoTsrblTn  .?•  ^•'  P^"''^"'^ 'X  ^s  at  first  in  the 
men  were  foes  or  Sds     '         '^'^^•"^"'sh  whether  the  advancing 

to  thl'tofJatr  to  Xeck  the^Bo  ^°--,-:--  -dly  rushing 
The  prisoners  infhe  kil  we'  fet  I,'''  '"  ?""■  ^'?  '""'^  ^^'-^^''d 
common  duty  small  hnvfl^T  °^^  ^"^  ^'''"^'1  to  join  in  the 

of  anythin;^bren"a^Ti  -fd  i::s;:^7:iz  r^'-^  ""i-^ 

vadersout.     A  singular  cheeriner^tilfd  ;'t  ir^tti^^ 
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d:^1artt^'r'  ^'^'"^  ^^^^  ^^°-  ^°  P-^-^  Marking  or 
Meanwhile  the  dashing  Eloff,  who  so  long  had  boasted  that  he 
would  bring  Mafeking  to  her  knees,  had  at  last  achieved  somethi"^ 
hid  '.''''".  ^^l  ^Z'  r^'  ^"'^^^-  "^  ^"d  his  band  of  7^0  men 
had  advanced  up  the  Molopo.  burnt  the  stadt  as  a  signal  to  his  alHes 
and  thus  made  an  entry.  The  storming  party  was  composed  mo  tly 
of  foreigners,  and  numbered  some  300  all  told.     Many  Sf  them  we  e 

rus'ed  r  Coi:'''l  H  ^^'"  ?'^  '""'T^  ^'•^"^  "^d^^"  Hollow  and 
P  K  /  P?  b?^'  "^'^  ^  ^°"'  ^^'■^  heard  to  be  shouting  "  Fashoda  I 
Fashoda!'  while  such  Boers  as  could  speak  English  were  sent  in 
front  to  roar  "  Hip  hip  hurrah !  Relieved  at  last ! "  so  Ts  o  deceive 
he  besieged  with  the  idea  that  the  relief  column  was  arriving  Be! 
hind  were  500  burghers,  with  Snyman,  in  support;  but  whin  thev 
heard  the  firing  they  discreetly  waited  to  see  the  result,  and  through 
their  discretion   Eloff  eventually  lost  what  he  had  gained      The 

hnrnZ^f'  ""^""'^   ''f'.  ^^'  '^"^"'"^'  ^"^   who   themselves  were 
burning  for  revenge,  had  permitted  some  300  of  the  party  to  seize 
the  outlying  forts    and  then.  With  an  astuteness  pecuHar^to  them 
decided  they  would  get  between  the  Dutchmen  and  their  supports' 

moment  '''"  "^  ^''^  ^^"'""  ^"' ■  ^^'^  ^^  not  done  ^ a 
To  return.  When  the  storming  party  had  reached  the  fort,  thev 
broke  up  into  three.  One  hundred  and  fifty  of  them  attacked  the 
for  and  seized  it.  together  with  the  Colonel  and  twenty-three  men 
of  the  Protectorate  Regiment  who.  mistaking  them  in  ^he  dusHf 
the  early  dawn  for  friends,  had  not  fired.  When  they  found  ou 
their  mistake,  it  was  too  late.  ^ 

Regarding  Colonel  Hore's  lame-uable  position  and  his  surrender 
the  correspondent  of  the  Times,  who  had  the  ill  luck  as  a  man  and 
Int  pTnff  A       ^^/ J°?-"^l'«t  to  get  taken  prisoner,  said  :  "  Command- 
ant Eloff  demanded  the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  twenty-three 
men  who  were  established  at  the  fort,  an  order  which,  had  Colonel 
Hore  refused,  implied  that  every  man  with  him  would   be   shot 
The  exigencies  of  the  situation  had  thus  suddenly  thrown  upon  the 
shoulders  of  this  very  gallant  officer  an  almost  overwhelming  ?espon! 
sib.l.ty.       t  was  impossible  to  withdraw  to  the  town.    Such  a  move- 
ment would  have  meant  retirement  over  700  yards  of  open,  level 
ground  without  a  particle  of  cover,  and  with  a  force  of  300  of  the 
enemy  immediately  in  the  rear.     For  a  moment  Colonel  Hore  had 
considered,  but  realising  that  escape  was  impossible,  that  indeed  the 
Boers  were  all  round  him,  he  ordered  the  surrender,  accepting  the 
responsibility  of  such  an  act  in  the  hope  of  saving  the  lives  of  the 
men  who  were  with  h.m.     But  the  situation  imperltivelv  demand^ 
this  action  m  consequence  of  events  over  which  he  had' no  control. 
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It  was,  perhaps  a  moment  as  pathetic  and  great  as  any  in  his  career 
which,  honourable  a,id  distinguished  as  it  has  been.  Ls  b  L?l U To 
h.m  some  s.x  medal^  The  surrender  was  effected  at  5.25  am  IS 
the  news  of  such  a  catastrophe  did  not  tend  to  relieve  the  gravitv  of 

he  suuafon.  With  the  Boers  in  the  fort  and  in  occupZn  o  'the 
stadt.  It  was  necessary  so  to  arrange  our  operations  that  any  iunct  on 
between  the  stadt  and  the  fort  would  be  impossible.     At  the  same 

ime  we  were  compelled  to  prevent  those  Boers  who  we  e  in  t^e 
stadt  from  cuttmg  their  way  through  to  the  main  body  of  the  enemy 

of  the  dav  t'ile:?  '"'?^  '°"^^'  ^."^  throughout'the  remainZ 
01  the  day  the  skirmishing  in  the  stadt  and  the  repulse  of  the  feints 

1  outnn?''  "^""i  ^''"^^u  ^^^'"^'■^^  •"  ^'«"-^"^  directionslga  n 
the  outposts,  were  altogether  apart  from  the  siege  which  we  were 

conducting  within  our  own  inves.^-ent.     From  thf  town  very  hravy 

rifle  fire  was  directed  upon  the  fort,  which  the  Boers  in  thatCarter 

staHadTe':  ''''"'  '"'  determination.  But  the  positio^in  the 
s  adt  had  become  acute,  since  behind  our  outposts  and  our  inner 
chain  of  forts,  which  are  situated  upon  its  exterior  border  were  a 
roHickmg.  roving  band  of  400  Boers,  who  for  the  time  be  ng  were 
indulging  in  pillage  and  destruction  wherever  it  was  possiW^'^ 

i^or  those  inside  the  fort  the  tension  was  extreme.    Colonel  Hore 
with  Captain  Singleton.  Veterinary  Lieutenant  Dunlop  Sm°th  fifteen 

r.n;'°"'TArr"'^  ""^f^?  ^"^  '"^^  «f  the  Protectorate  Reiirnent 
Captain  Williams  and  three  men  of  the  South  Africa  Poirand 
some  native  servants,  were  packed  in  by  a  crowd  of  the  enemy 
while  a  babel  of  tongues-German.  French.  Italian.  Dutch-S 
a  clamour  that  obfuscated  the  senses.     Many  of  the   Boers  were 
busy  looting,   breaking  open  anything  that  came    o  hand  in  the 
officers  quarters,  notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of  th^ir  allies 
he  foreigners.     Trooper  Hayes,  a  deserter  from  the  ProtectoraTe 

le?S'?°..''''^'"  ^"^""'"^^^  ^"h  the  fortifications   and  had 
led  Eloff  into  the  town,  swaggered  about  in  the  presence  of  the 

c^hr'^His^r'  "'?  '^°'""!,  "?"'^  ^-°^^'  and'hTs^watch  and 
chain        His    desire   to    get   rid    of   as   many   of  the    British   as 

possible  was  shown  by  his  suggestion  that  they  should  stand  on 
the  verandah  as  a  mark  tor  their  own  men  ^hrouih  the  lon^ 
hours  the  prisoners  were  cabined  and  confin.  1  ,n  a  Sry  Lited 
pace.  listening  to  the  progress  of  the  battle  which  still  rlgediut- 
s^e  and  hearmg  the  hail  of  bullets,  hostile  and  friendl-,  vhft  splut- 
tered  and  splintered  around  the  fort.  It  was  a  dreadfuf  dav  of 
suspense  and  agony.  Food  was  handed  in.  but  water,  owinffto'the 
tanks  having  been  perforated  by  bullets,  was  scarce,  and  the  suffer 
ingso,  the  wounded,  both  Britons  and  Boers,  were  h;rrSe  Bravely 
Mr.  Dunlop  Smith  and  his  assistants  responded  to  the  call  of  Eloff 
to  assist  the  wounded  Boers,  and  nobly'they  risked  their  lives  over 
VOL.  v.  „3  ^^ 
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Meanwhile  Badcn-Poweli's  braves  had  surrounded  the  fort  and 
tiic  enemy,  -a  •  .e  skirmisaing  of  a  more  or  less  desperate  kind  wm^ 

tain  M^tSf'and'r'n   '^'"-^''f  surrou.idin^s  by  M.yor  Godley,  Cap- 
tarn  IVlarsh.  and  Capuun  >i:.clarciicc  .vas  ingeniously  accomplished. 


GKNERAL   BaDEN-PoWEL,.,    LoKI,   E.nVAHD   C.XU.,    AND  OTHER    OkK.CEKS     AT  THE 

ENTRANCE  TO  THE,.  '■  DucouT."     (Photo  by  D.  Taylor,  Mafeking.) 

They  had  not  taken  lessons  in  Boer  warfare  for  six  months  for  nothing 
consequently,  mstead  of  mn!  ip.cr  themselves  targets  for  the  foe  the^ 
crept  towards  the  walls,  b  •  :  loopholes  with  their  bayonets  and 
poured  their  fire  on  fhe  i,,  Jers.  These  fought  pluckil  but  pre 
sently  came  the  artiile,-.,  and  directly  the  order  was  given  Tconl 
mence  fire  the  enemy  •   .  ...ht  it  high  time  to  surrender^    Then  can^e 

of  Ebff  Bri.V'^'/^''"  "^'''l  ^°'°"^'  "^'•^  --  ^"'^  ^he  prison  r 
a  tack  dvu  '  ^"d  a'<^"rate  firmg  took  place,  and  so  hot  was  the 
attack  that  many  of  the  Br^.. J    were  wounded  by  their  own  people. 
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The  victorious  Eloff  and  his  oartv  r„t  r.ff  c  l- 
devoid  of  the  assistance  reckoned'  on  f  '^'2'"  ^''  -^"PP^"-'^  ^nd 
his  position  as  conqueror  hgh'unrnvhb"  ""Tt":'  '""  '"""^ 
on,  and  many  of  his  party  struLed^n  .1  L  ^'S^t  was  coming 
but  he  fired  on  thenf  and  TeftXet  Se^H"^  T  ''"^  d^^^'"^  h''",. 
confusion.  Finally,  as  there  was  no  tf  r  °'^'^'  •'?  ^^"^  '^  ^^e 
surrounded  by  Co  onel  Baden  TnJu'  .  ^  ^'''"'..  ^'''^°"t'  Eloff- 
that  could  be  done  in  the  ch-cr^l'  troops-did  the  only  thing 
own  prisoner,    ColoneT  Ho'e       "he  !^^^^^^^  surrendered' to  hi! 

gang,  numbering  xro,  incIuding^Ba  ^de  B%m'o"nt  t'''  ''  '" 
Weissmann,  and  several  field-cornetrL.!  ,"?''''}'  ^aptam  von 
and  marched  into  the  town    to Tp  ?;  tP''^"^  °^  '^'^'''  '''"'^ 

Hall  and  in  the  jail  TE'aLaran.;''"^^  '^^  ^^^^""'^ 
silence  and  a  certain  admSrioKr ^he  dr''  ^"Tf  "^''^  ^°""^°"« 
exuberance  of  the  Kaffirs  was  "nrLi  tf'^'^f!:^^  ^"^'»^^^'  ^ut  the 
They  had  suffered  much  Tt  the  tnd  f'^^  '^^^  ^°°^^^  '"^^i^X- 
this,  their  hour  of  Sph  thev  wn  u''^  '^^'l  tormentors,  and  in 
Boers,  no  were  prisoTeS  lo  were iS  "^^  ^'  ^'"'^^-  ^^  ^^e 
supposed  that  other  corDs^s  ml  h  I'  ^""^  '^  mounded.  It  was 
posed  of  by  the  natives    who  t^h.l       .^^"  '''*"?^^^^  ^^^V  ^"^  dis- 

weaponsha^beenrSdThltrBS^^^^^^^^^     °^  "«-'  ^^-h 
1  he  British  casualties  were  :— 

Regimental    Sergeant-M^or   S    Mall  ^-a U   of  ^tl^P '  .  ^'^''"^    "°^'^'"^^' 
Hazelngg,  Cape  Police;  Smidt,  Tovvn  Guard.  P'-o'^ctorate   Regiment; 

Sergeant- Major  Heale,  in  charsre  of  thf.   n  .  u       • 
esteemed  member  of  the  earrisonw£\niii!       Tu  P'''so"ers,  an 
Maltuschek.  a  few  wordf  St";   b'  £^^^^^  Of  Trooper 

quoted,  as  showine  the  rZZZ\f  ^^JO"-  Bail  he  deserve  to  be 
appears  that  the  fal  antTE  K  T^",'''"^  ^'■"°"  ^e  was.  It 
and  fought  ti  1   he  wi  ki^ed      ?.H?^"^^'>^,  ^^^''"^d  to  surrender, 

and  dasLg  out  and  hav"  your  L"an3  ?fiT.'  °'  '^^'^'"^^  '" 
of  resolution  to  die  sooner  E  .1?  /  ^^^^'  '^  ^^^  ^  ^^se 
wisdom  may  be  questionable  th^T  -^^^  ^T  ^'""^ '  ^^e 
wasn't  taking  any  s^renderA'^f  t""""    ""^^"bted.        He 

seen   the    British   assert   th^";.  '  ^'  ^  ^"^  concerned,   I  have 

now.  but  this  man  in  m;  oZirn'Tr'^h  ?T.  '^^^'^"^'"^  before 
was  the  bravest  man"  w7o  Zgh  '  o'^^^'e  side  "hL"d'  ''"^.^'^ 
a  good  thing  to  be  an  Englishman  Thfl  r  •  '^''^-  ^^  '^ 
quick  and  finish  Quicker      Thtt  j    ^^   foreigners  start  too 
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last  words  is  the  whole  summing  up  of  the  story  of  battle.  In 
Mafekmg  particularly  on  this  terrific  day.  the  British  men-and 
women— had  "  outstayed  the  other  chap." 

The  reason  that  the  loss  after  so  many  hours'  firrhtine  was  com- 
paratively ms.gmficant.  was  owing  to  the  fact  that  tlie  gfrHson  was 
so  splendidly  handled,  and  that  every  soul,  ladies  included    toola 

Crawford    and    Miss   Hill,   the  matron  of  the  hospital,   all  distin- 

Zft^^r'^''^'-^^.  ?"'■  &'^y  ^"'°"^'  -"d  Mrs.  Winter  Ind 
Mrs.  Bradley  were  indefatigable  in  ministering  to  the  wants  of  the 
men.     Lven   the    most    peaceful    beings    became    bellicose   in     he 

accZTorhow  M^  ^rTr''  ---P-dent  gave  an  amusLg 
account  of  how  Mr.  Whales,  the  editor  of  the  Mafekinz  MaU 
who  was  exceedingly  plucky  but  quite  unacquainted  iithmihtay 
matters,  comported  himself  in  the  dire  emergency.  Wh^n  the 
rai  way  workshops  were  manned  Mr.  Whales  |ot  a  gun  to  he  p 
but  every  time  he  discharged  it.  it  hit  him  on^he  nfse.  w°th  he 
result  that  when  all  was  over,  he  returned  to  the  bosom  of  his  family 
covered  with  his  own  blood !  icimiiy 

Of  course  this  was   merely  a   passing  jocosity,   for  the   same 
chromcler  declared  that  "the  most  i^terestl^  phase'of  the  fight  was 
the  manner  in  wh.ch  every  one  in  the  town  showed  himself  ridy  S 
take  his  share  m  its  defence.     The  seven  months'  siege  had  left 
very  few  cowards.     Al    sorts  of  men  who  have  staff  billts  and  do 
not  general  y  man  the  forts  seized  rifles  and  hurried  to  the  railway 
line    the  jail,  and  the  workshops,  resolved  to  die  in  the  last  S 
which  was   the   railway  line,   within   three  hundred  yards  of  the 
market-square  the  enemy  being  only  five  hundred  yards  below  the 
line.       He  further  said    ''  It  is  customary  in  London  rather  to  look 
down  on  town  guards.  Volunteers,  and  ciiizen  soldiers,  but  it  was  bv 
these  that  the  town  was  held  and  Commandant  Eloff  was  beaten" 
btrange  tales  were  told  in  that  eventful  day  of  the  kind  treat- 

hrnrhlr        T^    ""u   ^l  ^'''  '"'''"^^"  ^°'-  ^"  ^^t^ble).  and  tended  like 
brothers,   while  all   the  past  aggravations  endured  at  their  hands 
were  forgotten  or  at  least   ignored.     The  prisoners,   wounded  o 
sound,  were  greeted  almost  affectionately  by  Vhe  town      Such  drink 
as  there  was  was  shared,  and  for  the  time  being,  amid  the  genera 
jubilation,  at  the  close  of  the  melodramatic  epifcdes  of  the^  t 
was  difficult  to  decide  which  were  the  happier,  friend  or  foe      Thu' 
generously  wrote  Mr.  Angus  Hamilton  of  the  enemy:    "  We  v/ho 
had  been  prisoners  and  were  now  free  rejoiced  in  the  liberty  which 
7ZntT-""'^^'^  "''  y^'  ?  ^"'  ^■■'^^"^^  '^  '•^^^••^'"  °"-=^elf  from  feJ^ng 
exZrdln^rO"  J  T""  '^^  ^T  ^'^^^"""-'^  ^^hich  had  attended  thf 
extraordinary  dash  and  gallantry  of  the  men  who  were  now  our 
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Sergeant  Stuart's  account  of  his  experiences  was  curious  On 
the  morn.ng  that  Eloff  entered,  he  hear^d  shooting  at  the  ea^t  e^S 
ot  the  town,  and  spranp-  out  of  hpH   "  cVir.,,^^  ••      ^  ,      .    ° 

his  rifle      When  h?  gof  o™' 1,°/ ^wflameTa'  .hTwesSln^'r:^ 
across  the  open  towards  the  fort      Wh^n  L  .  '    ,       ^" 

400    Boers   looking   over   a   S.'     They   crie?Z"':T  ^ 

JrTnd^dt^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Hre">-Tht"heT'"^^^'^  '°°.^'  ^."^.^^'^'   *^^'-  ^'  Colot 

.fflT"^°!5'"'  '^"'  ^S^"'-  ^'^h  his  customary  ease  eceived  him 
rohav;mineT''Pn'^'  "Come -d  have  dinn'er ;  I  am  ^It  about 
to  have  mme!  Certam  it  is  that  Commandant  Eloff  Caotain  vnn 
Weissmann.  and  Captain  Bremont  were  entertained  at  head^quarte?s 

WITH  COLONEL  MAHON'S  FORCE 

There  were  whispers  in  Bloemfontein,  there  were  whisoers  in 
K.mberley     there    were    whispers   in    Natal.     Secretly  a   scheme 
^o'iTVdief'of  Mafet-''^''  "^^  (c-  .  ...ding  Sh  Div'sfo"  .' 
rbfsLr  fd  L^jf  f  i^  "^^^  ''""S^  o...uised,  and  the  action  was 
to  be  started  so  that  the  movements  of  the  flying  column  formed 
for   the   purpose   should   synchronise    with    Lord^RXrtss  Teat 
advance    on     Pretoria.      The     Imperial     Light    Horse     (Cofone 
Edwards)  whose  laurels  had  grown^^reen  in^he  harsh  nurse  yo 
Ladysmuh    were  brought  over  from  Natal ;   the  Diamond  F  elds 
Horse,  and  the  K.mberley  Light  Horse  (Colonel  King)    who  had 
developed   mto  veterans  to  the  tune  of  the  Kamf^rS   k/i 
were  „.arked  down  for  the  dashing  enterpHs  .     Some  picked  L^n"-!^ 
twenty-five   from  each   of  the  foSr  battalions  of  BarSs  Fusilier 

aSl  Ve"traveT»^'"h  "^^^   ^''''    Royals)-were"Ir  included 
arnong  the      braves     who   were   to  form    oart  of  Mahnn'=    fl,  • 

column,  and  M  Battery  R.H.A.,  under'Majo^r  Jackson  ^"^ 
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'ng  coK.mn  was  to  fly,  but 
;'t    the   same    time     it    be- 
hoved the  expedition  to  be 
^I'screet  in  its  rush,  for  any 
advance  that  could  not  pro- 
vide    convoy,    stores,    and 
niechcal  comfort  for  the  re- 
lief woulu  have  ended  in  a 
showy  demonstration  which 
would  have  been  more  em- 
barrassm^  to  the    besieged 
than    satisfactory.       h   was 
necessary  to  yo  well  laden 
and  thus  keep  together  the 
body   and    soul    of    Mafe- 
'<'ng.     and     the     party     of 
rescuers     were    immovable 
till  General   blunter,  slower 
and  surer   in    his  procuress, 
should  have  a-     need  aion^r 
thp     railway    and    repaired 
the   line.      It  was     Iso   im- 
perative   to    avo!  .,    if  pr    . 
sible,  any  collisiuo 'with 
enemy  till  Mafeking  shou 
be  neared,  and  there  was  a 
chance    of   co-operation    by 
Colonel   Plumer's  and   Col- 
onel Baden- Powell's  men. 

The  organisation  of  the 
transport    was    therefore    a 
very     serious    undertaking, 
one  which  engaged  all  the 
attention  of  Major  Money. 
K.A.  for  over  a  week,  and 
T;''^!^    involved     indescnu- 
able  labour.    Major  Money  s 
qualifications  as  an  organiser 
have     been     described     as 
second     only    to    those    of 
Colonel    Ward     the    "Uni- 
versal   Provide   "  of  Lady, 
smith.      Assisting  also  was 
Captain       Cnhh,^      /Renga! 
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Lancers)  who    had    been    laboriously    en.  agct'    in  transnort    work 
both  HI  Naauwpoort  and  Kiniberley.  tr-uisport    work 

Efforts  to  maintain  secrecy  regarding  the  movement  of  the  force 
were  many,  and  all  connected  with  the  programme  were  vowed  to 
silence  regarding  the  objective  of  the  n^arch  ;  yet' for  all  that  the 
Boers  knew  when  it  had  started,  indeed  tluy  declared  that  a  week 
be  ore  the  event,  the  Mafeking  besiegers  had  heard  of  he  prolect 
and  were  firmly  convmced  of  their  ability  to  cut  off  the  pa  ty  ai 

excite"aJ7tl?L"''-'"  "^"""''^  encamped  at  Dronfield  in  order  to 
RHA  '  "'\.«".-^P";'«"  as  possible,  then  followe<l  M  Battery 
R.H.A.,  under  Major  Jackson,  and  two  "  pom-poms  "  under  Captain 
Robmson  Meanwhile  some  of  the  Imperial  Yeon.u  ry  and  K 
berley   Volunteers  sprayed  out  over   the  region   of  li  ,rk"y   West 

A^D^ont^S'  'l  ""t"  ^°  ''""  '^'  ^^^y^^--  ^h'--  adva..cingLlumn 
At   Dronfield   also  the    transport    work    was    carried    on    fiftv-five 
waggons  bemg  haded  by  Major  Weil  and  Sir   John  Willou^hhv 

^  ^Ti^thforB^'^  ^^'^  '"^?  ''  '^f-ness^r' the'Sat: 
ing    While  the  De  Beers  community,  whose   ardour   in    Imnerial 

into  the  great  scheme.     Twenty  waggons  contained  stores  •  five 

S  MOoTlr'  S"""  "?  '■'■^'  "^'     '°^''<^<'  -■*  the  whe'rew  thai  to 
leed  iioo  men   uid  1200  horses. 

.      At  Barkley  West  was  Colonel  Mahon,  with  Colonel   Rhodes  as 
mtehgence  officer      Major  Baden-Powell,  Scots  Guards  the  brod^e 
of  the  hero  of  Mafeking  ;  Captain  Bell-Smythe,  the  brigade  ma  or 
Pnnce  Alexander  of  Teck,   Sir  John   Willoughby     dforMaurice 
G.fford--thc.  one-armed  soldier  of  Matabele  fame-were^also  aniong 

?ng  rXr '"'  "'°^^  ''  '^'-''-^  "  --  -  -^^g^  '•'  ^he  e"S 
r.„f  '^^^,  e^'"*""  slowly  moved  out  oa  a  nine  miles'  march  to  Grcef- 
put..  wh.ch   was    so  to  speak,  the  official  starting-point-a    .  and 

pr  ofToS'on?^'"^  °^^'^  '"''''^''  '"^"  °^^'-'^->'  -^  '-he 
Fron  the  latter  pla.e  to  Spitzkop,  a  distance  of  nineteen  miles 
the  column  moved  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  May  .Uou; 
m.d^day  the  troop,  had  intended  to  Advance,  but  a  runlT'of  Boer 
in  the  distance  arrested  their  progress.  On  the  east  ten  miles  off 
could  be  heard  the  knocking  Sf  general  Humerrgu  s  a  "d  sonfe 
Bo-.nsh  ret<  ts.  and  somewhere,  in  kopjes  in  the  vicinity,  vs.  re  rebels 
or  Dutchmen-at  least  so  it  was  said,  but  after  a  brisk  search  the 
\^^.y^  -P^'  '''^''  r'  '""^  --^h  proceeded,  through  t 
called  Warwi^rli'^'ci  "''='■  'i^^^^'-^^hjng  western  plains  to  a^  place 
called  Warwick  s  Store,  and  from  thencr.  after  a  halt  for  refresh- 
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ArmV'be'LaSfhfriJrr'  "nr  ".'•  ,"-'y-«ve  mile. 

been  cut  dow^to^fJ:ralS'^:S  ture'^'xr^^  ^t'  ''' 

v/as  not  sumptuous.     A  crreit  de^I  of  v  l  !    u '''"  ^  ■'""^ance 

be  sustained  on  i  lb  of  m'eu   ilb  of  hi      "/  ''"'^  ^^^^■""^s^  had  to 

iney  were  now  some  miles  to  west  of   raiincr«      Th\a        • 
R«fi       J  ^  ,,       column   was   on    the   move   earlier   than    mnnl 
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visible.     They  were  ensconced  somewhere   with  intpnf  tr.  r.^ 

It  was  certain,  but  Colonel  Mahon  determlnec    if  nSl-   ^^        ^ 

imbrog  b  t  1  the  finish     At  m  tU^   "^'^™'n«c'.  "  possible,  to  avoid 

calle/Dry  Harts  ^iSing^Vir^w^TeXd  7  nof„°"  Z  tfc 
was  httle  rest,  for  on  this  day  twenty-eight  mile  w^re  cover  dte„ 
miles  bemg  marched  in  the  cool  of  the  evening.  At  9  pm  under 
the  blinking  stars  they  outspanned  at  a  place  cald  Brussels  F^rm 

eighTmileTbefrfAi.'' xtrJor  up  Z\7  Wl""'-''  '^'^^ 

at  noon,  -rched  Lother  [hirntileranVS 

tea-time  at  the  desired  and  welcome  haven  of  rest.    The  Ttores  were 

rLT'^TSr^'v'   k"^  ''■'"^"•■^  ^^"^'■^'■^^  -^•-^  purchased  at  h^avy 
TnL  ?VM       T^^  "^^'^  '^'^'^^^  ^'^^  some  show  of  enthusiasm 
In  the  httle  white  town  margined   with   aromatic,   emera Id-S 
pepper  trees  banners  waved  and  Union  Jacks  flut  e  ed   and  PasseS^ 

th^emT  "poTluck^" 't'^  ^'f  "^^"  ^^''^^•^  ^^"  kini  whoTnTed 
!n  f^«     •  P?;-'"7'       Some  of  a  commando  that  had  been  lurking 
in  the  vicinity  of  Pudimoe  now  trickled  in  and  surrendered     othe? 
members  of  the  Dutch  conspiracy  turned  inforn  er  whiL  the  C 
British  subjects,  who  had  declined  to  rebel  to  order  of  the  Boers 
poured  out  their  experiences.     One  of  them  declared    hat  during 
the  Boer  reign  in  the  town  British  ladies  who  had  remained  tle| 
were  not  permitted  to  walk  on  the  causeway,  a  regulation  that    n 
the  Transvaal  had  previously  been  confined  to  Kaffirs       In  other 
respects,  beyond  despoiling  the  police  camp  and  the  former  Bechulna 
'^"^.^^s'^5"'^/'  the  Boers  had  done  little  harm  ^^chuana- 

A  leaf  from  the  d.ary  of  a  member  of  the  Scots  Fusiliers  describes 
this  halt  in  a  town  which  was  somewhat  Janus-faced  in  its  lyalty  -^ 
''9(/i  ^^'^f •— I  awoke  much  refreshed  by  my  good  night's  rest      ■;  ^o  am 

three  pretty  maidens!     '  We^  rneverf  what  Sn^'thtyTan'^ "  O^^^^ 
you,  as  they  gracefully  throw 'us  some  loavef  of  lovdywhTe  bead   and  with 
he  most  charmmg  of  smiles  welcome  us  to  Vryburg      '  Bravo  'mvhn 

"should'h''  ''  '"'  'f"  '°^  ""y  ""-"th  apparel  rdiristlywhi^icerT'^  a  S"^ 
Wh.t  in  '7  ^^""^^d  y°";  12  noon.-So  the  Boers  have  fled  from  VrybuS'- 
What  an  mfernal  pack  of  cowards,  and  no  mistake!  All  the  beUerlr  u!-' 
ar  h  '  T?M  v''k  '°°"'^/'  our  journey's  .nd.  2  P.M.-We  cont  nue  he 
Tr  .rrfi.  ;k  u^^"'^-  o"^"  enthusiastic  crowd  of  supposed  loyalists  greet 
}^nJ  f^i.  ""''^  ''^^"^-  Somehow  their  welcome  is  not  at  all  anpreciSed 
Most  of  them  are  Dutch,  and.  ronsideWn-  the  Ro»r-  h-,- C-        ^^       T 

us"  in  7:Jr  T  "^ ''' '°  '1^  "^'^^  ^^y^'^y  ^^^^e:s^:^z 

us  in  so  short  a  time.     7  P.M.-On  outpost ;  an  exceedingly  cold  night!'' 
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But  whatever  the  sentiments  of  the  people,  there  was  decent  food 
and  a  brief  chance  of  comfortably  partaking  of  it,  and  there  was  a 
sigh  when  the  enjoyable  time  came  to  an  end,  and  Vryburg,  with  its 
apology  for  civilisation,  its  costly  meals  and  inferior  cigars,  so  highly 
appreciated  in  those  days  of  sparse  comfort,  had  to  be  left  behind, 
farewell  drinks— beer,  gin  and  lime-juice,  green  chartreuse,  tea- 
were  disposed  of,  and  then  from  five  till  midnight  the  steady  march 
onwards  was  pursued.    The  conditions  of  the  march,  if  nothing  worse 
were  uncomfortable.     No  man  dared  betray  his  presence  with  the 
whiff  of  a  cigar  ;  and  after  the  sun-scorchings  of  the  baking  African 
j'  ill     ^^^'■'^'^'"g'  chill  air  of  the  moonlit  veldt  nipped  the  bones 
and  filled  the  frame  with  aguish  apprehensions.     So  cold  were  the 
nights  that  some  declared  they  had  to  sleep  walking  up  and  down 
to  save  themselves  from  being  frozen.     Still,  through  it  all,  every 
member  of  the  gallant  band  remembered  the  glorious  object  of  his 
mission,  and,  when  inclined  to  growl,  packed  away  personal  irrita- 
tions and  meditated  on  the  number  of  hours  which  would  elapse 
before  London  would  be  ringing  with  the  news  of  the  great  relief 
hvery  soul  of  this  goodly  company  was  swelling  with  pride  and 
satisfaction  at  having  the  good  luck  to  be  among  those  chosen  for 
the  spirited  exploit,  and  it  was  this  pride,  this  almost  heroic  afflatus, 
which  served  to  cast  into  insignificance  the  thousand  and  one  incon-^ 
yeniences,  trying  to  constitution  and  to  temper,  which  were  involved 
m    this   momentous    if    fatiguing   march.      It    is   true,    bullet   and 
shell  were  as  yet  only  in  the  near  future,  but  the  aggravations  of 
these,  as  all  men  agreed,  were  not  to  be  compared  with  the  sustained 
Iret  of  marching  under  unrelenting  sunshine,  sleeping  in  violent 
chills,    eating   irresponsive    biscuit,    tackling    "bully"   without    the 
assistance  of  a  hatchet  as  a  mincer ;  and  enduring  through  all  a 
parching  thirst,  a  perpetual  craving  for  water,  which,  when  found, 
bred  a  loathly  suspicion  of  the  imps  of  enteric  and  dysentery  that 
might  lurk  therein.     As  Mr.  Stuart  of  the  Moj-ning  Post  declared  : 
"To   go   through   ten    or   a   dozen    of  our  days  uncomplainingly 
was  a  higher  test  of  manhood  than  to  fight,   howsoever  gallantly. 
io   stand    to    arms   an    hour    before    sunrise,    possibly   to    march 
for  hours  without  a  cup  of  coffee  in  the  empty  stomach,  possibly 
to  do  patrol  or  picket  as  soon  as  the  outspan  place  was  selected 
to  return  barely  in  time  for  a  wad  of  stringy  beef  and  some  chunks 
ot   biscuit,  to  march  again  across  the  sand   or  over  lumpy  grass 
so  tired   that  at  every  halt  they  lay  at  their  horses'  feet  dozing 
till  the  unwelcome  'Stand  to   your  horses'  was  called,   to   go  to 
bed  without  fire,  without  the  last  sleepy  pipe :  that  was  often  what 
Mahon  s  men  called  a  day." 

It  is  well  to  emphasise  what  may  be  called  the  greys  and  drabs 
and  neutral  tints  that  go  to  the  making  up  of  a  complete  picture 
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to  make   up   this    background  — inhnitesimal    atons   in   the    frreir 
mach.nery,  whose  names  and  histories  are  enveloped  in  the^vas 
dust  bosom  of  the  veldt,  yet  who.  unknown  and  u^^^ut    have  con 

o  the  Empire"' it  "'"'  '^^  "f^^  ^^^  ''muckle^' Llonginc: 
to  the  Empire.  1  he  ruminations  of  a  soldier,  who  rolled  un  in 
his  overcoat,  was  struggling  to  sleep,  shows  the  pathetic  sid.  oFthe 
brilliant  undertaking  :  -  Horses  and  mules  are  dropJng  down  from 
sheer  exhaustion    unfit  for  further  service.     They^are^l^ft  on  th^ 

veldt  a  prey  to  the  hungry  vultures I  shudder  as  I    nwardlv 

apply  the  case  to  myself,  how  perhaps  in  years  to  come  when  of 
no  more  use  to  my  country,  I  am  left,  like  those  poor  c  eat^eT  to 
the  mercy  of  an  ungrateful  world,  or,  worse  still,  thrown  as  a  DLDer 
into  some  home  of  destitution."  ^"rown  as  a  pauper 

On  the  I  ith  they  were  early  astir  in  the  dewy  air  of  the  mornincr 

moving  across  open  country  to  Majana  Mabili' which ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

miles^  till  i;.''".  ""^  '■°'"  '^''i^^^'^"  ^^'^'  '^''  °"  ^"d  on  for  eleven 
veldt'  Th^  •  K?  ^^^^"  '°  '^'"'"'^''  ^"^  "^«°"  '^  Jight  the  open 
W.L  •'  "'^  '  Z^-   'f?'"'  ^'  ^  'P^'  k"°^"  ^s  the  "Hill  withou" 

Water,    a  name  sufficiently  inhospitable  and  repellent. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the    12th   was  spent   in  marchino-    with 
short  periods  for  rest,   from  Jacobspan  to  Setlagoli,  the  la«er  cart 
o   the  way  over  infomous  roads,  drifts,  and  stretches  of  sand  ledged 
with  limestone  and  other  impediments  disastrous  to  cattle  and   to 
the  tempers  of  their  owners.     However,  the  reception  In  Set^beoH 
compensated  for  many  discomforts,  for  at  the  hotel,  th^prSS 
of  which  was  a  Scotsman,  there  was  fat  fare  and  "a  true  Scots 
welcome,    which  in  other  words  means  that  the  company  regaled 
themselves  at  the  expense  of  mine  host,  who  refused  to  accept  an v 
equivalent  for  h.s  hospitality  !     During  the  day  some  sad  scenes  had 
occurred,  scenes  so  pathetic  that  they  touched  the  hearts  of  the  rank 
and  file  in  the  pursuance  of  their  duiy.     One  of  them  saW   "Some 
Dutch  farmers  who  had  been  brought  in  by  our  scouts  as  suspecTs 
were  followed  by  their  wives  and  children.  ^  Undoubtedly  tKoo; 

wZd^h'  ll"^'''/'^''  ''^'"'  examination  by  the  chief  officer  ^Y 
would  be  allowed  to  return  with  them.     As  it  was.  however  we  had 

to^  rVi^'^"'  "^^''T''  ^'^^  "«'  ^ho  unfortunately  cL  'ed  theni 
to  be  handed  over  to  the  guard  as  prisoners.     The  women  In  their 

X~  ,'  T^;-'^  "'  '^^'"^  '^^^'  ^'^'^bands  about  to  be  separated  from 
th..u.  lushed  m  amongst  us.  fiung  their  arms  around  their  necks  and 
refused  to  leave  them.     The  scene  that  followed  was  a  p"dful  one 
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and  not  until  the  convoy  had  gone  some  distance  on  its  way  did 
their  heart-rending  cries  cease  to  be  heard." 

On  Sunday  the  13th  of  May  the  plot  began  to  thicken.     Colonel 
Mahon.   as   we  are  aware,  had    been    reserving  himself,  knowing 
that  the  nearer  he  came  to  his  destination,  the  more  certain  was 
he  of  repeated  tussles  with   the  enemy.     Native  scouts  now  in- 
formed him  the  Dutchmen  were  assembling  at  Maribogo.  haneina 
round  Kraaipan  Siding,  and  lurking  in  their  hundreds  in  the  frown't 
mg  kopjes  that  fringed  the  nek  near  Koodoo's  Rand.     Precautions 
were   taken,    and    all    remembered    the    Mafeking   besiegers    had 
bragged  of  their  intention  to  cut  off  the  party  at  Koodoo's  Rand 
i  he   Light    Horse,   in  very  extended  columns  of  squadrons,  pro- 
vided   the   advance   and  the  scouts,   and  l  ,e   transport  moved  in 
f^ve  parallel  columns.     Nothing  as  yet  was  seen  of  the  Boers,  and 
the  troops  reached  a  point  nine  miles  off,  called  Brodie's  Farm,  in 
safety.     Here  they  watered  their  horses,  and  rested  till  the  earlv 
afternoon.     Here  they  were  joined  by  an  officer  who  had  ridden 
1  Tu      u"     Pl""ie«-s  force,  which,  acting  on  information  received, 
had  by  then  reached  Canea.     Three  questions  were  forwarded  from 
Colonel  Plumer.     First,   he  wished  to  know  the  number  of  Colonel 
Mahon  s  men  ;  second,  his  guns  ;  third,  the  amount  of  his  supplies 
It  became  necessary  to  concoct  a  reply  which  should  defeat  the 
curiosity  of  the  Boers,  and  to  that  end  Colonel   Mahon  and  Colonel 
Rhodes  put  their  astute  heads  together,  with  the  result  that  for  the 
number  of  men  they  answered.  The  Naval  and  Military  Club  multi- 
phed  by  ten  (94  Piccadilly).     The  number  of  guns  was  described  as 
The  number  of  brothers  tn  the  IVard  family  (six)  ;  and  the  amount  of 
supplies  was  represented  by  The  CO.,  gth  Lancers  (Small,  Little). 
It  was  now  decided  that  both  Colonels-the  relieving  officers-should 
join  hands  at  Jan  Massibi's,  Colonel  Mahon's  plan  being  to  make  a 
detour  to  the  north-west  of  his  route  and  thus  surprise  the  enemy 
who  imagined  he  would  come  straight  by  way  of  Wright's  Farm 

Now  came  a  critical  moment.  The  column  moved  out  from 
Brodies  Farm  in  the  afternoon,  and  had  scarcely  started  before 
they  became  aware  that  Boers  were  slinking  everywhere,  behind 
trees,  in  the  scrub,  in  the  dried  grass  of  the  veldt.  Thev  had 
been  so  admirably  concealed  that  the  Imperial  Light  Horse  scouts 
had  ridden  beyond  them.  Now,  however,  when  they  began  to  bLnze 
away  with  rifles  from  the  scrub,  the  scouts  turned  upon  them 
caught  them  in  the  rear,  while  in  front  they  were  greeted  with  such 
warm  volleys  that  they  made  for  their  horses,  which  had  been  deftly 
hidden  in  the  bush.  Others  of  their  number  strove  to  get  a  chance 
ot  enhhiding  the  convoy,  which  was  promptly  diverted  from  its 
course  to  the  left,  while  the  guns  galloped  to  the  rescue,  and  took 
up  a   position  that  commanded   the   open   ground   to   the   right 
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and  here  blazed  away,  pouring  cascades  of  shrapnel  whenever  the 
smoke  from    the    Dutchmen's   Mausers  gave  them  a  clue  to    the 
whereabouts  of  the  hostile  weapons,  and  a  chance  to  put  in  some 
execution.      Meanwhile,    the    Boers  were    firing   fast   and   furious 
at  the  gunners,  and  awaiting  reinforcements  which  were  spurring 
across    the    far    distance.      The    Imperial   Light    Horse,   dashing 
as    ever,    were    pouring   volleys    into   the    enemy,   and    sweepino- 
them   towards   the    British     12-pounders,   and    there  was    a   good 
half-hour's  brisk  interchange  of  aggressions,  much  of  the  fighting 
Demg  done  on  foot  and  at  fairly  close  quarters.     The  pom-poms 
also  rapped  out  a  warning  tune,  and  the  smart  Light  Horse,  now 
ndmg,  now  dismounted,  hunted  the  foe  across  the  ochreous  grass  of 
the  veldt,  keeping  him  perpetually  on  the  run,  or  "  winging  "  him 
so  that  he  could  run  no  more.     Meanwhile  Colonel   King,  on  the 
right  rear  with  his  Kimberley  men,  assisted  in  tlie  fight,  and  finally 
after  much  volleying  and  sniping  the  Dutchmen  took  themselves  off. 
But  the  brilliant  skirmish  was  not  without  its  penalties,  for  twenty- 
one  men  were  wounded,  while  six — including  a  native  driver  who 
had  been  knocked  from  his  waggon  in  the  course  of  the  fray— were 
killed.     Major  Mullins  of  the  Light  Horse  was  seriously  injured  in 
the  spine,  an  unlucky  incident,  following,  as  it  did,  on  the  loss  to  the 
gallant  regiment  of  Major  Wools  Sampson  and   Major  Doveton. 
Corporal  Davis  of  A  Squadron  was  hit,  but  managed  even  after- 
wards to  do  considerable  damage  among  the  Boers.     Mr.   Hands, 
the  correspondent  of  the  Daily  Mail,  sustained  a  compound  fracture 
of  the  thigh,  and  Major  Baden-Powell  narrowly  escaped,  so  narrowly, 
indeed,  that   his  watch  was  stopped  and  a  whistle  twisted  in  his 
pocket  by  the    force  of  the  bullet.     Captain   Mullins,    Kimberley 
Mounted  Corps,  was  also  injured. 

After  their  exhilarating  and  successful  conflict  it  was  decided 
that  the  force  should  bivouac  where  they  were,  the  country  to  the 
north  having  been  scouted  and  reported  free  of  the  enemy.  It  was 
said  also  to  be  devoid  of  water.  No  water  could  be  found,  and  food 
was  scanty,  but  the  troops  after  their  satisfactory  rout  of  the  Boers 
went  to  sleep  in  the  moonlight  full,  if  of  nothing  else,  of  contentment ! 

With  the  passage  of  every  hour  precautions  became  more  neces- 
sary, for  the  Boers  might  now  be  expected  to  crop  up  from  any 
quarter.  At  6  a.m.  the  troops  started,  the  men  riding  six  yards 
apart  from  each  other,  for  Buck  Reef  Farm,  a  distance  of  five 
miles.  A  drift  had  to  be  negotiated,  and  water  from  the  bed  of  the 
River  Maretsani  was  dug  up,  and,  richly  yellow  though  it  was, 
enjoyed.  It  was  necessary  to  make  the  most  of  this  refreshing  if 
suspicious  draught,  for  now  the  march  onwards  promised  to  be 
almost  entirely  waterless,  with  the  enemy  possibly  mounting  guard 
over  any  pools  which  might  present  themselves. 
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hfll  1.     -^K  ^^  '°"^.  '^"^^  afternoon  they  trailed   upwards  over  a 

h.ll  for  eight  Icng  miles,  and  then  on.  for  another  eighrpIoSn^ 

he  sand  and  weanly  craving  for  water.     Man  and  befst  we  e  un  ed 

forrl  f„  ,7  ,  "'■'""^''  '°  "«=«  Colonel  Plumer  and  his  smaU 
wh  ch  sh3  out^lJ  S."r  "•>'^""8-Pl''«  -i*  celerity  and  L'^y 
be.     e^rjoX^^^^^^^ 

him  I     Thr^        J  ,      .    ^"*^  ^"'■^  enough  there  they  found 

him!  1  he  day  dawned,  the  morning  briahtened  and  in  fh^ 
d^tance.  hght-a  glow  of  fires-was  seen.  Cwee^  the  reHevers 
^he  s^of/''''7"'  ^  "^''^"  ''^^''  ^"d  nearer  still  a  river      Here 

a'4  y'  deli^tX'  %T  ""  ^^h^.^-^^'  ^y^^  them  suspiciousTy 
hS  aeligntedly.     They  were  Plutner's  scouts,  and  the  iov  nf 

the  encounter  amply  compensated   for  the  pains  of  all  who  Lh 

S^ble'critio;  "aS  T  ''''■  '-"'y-Srmrsera^ble^mnes"  ' 
aT  tl:  d  s  omt™set  i  ide'  TheT  "'  *1,"'«!;'  »'''',  '°'So«er,. 
brink  like  wild  ^^l^^iS^^S.^^  "he"  me^'tT 
wUh^inSATrS"'  '""^''  *^  '"^'°'  gHtteLrSre'S 
Buck    Rerf  'r^  '^  "T"^  't'  ''"'<=  *^  <^ol™"  was  movine  from 

aS  Xrs  wh?!,r/Lee?«";i:;i n'."^-  h^S  ^^^IT^'^y 
by  a  battery  of  Canadian  Artillery,  under  M^-^;  "HuToran'oSe:; 
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whose  delicate  French  accent  gave  a  refining  touch  to  the  British 
tongue),  and  some  200  Queenslanders.     How  Colonel  Plur^ef  came 

s"cribeT"hr  V"'  "'"f '^  f\''^'°"  ^°  ^'^  troo^i  muS  beTe! 
pTeld  Force  ^j;;;  k'  .'•^'"^•^bered  that  a  force  called  the  Rhodesian 
romm.nT  f  ","'?'b^'''"&  ^°"ie  5000  men  and  7000  horses,  under  the 
command  of    L.eutenant-General    Sir    Frederick    Carrington    was 

froSThe  sour"^;  T'""'' ''''  contingency  of  an  attack  on^Rhode^^ 
from  the  south,  and  to  avert  any  plan  on  the  part  of  the  Boers  to 


MAP  Showing  the  Route  for  the  Rei..ep  of  Mafek.ng  from  the  North. 

migrate  or  escape  to  the  north      It  was  composed  mainly  of  Colonial 
troops,  and  placed  m  charge  of  a  general  whose  unequalkd  exoe  i 
ence  of  the  country  through  which  he  was  travelling  and  ffeTtinJ 
made  h.m  unusually  valuable.     Besides  Colonials  wfre  some  i  ol 
Yeomanry,   a  company  of   the  Lancashire    Belfast  Jn/nk- 
and  Lord  Dunraven's  Sharpshooters.  ^^^^^t  and    Dublms, 

While   Sir    Fr^rjpt-iH'    Tarr-'-.-r--  -  /- 

that  rnl^noipf  "'"  .-'V    «^arnxigiun  was  at  Capetown  he,  knowing 
that  Colonel  Plumers  force  was  weak  in  artillery,  devised  a  schemf 
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were  eo  be  conveyed  ^ytS  cti;eT'.o'".t"RC:lrc^^^^^^^ 
were   ransferred  to  the  stage-coaches  and  the  mules  were  hitched  to 

app^Sng  ope.2ions  "''""''>'  "  ^""'P  *"  "ffi^-  f"^  "'<= 

:„/'''T'''"!'y  •'"=  "Salisbury  to  Bulawayo"  resources  were  ,„il 

ioth ''oVALil1„"llo"";''='M""''  r°  ?™^'^ft  MaZdellas  o„"he 
30tn  ot  April,  followed  on  May  the  1st  and  2nd  bv  others   ™l,:,h 

^sii'^e^nr^.t^l-Ts^^^^^^^^^^ 

chronal  achievement  can  sci^rcelfb:  ta^ineA  "°"  '"^"'°"=  ^^"- 
cordll    '"T'"^  °^  'r?'"^'  ^1^'"'"  =>"<)  Colonel  Plumer  was  most 

cSy  :irni3  ^^int^c  -  eTcrni-f^rS 

nteH;r"l  '"  ^^  P"""  °''  F'='  ^"^"y  =>"<!  ">"gh  and^smart    men 

Hetr  hrsK;°id1rtre'':s  •"'■  if  '■""  °'  -^-" 

ivsi.iue.iey  ^lae,  were  warriors  old  ana  tried— Colonel 
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Scrl^i^^i;^:iH--^  in  Udysn,Uh  ; 

Uivies  and  dashing  Colonel  E^ar^J^/";ii"t^^'^''''  '.  ^'''j"''  ^^'" 
P'oneer  ;  and  ll,e  ever-jov  al  Dr  nl,  '  P°P"'^'^^''^oncl  Khodcs  the 
were  Prince  Alcxandei  o  Tcck  a  v^uth*?V'''  ^^'S^^^^^s..  There 
the  Hon.  Maurice  GiCl  a  sdd I,  t  .""'r''^"  ^^  ""^  '  ^^^yo*" 
Heli-Snnthe.    the   en.r^l    br^^d'n^l^^  ^^'P'''" 

chivalrous  and  hard«         n  of-  mark  '  '"''"^^   '""'"'■'  ''" 

On  the  Khodesi  jg  were  ntlU.-  „       i 

manhood.      There    u..     first    the     'f''",'^  specimens  of  British 

meditative  .  „,an  wh;  wk  L  dispky  "hil^  r "  .^^[^'^y^^^' 
along  the  border-side  from  T.  i;  ,  '^P'^^y  J^-^"^  skirmished  his  way 
eternal  suspense  anfso  p?rDetu-^!lv?''T''^'i  '^,"^P'"^  '^^  ^^^^'  ''" 
to  gain  breathing  time  Kn 'e,  r  Jt?^ -'^  *''"'  ^'^^^  "^^'^^  ""able 
Next  came  Colonel  Wh  tc  Z  wf.^'i'' 'T'^'"-^  ""  Mafeking. 
adventuro..  spirit  of  the  firs     orde.n       '"'''••  ''^  ^odesia ;  an 

most  of  his  comrades,  a  chip  of  the  ';l1^."^^^^        '^'''-  ^^'^'  ^'^^^ 
the  material  of  the  L^ht  BnVade      T         '"''  ^■^'^'  '^''''  '""'•"''^hed 
a  seasoned  and  notable  fifht^r    ;!..-'  ^"^'^  ^°'°"^'  Spreckley. 
exploit,   and   Colonel   Bodfe  of  thi  BrS'^^"^ /"  ^^^^^  '^'^  '^^^ 
tower  of  strength,  with  vast  exneLnr       c   u°'"'  ^^'''^  ^'^''^e,  a 
the    Transvaair  akd    the    necessarv     '.r'''^  the  western  frontier  of 
practical  school-without  wh  ch  the  hatdT'''    7  ^^''^''^■^^'^^    '"    ^ 
Boers  was  impossible.     There  were  MaiorS^^  1°^^  ''"f  '^'^  ^'^^  '^'^ 
indefatigable   officer;    LieuteLTirH.Zl    k"?'  ^"^^h^'-^'^'Hant  and 
buoyant,  a  typical  Briish  soldier    and  if  ■   ^"^^c''    ^'"^'^yed.   and 
as  Mettus  Curtius  and  acu  e  rs'a  wea 'T  ^"1.^'"'^^^"^^^^^  ^^^'^"^ 
been  successful  in  worming  himself  Tntofer     ''  ''.^'^'  ^^°  ^^^^ 

Colonel  Mahon's  force  had  hein?      ^r''^'"^  ^"^  ""^  ^g^in ! 
two  miles  a  day  over   sandv   trn^b  ^''^'^^  ^' ^'^^ ''^^^  «<■  ^^ 
skirmishing  by  tL  way.       ^J  we.^  b^^n  "'^''"^^^^   ^^^^««'    '^-^ 
weary,  but  jovial  beyond  measure      In  ^h^.      ''  -^'^  ^""-baked  and 
ighted  and  goodly  fare  roasted  [he  fl     I     ?  ^^^"'"^^  camp-fires  were 
handy  to  appease  the  appette  of  H.1        ^^^^ptured  oxen  coming  in 
grand  nighfof  rest  and  plentv  and  .h  '''"^"''"'  ^'L"""""''^-     ^'  ''^'  ^ 
accomplilhed,  and  of  plansThtch  orom7rw''  '^^  ''^^"^^^  ^^^^-^^ 
the  enemy.     A   spirit   of  J.      \?-^^''  ^"^  ^"^  '"  triumph  over 
tingling  w^th  thelow  of  anSotZr^uT^f'     ^"   ^''^^   were 
?n  unique  company-an   inter  British  n.-^"'?^'\'  ^'''''''-     ^'  ^^s 
mteresting  in  its  heLocreneous  rl^      :       °"^'  S''''"^'  ^"^  ^astlv 
perhaps   die   most   Sus   .n/     r     u*:'"^''"-    ^he  Bushmen  were 
Brotherhood.     Every   one    ''|"h    ''"^^^^h.ng   type   of   the    Imperial 
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The  Transvaal  War 

would  share  their  lust  chunk  of  "  bully "  with  any  one  who  was 
sufferm.?  rom  a  vacuum,  and  had  the  ''nous  "  to  Lage  for  th^m- 
selves  and  find  the.r  way  about  in  the  veldt  in  a  manner'tharexcUed 
as  much  admiration  as  surprise.     They  could  ride  too      Thev  sat  a 

as  It  were  by  mstmct.  Pull  to  overflowing  with  loyaltv  thev 
talked  of  home  and  Queen  as  though  they  had  been  born^^n  he 
steps  of  Buckmgham  Palace.  They  were  democratic  vUhal.  Their 
loyalty  was  to  the  supe  the  estimable,  and  the  Queen  o  them 
was  the  sample  of  the  ideal  womanhood.'holding  th^nrenskved^^^^^ 
the  power  that  .s  the  firmest  of  all  powers-the  h"air-line  of  respect 
of  theVeirr  \^7'-;"^«^^"f  ;'-"d  to  the  sheep-pen  in  the  heart 
ot  the  xeldt      At  last  dawned  the  memorable  i6th-the  ever-to-be- 

dmW^^^rd'  """i"S  "'""  ^'^^^'■f ''"^'  ^"^^  ^   ''"'^  white    lothes- 

bank  ^of  tht'  ^7  '''  ^  ''""  '"  ^'^  .^'^'^"'^*^•     ^"  ^l°"g  the  north 
bank  of      e  Molopo  for  nme  miles  had  marched  the  two  columns 

S.t"the  SeZ?  f/'^-'t  >-?'""^\  f°"-ved  by  Colonel  EdwTrds 
and   the    Second    Brigade,   till  at  last,  in  the  far  grey  plain,  the 

and^o  mn?h  n'Vr^  ^•""  "^^  ^"•^j^'^'  ^^  ^°  mud/pJrse^ut  on 
and  so  much  British  anxiety,  came  in  sight. 

Then  all  were  prepared  for  the  worst  or  for  the  best      Thev 

"e'rlndT^  '""''f  ^'T^^^^'^^  '"''''  ^-"Sh^^  fromlhe  cS 
X;  H.hZ  •  •/  S'"  ''-^1  enemy  made  his  last,  his  expiring 
ettort.     He  began  to  blaze  with  his  ritles  on  the  extreme  left   and 

Ho  T  h^  '"  '°  •''"f  ,:'■"  :'""^>'  '■""'^""^  -«"^y-    Off  wen   the  Ligh 
Horse  buoyant  and  brisk  towards  the  north,  followed  by  Colone 

K.ng  and  his  redoubtable  "  Kimburlians."  who  started  to  frustrate 
any  attempt  at  a  rear  attack.  But  this  attempt  not  be  nl  made  he 
joined  rorces  with  the  Light  Horse,  with  Aom  were  RI  Batte  y 
and  the  pom-poms,  ^^ctiici^ 

Meanwhile  ti.e  Boers  in  front  began  to  ply  their  euns  "  for  ill 

of't^.e"n";r  I'-  f-''""^  'Y''  ^'^'^^^  ^°  -  t'o  enfiShe  rg? 
of  the  British    thinking  on  that  flank  to  make  a  more  favou-able 

ZJ"'";-,  ^"J  '"  '^'^'•^  '"•■""^^  ^°"^^  Dutchn..n  were  collated, Ir^ 
of  M  Battirl  \-r^  ^T^^i  ^l  !'^^  ^■■^'^^  ^^'^^  -"d  a  section 
feldt  with  Si'^R  ^r^"  the  right  Colonel  Plumers  Maxim-Norden- 
feldt  with  the  Battery  of  the  Canadians  did  excellent  execution. 
Two  squadrons  of  Rhodesians  advanced  from  the  south  across 
dirtanc'e"""  ^°'''   ••^'"^°'-^^'^^"t«  which   hovered   in   the 

The  Boers  now  made  an  effort  to  attack  the  convoy,  which  had 
cXneriv  f  '"  1'".'^'!  '  'r  '^^rf  the  Dutchmen  hJd  the  astu  e 

to  wort  nn^'^"  'a  1'i  ^"''•.  J^'''  ''^''''  P'-^'^Ptly  set  his  guns 
to  work,  and  pounded  them  with  such  precision  and  warmth  that 
they  were  glad  enough  to  fall  back  on  their  main  body.     Then  the 
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Canadians  assailed  them  and  Int^r  r^.,*  •  ivt 
MaxinwXordenfeldt  sfSc'eS't  f  big X"r  ^ITTo'V  ."''  '^'^ 
the  action  of  the  artillery  that  abmu  °  ,^f  rL  n  ^^'''"''*'  ^^'^^ 
ginning  to  show  signs  of  removal  m""  '-"i.^e  Boers  were  be- 
a.id  the  Kimberley^troopswerrnnd!  ''''";' nf  '''"  ^'^^ht  Horse 
o'clock  the  besiesrers  were  on  tZ     ^     i  "^  ^""^"^^y  ^"'  ^"^   by  four 

Cing  for  a  m^Srtvo  the  tl"e  ^nTthrv''"^^-'"""^"^^  '''' 
On  the  right  fighting  still  Ihalr."  ?  vanishing  mto  space! 
to  hold  their  ground  tIeCanadnf-  °"'  ^'^^rT'">'  ^"-ying  hard 
then.  fro.  a  position  ^:^^M:iS;i^Z:T:!':i^^^^^'^ 
There  was  some  tough  work  herp    .nr  ■,    Vr^J^"'^^  House. 

3600  yards   north   of  the   Lu^p   ..        '"'^'?''>'  ^^  ^^"^"-y  ^om 
Canadians.      Finally   the   Fusl'''''      -  '^\ ''''^''''^^'   ^^  the 

fixed    bayonets,   and'  a  rush"!  d'ro^r'.ss'lec?^^''"'^  -    Y'^ 
position,  and  the  door  to  Ar-.r  i  ■  assailed   the  enemy's    ast 

the  remnant  of  thriToerhord^^^       was  opened  !     Off  scrambled 
and  many  other  th^.g   gratefd  ^  ^'^^"^  ammunition 

For  flif.  fi^^f  *•„     ■*:  "^^'"'  ^^  tne  hearts  of  the  conaueror-? 

the  wTy  of^t  s'lVheriv^;/"""^'  '^^r^^i^'^^  ^^^-'^  - 
circling'round  MafekinJ  wSa  w-r^''-  P^'"""^^'  '^^^  '^'-^^  ^een 
force.  They  found  insta^  a  fL.  M  ^"^t"^^  <"?••  ^"  exhausted 
reserved  itself,  and  camf^th  fS^^^ru^  nn'^'^V^^''''^'^^^  ^^■"'•'>'  ^"^ 
been  concentrating  its  Tne^c^  es  to  'iv^' k  ^  "  '''"'"  =,  ^1  '^?'"'^^  ^'^^^  h^d 
cared  for.     The  whole  roSew...^  '  ''',"'"'^'  ^^bting  as  they 

at  dusk  the  column  ouLTnTed  ft  wT^^r?"'  °[  ^^^'•«'  ^"^  ^hen 
Without  warning.  ColS  Mall^.n  ^""l  "  ^'"'"^J^^"'-  ^'^  ^^^«- 
take  advantage  of  the  Ton  gh  T^^  ^f^^"'  f^^'termining  to 

time  he  was  wendine  his  wivlnlZu.  !  ?'''^.'  '"  ""  ^'^''y  short 

o'clock  on  the  mornlro   Se  °^^[tis  n^i'"^^       destination.     At  four 

The  losses  were  manv   for  /l!!  1  ,    •    "T  ""'''"  accomplished! 
lasted,  was  fiercTand  susSined     andfe  '^T^  ^'^^  ^'^°"  ^'•^-  '^ 
2000.  while  the  British  CO  nn,.::  .''^''  ^""""^  ""nibered  some 

were  over  sl^xty^^[:7andw^^^^^^^^  ^5oo.     There 

ro„£rsrk!SeVt!S,S 

West  Surrey  Regimcnt-Maior  W    A  p    i      '"^ ''■'^''^ '''"""^^^^ :  2nd  Royal 

L'^"jenant  John  Alexander  Forbes  sLln  Rm^l  h"  ^''°^.?f' ^"  Regiment- 
N.  M.  Gray,  severe.  Kimberley  Mounted  CnrnT  r''^  .^'"^I'lery-Lieutenant 
Imperial  Light  Horsc-Lieutena'nfVTerCanSrittsHg^^^^     ^'^'^^'  ^''S'^*- 

Gallant  young  Harland  was  generally  refrretff.,1      H    1    j     , 
the  place  of  Captain  Maclaren  vvLn  f  Iv  ?  /ffi^  "^  '""^  ^'''''^" 

attempt  to  rescue  Mafekh,rorZ        .         I"  Tl '^^""'^^^ '"  th 

first-rate  talents,  both  as  Sdi."  '"di'tt'th J"h'  f'f'^'''^  ''''' 
Imnselfthe  title  of  <' Baden-PoweliJhe  Second"  '^  '"'""^  ^^'^ 


:( 


The  Transvaal  War 

The  foIlowi„tj  table  describes  the  forces  en^^^aged  in  the  Rehef- 

Colonel  Plumer'sForcTrhoH^p  "'='^''"^'l?'=>"d  Rifles-, 500  men. 
COLONEL    Ma.ion's    FnTm:   £T[jmv       '^'''"'"^°'^  ^^""^i^"    Artillery. 

ON   THE   WESTERN    PRONT,ER-T„E    INVASION   OF   THE 
rRANbVAAI.   r/^  CHRISTIANA. 
At  the  same  time,  on   (he  Western   Frr.mi„,    ..«■  • 
gressing  in  accord  with  I  or,l  RnKw     .         •    ;  """"^  '^^'^  P">- 

passage   of   th"    Vaal    Rivlr'  .,  h'"",'  °l'n'«'"""  l'«  effected  the 

Lisffction  .o''Vee\"'lt'*U^Uis- '  sSTe'^-.u  iasT"  „?d-  '"'^ 
fransvai    territorv    and   th-.r  tl.«  ,    •         r    1  ^  exploding  ni 

was   spreading  d^Va^allon't  '.nd'^id:'  '"tC  li""'   ?  ^'^ '' 

Brigade  encounterfd  ^^o  Ld  morr''^l  ^"  ^'^^  ^th  Barton's 
north  of  Rooidan.  TirOutclTr  '^ '.inv"^ V'"^', '""  "'^^ 
extending  over  four  miles  bi.t  VTom  ^V  ^  ^'Y'  •'"''S^'y  P°«'^'o" 

routed  time  after  tim^.ndwth  rnn'-'T''"  ^'i'^f^  K"PJ"^  ^"^^^  ^^--^ 
cent  dash  of  the  tro^oV  who  rl? 7''''  '^m'  ^'''''  ^^  ^'^^  "^^^"''fi- 
splendid  energy  rd'  d^Sr  'te'"^  "^^^  ^^f^^^-"  :i"other\ith 
Meyrick  espellly  disthgSed  tLXs^Xir"!'''  ''''"!l 
coolness   under   fire  being   remarkable      TN  T'^'-e    and 

the  enemy  at  very  ch  s?  quTrters  h..  l^'  ^""^  """'^^  ""§^^''^^^ 
General  Hunter  havin  tnWl  fk'  n^  .'^''^''^'^  ^'^^"^  ^o*"  "^'les. 
some  eight     ouVs'   du  Stin^        •  ^  P''^^^'"^."-  ^^er  a  contest  of 

under  G^enlrd  I'get'r'w^rS^n  '^"'^  ""^  ^'^^   ^"'^'^'^  ^-- 

enejyS::g  t^r^h^iiu^^^^^      .::;^t;;  j^rr- ''- 

of  the  eft  bank  of  the  Vial  f,-  » ,^  •      ''"H  ery  m  the  direction 

of  the  approach  of  t  Sfaliir  Sr^'t"!?  fef^J,^     At  siglu 

Fourteen    Strean„-C  ConVpan.Vl^rL^  I^ulihfr^ndol 
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Ihe  river  y.;as  low.  and  theE.  g.ne^rrset  lo  .  T  "^  ^''^'  "-^^P^ 
pontoon  bridge  for  heavy  tnffir    >r,,\V  ,    ,  ''""^^  ^"^  construct  a 

and  make  it  fit  for  imTediaTe  use  "         ""'"''  ''^''  "'''  railway  bridge 

MacMahon.  Ja  RoyjI^^^^l^^J^^rn^s,  and  Ca?tai„ 
^-4thofM:y':i:Z:tZl:^^^^^^^  ^r^^  was  reached   on   the 

excellent  wo'ri.  as  ^zz^  ,:;:^:::}'^>^'  ^'^  ^^-^--y  ^^ 

to  show  :_'•  We  were  most  of  the  tin,/     ^u'^fP^  y^^"^^"  ^''^'"ves 
'"orning  were   up  before   !   I  ^  "'tk"  ^/^-'^'^^^^'  and  every 

campat  Warrenton  we  crosVd' k^  v"  in-  """'^   ''''>'   ^'^   ^eft   fhe 
bridge   was   blown  up       Tlev    t.l        ^'''"''  ''^'^'^  ^^e  railway 

I. think,  is  -Endef of''r\f':^^^^^^  Hart  (B^artJ^^ 

with  us,  and  some  other  bri  r,de    oLd  1  ^'^"^'  °^  ^"'"^•'y 

supposed  to  be  about  12  cxio's^ronS  ?,n?.       n^""^  ^^^^  ^"^  ^^  were 
They  do  not  tell  you  wheZrvouL""''  ^^"^/^'  ^ir  A.  Hunter, 
march,  the  regulars  sav     but Mp  nn     ^"""^.^^  ^^^'  ^"^  «"  a  day's 
ieft.  as  we  were  ad li  eS  to  m  .ke  a  v'n.r''1  °"'  '^''  ^^>'  ^^'^'^  ^ve 
to  make.     Next  day  wrmoved  off  TT^^i  ^'''^"^^"'"^"^^  ^^  had 
20th  Companies  werl  the  sToJts  and  A^h      A^".  u  ^'"^^eenth  and 
's  rather  exciting  the  first  dav  vn.f  n      '      '^""^  '-^^^  ^^e  support.     It 
l-iciges  in  yo-r  bfndolie   Ind  te.Tn  vour°l"°-''"^'  ^'^^  "'"^^y  -«" 
m  contact  with  the  Boers  every  ^iJ^tJ  '"lf^'"V".P^'''"S^  ^^  ^°"^^ 
seen  two  days  before  we  left    ^Q^  l^dnir^  °^'^^"'  P^^''^'^  ^<^'-e 
s>ght  of  Christiana,  which  w^;  took  {^^"^"^f^^^Y^'ormng  we  came  in 

■ound  it  at  half  a  mile  d  stance  t  eSed ''h    \'  ^\'i°P^^  ^^"" 

Captam  C gallopin-  un  7n '?       ^^"''^''  .^'■^^'■'  the  Major  and 

rifles  through  the  wint  ?nd  I  i '^''  P""'"^  ^^e  butts  of  their 
occupied.  There  were  veVfetn'";^  u  '""  '^  ^'^^  houses  were 
the  day  before.  However  Celn^  '^''^  '  -^°°°  ^oers  had  left 
dsarmed.andallthearms  t'hlt  we^ 'rr;,,'^^  ^^  ''^'•^^'  ^'^o  were 
We  commandeered  a  lot  of  cttl^h^  '5^'°""  ^^''^  broken  up. 

of  infantry  in  charge  of  he  tow^eft^' -^  ''°'''"?'  '^'"^  ^  ^°'"P«'- 
other  six  iniles-  ma^^rch  owLds  To.nlrTxv ''  "'^'i^'  '"^"^  ^'^  ^^o. : 
Boers  two  days  later,  but  thev  dkl  n"n;  I J  ''"'''  ^''°"'  ^  hundred 
are  the  only  cavalry  attiched  Jn   L  ^  "'  §^^^  "^''»''  them.     We 

allthescouLg.frZn  ukV^^^^  -e  have  to  do 

column  on  the  march.  l' irsfsfouts  a-  o  'f  ^"'?  '"  ^'^''^  '°  ^^^  ^ 
I'ne  about  a  hundred  yard    aUt  Sen    K  '"   ^'■°"'  advancing  in 

-.  hne  of  infantry,  th^n  two^^  t^j"^^' ^^t:^^^^^ 

00 
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once  since  lleft  Warrenton,  now  twelve  days  aL'o,  and  then  I   h^,l 
no  soap  and  had  t„  dry  my  face  with  my  handkerchief     We  had  .„ 

aluwo  Zf  "'^''"",' '"  "'  "^  '"  "»'•'••''-  "«!«  -  1^  sibfe    The  : 

XVui'rijh'i  t7:h!:'i'e4r^{'4=t;r  tz  £r  rrh"i 

b,scu„s  per  day.  coffee  in  .he"nor„i„s  andTea  at  n|h    Sreuv  ohu> 

n,a„deered  everyehin«    ^Ll^tuffhetr^s  h"^.'      w^  JS'.oTj 
us.     The  enemy  cleared  out  of  here  fourteen  days  ago." 

lo  appreciate  the  turn  of  wheel  within  wheel  of  I'nn    p«k».,  • 
.rSsTa  ''"1^  :^,rth"="=r^  '-  «^*»-  a.^he'^maTof 

we  find  Lord  M-H^  '• '"^  ''>'  '^'''°"''='  "''''°"  -"TpWr 

THE    RELIEF. 

r.  J^i' pS"""  ^"^  .Mafeking.  On  the  day  that  Colonel  Mahon  and 
Colonel  Plumer  joined  hands  near  Jan  Massibis  thatched  vHIaiT 
news  leaked  m  that  the  long-talked-of  relief  was  verily  at  hand* 
They  had  heard  this  kind  of  thing  before,  and  their  despair  lefi 

scarcely  allayed.  However,  on  the  i6th,  dust  was  esoied  in  tht 
distance,  and  there  was  a  rush  to  the  roofs  of  the  houses^  ascertain 

covered  thu  kTJ^U  '^^^"^  r" /^'^"^'y-  ''  -s^lfter^waXdi " 
covered  that    i  xvas  the  sign  of  the  retiring  enemy,  and  eventuallv 

Xt      The  In'  ""  --""-^/h-t  the  Rellf  Colu'mn  was  reaft 

sight.     The  onging  eyes  of  Mafeking  looked  out,  and  for  the  firs^ 

.me  saw  their  persecutors  in  full  retrett,  saw  them  begin  to  run  and 

then  later,  scudding  for  their  lives,  while  their  -ratified  ears  Tnt\Z?^ 

n'otl's'  oT^the  r  ^'^  r '^'"^-^  r '"^  V^  ^'^^  ^--  now  helrd"5,:^cLee  y 
notes  of    he  Canadian  artillery,  the   pom-poms,   and  other  nieces 
clearing  the  barricades  that  for  so  long  had  shul  out  the  free^Sr  of 
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The  Relief 

^^of  la  '\^:j^'^^^!tJ^-^!  ^-ies.  who  after  the  rout- 
accompanied  by  some  ei  h  of  '  V/"'"  f '  '  .'^r  '''^''■^^  Mafeking. 
Horse  that  had  b^en  f  r  t  h  ^",  "'^"^""^  '''^''^^  ^^^''-^e.  the  Ligh 
Surprise  was  intense  '  1  e  s.^' ;^^ S;"!;  '  'T '"''"'  ''"'"  ^'^^  ^"^"• 
warnuh  grew  to  fever-heat  l'Zn,?'^n  """  r^"'"''^.  «nd  then 
and  the  nine  nK-n.  gaunt  wor^^.^.X^'^V^^^^^ 
with  cheers,  and  had  not  stren!  tfc^    i         ,  "'^'''^■'  ''"^'^  deafened 

Meanwhile,  as  we  kn^w  'g^  onTA^'^Vh  ' "  '^^'"^^^h"'^'"^'' 
did  this  only  to  inspan  airiin    and  nA  ^^tspanned.     He 

tow.r  He  had  followed^  ruL  ^fT  .  ^^.  r"?^°"''S'^^  ^"  ^he 
said  he   was  gointr  to  do   oL   /i  •  T^  ^^'■'^^"   strategy,— 

outwitting  the%"oU\tz\,  ;;"?^-^,^^'  t'  ^^'-^'-''-s 

•ng  themselves  up  to  luntre  at  him  i  ■'"'"^'■''y'  ^^re  gather- 
soon  as  the  dawS  shou  d"^br4  b  "1>v'7""'P^  'l"  '^'^y  '^ 
of  the  17th,  while  the  chill  drtm.t.V  \    °'"'  '"  ^^'^   morning 

-ng  the  scene  with  strL'f  nivst^;   CH'^^'^fM  T'  ^'"''^  >^'   l^«tl> 
men -they   were   merrfer  Tlfan  T,?     ""^^  V^^'"""  ^'"'^  his  merry 
welcome-fed   by  Alljor   Baden- Po3'   H    ^'^   ^'"^P^"   ^^  ^'^-"^ 
of  the   defence,  approached  the  town  '  Ti^   ^''''^'^'  ""^  '^e   hero 
spread  like  wildfire^    Immed  atelvTl? "        'T  "T^"'  ""^  ^^^  ''^'•nval 
gratulation.      Men,    women    and   di^M '"''''  k^"'''";  ^"^   l^^'^^-  ^"d 
some  danced.     The  naUve;  fnr^.l         •'■^"  •^?'''"^^^-     ^ome   wept; 
rows  of  dazzling  teeth      ExUeS!!'",  ^^"''^  '^^^^''  ^"^  ^houxd 
wrung  the  hand   of  stranger    friends   f  ^'"^a.mg  forms ;  stranger 
they  had  been  foreigners XV  woufd  f^"^^'^  u^"^  re-grasped  t  if 
hearts  of  the  heroes  within  and  Z  1        ""u  ^"^'^''^^ed  !     The  large 
without   were  throbbTnT "n  unisl     h^%'^"""' "'". '^^  ^ero^ 
the  accomplishment  of^eat  work  in  .'?'"^   ""''^   satisfaction   in 
and  of  their  fellow-men.     The  ra^li   h  .?   "T^  ^^  '^'^'''  '^"^^'^Y 
throng  was   almost  at   a    oss   KvA     "^•'^''vS^''""^'  "'^gnificent 
and  even  those  forthcoming  were  Zr'ed  bf^'V   ^^^^^   >'Wd. 
throat,  while  a  strange  niiltiress  cren?^  ^  ""  '^^^Z  ^^'^  '"  ^he 
months  had  been  bright  wTth   he  fire  of  H  .     '  ■'^^'''  '^^'  ^^'^  ^^^en 
there  was  no  emascukt^r.V      ,  determination.     But  withal 

There  was  no  uS  fn'^ftml^^^  ^"  '''T'  °^  ^^e  hour.' 

war  began  again.     The  unhed  Sr?.  "'"^  ^'^^  "^"^^^  ^^rk  of 

in  the  direction  of  MacA  u"£  fZ  T'  °?  °1  ""  '"-^-onnaissance 
was  fixed,  and  then  all  the  a  ll^  where  the  chief  Dutch  laager 
Nelson,-  performed  in  concer  fhor'"  '^  l'^"  S^^^ndfatherly  •■  Lord 
cades  of  shrapnel  a.,d  iiXwh  te  b a^"'?'^  ''^",  ^'T  °'^^^^'°"-  C^^''- 
over  the  laager,  and  bombs  buS  wh     vLS d'.^'""'^  ^"^  P'^^^^^ 

-Idt,  their  waggons  and  ^^"^^'^OZ^^^ ^^^^ 
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'riiis  one  was  .'xi.kIouccI  in  the  hurried  llight.  the  D.^rs  haviiur  taken 
the  precaution  to  destroy  the  breech,  but  it  was  nevertheless  captured 
.IS  a  precious  souvenir  o»  times  more  pleasant  in  reminiscence  than  in 
bemg        The  lorts  were  visited   in  turn,  and  at  Came-Trrc     that 
dreadhil  thorn  m  th..-  side  of  tiie  jr-irrison-  the  Union  Jack  went  up 
o  a  chorus  ol  cheers.      iMnally.  tin.  place  was  devoured  by  tire,    o 
the  satisHiction  o   tliose  uho  had  so  Ion-  re-arded  it  wiJi  apprehen- 
s.on  and  liate.      At  Mac.MulIins  farm  were  found  the  Hoer  wiun  e 
deserted  of  then-  kmd,  who  had  scuttled  with  sucli  alacrity  that  even 
their  still  smoking  breakfasts  had  been  foregone.      Lieutenant  Currie 
and  h.s  smart  Cape  Hoys,  and  Major  liaillie  (4th  Hussars),  came  on 
one  or  two  stragglers  in  the  Hoer  laager,  uho  wisely  surrendered, 
biyinan  s  official  correspondence  was  discovered,  and  from  this  much 
vaaiable  information  was  gleaned.     I'rom  one  bundle  of  papers  the 
|,Mrrison  learned  the  pleasing  intelligence  that  Kroonstadt  had  fallen  • 
Jrom  another,  that  Kruger  was  not  Ixst  pleased  with  the  old  Com-' 
niandant-.ndeed.  the    President  without  palaver  had   inquired   by 
telegram  whether  his  la.lure  of  the  previous  Saturday  had  been  du.- 
1    rT^  l""  T'""''  ''^  ^■^''''^""  Madarv,^  (,;,th   Ilus.sars)  from 

bo  M^  ff  •'  ?  ^'^^^"^•'"r  '^'^'^^  r''''  «^''i^»'^'-^tion,  and  he  was 
hr  L  H  ^--'^""P'l.''.'^'^^  ]"«P'taT,  where  he  was  comfortably 
ocated  He  was  suffering  still  from  the  wounds  sustained  liurini 
tile  fight  on  the  j.st,  one  of  which  had  been  inllicted  after  he 
was  helpless  by  a  Dutchman,   who  deliberately  fired  on  him  at  a 

anTmmie''  1^"'''"^''  ^''"''''"  ''"''   ''"''^'•'1"*^"^'>'   '"'^l^^'^l  'i'"'"  of  watch 
By  noon  the  reconnaissance  was  at  an  end.  -  the  place  was  found 
o  be  clear  of  the  horrible  girdle  that  for  seven  months  had  enc  m 
parsed  It. -and   then  the   Market    Square   became  a  scene  of  u ,  - 

ITulTlf  ,"'"^'^'^^'"-     V'""  '^'•^^^"  ^^'^'■"■''  •^'^^   '■^■'^^''f  i"to  position 
ready  to  do  honour  to   the  warriors  who  had   come  throucrh   fire 

and   blood   to    release    their  fellow-countrymen,   while   ever?  nook 

Sl'^Mi'       ^'^''  ^•■'"''T  ^''''V^^'  '''''  ^'"^•^'  ^^'^'^  ^■^^■■^^'1.  cheering 
oiks— folks   whose  vocal  cords   seemed   scarcely  to  have  suffered 

rom  scant  fare  and  unceasing  vigils,  and  who  >elled  as  though 
by  sh2er  force  of  lung  power  they  meant  to  swell  their  sone  of 
jubilation  to  the  tour  corners  of  the  earth  ! 

Perhaps  the  march  past  of  the  united  relief  columns  was  the 
most  unique  and  imposing  ceremony  ever  performed  within  the 
confines  of  such  a  "chicken-run."  Here,  in  this  tinv  compass,  the 
whole  empire  veritably  met  together  -  -South  Africans.  Australians 
Canadians,  hnghsh,  Scots,  and  Irishmen.  Indians.  Cape  Boys-all 
following  one  another,  unit  after  unit,  like  some  quaint  ^cenic 
procession  of  the  nations.  There  were  the  bronzed  colonels- 
Baden  -  Powell,  and    Mahon.   and    Plumer,   now  household  names 
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^^:::f\.r^r^:':^^    ^'-^^  -^^'^  ^^-  or  t.. 

of  the   Royal     l..rse  Arti  e  v   ull        "'  '-7''';""^  "''"^'--y 

the  eyes  tiJat  !on/h^td  be  n  s  ni,  X^^^^^  ''"^^f  '"^"^'^^  ^'^•'"'  '« 
and  their  i,niardians  the  hehne  ed  1.  .n  >"8«''"':''^  **''  ''i^ir  coming- 
who  carried  the  vo  e  o  Em^  r^r  uH  "''^^ 
plumed  aiKl  mettlesome  CoSfk/  '^"J  «'clc—there  were  the 
war-tlierc-  was  he X^  rmn  ;;•,'?'  ^''^""K-'"<^l<s  at  ll,e  sniff  of 
(tiie  nicked  ,)..rt ions  of  U  "  i  t  e  R  l"\'"  •! '"  '''"'""  '^"S^^^' 
koyal  Welsll  l-usiliers  nd  R or  I  kh  !•  t'"?'  '''^•>''1'  ^^^^  ' 
company,   the  very  siHu  of  which   I,  '^'''''^'':«)-  "  --'^ht  regal 

caused  the  heart  of  ititon  to  th  ob^r;""^".  '""'"  "'^^''^'  ^^"^'^ 
of  patriotic  rapture  bri.nmh ,g'ove7  '  S  er^o  \r,  r"^/'^^  ^P 
sobs?     It  was  a  "tos«"i.„  !^u;  i  ^-'''-ers  or  tears?     Shouts  or 

amid  the  stu^e,  do  r/;Z;  e T. I  T'^,  '"'T^^"'.^'  ''^^'  ^'"^^'■-  ^'"^ 
paralleled.  soul-stirrvrCw  turned  -7"'  '''  '^"''^  ^'''  ^'"■''  ^'"- 
the  emotion  that  thre^ftercl  ro^er'tlrn'Mn!'"'  '"'"'  ^'^'^^''^'  ''^'^ 

subS:  ^;S.  d;era':ent"r'lh^1^^T""'*'V'';,  ^'^  '--  "^ 
judged  the  suprenK.  mo„  e  n  of  hum-  U^il  ".'''  "^  '^'  '^'''''^-  ^'^• 
common  gaze      Fven  so  n  ,s^\!!  T     '^'J"'^'''^'.?"  '«o  sanctified  for 

supreme  moment    n  the  "ife  of  thf '''''  -^^  ""!•'  .^^  ^'"'""^^  ^'''^  ^•^'« 
soundless  epic  is  the  mire  tlL's'  ""'""^  °'  '^^^^^'"^  "  '  "  ^^e 

mali{.-e:g':n:^:hrr;h''T^^^^^^^^  -^  'he  usual  for- 

^^S'^^i-ci-l^l^^^H^  "^^^^     ^  S: 

Mahon.   Plumer    Colonel Thode'M.-°^  ^''\.  B.aden-Powell. 

everyone  chp.  -ode  ^rvone^^^^^^^  f  •'T.  ^'''''  ^^^^'^^  =  '"  ^^ct. 
heroic,  to  ov.  ., ok  h?  deserts  ^ndV  ^''^  too  deserving,  too 
imperilled  their  lives  over  tHdov^f  ■^"'''""'  °^  '^""'^  ^^o  had 
ofSieir  native  laT  SrAssedTh.T"  '^•^''''"t?'n  the  prestige 
comrades  gathered  ocretIurS.f  ^'^'/T^^  f  "'S^t  chums  and 
of  skirmish  and  so  tPe  a"d  ;,l£^^^^^  ^^]^  '°'^  J-ns 

greatcoats  and  blankets   "urkTnrn^  1     •?  I'"''  ^?  "'^^P  '"  their 
"ights  of  boot  ancUaddiJ.''''^     °"  out  w.th  the.r  eleven  days  and 

funaL%  'c'reat  ttnkS""   ".''"'''"'    '^[   ^-^    '^^''   ^   ->-" 
at   the  cemeter      and   nil   h    r''     ?^   memorial   service  was   held 

shared  wfth  them  the  trlbulS,'    'm   '^^  •'"*^"  -^^  '^^^^  ^^o  had 

harvest  of  bono";  tti^SrLln"  ^'^^^^ -^^'-"'  -Pi"^  the 

over  th?::;j:^i^^o^Slg^^^^ 
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The  Transvaal  War 

end  and  then  an  effort  was  niade  to  sing  the  National  Anthem  but 
the  notes  were  c,uaver,ng  wiih  the  emotion  which  the  c  Seru 
fearless  men  now  feared  mi^ht  unman  them  Hitherto 

Fmaliy  Colonel   liaden-l'owcll  -  a  little  abru.uly  to  cover  the 
touchmg  nature  of  h.s  farewell-addressed  tlic  garfison  •- 

"Wc  have  been  a  liappy  faniilv  diirinir  fh*.  ■!/>»<.      ti     .•       i 
for  breaking  up.     WhenTe  wele'^Hr       fvc  ^d  f  taid^^^^^^  "rT.'°"'^ 

1  urnmg  to  the  l^rotectorate  Regiment,  he  said  .^'^''^'^  ^•^^""^^• 
,,,,7°  you  I  need  say  nothing.     Your  roll  of  dead  and  wounded  tells  its  own 

PoliIe^:-'°''"''  afterwards  turned  to  the  British  South  Africa 
whii;^"S^jeTornot  t^aff  "'"  ^'^  ^'^^^  °^  '''  ""'«  -^  ^-'  O"  tl.  hili, 
himfeSfasVliows"":!'  ^°"^^'  ""^^^  ^^P^^'"   ^^-h.  he  addressed 

throuJZt'rhrsCTou'Se'^heTd'r^f^he  t'",^  ^ ?''"^  '^^"'"'''^'  ''"' 

cu^S^  j^^l^^dT^r:  sir'inT^i^-j^jz 

the  husk  and  fou^TThW^'oiS ^ct'^  ho/'^  tt' ^ 
conclusion,  he  announced  that  an^civilians  who  wished  toTeturn  to 
the.r  ordmary  occupations  immediately  mi^ht  do  so      Thn.r",''' 

rufner'  7/^"^"  ^^'^  "'^^^^  billets  LTten  lot  or  bus  ne^:: 
rumed.  would  be  permitted  in  the  meantime  to  draw  trench  allow 
ancer  and  to  remam  on  duty  in  the  inner  defences 
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The   Relief 

Major  Giokl  Adams  was  then  cordially  thanked   fnr   -.11   th« 
c^xcdIent  work  he  had  dune  as  Town  Comn,Lukm   afLr  whi  i    the 

(whoXi^'c^::;"    ""'"  "-'''• '^'•'■"   ^/•"^">  ^'"''    '-'-'tenant      .'.o: 
addres^^d  :1  ''  c<^«"'"'s«'on  for  his  splendid  services)  were 

"  I  cannot  thank  you  enough  for  what  you  have  done      Yo..  hiu*  ,r,n« 
formed  yourselves  from  railway-nie:    to  soldiers      W  uo-i.  io  V >^^ 

because  it  will  be  your  business'to  reopen  com'LicIrn  ^ni'^^  TJ^:^' 

To  the  Bechuanaland  Rifles  Colonel  Baden-PoweU  exclaimed  •— 


The  chief  delighted  the  juvenile  Cadet  Corps  by  rnvin^  them 

he.r  meed  of  pra.se  for  their  conduct  as  soldier?,  concfud  n?  liX 

af^er  li^e.'^'^"  """  '°"^'""'  '"  '^'  P''^'""^'^"'  ^"^  Vill  do  as  weTl  in 

..nrlSV'r  ^"pT'^  ^°  '''f .  ?"tsiclers.   the   Northerr.   Relief  Force 

months    f^ghtmg.   and   expressed   his  regret  that   they   had   been 
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too    weak    to    relieve   the   town    "  off  their   own   bat."      But   he 
T  J^rl    the    Id  endid   work  done   in   bad  country    and   chmate 
xt'^stthern    Krc^^^^^  Colonel   Mahon    were    congratukued 

^'"  So   the  amazing  defence  of  Mafeking  was  over !     l"  or  seven 
months   the    gallant    little    town    had   withstood    every    .ngen.ous 
devS   of  thf  Boers,  and  in  the  end  it  had  come   off  uctonous 
The    firs         ot  was  fired  on  the   i6th  of  October,  and   from  that 
da     the  rumble  of  bombardment  had  been  the  accompan.men    of 
almost  every  hour   between   the   rising  and   setting  of  the   sun 
And  now  a  1  was  serene  and  still,  and  only  the  battered  walls  of 
the  once  neat  little  hamlet   told  the   terrible,  the  glorious  tale  of 
British  doggedness  and  British  pluck. 

HOW  THE  NEWS  WAS  RECEIVED  BY  THE  BRITISH 

EMPIRE. 

For  some  time  the  ears  of  London  had  been  pricked  up  in 
•Lnxious    expectation.       Lord     Roberts    had    promised    to    relieve 

SSV'bythe     x8th    of     May.     -V^'lltowf: 
was    known    to    be    punctuality    personified.      All    the    town    re 
mailed    in    a    state    of   suppressed    excitement,    little    flags    were 
eZcr  like  wildfire,   and  big  flags  were  being  got  into  readiness 
fo     the   great,   the   longed-for   word.      Early  in  the  morning   of 
he    7th  The  papers  were  anxiously  perused  and  man  asked  man  if 
aiy  news  had  leaked  out.     The  1 8th  arrived.     Nothing  was  known. 
The  wTr  Office  maintained  its  adamantine  calm.     The  day  grew 
m  ddle-aced.  almost  old-then,  as  the  shutters  were  about  to  go  up 
twenty  minutes  past  nine  was  the  exact  hour),  one  telegram  of 
&e?s  fired  the^use.  and  London,  followed  presently  by  the  w^ole 
British  Empire,  was  ablaze  with  excitement.     The  flame.  1  ke  most 
flame     broke  out  almost  unnoticed.     Some  one  on  a  cycle-some 
one  in  i  cab   heard  the  glorious  three  words,  and  sped  breathless  to 
c^rr^t  e    ontaglon  of  hb  rapture  far  and  wide.     Street  after  street 
bec^In  to  smodder-to  glow;  and.  presto!  the  town  was  one  vast 
coiiflacrration !     Such  a  furnace  of  patriotism  had  never  been  seen 
withhTde  confines  of  the  staid  metropolis      By  ten  o'clock  the 
^pulace  of  one  consent  had  run  wild  into  the  streets-the  houses 
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How  the  News  was  Received 

sympathetic  patriotism -countess   or  coster    Hnb^  1  °^ 

and  then,  unsatisfied,  tore  into  tlie  onen  to  W  „(f    .  "     ™' 

and  view  a  sigh,  which  never"  biforXb^   ttSd'aiVr' 

at"p  i„-:".t  ^iStr'^orrSaSTes'.'^,  ^d  tT 

i^g^i^spp^4s-^w^£F"-^- 

He  then  delivered  the  followine  soeerh  ■  "  I  »;.u  tu  •      r 

your  cheers  could  reach  Mafekincr      K-       "       i        ''  ^^^^  "'"^''^  °^ 

and^-usrcate'™  Th^  '°",    •'''"  ^''J"'^  '""«>''  '"  a  righteoul 

.hlTf'^T'''    "L  ?'°"'^'  Baden.Powell  were  then  ca  edtr   a?d 
three  for  Lord  Roberts,  and  these  having  been  heartily  given,  he 
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said  :  "  The  people  of  Bloemfontein  and  Mafeking  are  now  singing 
'  God  Save  the  Queen  ' ;  you  can  do  it  for  yourselves."  This  they 
proceeded  to  do  not  once  but  twenty  times  through  the  livelong 
hours  of  the  night.  Meanwhile  the  following  practical  telegram 
was  despatched  by  the  Lord  Mayor: — 

''To  Bauen-Powell,  Mafeking,  via  Cape  Town. 

"  Citizens  London  relieved  and  rejoiced  by  good  news  just  received.  Your 
gallant  defence  will  long  live  in  British  annals.  Cable  me  what  money  wanted 
for  needs  of  garrison  and  inhabitants  after  long  privations. 

"  Alfred  Newton,  Lord  Mayor" 

At  the  same  time  a  huge  portrait  of  Colonel  Baden- Powell  was 
displayed  in  front  of  the  Mansion  House,  and  the  strains  of  "  God 
Save  the  Queen"  and  "  Rule,  Britannia"  were  now  intermingled  with 
the  lively  tune  of  "  For  he's  a  jolly  good  fellow."  These  combined 
choruses  were  echoed  and  re-echoed,  and  carried  along  like  a 
gigantic  stream  of  sound  into  the  suburbs  of  London,  into  sleeping 
Kensington  and  remote  Clapham,  so  that  men  and  women  turned  in 
their  beds — sat  up,  terrified  at  first,  then  realising  the  situation, 
gave  up  thought  of  rest,  and  listened  with  swelling  hearts  to  the 
triumphant  din.  And  so,  on  and  on — through  the  night  till  morning 
broke ! 

Then,  the  whole  face  of  London  seemed  transmogrified.  National 
emblems — red,  white,  blue,  yellow,  green,  stars  and  stripes — draping 
the  hous^js  and  festooning  the  roads,  gave  the  town  the  aspect  of 
one  huge  bazaar.  Balconies  were  decorated,  awnings  thrown  out, 
and  in  some  cases,  to  give  a  touch  of  realism,  bathing  towels^  were 
hung  from  the  verandahs.  People  passing  by,  and  ignorant  of  the 
double  meaning  of  the  curious  drapery,  shrugged  their  shoulders, 
scoffed— then,  awakened  by  a  flash  of  illumination,  looked  again  and 
broke  into  renewed  cheers.  Before  the  dwelling  of  the  mother 
of  the  defender  of  Mafeking  a  vast  crowd  collected,  wielding  flags 
and  laurels,  and  displaying  in  their  midst  the  bust  of  the  hero  with 
a  British  lion  crouching  at  his  feet.  Cheers  rent  the  air,  and  in- 
creased in  volume  when  the  proud  parent  of  this  splendid  Briton 
appeared  on  the  balcony  and'  acknowledged  the  demonstration. 
The  glad  tumult  in  front  of  this  point  of  attraction  continued 
throughout  the  day,  people  coming  from  far  and  wide  here  to  vent 
their  ecstasy  of  enthusiasm— some  in  shouts,  many  in  tears. 

By  nightfall,  the  whole  Empire  was  pouring  forth  its  excitement 
in  congratulatory  telegrams,  for,  four  minutes  after  the  receipt  of 
the  intelligence  in  Lond^vn  the  news  had  passed  over  the  Atlantic 
cables  and  was  in  the  .Mew  York  office  of  the  Associated  Press, 

'  The  hero  o.'"  Ma'ekincr  at  Charterhouse  was  nickn.-imed  "  Bathing  Towel." 
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whence  it  was  forwarded  to  the  farthest  limit  of  the  North  Americin 
Contment  Canada.  New  South  Wales.  Sydney,  and  aU  die  o  her 
colonies  whose  bravest  and  best  had  contributed  to  the  g  ea    do  nes 

ChirchhT'''"  •;''■'  "°"  -S^----'^  bunting  and  iHum  natio.fs 
Church  bells  pealed,  processions  passed  shouting  and  reioicine  shios 
were  dressed   from   truck   to  taffrail.  and  prayers  andTnth^ems  of 

c^hurcleT"  ^"'  "''^  '°  '^  °""^^^'  "P  °"  tlJfollowing  dayTt  an 

CO,  i^'^f  %£"*  ^  ^"^^  ^P''''^'  '^"•'^  ^^^"  ^  vast  concourse  of  millions  of 
souls  of  differing  opinions  customs,  and  creeds,  diffused  even  to  the 

bv  a  bond°  oT?  f  ''T  J^^'^'^J^-P^-king  world,  yet  closely  uni  ed 
nJSruS.  °^^'^^^7"al  sympathy  in  consequence  of  the  triumph 
of  British  manhood  in  the  most  unique  ordeal  that  the  loyalty  of 
any  nation  has  been  called  upon  to  endure.  ^    ^ 
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CHAi  TER    VI 

FROM  KROONSTAD  TO  JOHANNESBURG 

ROM  tlic   I  2th  to  the  22nd  of  May  was  spent  by  the  main 
army,  at   kroonstad,   where,  owing  to  sickness  and  other 
causes,    a    halt    was    obligatory.      It    was    necessary    that 
suppl-es   should   be   collected,  an  advanced  depot  formed 
the    raiUyay    repaired,    and    the    safety    of    both     flanks 
Meanvvhile,    efforts    were    made   to   protect  the    farmers 
who    had  surrendered   from   the   revengeful    tactics   of  the    Boers. 
Lord  Lovat  s  gilhes  arrived  at  Kroonstad  and  met  with  the  approval 
of    the   Commander-in-Chief.      General    Mutton,    with    a   force   of 
mounted  mfantry.   had  reported  an   attack  on  liothaville  and  the 
capture  of  three    commandants  and  about  a  score  of  Zarps,   from 
their    hidmg-place  near  Smaldeel.     On  the  20th,  the   ist  Cavalry 
lingade  m  irched  out  from  their  camp  near  Kroonstad,  to  open  up 
the  country  on  the  left  of  Lord  Roberts's  main  advance  aloncr  the 
western  frmge  of  the  railway.      I'hey  were   accompanied    by   the 
4th  Cavalry    Brigade    (;th    Dragoon    Guards   and    8th    and     14th 
Hussars),  and  supported  by  General  Mutton's  Brigade  of  Mounted 
inlantry  (Canadians,   Australians,  and  New  Zealanders).      On    the 
2 1  St,  the  cavalry  seized  the  drift  at  the  confluence  of  the  Moning 
bpruit  and  the   Rhenoster ;  and  on  the  22nd,   Lord    Roberts  and 
the   main    rrmy,   leaving  only  the    ist    Suffolks   behind,    marched 
from   Kroonstad  to   Moning  Spruit,  the  third  station  to  the  north 
and  some  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  off.      General   Ian   Mamilton 
aiter  a  series  of  engagements  with  De  Wet's  hordes,  from  Lindley. 
onwards,    had    secured    an   advanced   position    at    Meilbron,    while 
the  c;..v^alry  division   had  moved  up,  crossed  the  Rhenoster  River 
and    threatening    the    right    rear    of  the    enemy    had    forced    the 
Uutchmeii  to  leave  a  strongly-entrenched    position  on   the    north 
bank  of  the  river.     The  presence  of  French  and  Mamilton  to  west 
and  east  of  them  had  served  to  unnerve  the  hostile  hordes,  who  now 
had  our  cavalry  within  twenty  miles  of  cither  flank.     Thev  spent 
their  bellicose  ardour  by  destroying    some  miles   of  railway,   the 
bridge  over  the   Rhenoster,  and  some  culverts,  and  then  flyino-  in 
hot  haste  before  the  vast  machinery  of  the  advancing  army,  to  a 
new  point  of  defence  some  twenty   miles  in  front,  a  point  which 
promised  shortly  to  become  equally  untenable. 
The  followinfT  casualties  tc 
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From  Kroonstad  to  Johannesburg 

tenant  M.  M.  K.  Welch.  ^"''low.     ,st   Royal   Irish-Lieu- 

^^^^'^r!^^^^^r:^'^,  n^est^aUnd  magnificent 
vehicles,  its  endle.  s  supXs  "nd  7nn  n  I  '""'*•  •''^  "^"Jtiplicity  of 
south  bank  of  the  KhlS'er  R  ^""'"^Thi 'h '"'  '""''"P^^  «"''^- 
moralised  in  their  preparations  for  r..\J  .^\  apparently  de- 

left flank  turned  by  Ham  Uon  at  H.  h  '"''^'  ''"''  '^^^'"S  '^^^  their 
"on  the  run."  Me'anwhiie  bur  d,er  'hriv'cT  "  •"  '^•^"^'"""-^'y 
arms  and  ammunition,  the  last  vesricrr  r^  T  '"  ^^  surrender 
porated.      The    Boer   r^l  ^^  °^  truculence  havine  eva- 

f  ering  to  exl.„''ge"an''e:  arimbe^'TP'^'   ^°   "^^'^    ^«b7rt 

threatening  if  the  offer  sl3dbrrefusLuoP''''°""''%°"  P^''^'^'  ^"^ 
some  other  district  the  4cSo  Drkonl;  '^"'^''^  '^'^"^  ^''etoria  to 

the  fate  of  the  Johanne^rf  minS'  Zl  '°"^'"''  '^^Y^'  ^^  ^o 
certamty;  reports  declared  they  would  be  1  T'  ^ns.derable  un- 
entry  to  the  Transvaal  by  the  bS  .''^f t-'oyed  in  the  event  of 
would  be  defended,  as  defence  wo^  "^  ^''f  ^^'''''  '^^  ^°^"  ''^^elf 
forward,  guns  got  nto  posiJiTn  and  tr?'.  '^^'"g  '•^»P'"dIy  pushed 
structed.  ^  position,  and   trenches  and  defences  con- 

9"  the  other  hand  it  was  staff»f^  »1,^^  i 
to  destroy  the  mines  anrpo  sibJv  tho  V°"  ''r""^  °^  '^^  ^^reat 
Botha  had  hastened  to  the  pSen^  !,  ■'^"'  Commandant  Louis 
asserted  his  intention?  if  Lchafhrr,;  "  '"  ^  ''°''"^y  '"^^'•^•e^  had 
defend  Johannesburg  from  such  an  ^S  nf'^  contemplated,  himself  to 
by  denouncing  the  diabSicaT in'ent  on  .nd"'''' •'"•  ^.1  ^""^'^^^^ 
barbarians."  Mr.  Krujrer  did  nnTn^  u  ^''^\"S'  ^^^  ^^e  not 
conscience  tweaked  h"m  on  th.  k^  ^"^  }\^  subject-possibly  his 
Terrible  altercations  weTe  dai  vll"  ""''i^^  barbarity-but  gave  in 

Free  Staters,  and  thermetlVrS"fn5  tS  h^'T"  ^'"  ^^^^^-  ''^^ 
to  throw  all  the  blame  of  de^rt  nn  ih  u  n  ^^'Shers  were  inclined 
about  the  war  and  left  thfTRf^  T  ^J^^  Hollanders  who  had  brought 
and  property  that  hos  I'ties  entlned'^T^^^  '""^  °'^^^  ^°-  ^°  hTe' 
but  they  served,  as  the  pLssaJ^  '  .K  ^^'u  "^^'^  '"^''^'y  '•^PO'-ts. 
which  way  the  v;ind  blew         ^^  '°  '''^  "^"'^  Proceeded.' to  sho^^; 

Vaa?:;et^?aryTLiir  an7  tt  ,f  b' -'^^^.'^  °^  ^^^^'^^  ^^^^  the 
of  Pary's,  while  Gene  a1  la^  HamihoT^'  f  "  ^"^^  ^^«her  east 
move  towards  Boschbank  still  higher  ,n  tP  ^^-  ""'.^'''"^  ^o 
time  to  save  the  coal-mines  from  K  •  T  ^^^y  ^'"'"'^e'^  J"st  in 
of  crossing  the  Vaaltas?nV:?d.e'moft'rl^^^^^^^  °P^^^^'- 

taken  in  the  campaign,  as  the  roirl  T       :\,  ^""^  "^^^^  ""der- 
about  six  miles  of  mountainous  countv?  ^•'^'  ^"'^^  ^^^  through 
suited  to  Boer  tactics      ForhmrrT  [°™l"8^  ^  "^'"'"ow  Pass,  will 
VOL.  V.  "•     ^°«""ately.  although  the  Boers  were  seen 
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hovering  in  the  vicinity,  the  arrival  of  the  cavalry  was  unexpected, 
and  they  made  no  effective  resistance. 

It  will  be  seen  that  here  the  distribution  of  the  advance  underwent 
a  change.  General  French  adhered  to  his  original  course  on  the  left, 
but  General  Hamilton,  screened  by  Gordon's  Cavalry,  crossed  in 
front  of  the  main  army,  and  concentrated  near  V'redefort  on  the 
west,  thus  preparing  a  little  surprise  for  the  Hoers,  who  were  col- 
lected in  their  thousands  opposite  Iingeibrecht  Drift  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  British  General  would  continue  to  proceed  towards  the 
north.  Meanwhile,  the  cavalry,  to  a  desultory  accompaniment  of 
musketry,  was  engaged  in  securing  the  approaches  to  Lindique  Drift, 
over  which  the  baggage  had  to  pass.  On  the  26th,  Colonel  Henry's 
Mounted  Infantry,  and  the  Hedfordshires,  crossed  at  Viljoen's  Drift 
and  there  encountered  an  Irish-American  rabble  in  act  of  injuring  the 
coal-mines  and  bridge;  and  the  wreckers— an  alcoholically-valiant 
gang  of  hirelings— speedily  made  off,  leaving  behind  them  three 
days'  supplies,  which  came  in  most  handy  for  the  benefit  of  the 
troops.  By  this  time  General  Hamilton  had  reached  Boschbank 
and  Lord  Roberts  had  arrived  at  W'olve  Hoek. 

The  Cavalry  Division,  finding  the  force  of  Mounted  Infantry  had 
moved  to  Vereeniging— and  thus  opened  up  communication  with 
Lord  Roberts's  main  advance — tlew  on.  On  the  evening  of  the 
27th  they  seized  the  head  of  the  horse-shoe  of  hills  wherein  the 
Boers  in  large  numbers  had  ensconced  themselves.  This  dashing 
exploit  was  attended  with  the  loss  of  only  one  .Scots  Grey  and  one 
Carabineer  wounded.  The  position  thus  gained  overlooked  the 
Boers'  main  position  at  Klips  Wersberg,  defending  Johannesburg. 

While  this  was  going  on  (on  the  27th)  Lord  Roberts,  with  the 
7th  and  nth  Divisions,  crossed  the  Vaal  facing  Vereeniging.  and 
encampad  on  the  north  bank,  and  found  vacated  several  intricately 
prepared  positions  whence  the  Boers  had  intended  to  offer  opposition. 
I'hey  had  abandoned  position  after  position  at  the  approach  of 
one  or  other  of  the  great  feelers  of  the  big  British  machine  that 
threatened  to  surround  them. 

The  fact  was,  this  enormous  army  was  moving  as  an  avalanche 
—stupendous  and  strong— an  avalanche  that  swept  all  things  before 
it.  ^  Horses  and  men  were  in  splendid  fettle,  their  spirits  were 
rising,  their  confidence  intense,  and  all  endeavoured  to  emulate  the 
example  in  activity  set  them  by  the  Field-Marshal,  who,  like  a 
young  man  of  thirty,  was  up  before  dawn  and  working  hard  till  sun- 
down. In  spite  of  the  cold  nights— especially  trying  after  the  heat 
of  midday— the  Commander-in-Chief  looked  healthy  and  well,  while 
his  troops,  who  had  marched  magnificently  in  trying  circumstances, 
needed  no  finer  eulogy  than  to  be  described  as  worthy  of  him. 

A  grand  march  of  twenty  miles  brought  the  main  army  on  the 
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pared  a  delicate  salute  of  ,  vf^  uns   wirL  '"i  ^r^'  ^^o  had 'pre 
troops,  had  barely  time  to  hu  tl.^^     •  ""'"'^   ^^   welcome   the 

steam  off  as  some^f  the \ve"tt  7?  ''»=  ^-'"  -^ 

•nto  the  station  !  These  sn,ar  Col!  ni  1  u  "'"''  ^'"""""-y  ^'^shed 
;'^.  day  and  showed  a  vast  an  oJ,u  0?'^^;^'  ^7V"^'^'^  ',,  th.  fcre 
l^lk.n^^ton  and  a  patrol  of  some  thirK  "."''  ^^••^^^''■'ty-  Maj.^r 
advance  of  the  nth  Division  in  1  u.o  .^r  *f  "'"'"  ^"^'  '"oving,-,, 
passage  of  troops  and  guns  ac  o' '  ",/;  ^^^  V-^'^^^^'^  ''nft  for\he 
discovered,  but  also  th?  ]/oers-a  posse  of  rf  ""'u  '^  '^^  ^•■''"'  ^^^s 
the  kopjes  that  /lanked  the  roid  ^ VV^^l  ^  '"^i"  hovering  among 
prepared    themselves    for   the    wo;sf  '!•  "^'"'    ^'^^'  ''"'<-'  Party 

■n    hand,   to  protect  the  pa  ition  thev  Tur'"'^'   thenrselves.  W. 
some  nnportance.    since    t   comma  dLl-  P'""''!'    ^   P"«'""""    of 
a  half  to  east  and  west  of  the    oaJ    ^^Th''^^'''  "H^"^  ^  ""'^  and 
groups,  arranged   themselves  at  each  b  i  lL^""V'^'.^*-'''  ''"" '^« 
make  a  hne-a    very   thin    line     tJ  .       ^^'  "'V'  ^'"deavoured  to 
groups.     It  was  somewha?  I  ke  "ii^e  fabt" "T^..  ''"!>    '^^''^^^"   '^^ 
to.  blow   himself  out  to  the  sL  of -.  K  n  "V'^^  ^'^fi^   ^'^^^   tried 
;n.nute  objecfs  pretence  was  successfii^l-^^'  '"  ^-'^'^  ^^^^'  ^'^^ 
deluded  the  Boers,  and  caused  them  to'  1,1''   '^'T  '^°^^^^^   '"^n 
defenders  of  the  drifts  were  supported  bv  .  l"''"  \'?^'  '^'''^  ''^''^Y 
Blazmg  away  with  their  rirtes  Te  n...^^       "^^  '^'"'^^  '"  '"eserve. 
party,  and  an  uneven  conterc^nme^ced  ^nT  "''"'^f^  '^^  '"'^^^ 
Lieutenant  Porter,  while  direc'hiTsome  n         F^^^^^^d  till  dusk, 
but    fortunately  at    this  junctu  e'the^e   .  P^''''"^?'   ^««  wounded, 
guardsmen,   who  were  escorting  I  ^"'^  '°  '^'^   '^'^^^  some 

the  gallant   manner  in  wStI,/ 1  TTl,  ^"^  '^^''''   owing  ^o 
•n    the    darkness    to    get     heir   r.     '^''  ^^^   ^^'"  ^'^^^'  manfged 
the    VVestralians.    whole    work    wT'L'"'"  r?^^>''    ^"^   -"^l>Ie 
steal  away."     Aleanwhile   durL  rht     iT'Pl'''^^'^'    to    "silently 
to   the    left-on    the    we^t   of  ti   raiTw-^'   ^"^'  .^"'"^  ^^"  "^'^^^ 
knocking  portended  much  acdntv  on     r^~'°r"^-'    '''"  ^""""^ated 
and    Hamilton   in   the   neightuThL   ofTr'"'^-^''!^ 
K.ver.      General    French    was    er^aL    •^'^''■^"'"^'"   ^"^    I<hp 
force  of  the  enemy's  positio       IftT^         ""    reconnaissance    in 
D^tch  guns,  and  consuming  a  good  deal  of     '"?  '^".  '^''^  ^'^  «"  the 
the  part  of  the  cavalry  were%m?n     1     .  ^P°''''^'''  '^'^  casualties  on 
„   On  the  .9th  of  May.  ^iTf  tle^,lf^'n-'^°'^'y  Inniskillings 
Hamilton's  Mounted  Infamr"  Vhe  igth  '^^^^^  ^an 

Colomals  who  had  moved  pa  mile]  to  rh"  '  "r.gades,  a.id  some 

the  Vaal.  found  themselves  about  tl  ^-T"  ^''''^"^^  ^'"'^^  't  left 
burg.  East  of  Doornkop  some  4c^''r  "'''"'  'T^'  °^  ^"^annes- 
-en  up  a  menacing  P<^tio^^tp^tl^S-^-  ^'l^^ 
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obntaclos,  while  the  rrrouiKl   h;ul  been  hl.irkencd  \v."th  grass  fires  to 
affor.i  m  effeitive  backj^roiiiul  to  approacliiiij,'  khiirki.      1  he  troops, 
supportc.l    by   th-«^   tjuns,    at  once   steadily   ailvanceil    to    attack  the 
Hot-T  centre,    w\\y       Generals   I'rench  ami    Iliition  operated  on  the 
west  to  turn  the  ri-.a  tiank  of  tlic  position.     After  an  hour's  smart 
hj^htinsj;  the  infantry  were  able  to  piisli  oti.  Porter's  brij,rade  iiavinjj 
ridden  five   miles  to  tiie  west,  and   turned  the  enemy's  rij,'lit,  while 
the  infantry,  with  hxcil  bayonets,  had  driven  the  enemy  from  every 
cherished  kopje      In  the  attack,  the  Gordons  in   the  centre  of  the 
rh^ht,    the    City    Imperial    \'olunteers    in    the   centre   on    the    left, 
advanced  ;jfradiially  on  the   lioer  position.     The  j^allant   u.tMre  of 
the    advance   over  the    burnt  and   blackened  ^jround,  w''  h   made 
the   infantry   into    tarLjets    for   the    foe,  excited   the   admiration  of 
all.     Grandly  the  Gordons  fUinir  themselves  upon   the  enemy,   in 
spite   of  the    Hoer   guns   and    ''pom-pom,"   that  dealt    death   'and 
destruction  among  their  numbers.     Seventy  of  the  dashing  fellows 
dropped,  and  the  only  consolation   for  so  great  a  loss  was,  that  by 
nightfall   6000    Dutchmen   were   scudding"  av.ay   in    the   darkness, 
while    General    Hamilton   was   bivouacking  on   the  ground   seized 
from    them,  and    Generals    I-'rcnch    and    llutton,   who  had  turned 
the    right    (lank   of  the    position,    were   threatening    Krugersdorp. 
The  conduct  of  the  City  Imperial  Volunteers  was  magnificent,  and 
to  them,  as  well  a.  *o  the  Gordons,  much  of  the  credit  of  the  day's 
work  was  due.     They  behaved  as  skilled  troops,  taking  cover  with 
great    ingenuity,    and    returning   the   attacks    of    the   enemy    with 
amazing  coolness  and  precision.     Their  sustained  volleys  succeeded 
in  clearing  out  the    Boers   immediately    in    front  of   Roodepoorte. 
Commandant  Botha— not  Louis  Botha,  but  a  kinsman— with  a  hun- 
dred   foreign    and    Irish    subsidised    sympathisers,    was    captured, 
and,   in  addition  to  these,  a  Creusot  gun  and  twelve  wao-o-ons  of 
stores  and  ammunition  were  secured.  '"^ 

The  losses  among  officers  in  this  engagement  were  compara- 
tively few.  Captain  St.  J.  Meyrick,  ist  Gordon  Highlanders,  was 
killed.     Among  the  wounded  were  : — 

City  Imperial  Volunteers— Capt.  G.  W.  Hiii'Jcv  Ist  Goi  '  .r.  High- 
landers—Capt.  G.  E.  E.  G.  Cameron,  Lieut. -Col.  II.'li.  Burney  Capt  P  S 
Allen  second  Lieut.  A.  Cameron,  Siirg.-Lieut.  A.  H.  Benson,  Dr.'  R.  Hunter! 
Vol.  Co  Gordon  Highlanders-Capt.  J.  B.  Buchanan,  Lieut.  J.  Mackinnon, 
Lieut.  IL  Forbes.  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps— Lieut.  A.  H.  Benson,  ^nd 
Duke  of  Cornwall's  Light  Infantry— Lieut.  H.  W.  Fife  (since  dead).  loth 
Hussars— Lieut.  T.  Lister. 

^>aring  General   French's  operations  near   Klip  River,  on  the 
^:.  (l\  28th,  and  29th,  the  wounded  officers  were : — 

New  Zca;and  Rifies— Captain   Palmer.     7th  Dragoon  Guards— Major  W. 
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J.  Mackeson,  second  Lieut.  G.  Dunne      Cnnt   u   i     i\i     i- 

land.™,  attached  to  In,e.,is.„ceX™feX  w'^kt  "rp'ir.L':''"'"""  "*"- 

I  o  return  to  the  niiiin  advance  on  this  r]iv/'Tr>tK\    wm -i    /-  i 

French  and  Ha.ihon  were  erS^^B^^n^h^o:^:::::^ 
ohanncsburg  turning  their  flank  wherever  they  posted  themseves 
l^ord  Roberts  deeded  to  pursue  boldly  the  progr  urnne  o    his  iai' 
advance  upon  the  enemy's  East  Rand  and  I^toria  commun    at^ons 

trsn;^r;str '' '''''''''  ^^"^  -p'^'^  --^  -  -^ 

trom  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Klip  River  the  trooos  husHpH 

his   control.     Any  concentration    of  forces    in"  Pretoria  or  on  the 
fringes  was  now  practically  impossible 

The  history  of  the  hurried  capture  of  this  vital  strategical  dosI 

rntrv'^^tST?-  """'T'  "/"^y-  ^^'''^  ^'-  «tlf  Ented'Tn." 
cos  s^'  The  ^rd  r''''"l  ""p  •°'■'^f'■^'°  ^^'^^  Elandsfontein  at  all 
the  east  towards  iSbt^  Brigade  in  support  made  a  detour  to 
tne  east  towards  Boksburg,  m  a  direct  line  to  Pretoria  followed 
rapidly  along  the  line  by  Pole-Carew's  and  Tucker's  Dvsbns 
The  object   of  the  somewhat  wide  easterly  mo^e  was  to  outXn  - 

lcV"rX'nce"oVtle1riu^h   '1^^  t t^^'V''^'''  ^S 
nenrpfl  th^  iv.,^  1    r  ^nusn.     Just   as    the   advance   guard 

neared  the  Natal    line,  a   tram   was   seen    conveying   half  of  the 
Heidelberg  Commando  from  Volksrust  to  the  north      It  wa     m 
possible  to  arrest  it.  but  after  firing  on  the  depart  ng  machbe    he 
troops  proceeded  to  demolish  the  line  and  secure  the  Natal  ^om 

ness  ot   the  Klip  River   Bridge,   were   without  arrillerv    were  now 

assailed  by  a  party  of  Boers  with  guns,  who  had  ensconced  th^iselve^ 

the  ridges  which  nienaced  the  southern   road,  but  never  heless 

Jnt^ei^'Tt  """"k  ^r'  ""  "'^^y'""^  ^"-^-^  -^^  gaining  eS! 
lontein.  They  pushed  ever  on  and  on  till  the  jrreat  citv  the 
monstrous  hive  of  gold-getters,  the  scene  cf  Boer^despoti<^m  and 
U.t  ander  servility,  became  visible  from  the  rrjlin.  hills  Momen 
tarily  they  expected  to  hear  a  roar,  to  see  a  flare  and  an  unheavaT 
and  to  know  the  worst  had  come-the  mines  had  been  destroyed ' 
But  all  was  s.lence.     The  huge  town,  surrounded  i!rp!aces  by  a 
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blanket  of  smoke,  seemed  slumbering  on  the  bosom  of  the  undula- 
ting downs.  In  the  distance,  however,  the  station  showed  active. 
Trains  were  steaming  off  to  Pretoria.  Others  with  their  steam  up 
were  preparing  to  follow.  These  trains  must  be  arrested,  and  their 
freight  captured.  It  was  a  case,  unfortunately,  of  horse-tlesh  versus 
steam.  But  still  it  was  worth  the  venture !  Off  went  a  section 
of  the  Yorkshire  Mounted  Infantry,  galloping  like  fury  to  the 
station,  while  the  main  body  made  for  Boksburg ;  and  the 
Australians,  toolless,  tore  to  Knight's  Station,  and  there  piling  up 
trollies,  boulders — anything,  in  fact,  that  came  to  hand — blocked 
the  line.  They  were  pelted  by  hidden  Boers,  but  Hed  carefully  to 
cover  after  accomplishing  their  object. 

Meanwhile,  some  of  the  Yorkshire  Mounted  Infantry  had 
seized  the  station,  and,  with  it,  three  locomotives  whose  steam  was 
up  ready  for  departure.  But  the  enemy  were  in  strength  there — 
they  were  at  least  strong  in  proportion  to  the  twenty  dashing  "i  ork- 
shire  men  who  had  plunged  into  the  melee,  and  these  gallant  fellows 
found  themselves  in  a  critical  position,  fighting  like  demons  for 
their  hardly-earned  prize  with  desperate  men,  whose  sole  source 
of  salvation  lay  in  the  locomotives  that  stolidly  panted  and  wheezed 
in  utter  disregard  of  the  fierce  fight  raging  for  their  possession. 
Then,  with  almost  theatrical  precision,  a  vast  procession  was  seen 
to  be  approaching  :  a  river  of  kharki  flowing  down  the  southern 
slopes  into  the  Rand.  It  was  the  Mounted  Infantry  from  Boks- 
burg and  the  Infantry  Division— the  goodly  Grenadiers  leading — 
pouring  in  their  numbers  to  the  rescue  of  the  gallant  little  band ! 
Thus  by  nightfall  one  of  the  most  fateful  of  the  operations  of  the 
war  was  concluded,  and  Johannesburg  was  virtually  seized  without 
the  wrecking  of  a  mine  and  with  little  loss  of  life.  During  the 
operations  Captain  MacEwan,  Cameron  Highlanders,  and  Lord 
Cecil  Manners  (correspondent  to  the  Morning  Post)  were  taken 
prisoners.  Lieutenants  Pepper,  West  Australian  Mounted  Infantry, 
Beddington,  Imperial  Yeomanry,  and  Forrest,  ist  Oxford  Light 
Infantry,  were  wounded.  Immense  crowds,  surprised  to  find  that 
the  struggle  was  a  matter  of  hours  and  not  of  days,  watched  the 
fighting  from  west  and  east  corners  of  the  town,  and  the  shock 
of  the  fall  of  Elandsfontein  disorganised  their  plans  and  demoralised 
themselves. 

While  this  was  going  on,  the  Cavalry  Division  had  advanced 
through  the  gold  mines,  having  Johannesburg  on  their  right,  and 
was  encamped  on  the  west  of  the  town,  keeping  a  wary  eye  on  the 
Boers,  who  were  fleeing  hot-foot  to  Pretoria. 

Within  the  City  of  Gold,  all  was  turmoil.  On  the  discovery 
of  the  situation  there  followed  a  violent  up-rising.  The  Kaffirs, 
on  seeing  the  Boers  repulsed,  rushed  to  the  Jews'  houses  to  loot 
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them  and  the  foreign  contingents  immediately  set  out  on  a  species 

answer  to  the  flag  of  truce  sent   in  by   the   Field- Marshal'   this 
Roberts    to    postpone    his   entry    for   six    hours.       '1\.   ^vert   dfs 

h<s  strategic  manipulation  of  his  cavalry  and^  mouS  inSntrv 
and  to  the  magnificent  marching  capability  of  tl^e  nfan  rv 
Everywhere,  the  Boers  had  fenced  themselves  across  the  rS' 
soniefmes  extend  ng  their  line  of  defence  for  twenty  miles  J; 
turned'"ttr7T^K ''•  '?  ''''^^^  ^^  ^^^'"g  ^^^  ^^nk  o    t™  othe 

^n?^a^r^--^r^ 
cunnmgly  prepared  themselves,  till,  with  the  infaStry  menkc  nt^hem 
h"ad  r."V'".^  ^  cavalry  and  infantry  threatening  boThflaTkf  thev 
et  on    r    •  ''"'  r'''^'  ''^'  '"^"'^^ble.     Their  last  hope  had  been 

rlble"  t;Zrf^(^-  '^  '--'  ^  ^-^^  ^^ 

men?of' wMh!"^  ^'''^?''  °^  '^"^  .!"^^"^'"y  ^'^^  ^  remarkable  achieve- 
pedestrianTsn       k  wf.     ''""°l  ^-^  T^'      ^'  ''"''  "°  ^^'^  ^^t  of 

o.  sdiiu  Clogged  and  almost  waterless  country,  were  but  JfAnc  in  tU^ 
programme       If  water  there  chanced  to  bl  Tt  was  o  hrTou     and 

idia  inemselves  to  rest  on  the  hard  or  soggy  ground  with  a  nhil 
osophy  so  devd-may-care  as  almost  to  fringfonihe  sublime.     Wkh 
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unquenchable  gaiety,  they  had  accomplished  a  march  of  254  miles 
(the  distance  from  Bloemfontein  to  Klandsfontcin)  in  eighteen  days, 
giving  as  an  average  fourteen  miles  a  day.  (This  calculation  naturally 
excludes  the  ten  days'  halt  at  Kroonstad.)  From  Kroonstad  to 
Elandsfontein,  a  distance  of  some  126  miles — covered  in  seven  days 
(22nd  to  29th)--marching  had  gone  forward  at  the  rate  of  eighteen 
miles  a  day.  Napoleon's  much  vaunted  march  from  the  Channel  to 
the  Rhine  in  1805  showed  an  average  of  sixteen  miles  a  day,  when 
the  distance  traversed  was  4CX)  miles,  and  the  time  taken  twenty-five 
days.  But  that  march,  unopposed  throughout,  was  comparatively 
plain  sailing.  Quicker  forced  marches  have  been  known,'  but  in 
the  present  case  the  march  was  continuous,  and  may  be  said  to  beat 
all  records  of  rapid  marching  under  equally  inconvenient  conditions. 

4 

The  twenty-four  hours  were  allowed  to  pass.  Then,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  town  Dr.  Krause  met  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and 
rode  with  him  to  the  government  offices,  and  introduced  to  him  the 
heads  of  the  various  departments,  all  of  whom  were  requested  to 
continue  their  respective  duties  till  they  should  be  relieved  of  them. 

To  those  who  had  never  seen  Johannesburg  the  first  glimpse  was 
a  surprise.  Strangely  incongruous  did  it  seem  to  move  from  the 
isolation  and  rugged  simplicity  of  the  open  veldt  to  the  centre  of  a 
large  and  peculiarly  civilised  town.  The  note  of  modernity  was 
sounded  on  every  side.  Buildings  more  than  magnificent  greeted 
the  eye  accustomed  only  to  homely  farms  and  mushroom  staadts. 
Tramways  ribbcid  the  streets,  electric  lights  gleamed  a  whiter 
glare  than  moonbeams,  and  nineteenth-century  luxury,  and  in  some 
cases  refinement,  were  in  evidence  at  every  turn.  But  the  public 
buildings  were  closed,  and  the  handsome  shops  boarded  up  for 
precaution's  sake,  while  the  streets  were  thinly  populated,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  British  sympathisers  had  been  expelled, 
and  the  Boer  community  was  on  commando. 

But  though  at  first  the  place  was  deserted,  by  degrees  people 
began  to  trickle  in,  and  by  the  time  the  square  in  front  of  the 
government  buildings  was  reached  there  was  a  goodly  throng.  The 
Vierkleur  was  still  flying  when  Lord  Roberts,  at  the  head  of  General 
Pole-Carew's  division,  marched  into  the  town  ;  but  presently  the  keys 
were  form  illy  surrendered,  the  flag  was  hauled  down,  and  a  small 
Union  Jack,  worked  by  Lady  Roberts,  was  hoisted  in  its  place. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremony  the  rousing  strains  of  the 
Guards'  band  were  heard,  and  the  nth  and  7th  Divisions  marched 
past,  with  the  Naval  Brigade,  the  heavy  artillery,  and  two  Brigade 
Divisions  of  Royal  Horse  Artillery.    General  Ian  Hamilton's  column 
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and  the  Cavalry  Division  and  .Mounted  Infantry  were  too  far  awav 
to  take  part  m  the  proceedings.  ^ 

From  ZZ  ""'  ""P^:;;^ ^'^^,  spectacle ;  one  ever  to  be  remembered. 
workmal[L"T  •/'"  "'^^''-  ''^Tr^'''''^  b^^^^">'  bronzed,  and 
town  wSfl"1  "•""'"  ?'^"'''"&  '"  procession  through  the 
town,  while  from  balconies  and  windows  banners  and  uags  were 


Vaal  R.ver  Deviation  Bridge  at  Vereenicng.  nearly  completed. 
(Phoio  by  W.  H.  Gill,  London,) 

rr'^'  ^""f  ^7  '""f  ^':  ""'"''y  °f  '^^"^  Englishwomen,   wild  with 

cta'eue'to'l"'''""'^"'.^'"^"  '"""  ^^^^^  and 'sweets  and 
cigarettes  to  give  vent  to  their  unrestrained  joy.      Far  into  the 

evening  the  stream  of  kharki  continued  ceaselessly  to  flow  under 
o  tS^"^"^"  i:-"^'  ''^/'''^  ""^T"''  ^'"^'^^^  ^'"  '^'^  '"f^"^'-y  had  passed 

himsSr  ro^ang:  gToI^  '' '" "°"''  ^"'  "-^^^  ^^'^^^^  ^^^  -"^^^ 


^   •     i  ■ 
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CHAPTER    VII 

GENERAL   RUNDLE'S   MARCH   TO   SEXEKAL 

WHILE  Lord  Roberts  was  moving  from  Bloem- 
fontein,  co-operative  action  was  being  taken  else- 
where. On  the  2nd  of  May  the  Boers  evacuated 
Thabanchu  and  trekked  towards  the  north,  and  on 
the  following  day  General  French,  leaving  General 
Rundle  in  command,  started  to  join  Lord  Roberts's  main  scheme. 
Soon  after  General  Brabant  joined  General  Rundle's  force. 

On  the  4th,  General  Rundle  moved  forward  from  Thabanchu, 
attacked  the  enemy,  captured  their  positions,  and  headed  them 
eastward.  There  was  little  hard  fighting,  the  General's  move- 
ments being  mostly  carried  out  with  so  much  celerity,  and  strate- 
gical and  tactical  skill,  that  the  enemy,  seeing  British  forces 
apparently  in  strength  everywhere,  judged  it  advisable  to  move  from 
post  to  post  rather  than  ri-n  the  risk  of  being  mopped  up. 

On  Friday,  the  i  ith  of  May,  Colonel  Grenfell,  with  the  2nd 
Battalion  of  Brabant's  Horse,  attacked  the  Boers  at  Ropin's  Kop, 
but  was  overpowered  by  the  enemy  and  forced  to  retire,  with 
several  wounded.  On  the  following  day,  Saturday,  he,  however, 
drove  the  Boers  out  of  their  position,  and  captured  Newberry 
Mills  at  Leeuw  River,  thus  depriving  the  Dutchmen  of  an  immense 
store  of  flour  and  grain  which  it  had  been  their  ambition  to  seize. 
This  smart  piece  of  work  was  accomplished  almost  without  casualties. 
While  these  operations  had  been  going  forward,  some  500  of  the 
Yeomanry  had  occupied  the  northern  slopes  of  Thaba  "Patacka,  a 
position  whence  they  hoped  to  attack  the  Boers  who  might  be 
slinking  off  in  the  direction  of  Basutoland.  General  Boyes,  on  the 
west,  was  equally  active,  to  the  dismay  of  the  Boers,  who,  owing  to 
General  Rundle's  clever  strategy,  imagined  the  British  held  a  front 
of  over  twenty  miles. 

On  the  13th  of  May  General  Rundle  advanced  to  Brand's 
Drift,  twenty  miles  to  the  north-east,  taking  prisoners  and  accept- 
ing the  surrender  of  many  Free-staters,  who  were  perished  with 
cold  and  exposure,  and  sickened  by  defeat.  Meanwhile,  General 
Brabant,  performing  like  operations,  was  slowly  moving  north- 
wards. On  the  night  of  the  15th,  Ladybrand  was  occupied  by 
a  force  of  the  Glamorganshire  Yeomanry,  and  thus  the  two 
Generals  maintained  possession,   by  magnificent  strategic  moves, 
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counery  .hrougi,  wEich  tilZy  p,  S    O^'^'^XTLlr    '^'^ 
movement    was    made     Mrih^.u'«    .-.i     •  i         '^    .  •    ''''"^'''''"^o^s 

r..  I  T,  ''^^.."^''^'■c'^  -I"  linlortunate  incident  tcck  nlace  On 
reaching  Mequal.ng's  Nek,  a  rumour  readied  Cenerd  Hrn^t  .?. 
the  Boers  were  in  retreat  from   Sr.n,.l-.i  ^^"eral  Kundle  that 

o    vantage  whVi,  practically  commanded    he   ', reels  of  £  ,3" 

f  p.f  ^r  Si:-  c£ 'xt?  ;^s 

P^"&t?oli:^  Xn^ertsSS'i  i£-?? 
came   the   surrenderino-  of  irmc    %,Za      \  •        °5^'^"iped.      Then 

closed  himself  and  prompt co^mS^d™^,,,-"'^   Z   •"""•  ?"" 

Js..;^o^^^-£^l~iL^J{^=^ 
:1b^s  t:  Ser-htd'^herreijs  ):it  ir  r 

rifles  poured  a  withering  fire  on  then"      S,\  hor.l  5  J  "■"" 

Tf  ^^eer^'ia^'^^-r'ir"  '"=  '--'•^  ^-  -^  tritL- 

^*ri„g:  Xj„r  oliac  XosTSLrlll-  dt;ped"il^/ 

He  was  shot  through  the  neck,   and   four  men  shared  lils    f?r. 
Lieutenant  Hegan  Kennard,  wounded  in  the  face    was  in  1  H. 

jas;  mt"  ptef  s:-  s-hX  €if  H 
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to  General  Rutulle,  who  instantly  ordered  off  the  Wilts  Yeomanry, 
2i)d  GrcMiadiers,  and  2nd  Hast  Yorks,  with  artillery,  to  the  succour 
of  the  unfortunate  party.  These  arrived  in  time  to  save  Major 
Ashton.  He  had  fortunately  occupied  the  side  of  the  town  to- 
wards which  the  British  approachetl,  and  the  Boers,  at  the  first 
sound  of  the  .t:;uns  which  h.id  been  directed  aj^ainst  the  kopje 
where  they  had  ensconced  themselves,  made  off"  with  all  possible 
speed.  By  the  time  General  Rundle  had  neared  the  town,  it 
had  resumed  its  pristine  state  of  innocence,  and  the  inhabitants 
were  preparino;  effective  demonstrations  of  loyalty.  In  the 
eveninj;  the  remains  of  the  unfortunate  dead  at  tiie  foot  of  the 
hill  were  recovered,  and  it  was  found  that  Major  };albiac's  body 
had  been  ritled  by  his  dastardly  opponents  of  every  article  of 
value,  and  even  the  ribbons  of  his  medals  were  mir.siny.  On  the 
26th,  General  Rundle  with  the  8th  Division  entered  the  town 
and  form  illy  took  [)ossession  of  it. 

The  remains  of  Major  Dalbiac  and  the  four  men  of  the  Middle- 
sex Yeomanry  who  were  killed  in  the  unfortunate  affair  were  buried 
with  military  honours,  the  General  and  Staff  attending  the  funeral. 
A  patrol  of  the  Hants  Yeomanry,  while  out  scouting,  got  in  touch 
with  the  enemy,  and  escaped  by  whav  is  called  the  skin  of  their 
teeth.  Many  had  very  narrow  escapes,  and  one  man  was  killed. 
Sergeant- Major  Foulkes,  whose  horse  was  shot  under  him,  was 
saved  through  the  gallantry  of  Private  Andrews,  who  returned  and 
bore  off  his  dismounted  comrade,  while  Captain  Seely  and  others 
behaved  in  like  manner  to  ensure  the  safety  of  those  left  without 
mounts. 


GENERAL  COLVILE  AND  THE  HIGHLAND  BRIGADE 

Of  the  Highland  Brigade  since  the  tragedy  of  Majersfontein 
and  the  smart  fight  at  Koodoesberg  little  has  been  said.  Their 
brilliant  march  and  action  before  Paardeberg,  in  which  General 
MacDonald  was  wounded,  served  to  demonstrate  the  stuff  of  which 
they  were  made  and  to  restore  their  self-confidence  and  zest  for 
battle.  Lord  Roberts's  gracious  speech,  delivered  at  the  camp,  re- 
calling his  pleasant  association  with  the  Brigade  in  India,  where 
"they  had  helped  to  make  him,"  and  saying  that  as  he  had  never 
campaigned  without  Highlanders,  he  "would  not  like  to  be  without 
them  now,"  had  done  much  to  heal  the  sore  which  still  rankled  in 
many  breasts. 

On  the  1st  of  May  the  9th  Division  marched  from  Waterval, 
picked  up  the  Seaforths  at  the  waterworks,  and  also  the  Highland 
Liorht  Infantry  from  Bloemfontein.  The  Division,  of  which  the 
Highland     Brigade,     tiie    Seaforths,     Black    Watch,     Argyll    and 
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naval  ,n.ns  (4.;  calibre),  luufl    0     "^ny  /'l  n.'in:'  ^'"'"^^>'-  T° 
he  command   of  Maior-General    Sir   17'  ,   m^'"'^'7'  '^''^  ^"^er 
r.gade  was  commanded  1^      ene  al    M.M)''''m    ^^t  "'^^'^'^"d 
I'rovincc  Horse,  a  smart  and  snnrrJn,  I^-.c Donald.      The   Eastern 
numbering  about  a  hun  red    ,   r-  r^^^^  T  ^""^  "^"""'^'^  '"^"' 

valuable  service  in  scZi '''      I  a'c      ^T'^f  '^''  '''''''  "'^  ^'^ 
Lovat's   Scouts,   but    no     t7l   the    .1,  ""  '^^'■'^'  ""''^  J«'""ecl  by 

On    the  4tl>   the   Brigade  bivouacked  Tt%  ''"''   '''II    ^'"^^'-   ^'^X 
an  animated  tussle  with  thr^  emv    w^^^  •-°""'"'"  ''^'^' 

the  gallantry  of  the  Black  VVatch^^'  ""'^'^  ^"''»">'   '"^^'^^    by 

I  he  Division  reached  VV^inburcr  ^c  «,«  1 
mained  in  possession  till  the    - 1^  ^'  TU        u  °  n',  °"  ^''^  ^^h.  and  re- 
Argyll  and  Sutherland  Hi^^hmts  ad^c'e  I  ?^''^  ^^^^f'^  ^'"^  ^^e 
the  Highland  Light  Infantr    -md  s5   ?i!    •  'T'"^^  ^^'^'"^  'hem 
rollowing   day    tlfe    Zand    l?iv"^v^r tossed    ''^V '°""-.    ^"  ^''« 
entered  without  opposition,  the  way  hW^b"      ^""'^'"^'^V'-g   ^^s 
by  Lord  Roberts's  fircc  which  had  arrived  f?         "  F^viously  swept 
there  was  a  brief  halt-a   much    nZT  f      """^  °"  ^'^^  '°^b.     Here 
-arched  thirty-four  mile^  in'Ts     £:'    On^f  ^'^  /T^^  ^'"^^ 
ceeded  towards  Lindlev  and  wer'^  ;^;.    1  "^^  ^^rd   thr  '  r,ro- 

of  the  divisional   and  VigadT  troC      On  T'  '^  l'^  ^^^ 

reached  a  point  en>;f  r,f  liu  troops.     Un    the    24th    i  . 

next   day  U'^u'tll^'STh^'^^ri^^^r'^e'''^'^^  ' 

h.dmg  m  a  ridge  at  Maquanstadt      Fmm  fh;  """/'  ^  '     ^^'- 

were    driven   by  the  Seaforths    u  I,,   f  I  P°'"^  ^^^  Dutchmen 

peaked  kopje  'which ''rommandedth^4^^"7  T"^'^''  '^  ' 
which  was  at  once  vi^orouslv  rnn.^L  Vu  ^PP'^'  ^  Position 
a  hard  fight,  in  which  0^0^  and  thr-  -  ^  ^''"■'-      '^'"'"'' 

Seaforths  succeeded   in  occnnlLlfU  •'^^"  '^^''^  wounded,  the 

joined  by  the  Black  U^atchand^h!  th  T//'""-  r  "u^''^  ^^ey  ^ere 
Artillery,  the  rest  of  thp  ?r^  5th  Battery  of  the  Royal  Field 

the  26th.  °^  '^^  ''°''P'  remammg  behind  at  Hopefield  lill 

affluent  olTe'vl^L'ThTK;^^^^^^  f'Y'^'  ^--P-'t  (an 

no  sooner  had  the  Bli'ck  Watch  aPPearedTi?  "'T^^^  ^'''^'  ^"^ 

by  a  crackling  cross-fire  that  sen^TheT  n  •  I'!  '^^^^^'^  greeted 

they  held  the  tnemy  whHe  a  wfde  turnT.^    '''^^  '°  "°^^''-     "ere 

the  right.     The  inner  side  of  Th.  J         f  movement  was  made  to 

by  th?  Seaforths.  "?iirtLo;terw.'f°'iPf^'°"  '''''  ^''^'^^^ 

Sutherland    Highlanders    under    MW  T    "^  ^>'  ^'^^  ^'■«"  ^'"^ 

proached  the  sPony  eminence  which  nn      T!f°"'    ^'^^   ^^^^v^   ap- 

enemy..  and  charged  with  such  7o  ce  anr,"''"^'^  '^"^^    ^''^^y  of  the 

the  entire  position  was   ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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some  looo  in  number,  were  seen  racing  over  the  boulders  with 
more  than  their  usual  agility.  The  Bloemberg  Ridge  gained,  it  was 
promptly  occupied  by  Black  Watch  and  Seaforths. 

By  midday  the  passage  of  the  hill  was  accomplished,  and  by 
4  P.M.  the  troops  had  reached  Lindley.  The  expedition  had  cost 
them  two  killed  and  eleven  wounded.  The  Highland  Brigade 
crossed  the  Valsche  River  and  bivouacked  north  of  the  drift  on  the 
Heilbron  Road.  Still  more  north— about  two  miles— went  two 
companies  of  Argyll  and  .Sutherland  Highlanders  to  ensconce 
themselves  on  a  kopje  which  commanded  the  road  towards 
Heilbron. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  the  advance  was  continued.     The 
Highlanders  crossed  the  Rhenoster  River  at  Mildraai,  and  on  the 
following  day,  28th,  moved  still  further  forward  till  stopped  by  the 
presence  of  the  enemy,  who  barred  the  line  of  march  on  the  north  of 
Roodeport     The  Highland  Light  Infantry— the  advanced  guard- 
were  deployed  and  sent  to  seize  some  kraals  about  1 200  yards  from 
the  enemy's  position,  which  sprayed  itself  over  about  six  miles  of 
country.     One  company  was  detached  to  hold  a  hill  on  the  right 
front,  supported  by  the  Black  Watch,  while  the  Seaforths  attempted 
a  turning  movement   to  the  left  and   the  Argyll   and    Sutherland 
Highlanders  guarded  the  rear  and  both  rear  flanks  from  a  point  of 
vantage  on  Spitzkop.     The  artillery  blazed  copiously  for  an  hour 
while  the  Boers  also  made  animated  resistance,  but  after  good  sixty 
minutes  of  assault  the  enemy  gave  way,  and  the    Seaforths  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  round  the  right  flank,  while  the  Highland  LiVht 
Infantry  and   Black  Watch  gained  the  centre  of  the  now  deserted 
ridge.     But  the  Boers  had  only  scuttled  to  other  ridges  whence  they 
could    let   loose    Pandemonium   with  increased  vigour.     Thus   the 
Highlanders  came  in  for  murderous  attention  in  front,   rear,   and 
tlank.     Presently  to  their  rescue  went  the  invaluable  naval  guns 
snorting  vengeance,  and  determining  to  show  that,  though  the  Field 
Artillery    became    outranged    and    impotent,    there    was    laudable 
lyddite  to  save  the  situation.     On  this,  and  with  startling  velocity 
the  federals  removed  themselves,  and  thev  were  stimulated  in  their 
te'^^T  t»y  >o"fa".?e  volleys  from  the  Highland  Light  Infantry. 
While  the  Dutchmen  were  speeding  into  the  unknown,  the  High- 
landers triumphant  were  advancing  to  a  position  north  of  Marks- 
fontein.     Having  crossed  the  drift  they  bivouacked  on  the  other 
si^de,  while  the  ox  transport  moved  up  to  the  shelter  of  their  wing. 
1  he  day  s  work  was  not  without  its  pathetic  side,  for  thirty  men 
and  three  officers  were  wounded,  while  two  gallant  Highlanders  were 
among   the   slain.     The    wounded    officers  were  :    Seaforth   High- 
landers-Lieut-Col.    Hughes-Hallet,    Lieut.    Ratclyffe,   and    Lieut. 
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hav^^;^^^^^^^^^;^   or  Cambridge  s   Yeon.a„ry  were   to 

hour  or  so  to  join  him  on  his  n  arcruf  I"  '^f'  ,f"'^'"^  ^^^  ^" 
surrounded,  and  on  the  ;.st  were  --  ^"^  V''^^^>'  ^^^X  ^ere 
tale  of  the  disaster  is  'old  e lewl  ere^  On  .h''^  the  enemy'  The 
began  to  move  gradually  on  Fn  c^^em  n  '^^r  '.^'^'  '^^  ^'^'^''o" 
a   back   segment  %o  propel     he   for3on/"•'"°K"^^^  "P 

mile  by  mile.     Mr     I3lMndeirr.i  •     °"^'    '"^^^    hy    inch,    or 

of  the 'advance  sLws  Tow  risty  3°"  '"  '""^  ^Icr>n.^  Posl 
the  movements  of  baggage^n^ce  of  ^h  '"§^"""°"^  ^  proceeding 
route  lay  over  a  series  of  ridLtfn^  the  enemy  may  be.  •'  The 
line  of  hill  on  which  the  liofr  fj  es  S' tllf"'  ''°?^- ^  ^''''''^' 
The  baggage,  &c.,  was  first  concemrated  an  f^T  "^  ''^^""  P^^'^'^"- 
with  the  Seaforths  as  riaht  rear    S     '"'''^  }^^'''}  ^^'^r  the  spruit, 

Sutherland  Highlanders  as  rear  guard  ?vtthet'  ^^^  ^'"^/"  ^"^ 
port  advanced  the  Hiohland  liX  r  ,-^  ^^'^  ^f^g^&e  and  trans- 
battalions  guarding  flank  and  reS  .^-  I'f  ^  advanced,  and  the 
followed  the  bacxga^e  across  fhl/r^^'^.M^"'  '^^''  Position  and 
enemy  hovered  Sd  tl  e  etiHn.  rel';  Z^'^'  '"'"r  \'^'^'  «^  ^l- 
unable  to  do  any  serious  dama<!i  "^  "'  ^  ''""P""'^"'  ^'^^^"^e  and 

the'S'tl^^JeneJal  ^nd^hC  t?S   '^^"'>'  ''   ^'"^   -^-«>    by 

bron^   having  covered\1;hi^eir'd^;TdisT'"'"'^'"'^   "^'■'- 
fightmg  "a  swarm  of  hornets  "r    n?     ^/'f^"^^  of  126  miles, 
osing   in    the    advance    fiftv  four    wn7t  '^'^    ^^^^'^  ^'^>''  ^"^^ 
loss  in  comparison  Ji^h  the  work  dT."!  '"^    ""^    "''"^    ^^'^^^  ^  ^ 
B  undells  description  o    the  class  of  work^.  T' "'"""'  'T^^^'     ^^'■• 
hits  off  the  nature  of  the  movementTh^r    !     "'  '""^■^''^  "^^  '^'"^PP^'y 
him   is  irresistible.     "  To  apnrecS'  t^     K     '  ^^"^Ptation  to  quote 
situation  in  these  regions  oneCudl      .   "'"°"'''  ^^  '^^  ""'^^'V 
of  ones  schoolboy  day"  w^tT  wa^n.'  n     . '°  'T  '°  '^^  ^^Perience's 
of  the  main  positLn,  VL    u  vlor's  Je  ^^^  V'^  ^^P'-^ 

P^^^outofal,propor.iontSoSri-^,-[,n^ 

FROM  BOSHOP  TO  KROONSTAD 

his  Division  from  bS  n  ,o*H„„n  -"       .        u  ■  "«''"'="  "-"^ed 
into  tlie  zone   of  the  i  eat   nni?  ."^     '''  "'^l'  ^""«'''S  ^'^  "-"ops 

aftenvards  removed  to  cover  the  ^^JS:tn.^i:'^ 
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analand   Railway  towards  Vryburg,  and  tliere  for  the  present  we 
must  leave  them.) 

From  Boshop  Methuen's  force  moved  on  in  zigzag  fashion, 
their  destination  being  Kroonstad.  From  Hoopstad  to  Bothaville 
they  passed  over  good  roads,  through  picturesque  country,  followed 
for  miles  by  the  graceful  bends  of  the  Vaal  River— a  ribbon  of 
silver  fringed  with  willows.  The  weather  was  now  growing 
more  and  more  chilly,  and  after  sundown  frost  began  to  nip 
and  biting  winds  to  whistle  through  the  bones.  Nights  were 
spent  in  trying  to  gain  warmth,  and  when  dawn  came  the  sun  was 


Highland  Brigade  at  the  End  of  a  Long  Forced  March.    (Photo  by  a  British  OfTicer.) 

welcomed  with  thanksgiving.  The  infontry  in  these  raw  mornings 
had  the  advantage  of  the  cavalry,  as  they  could  work  themselves 
into  a  glow,  but  there  were  other  occasions  in  which  the  mounted 
men  had  their  revenge,  and  could  forge  on  ahead  and  secure, 
before  the  arrival  of  the  lagging  pedestrians,  all  manner  of  tempting 
edibles— chickens,  ducks,  sucking  pigs,  and  the  like,  which  hap- 
pened to  be  at  the  farms.  These  luxuries  were  greedily  coveted, 
for,_  coming  along  from  Boshop  some  220  miles,  diet  had  been 
limited  to  biscuits — hard,  dry,  and  irresponsive — and  any  variety  in 
the  monotonous  fare  was  received  with  unqualified  rejoicing.  Near 
Bothaville,  as  dawn  broke,  a  curious  episode  took  place.''   In  the 
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The  Battle  of  Biddulph's  Be-g 

strange  mushroomX'd  doml  i  I  ""''  ""^gon  fringed  the 
the  niture  of  the  occun»m  T,h'  i,  ^"«  "«««ary  to  discover 
approachedind  VrS'  t'tstr '''  Hrr^reS'irdef^  ?h"^ 
from  ti,e  mner  recess  of  the  tent  a  burly  voSbd  Zed     "  v'" 

r  pX^hi  Te'ara^'undlierf-lftT  ,?=    -  ^^^^^ 
^.r^n^erdesl HBl^a^iSF   -^  ^^^^^^^ 

excited    past    effervescenrp       wlf?    mmj  '  ^^''^'^  P'^^^  speech, 

^£r-^SS5HlifS?? 

:h:s"e  ^"ht  j'';i:tt:;eJTit^wfr  Lki"f ^hii  T"''  -"P 

mpenal  Yeomanry  at  Lindley.    To  understand  the^uLm"^^^^^^^^ 
for  this  detour  we  must  return  to  Senekal.  ^       necessity 

THE  BATTLE  OF  BIDDULPH'S  BERG  (.8TH  AND  a9TH  OF  MAY) 
mJ"  hT"  ^^  ^/T''^   ^""^'^  ^'"^'■^d  Senekal-on  the   26th  of 

selvh  •    /•^'^  "°'  °'?'y  P°""^^^'  but  contrived  to  make  them 
selves  instant  y  aggressive.     As  ill  luck  would  have  irthe  Duke 

"enf  f^^  #"'  Yeomanry  under  Colonel  Sprag^e.  who  had  b"en 
.ent  from  Kroonstad  to  join  General  Colvile'sfbrce.  were  caS^ht 
by  the  enemy  a  few  miles  short  of  their  destination.  ^ 
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They  were  in  the  awkward  position  of  having  missed  General 
Colvile  and  lost  a.  />icd-d-Urre  at  Lindley. 

In  this  dilemma  a  message  was  sent  to  General  Rundle  inform- 
ing him  of  the  desperate  quandary. 

The  General,  instantly  reviewing  the  critical  state  of  affairs, 
devised  a  strategical  plan  which,  he  thought,  would  serve  —  far 
off  as  he  was — to  extricate  the  entangled  forces  who  were  de- 
manding his  assistance.  He  was  aware  that  a  posse  of  Boers 
was  within  some  six  miles  of  him,  circling  around  towards  Beth- 
lehem in  the  east,  and  he  conceived  the  scheme  of  attacking 
these  with  such  force  and  determination  as  to  press  them  hard  and 
force  them  in  their  turn  to  appeal  for  help  from  the  hordes  that 
were  infesting  Lindley  to  the  annoyance  and  dismay  of  the  not  yet 
united  British  forces  who  had  prayed  his  aid.  This  device  was 
masterly  in  the  extreme,  as  it,  so  to  speak,  forced  the  masses  of  the 
enemy  to  come  south  in  all  haste,  and  thus  saved  risks  of  failure 
which  might  have  resulted  from  a  long  movement  of  infantry  over 
a  distance  of  about  forty  miles.  So,  leaving  General  Boyes  with 
three  battalions  in  occupation  of  Senekal,  General  Rundle,  with  a 
force  consisting  of  2nd  Grenadier  Guards,  2nd  Scots  Guards, 
2nd  East  Yorkshire,  under  General  Campbell,  the  2nd  West  Kent 
Regiment,  the  2nd  and  79th  Batteries  Royal  Field  Artillery,  and 
the  4th  and  7th  Battalions  of  Imperial  Yeomanry — marched  off 
towards  the  east  over  some  miles  of  open  country  over  which  the 
tall  grass,  bleached  now  by  many  days  of  scorching  sun,  waved 
thickly  round  their  knees.  In  the  distance  were  three  ominous 
hills — such  hills  as  the  Dutchmen  delight  in — fronted  by  a  lower 
eminence  which  was  occupied  by  the  enemy.  These  espied  the 
coming  of  the  British,  and  prompdy  betook  themselves  to  their 
main  position  on  two  of  the  hills,  Biddulph's  Berg  and  Tafel  Berg. 
From  these  points  of  vantage  they  greeted  the  Kent  and  Derbyshire 
Yeomanry,  who  had  advanced  to  reconnoitre,  with  a  storm  of 
bullets  which  at  once  laid  low  many  a  brave  fellow.  Still  the 
Derbyshire  Yeomanry  pursued  their  way,  worked  round  the  hill 
and  dismounted  and  proceeded  to  seek  cover,  where  they  were 
forced  to  remain  till  dark  set  in,  unable  to  stir  lest  the  volleys  of 
the  enemy  should  find  them  out.  On  the  western  side  the  Kent 
Yeomanry  were  hotly  attacked,  and  many  were  wounded.  Mean- 
while, from  the  foremost  hill,  whence  the  Boers  had  spied  out  the 
coming  of  Rundle's  force,  the  British  now  in  possession,  commenced 
to  fire  upon  the  heights  of  the  Biddulph's  Berg ;  the  artillery  too 
dropped  shells  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  sun  went 
down  on  the  hostile  forces,  fighting  vigorously  so  long  as  a  ray 
of  daylight  served  to  illumine  the  deadly  operations.  Then  they 
bivouacked  where  they  were.     At  dawn  the  battle  was  resumed, 
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by  the  Scots  Guards,  West  Kent  Tnd  iL      ?v    "  '"'''''  ^"PP^"^^' 

process  of  search  was  uSavIfc       Not    f  '•''     ?rf  '^''  ^"""^^"^ 
though  wounded  Dutchmen   m.Sr  .^^^-^.^'S."  ^^  l'^  was  visible. 

with^stoical  calm.     And  now  ^o^J^d'l^  ",  '^"''  ^'^'"rP'^^^^ 
striking  feature  of  the  dav     ''n^h"  '   j""-  '^^"S^rous,  the  awe- 

burst    into   a    blaze      Th^'r      1       ^''''''^'  r'^''^^  ^°  ^^ip,  suddenly 

alight  :y^,y':^ XrSnalru-d  ?h'  ^^f  '' 

anned  w  th  the  heat  of  ^n  ^„„„     '^tcuaaiers    lound    themselves 

position.      Th';  we"  Iw  oXec?"  o  Khf  bT'I  'r'  ^^'^ 
and   attack   it,    while    the    ^oth    Rl.^!       k  u-^,     .    ''''^'"S:-place 

again  to  scour  the  hill      Thfn   foHoS  ^h  '"^    ''^f'"    P-^'^P^''^'^ 

security  of  the  Dutchmen's  sup^osSevacuatiSIfwhP'"''  '"  '^^^ 
broke  into  flame,  growing  andTeaping  by  bo^i^'  so  tfaTtheT"; 
efforts  to  stay  ,ts  progress  were  unavailin/    St  11  the  .rtnl    ^     , 
once  commenced,  continued  brisklv  briskfv  .Tlh  ^''^.^"'"e'^y  duel, 
that,  sweeping  round  the  wouS  t  "'te  ^J^^^^^ 
awful   panorama   in   the  sufficiently  horrffiVscenrof  If    Th 
British  gunners  worked  their  hardest  to  sHence  the  RnZ  ^! 

had  been  heard,  only  the  Boer  t  n  Lh     •  '^"""^  °^  musketry 

enough  to  tax  a  I  "he  ener^ie/of  th.  R  ?\'"  '°"^""  vociferously 

with  splendid   coolness^and  precisiSi      But   .^o  5'"''^^  "i^'P^" 

the  guns  as  the  shells  burst  and  bellowed      R        "'^"'   ^""^  '^^""^^ 

dropped -was   killed    m^im^S         .Tj  One  man  after  another 

lay  a?  he  feTl    a  Drev  in  M?  A  1^"^''^^^^  -  and   there,    invisible. 

y  as  ne  leii,  a  prey  m  his  helplessness  to  the  devouring  flames 
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that  were  now  leaping  and  crackling  with  an  almost  majestical 
vehemence,  rushing  far  and  wide,  like  some  vast,  ravening,  raging 
demon,  with  a  thousand  fiery  tongues  panting  forth  volumes  of 
blue-white  breath  over  the  whole  universe.  And  within  this  fear- 
ful area  the  perpetual  rattle  and  roll  of  musketry  continued  their 
fell  work,  while  the  wounded,  red  with  their  gore,  and  redder 
with  the  scorching  of  the  flames,  crept,  and  crawled  and  reeled 
to  places  of  safety,  or,  woeful  truth,  writhed  where  they  fell, 
victims  to  the  most  horrible  torture  that  fiendish  imagination  has 
yet  devised.  Amid  the  stentorian  rampage  none  could  hear  their 
cries  for  aid,  none  could  sec  their  struggles  for  release.  Only  now 
and  then,  when  some  succeeded  in  emerging  from  the  fiery 
chaos,  could  the  appalled  few  who  were  beyond  the  vivid  halo  of 
destruction  realise  the  mighfy  horror  that  lay  on  the  skirts  of 
Biddulph's  Hill.  But  the  battie  raged  on.  The  Yeomanry,  under 
Colonel  Blair,  were  off  in  hot  haste  to  attack  and  rout  some  Boers 
who  were  endeavouring  to  make  a  flank  attack,  while  the  artillery, 
despite  the  scene  of  carnage,  battered  the  hills  whence  the  Boers, 
safely  hidden,  were  pouring  a  horrible  fusilade  upon  the  persevering, 
dauntless  Grenadiers.  These  remained  for  hours  returning  the  fire 
of  the  enemy,  in  a  position  of  unparalleled  peril,  until  the  order  came 
to  retire.  This  movement  was  executed  with  splendid  precision, 
but  many  were  left  upon  the  field,  and  in  the  succouring  of  them  deeds 
of  heroism  followed  each  other  with  such  rapidity  that  several  glorious 
acts  passed  unwitnessed  and  unsung.  Lieutenant  Quilter,  with 
twenty  men,  volunteered  to  rescue  the  helpless,  and  rushed  into  the 
flaming  furnace  without  arms,  and  under  the  relentless  fire  of  the 
enemy.  One  after  another  of  the  wretched  sufferers  were  hauled 
off  to  safety  by  these  gallant  deliverers,  who,  in  full  consciousness  of 
the  grim  fate  that  must  have  been  theirs  should  they  themselves 
have  dropped,  pursued  their  work  with  almost  amazing  heroism. 
Colonel  Lloyd  received  many  injuries,  and  was  also  much  scorched, 
but  continued  to  command  his  gallant  Grenadiers  till  further  wounds 
made  him  helpless.  He  might  again  have  been  wounded  where 
he  lay,  but  for  the  assistance  of  a  young  drummer  (Harries),  into 
whose  hand  a  bullet  passed  while  he  was  tending  his  commanding 
officer. 

While  the  battle  was  proceeding.  General  Rundle  received  a  com- 
munication from  Lord  Roberts  ordering  him  to  go  to  the  assistance 
of  General  Brabant,  who  also  was  in  difficulties.  It  became  neces- 
sary, therefore,  to  effect  the  retirement.  The  manoeuvre  had,  how- 
ever, produced  the  desired  effect,  for  the  Boers  had  been  somewhat 
hard  hit,  and  had  given  up  their  aggressive  operations,  leaving  the 
neighbourhood  of  Lindley  open  to  our  force.  On  Wednesday  the 
30th  General  Rundle  was  informed  that  De  Villiers,  the  Boer  Com- 
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^'^^^^^JZ^^;,^^  f  y  ^y-l^-n  had  been 
sent  to  the  late  enemy  ;hrs  in  spro^h.f^^"?^  champagne  were 
proceedings  of  Monday   he  Bocts  had  ^n  '^'''\  ''l^y^^'^'h  in  the 

their  customary  treacherous  tHcks  HZT'^'^'^J  '^^  battle  with 
they  had  flown  a  white  <h/t,t'n,.  '''"'  '?"  ^1-1^^^"'  homeste;  J 
went  forward  to  acceDt  thf^r  ^  f  ^  '^'^^  ^"'^'^^'y  ^he  scouts 
Hberally  as  a  rewarrf:rtht  coXL't'  a"'  ^'"f  ""^  ^^'^^^ 
Bntish  party  was  wounded  norta  v    m  H  1  '''  ''-''''''•  °"^  °<"  ^he 

nately.  the  iext  day  ('ruesdavrtl  /' ;;^^ffi  "°'''^':  '^''"'''^'y-  I^ortu- 
for  the  farmhouse  was  ifberjlvn  '^,^?  /"'^^^^  ^^^^'■'-  ^^serts, 
Artillery.  Nor  was  Tis  the  ;n  ^  ^ T"'^^''  ^^  '^^  -"^  «««ery  of 
Kent  Yeoman.  v^h1eoithKr'h,d"'^"'''',"'Sf  ^'^^  ^^'y-  ^  4s 
was  invited  in  to  cof^rS.  '  ssurS^'h  ^P""'^'  farmhouse,  and 
desired  to  play  the  hoste;s  thS  no  R  '^yj'^^Dutch woman,  who 
for  days.     Happily  t^ew.Vvv  "T  ''f'  ^^^"  ''^^'  the  place 

turned^o  ride^off  than  he  L J     "f "  /"^"Z"^'  '■^'"  '^^  had  no  sooner 
Boers  who  had  l^^e-Satdy  rusfi^^^  ^'^"^  ^  p4  ' 

him.     His  marvelirs  escine  ''^^^^  ^'°T  ?^  homestead  to  fire  at 
gro.md  .ou^.  .he  , arm  :a\Xrd:d  httve^:^  '''  "^^"^  ^^  ^•- 

wounded,  even  promising  to  end  X  '^-"^^  '^''^''''  ^°  ^he  Boer 
prisoners  of  war  ^  """"^  ^''^'"  ^"hout  considering  them 

killed  '^r.irZn,:a  ^  Am  ^''  'r^  '''^'y  °^^'-  «"^-h  were 
Grenadier  Wds-Col  p  S  nMrr^'  "fV'  — " 
Capt  C.  E.  Corkran    Lieut    fS^'  •?•'  ^^P^"  ^-  L-  Bonham, 

GuSrds-Major  F  W  RomiUy  dTS""  r''"',-  f^^  f^'^y-  ^-ts 
Captain  R^  S.  Webber.  A^?.C^^•Genera^lrndl^^^'  '^"^•■"■^^•^- 

the  "^si^^^'^.n.^'^'!  ~  -  ^icksburg  to 

near  the  Basuto  Border  on  the  T^?.;/       ^^^  ^"^^^fed  the  enemy 

In  spite  of  General  RunHI.'c^'^'  ^"^  V  ^^'"  ^ghting.        ^ 

(Irish)  Imperial  SLiryol^htT''"'''  ^^V'  ?^  '^^'^  ^^"-'•°n 

t^'.en.   had    a  most   disaslroCs   i^    ^""^'u" '^^"'^  ^'-^^  ""^er- 

number    of    Boers    neir    Mndl.  '^[  '""''   ^"   overwhelming 

battalion,   as  we   know     was  Sk^;;    '^"  u^'^'    °^   ^^^^y-       Thif 

stad  to   Lindley,   and  t'emoora    v  ^?   ^  jhe    way   from    Kroon- 

Senekal.     Subs^ecuently  Te   oa  L    ^^       ^^  '^'^   operations  near 

Boers,  and  was  fled  I  surre^S  "P°"  ^  ''P^^'''^''  '"^''^^  °^ 

The  Cape  Times  gave  its  version  of  the  affair  :- 

esca';jj"caS."'ThfforL'ln""'°^  ."''°'  -''^  Trooper  Brian,  alone 

•^pragge,    and    was  comprised   of  the   Duke   of 
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ibriiige's  Own  and  the  Irish  and  Belfast  Yi 


The  Duke's  were 


I  eomani^ 
125  strong.     With  this  torcc  was  a  convoy  01  waggons,  while  tlie  scouts,  of 
whom  our  informant.  Corporal  Marks,  was  in  command,  numbered  five. 

"The  little  battalion  left  Kroonstad  on  May  25,  under  hurried  orv.ers  to 
reinforce  General  Colvile  at  Lindley  without  delay.  On  their  way  they 
captured  and  disarmed  a  troop  of  sixteen  Boers  wiiom  they  found  in 
possession  of  a  quantity  of  ammunition.  Taking  their  prisoners  with  them, 
they  hurried  on  at  full  speed,  arriving  at  Lindley  on  Sunda^,  May  27, 
about  noon.  As  they  entered  the  town  a  number  of  horsemen  were  seen 
galloping  out  at  the  other  end  in  the  direction  of  Heiibron.  Much  to  their 
disappointment  our  men  found  that  General  Colvile  had  left  at  daylight 
that  day,  after  some  severe  fighting,  for  Heiibron.  .  .  . 

"On  Wednesday  niKht,  after  the  gallant  little  band  had  been  fighting 
against  enormous  odds  for  three  days,  Colonel  Spragge  decided  to  send 
one  scout  (C.  Smith),  in  company  of  a  Kaffir  guide,  in  search  of  General 
Rundle,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Senekal,  with  an 
urgent  message  for  help.  Corporal  Marks  and  Trooper  Brian  were  instructed 
to  leave  at  the  same  time  with  a  similar  message  for  General  Colvile.  A  close 
Boer  line  had  been  drawn  round  the  position  of  the  devoted  garrison,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  pierce  the  cordon  to  reach  Heiibron.  The  scouts  left 
unarmed,  and  after  a  terrible  night  of  it,  Marks  and  Brian  got  through  the 
enemy's  lines.  The  niglit  was  bitterly  cold,  and  the  Boers  had  lighted  camp 
fires,  which  proved  serviceable  guides  to  the  two  men.  They  passed  so 
close  to  the  pickets  that  they  could  hear  them  talking  and  laughing  perfectly 
distinctly.  Taking  a  circuitous  route,  they  kept  the  Heiibron  road  some 
distance  on  their  right,  and  by  rapid  marching  reached  Colvile's  camp  at 
seven  o'clock  on  Thursday  morning.  The  message  was  delivered  to  the 
Genera],  whose  reply  was  that  he  could  do  nothing.  Unhappily,  Smith 
and  the  Kaffir  were  captured  by  Boers,  and  Smith  was  shot  on  the  spot. 

"The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  despatch  given  to  Corporal  Marks  for 
delivery  to  Colonel  Spragge  : — 

"  '  Your  message  received  7  A.M.  I  am  eighteen  mile:;  from  Lindley  and 
twenty-two  from  Heiibron,  which  latter  place  I  hope  to  reach  to-morrow. 
The  enemy  are  between  me  and  you,  and  I  cannot  send  back  supplies.  If 
you  cannot  join  me  by  road  to  Heiibron  you  must  retire  on  Kroonstad, 
living  on  the  country,  and  if  necessary,  abandoning  your  waggons. — (Signed) 
H.  E.  Colvile,  Lieutenant-General.' 

"  General  Colvile  appears  to  have  believed  that  the  little  force  could  make 
a  dash  for  it  and  cut  their  way  through  to  Kroonstad.  In  any  case,  he  did 
not  see  his  way  to  go  to  the  help  of  the  men  who  had  been  marching  to 
reinforce  himself.  Knowing  that  this  message  could  be  of  no  possible  service 
to  Colonel  Spragge,  and  realising  the  urgency  of  the  case.  Corporal  Marks 
decided  to  take  the  responsibility  of  not  wasting  time  by  returning  to  deliver 
this  message,  and  he  and  Brian  made  for  Kroonstad  as  hard  as  their  horses 
would  gallop.  About  eight  miles  north-east  of  the  town  they  learned  that 
Lord  Methuen  was  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  they  reached  his  camp  about 
half-past  four  that  afternoon  (Thursday).  Lord  Methuen  immediately  made 
preparations  to  relieve  the  plucky  little  force  in  such  hard  straits  at  Lindley, 
and  started  the  same  afternoon.  He  reached  Lindley  without  opposition 
the  same  night.     But  it  was  too  late." 
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nation  being  empty  beef  and  Eicuit^fn^'n/  °"'^  "^"'  °^  ^^'■"'^''  °«"- 
Colvile  had  left  at  davbreak  Almnl  "  '  ^ '^  ^ere  in  formed  that  General 
behind  walls  and  houses  Sd  fi^dT.?.  M  '"'^'''"'''^  '^•^^'  ''''''  ^''"^  ''  f™"' 
mile  outside  the ^.^^r^C  Snd  '''",  P'^'^^""»^"«ble  retreated  about  a 
•some  kopjes,  with  a  stream \fwn?  ^P.^'^gg^'ook  up  a  good  position  on 
waggons.*^^  Thrs  place  levdefLr?'/^  ^°f  '^''^'^'  ^"^  "'^  ^^orscs  and 
till  Thursday    a t  -^  n  m     "^  defended,  fighting  by  day  and  fortifying  by  night 

supeHoTt^'be^fs.-  ^nTrurstyt^or'-rthe'R  "^'  ^""T"^''^  '^  ^-'' ' 
and  also  brought  ud  cannon  thrru'^  ^  ^°?'^  "^^''^  '^''e^'^'  '•einforced, 
shell-fire  tellinf  drL^dfulIy  a^Tl  ort  ranY."T,""1  '1  ' Pon.-pom,'-,,Ucn  the 
madness  to  hold  out  longer  .hhIL^J'  S°'T^'  ^^''^^^^  '"'="  '^  ^0"'^  be 
eight  in  killed  and  wounded  out  oTw.^u  ?  °''"^  '"°''"  "^""  ^-=^'^"'3- 
of  the  unwounded  weTe  so  exhau  ted  th  f  r?       ^°  mVJJ""  ""  ^^«  °^<='-  ««'"<= 

where  their  gallanrenemies    '     '  ,"  -   '^'^ '"  ■-  ^ '""'"'' '"'°  ^'""'^''^■■ 

highest  credif  for    he  sSnd  th  J  .  \        ?^  """-'^onibatants  gave  them  the 

N?xt  day  Lord  Methtnarntdtft^^^^^  ."''"°''  ''^P*^'"^  P°^"'°"' 

were  set  free."  ^  '''^'^'  ^  ^P'^"^'^  ^°"=^^  "^^'^^>  and  the  vvounded 

the  change  of  place    whJeT""''''',"'"  ^"T^"  «'""8  ""i'^<>  °' 
serious   as,    n  fact,  at  that  time  it  was  not.     But  at   thi-   rmrturl 
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fore  advised    Colonel    Sprag<je   to   retire   on   the    Kroonstad    road, 
and  authorised  him,  if  necessary,  to  abandon  liis  l)aj;gage.  &c." 

Lord  Methuen,  who  at  the  time  was  on  the  n7arch  to  Kroon- 
stad, was  ordered  off,  as  we  aln^ady  know,  to  tlie  rescue.  Within 
half-an-hour  he  had  started,  and  by  lo  a.m.  on  the  2nd  of  June  he 
had  accomplished  forty-four  miles  in  twenty-five  hours.  But  his 
expedition  was  of  no  avail,  for  Spragge's  Irishmen  had  been  taken 
prisoners.  Nevertheless  having  arrived.  Lord  IMethuen  proceeded 
to  attack  the  Boers  with  vigour,  and  after  five  hours'  continuous 
hghting.  put  some  j^ooo  of  them  to  flight. 

I  he  official  list  of  prisoners  of  war  showed  22  officers  and  86-1 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men. 

Among  the  officers  were  the  following: 

I3tli  Battalion  Imperial  Yeomanry— Lieutenant-Colonel  SpraBge.  Lieii- 
tenant-Colonel  HollamI,  Captain  Robinson,  Captain  Humby,  Lieutenant 
Mitchell,  Lieutenant  Stannus,  Lieutenant  the  Earl  of  Leitrim,  Lieutenant 
Kutledge,  Lieutenant  Montgomery,  Lieutenant  Lane,  Lieutenant  Du  Prt!' 
Lieutenant  Donnelly,  Sergeant  Wright,  Sergeant  Woodhouse.  Captain  Keith 
had  been  killed  in  the  affair  of  the  29th,  when  Captain  Sir  J.  Power  was 
dangerously  wounded,  and  Captain  the  Earl  of  Longford,  Lieutenants  Stuart, 
Kobin,  and  Henson,  were  wounded  together  with  Lieutenant  Bertram  of  the 
hastern  Province  Horse  (since  dead). 

The  following  officers  were  also  wounded  on  June  i  and  2  : 

M    3rd   Battalion    Imperial    Yeomanry -Captain    L.    R.    Rdleston,    Captain 
M.  b.  Dawsany,  Lieutenant  L.  E.  Starkey. 

Soon  after  this  time  the  9th  Division  was  split  up,  owing  to  the 

necessity  of  detaching  small  forces.     Generals  Smith- Dorrien  and 

u",*^^"/^^""    °"j°'"^^  their  forces  with  that  of  General  Ian  Hamilton 

while  General  MacDonald  with  the  Highland  Brigade  acted  as  an 

independent  force,  and  General  Sir  H.  Colvile  returned  to  England.' 

,„,^  Y'^'i^  ''^■Vi"^  V^^  ^Y  ,"'•''""  ''  '"  ''"«  '"  ^"^""al  Colvile  to  repeat  the  statement 
made  by  himself  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  a  representative  of  Reuter's  Agency  —  ""'^""""^ 
t„  J,  am  -iccused  of  being:  chiefly  responsible  for  the  surrender  of  the  Yeomanry  at  Lindlev 
the  hLT?,',°^  prmiary  cause  of  this  surrender  was  the  insufficient  information  given  bV 
the  headquarters  staff  to  Colonel  Spragfre  and  myself.  Had  I  been  informed  of  Lord 
Roberts's  intentions  and  of  the  intended  movements  of  Colonel  Spragge  who  w.is  in  com 
r^reit^H  f  n  ^f "'"f"^>';  =»"d  ^ad  Colonel  Spragge  been  n,ade  acc,,[ainted'with  the  orders  I 
receiv  ed  from  Lord  Roberts,  this  disaster  would  never  have  happened.  The  following  details 
will  make  it  clear  that  the  loss  of  the  Yeomanry  was  primarily  due  to  bad  Tff  wo?k  On 
May  20  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  chief  of  the  staff  ordering  me  to  concen°  ate  mv 
w„°^n'  '^r^'^""»  °(;f'«  Highland  Brigade,  the  Eastern  Province  Horse,  a  field  buery!  and 
H»iK  ''''  ?V"^-''«  yentersburg  on  May  23,  to  leave  that  town  on  the  24th  and  to  march  to 
Heilbron,  v,a  Lmdley  arriving  at  Lindley  on  .May  26.  and  at  Heilbroi/on  the  291^  I  w.ns 
Scours  sh""'d  be  joined  at  Ventersburg  by  the  13th  Imperial  Yeomanry  and  Lovll's 

I  ■  r*^"  T'l'^'  at  Ventersburg,  finding  that  neither  the  Yeomanry  nor  the  Scouts  were  there 

IZtTw^  "'"^1  "'^'^'^f  '^f!'''^  ^^  telegraph,  but  received  no  answer  from  h"ma7the  time; 

JwfLi'  '%^Z  was  handed  to  me  more  th.-tn  a  month  later,  among  a  bundle  of  undeHverd 

feWrams,     This  telegram  was  wor.-ird  n=  follows;  '  May  24.     Yeomanry  are  so  late  they 
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Fighting  on  the  Western  Border 

FIGHTING  ON  THE  WESTERN  BORDER 
Meanwhile  Sir  Charles  Warren's  troops,  moving  from  Faber- 
spruit  some  twelve  miles  from  Douglas,  had  a  nasty  experience 
1  he  force  consisted  of  some  four  hundred  Duke  of  Edinburgh's 
Volunteers  one  and  a  half  companies  of  the  8th  Regiment  of 
Imperial  Yeomanry,  some  of  Paget's  Horse,  twenty-five  of  Warren's 
bcouts,  and  some  guns  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Artillery.     During 

wnnot  catch  you  at  Ventersburg.  You  must  march  without  them.  They  will  join  you 
later  via  Kroonstad.'  As  I  did  not  receive  the  telegram  till  the  march  was  Ler  t  Hi^  «„) 
affect  my  acfon,  but  had  I  received  it  at  the  time  it!  wording  woudhSve  led  me  to  supoSse 
S  h?s'time°'LordVoW.J°'i' ""'  "'  "^I'^^n./s  was  actually  the  case  with  LovatVsc^o^u.s! 
^L^  .r  i^  u  Roberts's  army  was  disposed  roughly  as  follows:  General  Hunter's  Divi- 
sion on  the  K.mberley-Mafeking  Railway,  Lord  Mithuen  on  the  Vaal  R  er"headquaTte  s 
and  General  Pole-Carew's  Division  on  the  Bloemfontein-Johannesburg  RailwavSralTan 
Hamilton's  column  at  Heilbron,  and  General  Rundle  and  I5rabant  to  the  sou  h -east  of  me 
It  was,  therefore,  extended  across  the  Free  State,  and  I  assumed  that  Lord  Roberts  intended 
V,".?  fw  ;„"  ''"'  '"T"^"""'  s^veeping  all  before  him  till  he  got  within  striking  disance  of  the 
t^f  iccn  fTv.^  '-^  enemy  to  extend,  and  that  he  would  then  select  one  point  for  forcin- 
the  passage  of  the  nver.     I  also  supposed  that  Heilbron,  which  is  the  head  of  a  short  line  Jf 

■^  "1l?'vTrl^''V -f  '"Pf' y  '^"PS'  ^Z'  '}"'  •^"'"'""^  '^  "^^  ^^^'.  -«  Winburg  had  been. '"'  "^ 
My  very  definite  orders,  and  the  fact  that  I  was  not  to  move  till  the  last  nossiWf. 

lioTthl't  t  w^.,"Tl''""*''^  "'^-  '^"^'"''''"^  ^•=^'^"''=^"  ""'^^  »  daj^streng  heSed  the  Tssum^ 
tion  that  I  was  taking  part   in   a  combined  movement,   in  which  great  exactitude   m 

I  n"rH  p""."^'°k''^  *'■"«  '»b'«  is.  of  course,  of  the  utmost  importance  I  fa  elegrar^whic 
Lord  Roberts  had  sent  to  General  Hamilton  a  short  time  before  on  a  simi  ar  occTsion  he 
^ffi.  ri  '"■"f''  °!i^™  'J^^  •'"PO'-tance  o(  columns  arriving  simultaneously  As  I  had  been 
officiany  informed  that  General  Hamilton  was  in  occupation  of  Htlbron  I  assumed  ih-i 
my  orders  to  be  there  on  the  2yth  indicated  that  that  wL  the  daron  which  Te  would  be 
re?3lr  'f^  P^''  '"^  '•'"  ^'""r^'  '*^^-^"'^^'  »"d  'h^t  ^"y  delay  on  my  part  wouTd  either 
H^nhrnn  ..n  ''"'•^  ^^"."^  u^'?}  '''e  Commander-in-Chief  s  calculations,  or^  tha  by  leaWng 
Heilbron  unoccupied  I  should  hand  over  an  important  supply  depot  to  the  enemy  I  hive 
thus  explained  why  in  no  circumstances  should  I  have  felt  myself  ustified"nd^sobev?nL^ 
r^nf.'^^"'^-'' '"''''"■'' "'^''^''J  .^""P'y  '^''"^'^  o"'  fr°'"  fi--^*  tTlait  I  now  proceed  "^ 
IndVe^'ctirUor"  '"  "■'"'  '  '"""^  ^^^"""'^'^  "''^^  ^°'°-'  Spragge's  Suhie's! 
"I  left  Ventersburg  on  May  24  as  ordered,  and  on  the  26th,  after  a  fight  outside  Lindle>- 

be  n'lven  me'"tLS\'h.Pi^^^  '"^  ["'"  TT^"  ""'  "^'  '''/"^'  "^ "'^^'n"  noliSnt  i 
n^  f?,f  V  ti      ■  '         ^^  •  '  ^''^  ''^^"  informed  of  our  occupation  of  it.     Marching  at  davlieht 
on  the  following  morning  we  crossed  the  Rhenoster  River  just  before  sunset  having  bfc 
meS     -'cTner  C!.°""^  day.andon  the  morning  of  tie  28th  I  receiVed'tfie  XSj 
HavP^fiv;.  h,    A    A  '^P'^ff^e  to  General  Colvile.      Found  no  one  in  Lindley  but  Roers 
Have  five  hundred  men,  but  only  one  day's  food.     Have  stopped  three  miles  back  oii 
Kroonstad  road.     I   want  help  to  get  out  without  great  loss.-B    .SpraggT   Lieu^nan 
Colonel,  May  27,  1900.'     I  asked  the  orderly  «ho  Colonel  Spragge  was    and  on  hearinj 
from  h.m  that  he  was  the  officer  commanding  the  Yeomanry  I^earLd  for  the  first  time  ha** 
these  troops  were  following  me.     The  statement,  which  I  have  seen  se  era!  times  reneafcc 
in  the  papers,  that  I  had  urged  the  Yeomanry  to  hurry  after  me  is  absolute^  untrup      I 

S  XTal  S'rS'  'l 'hfl^  "Tf'  "•=^^•^^■'•^7  ^^P'r'  l^as'ob't  afn;d^c!edete"r:om 
h!  Ilhmn  nt  r»  .•  i     ''j^  '^i'^^^.y  .e^P'-essed  my  views  of  the  necessity  of-  being  at 

Heilbron  at  the  time  ordered,  and  as  it  is  a  recognised  rule  of  war  that  the  lesser  must  be 

t^push  on°i5eTh.TVr"'*'  ^  ^'"."'^  '"  ^"y  -.-"-stances  have  considererh  my  duty 
Yeomanrv  Unf  in  H  ■  ^'"  I'T^*''''''  ^^^A-^"'""  ''°''^^  ^^'^  ^"'=1!'^^  the  loss  of  the 
Yeomanry.     But  in  this  case  I  had  two  additional  reasons  for  doing  so      First  that  as 

MxhS'^n,:^^^^^^^  °"  "-  Kroonstlid  "oad  I  'vas  co" 

vmctd  that  he  would  have  no  difficulty  in  mak  ng  good  his  retreat,  thoutrh  nossihiv  wlil. 
loss  as  the  colonel  himself  had  said  ;  secondly,  that  I  had  then  on  y  two  dayPs"3    00 
for  my  force  and  had  I  fought  my  way  back  I  should  not  onlv  hnve  reduced  UieHHihr 
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the  night,  a  particularly  dark  one,  the  Boers  slunk  up  in  two  parties 

hand  afdilr 'r  W '■'"^°"''^"?''  ^^T^  '^^  y^^^^^^'V  °"  ^he^ne 
hand  and  Sir  C.  Warren  s  and  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  Volunteers 

°"^^  'l  °S^'''7^'-^  quartered.  In  the  dusk  before^ dawn  these 
suddenly  blazed  out  on  the  British,  who,  like  lightning,  g"  under 
arms.  But  m  the  shock  and  uproar  of  the  first  fuarm  IhfEnelth 
horses  that  had  been  kraaled  burst  through  the  kraal  walls  and 
stampeded,  thus  mak  ng  the  scene  of  turmoil  more  intense  wS 
the  first  streak  of  daylight  the  whole  British  force  poured  shot  and 

fnrVT  '^\S^'^T  ^^^'^  '^'^  ^"^'^  had  hidden^themselves  and 
for  a  good  hour  the  troops  were  at  work  driving  the  invaders 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  camps.  The  Boers  iL  heavHy  and 
a  portion  of  the  Yeomanry  suffered  correspondingly  while  pesC 
forward  to  the  support  of  the  pickets.  Many  of  Pager's  H or"! 
were  wounded    notably  Lieutenant   Lethbridge.  whos^inLrwas 

kn!?/°".%^"^  ""^  ^^^°"'^^u°^  Edinburgh  Voiunteers  thie7w^re 
killed  and  four  wounded.     Their  gallant  Colonel-Colonel  Splnce 
tT^lr  rh   ^^i^^hile  in  act  of  giving  orders.     Major  Kelly,  Zm 
to  bir  Charles  Warren,  was  wounded  ;  Lieutenant  Patton,  A. DC 
was  shot  in  the  knee,  and    Lieutenant   Huntingdon  was   slightly 
•njured.     Many    Boers   were   wounded   and   thirteen   were   kM 
but  others  contrived  to  gallop  off  scot  free,  as  owing  Ztle^l 
Pof  ri  V  K^^  ^V-^'   ''  ^^^  impossible  to  follow  them  up      The 

The  result  ofT''  ^''^  "'^  u'"!"  HH^""^  ^'^^"^  '^'^^'V  ^^^n^ed. 
Ihe  result  of  the  engagement  had  a  decidedly  beneficial  effect  uoon 

the  rebes.  who  were  at  that  time  hesitating  on  which  side  of  ^ 
fence  to  locate  themselves. 

^  Colonel  Adye  had  also  surprised  the  enemy  and  gained  a 
victory  at  Khe.s  on  the  27th-a  victory  which  had  the^S  of 
defeating  the  plans  o    the  rebels  who  had  assembled  with^some 

o7ThJir'^^nd°^  Th'  P^-'  '"  ^°P'  ^°  ^^^^^  ^  J-^^'«"  with  oS 
hLTnf  <r/rt      A      •^''^"'"  "^^^  ^  '"'^"  °"^'  ^"d  "^any  hundred 

as  Ma^nr       A    O    ^F '°""''  T'n  ^T""'^^'  ^"'  "  ^^«   ^'^o  costly, 
as  Major  J.  A.  Orr-Ewing,  5th  Co.  Imperial  Yeomanry,  was  killed- 

^Tcn       t"-  1°  v''  ^u,^°-  l^^'"^^  ^^^'"^"•■y  '  Surgi-Capt  Dun,' 
5th  Co  ;    Lieut.  Venables,  Nesbitt's  Horse,  were  wounded;  and 

two  gallant  young  officers.  Captain  Tindall,  ist  Welsh  Regiment 
cumh^d7  r"'    Matthews,    2nd   Gloucester  Regiment,   bofh  sue! 
cumbed  to  the  severe  injuries  they  had  received 

onno.Tt.-n^f  ^^'  S'r^"'  ^^'^'  h>  engagement,   marched  without 
the^Sth  of  Jun?  Faberspruvt  to  Campbell,  which  was  reached  on 
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CHAPTER     VIII 

GENERAL  BULLER'S  ADVANCE  TO  NEWCASTLE 

I        to  north  and  west  nl   L  aS  ^j^^"'^"'^"^   ■"=  ^■'"y 

that  the  force  should  thoroughly  reluoerMe^n^       ,  ?'  "==«,^?0- 
order  h  time  to  co.onprar»  „,;,i  '^'^"P'^™^  ^"^  get  into  work  ng 

Lord  Roberts  should 'g^e   the   Jor"d  ^"t", '"'"■"'  '"'™"«  *'>'=" 
•nount  to  be  done      I'he  „„,?„,"?  ,''•      ^^^'^  ™^  "■>   immense 

^^   be,  remounted  "Ld'JiSteTrhngT:'  r^'L"/  '"fh'e  "^""^^ 

nece'ss^vl""'  •  ""=?""  ?'f  <lema^nd:d  aSS  wM?  I^Z 

Free  State  and  sweS   "he  en^v' */""  ^™"'  ""?''"«  into  the 
advance.  ^^eiung  the  enemy  s  forces   opposing   the   great 

rro^t^,tL*sligh^ch"ange/  h^d  S^ '"  ^'"■'''  i°  "'^  »-■-" 
Force,  it  become!  neces,a^,^,r-  "  P'''"'^,'"  "'^  f«"«'='l  Field 

sions  at  this  trmTunderTr^LdvSulkr -l"^'  ''"=  °'  *=  *'"- 


NATAL 


GENERAL  SIR 
SECOND  DIVISION. 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  C.  F.  Clkrv 
2nd  Brigade  (Major-General  Hamilton). 
2nd  East  Surrey. 
2nd  West  Yorks. 
2nd  Devons. 
2nd  West  Surrey. 

4th  Brigade  (Colonel  C.  D.  Cooper) 
1st  Rifle  Brigade. 
I  St  Durham  Light  Infantr\'. 
3rd  King's  Royal  Rifles, 
2nd  Scottish  Rifles  (Cameronians). 
7th,  14th,  and  66th  Field  Batteries. 

FOURTH  DIVISION. 
Lieutenant-General  Lvttklton. 
.  7th  Brigade 

(Bngadier-General  F.  W,  KitchenerV 
1st  Devon. 
1st  Gloucester. 


REDVERS  BULLER. 

1st  Manchester. 

2nd  Gordon  Highlanders. 

8th  Brigade  (Major-General  F.  Howard). 
1st  Royal  Irish  Fusiliers. 
1st  Leicester. 
1st  King's  Royal  Rifles. 
2nd  Kmg's  Royal  Rifles. 

Two  Brigade  Divisions  Royal  Artillery. 
13th,  67th,  69th  Field  Batteries 
2 1st,  42nd,  S3rd  Field  Batteries. 

FIFTH  DIVISION. 
Lieutenant-General  H.  J.  T.  Hildvard. 
loth  Brigade  (Major-General  J.  T.  Coke). 
2nd  Dorset. 
2nd  Middlesex. 
1st  Royal  Inniskilling  Fusiliers. 
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I  »h  Brigade  (Majoi-Gcneral  A.  S.  Wynne). 

ind  Royal  Lancaster. 

2nd  Lancashire  Fusiliers. 

1st  .South  Lancashire. 

1st  York  and  Lancaster. 

igih,  28th,  and  78th  Field  Daiteries. 

Corps  Troops. 

2nd  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers. 

2nd  Rifle  Brigade. 

1st  Kind's  Liverpool. 

Imperial  Light  Infantry. 

6ist  Field  Battery  (Howitzers), 

Two  Nordenfelts  (taken  from  the  Boers). 

Natal  Battery  9-pounders. 

Fourteen  naval  12-pounder  quick-firers. 

4th  .Mountain  Battery. 

roth  Mountain  Battery,  two  guns. 

Four  4.7  naval  guns. 

Naval  6-in.  gun. 

Part  of  Siege  Train. 

CAVALRY  DIVISION. 

1st  Brigade 
(Major-General  J.  F.  Burn  Murdoch). 


2nd  Brigade 
(Major-General  J.  F".  Brocklehurst). 

3rd  Brigade 
(Major-General  the  Earl  of  Dundonald). 
5th  Dragoon  Guards. 
1st  Royal  Dragoons. 
5th  LaiiCers. 
13th  Hussars. 
1 8th  Hussars. 
19th  Hussars. 

A  Battery  Royal  Horse  Artillery. 
South  African  Light  Horse, 
I'horneycroft's  Mounted  Infantry, 
Bethune's  Mounted  Infantry, 
Natal  Carabineers. 
Natal  Mounted  Rifles 
Border  Mounted  Rifles. 
Umvoti  Mounted  Rifles. 
Natal  Police. 
Colt  Battery. 

ZULULAND. 
Addison's  Colonial  Scouts. 


For  some  weeks  it  appeared  as  though  no  move  were  con- 
templated ;  but  on  the  7th  of  May  the  machinery  began  to  revolve. 
General  Clery's  Division  proceeded  from  Ladysmith  to  Modder 
Spruit,  while  Lord  Dundonald  and  General  Dartnell  also  prepared  to 
move  their  troops  out  of  camp  at  Bug's  Farm,  Lord  Roberts  at  this 
time  had  reached  a  point  in  the  Free  State  level  with  Ladysmith, 
and  Sir  Redvers  Duller  thus  became  included  in  the  scheme  of 
advance,  and  was  able  to  act  in  conjunction  with  him.  The  Boers, 
numbering  some  7000  or  8000,  were  swarming  on  the  Biggarsberg 
range,  having  prepared  entrenchments  on  all  points  commanding 
the  road  from  Ladysmith  to  the  Transvaal  and  as  far  as  Help- 
makaar.  They  knew  well  by  experience,  however,  the  discomforts 
attendant  on  their  position,  for  their  only  clear  way  of  escape  was  by 
Laing's  Nek — the  passes  over  the  Drakensberg  on  the  west,  and 
Zululand  on  the  east  being  now  closed  to  them. 

On  the  nth  of  May  activities  began.  Dundonald's  Cavalry 
Brigade  and  Clery's  Infantry  Division  were  assembled  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Sunday  River  Drift  south  .T  Elandslaagte.  The 
General's  plan  was  to  post  his  left  at  Elandslaagte  and  swing  his 
right  flank  round  by  Helpmakaar  and  crumple  the  Boers  up  towards 
Dundee. 

On  the  1 2th  Sir  Redvers  Buller,  with  the  right  column,  moved 
towards  Helpmakaar,  following  the  same  route  as  that  taken  by 
General  Yule  in  his  famous  retreat    from    Glencoe,  while  General 

)himn)  made  a  demonstration  by  crossing 
nd  Lyttelton's  Division  (the 


centra 
,  near 
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l:|^s^^  the 

ominous  and  threatening  abou?1-.ftern'^^„;i,:st'hX^^^^  ^"' 

named  Edward  BigL  wh^?  gTr^^"-^""^""  ^"^''^hman. 
Boers  against  Dingffn  Of  theVr^^^f  ^°"^^'  "'^^  ^y  ^'^^  ^ith  the 
writer  said  :  •■  BeSs  h^Lj^Xf  ?"^^  '"  '^°'^  ^^y«  ^  ^atalian 
the  Drakensberg.  mt'ica  ;^te  tc  "bu\^ll^^  °f 

residing  in  it.  it  consists  of^ wo  TonL  lines  SpI^^  the  natives 

great  ravines  abounding  in  roman  ?.        J^    elevation,  divided  by 

great  Pointed  peaks  towfrilto3'  thf^''  ^''fy  T'^P^'^''  «"'' 
veritable  mountain  forrs!-^  ''^^"'  '"  ^^"^^^''^  f^'-'"^' 

'Which  like  the  giants  stand 
lo  sentinel  enchanted  land." 

earth's  depths,  unknotn^o  hu«arch"'^"  P'""=  ""^^^  "'^'i-  '" 
wards  JLTunctlroVtKS  fS:'^ ^°"K  ^""  -""'.«,.  .„. 

taken,  as  .his-a''S;IS;^hm1ir,''"""''°'^'«<'  '"^ 
thirty  miles-was  telminir  whh    ,h.  "'."  ™""''  °f  some 

Biggarsberg  it  wasXli'rf  d  syrtLr'The"'  ?  ""^ 
resumed  the  whoe  day  under  menarr,,r  ,k  ,  "'^'^^  ""^ 

vulture-like,  in  the  distant  hXu        5       the  enemy,  who  hovered, 

the  plains.  attTckt^gtd  ItS's^me  Tt't  ^^l" °°"  '^^  ™«" 
also   succeeded  in  taking  „,-^     ™,  ""^ '''^  ^""s'' PMrols.    Thev 

Light  HoS  Austrat^!  fa  l°v"?l.f  "'n  "'  .*^  ^outh  AfricaJ 
in  their  khark  disgufeeL  fr  endi  wVl  '^^°'  """='' "«  "'^  <-'™y 
arms.     By  niohtfal  the  ,^1       '         "^  unsuspectingly  imo  their 

with  the  u:'z:^;i:Tz:z^tT&  ^■=™-'''^  •'"- 
with^-tiu^rtith^^rLrrd'-r'^ "  -  °f  '^'  ---s 

wokeup.sptfo„rsottuntrlfi^,t-^^^ 


Silence.     The  Mounted 
Artillery,  had  moved  on 


some  four  times 
Brigades,  i 
beforehand 
^73 


and  reduced  the  Dutchmen  to 

tA  ^^^^'y  o*"  Royal  Horse 
and  by  the  time  the  passage  at 
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arms  between  the  big  guns  was  in  full  swing,  they  and  the  trans- 
port were  safely  in  a  place  of  shelter.  The  Mounted  Infantry  and 
the  2nd  Brigade,  under  General  Hamilton,  then  engaged  in  the 
herculean  task  of  getting  up  the  rugged  steeps  of  the  Biggarsbercr. 
and  there,  securing  a  nek  which  was  the  key  to  the  summit, 
prevented  the  enemy  from  attempting  to  waylay  the  advancin*^ 
army.  On  the  ridges  taken  by  General  Hamilton  were  formidable 
trenches  prepared  for  defence,  which  could  now  serve  the  foe  no 
longer. 

While  this  flanking  process  was  taking  place.  Colonel  Bethune, 
with  his  composite  force  of  Mounted  Infantry,  was  co-operatino-  in 
the  direction  of  Helpmakaar,  thus  threatening  the  Boers'  left  flank, 
and  rendering  their  position  at  Helpmakaar  distinctly  uncomfortable! 
The  guns  on  both  sides  worked  furiously— those  of  the  Boers  with 
poor  success ;  and  at  dusk,  when  the  troops  bivouacked,  there  was 
reason  to  hope  that  by  morning  the  region  of  Helpmakaar  would  be 
purged  of  the  enemy.     And  ^o  it  proved, 

With  the  dawn  of  day  it  was  dis«.overed  that  the  Dutchmen 
were  m  full  retreat  towards  Dundee,  pursued  by  the  cavalry.  But 
the  enemy  were  covered  in  their  retreat  by  some  1500  Boers,  whose 
tactics  were  excellent.  Each  section  as  it  fell  back  set  fire  to  the 
grass,  thus  drawing  a  veil  of  smoke  between  them  and  Dundonald's 
men,  and  intercepting  the  rush  of  the  pursuers,  who  more  than  once 
were  almost  within  a  lance-length  of  them.  They  succeeded  in 
getting  clear  away,  in  spite  of  the  magnificent  dash  of  the  pursuit, 
which  covered  some  forty  miles.  Then,  having  secured  some  kops, 
they  made  sufficient  stand  to  check  our  advance  through  the  ripplino- 
sea  of  flame  made  by  the  veldt  fires,  while  their  main  body  vanishecf 
leaving  open  the  road  to  Dundee. 

The  Boers,  finding  themselves  outflanked,  decided  to  make  no 
stand,  either  at  Dundee  or  Glencoe,  and  both  these  places,  of  now 
historical  interest,  were  occupied  in  the  course  of  the  15th,  and  the 
i6th  was  spent  in  resting  after  the  fatigues  of  the  preceding  days. 
Dundee  was  a  sad  and  deserted-looking  place.  Though  the  coal- 
mines were  untouched,  its  houses  were  denuded  of  furniture,  and 
bore  evidences  of  Boer  occupation  and  Boer  mischief.  Wall 
papers  hung  in  shreds,  doors  were  unhinged  and  broken,  windows 
were  merely  gaps,  and  the  word  dilapidation  was  marked  every- 
where. The  inhabitants,  such  few  as  remained,  gave  the  troops  a 
cordial  welcome. 

On  Thursday  the  17th  the  force  was  again  up  and  doing,  the 
earliest  birds  being  the  Mounted  Infantry.  They  journeyed  along 
towards  Dannhauser  Station,  midway  between  Dundee  and  New- 
castle. On  the  afternoon  of  the  i8th  the  troops  swarmed  into  the 
pleasing  green-girt  town  of  Newcastle,  after  a  long  and  fatiguing 
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mrrji'll""^  r  ^T^^^^^^^^^  P'^''".  devilishly  prepared  by  the  de- 
clad 'fe^Inr  7o^  ""rr  °'^^°"'"S  "P  ^'^^  adVnce  of  th'e  kharkl 
cheers  areeted-^Z^  we  come  was  writ  on  every  face,  and  hearty 
cneers  greeted  the  arrival  of  the  army.      Sir  Redvers  Buller   was 
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J.  Baittoloiin.Tv  X  Co. 


presented  with  a  banner  which  had  been  secretly  worked  bv  rh. 
ladies  of  the  locality  in  anticipation  of  his  coming^  The  town  th^^ 
found  had  been  rechristened   Viljoensdorp   by  the    Boers    "hose 
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labours  there  had  also  been  anticipatory.  They  had  destroyed  the 
large  water-tanks  for  supplying  the  engines  at  Glencoe,  Dannhauser, 
and  Newcastle,  but  the  inconveniences  were  merely  temporary,  and 
repairs  were  actively  set  on  foot.  Report  came  in  that  the  Dutch- 
men were  full  of  activity,  swarming  in  the  direction  of  the  famous 
Laing's  Nek  and  Majuba  Hill,  therefore  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday 
the  19th,  Lord  Uundonald,  with  naval  guns,  went  ahead  to  un- 
earth them.  They,  howevjr,  remained  buried  wherever  they  were, 
and  the  desperately  -  fatigued  men  and  horses  of  the  Mounted 
Brigades  returned  towards  Ingogo  Station,  while  some  of  the  troops 
encamped  on  the  battlefield.  But  their  fatigues  or  its  grievous 
memories  scarcely  damped  their  spirits,  for  they  were  on  the  con- 
fines cf  the  Transvaal,  and  Pretoria,  the  land  of  promise,  seemed 
near  at  hand. 

Sir  Redvers  Buller  forthwith  issued  the  following  proclamation  : — 

"  The  troops  of  Queen  Victoria  are  now  passing  tlirough  the  Transvaal. 
Her  Majesty  does  not  make  war  on  individual^,  but  is,  on  the  contrary,  anxious 
to  spare  them,  as  far  as  may  be  possible,  the  horrors  of  war.  The  quarrel 
England  hfs  is  with  the  Government  and  not  with  the  people  of  the  Transvaal. 
Provided  they  remain  neutral  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  interfere  with  persons 
living  near  the  line  of  march,  every  possible  protection  will  be  given  them,  and 
any  of  tlieir  property  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  take  will  be  paid  for.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  those  who  are  thus  allowed  to  remain  near  the  line  of  march 
must  respect  and  maintain  their  neutrality,  and  residents  of  any  locality  will  be 
held  responsible  both  in  persons  and  property  if  any  damage  is  done  to  the 
railway  or  telegraph,  or  if  any  violence  is  done  to  any  member  of  the  British 
forces  in  the  vicinity  of  their  homes." 

On  this,  many  Natal  Dutch  gave  themselves  up  and  others  were 
captured,  but  it  was  again  observed  that  those  farmers  who  tendered 
their  submission  tendered  with  it,  not  Mausers,  but  other  weapons  of 
n-.  jre  ancient  pattern. 

Affairs  at  this  time  were  going  on  most  satisfactorily,  the  troops, 
after  a  1 20-mile  march,  accomplished  in  nine  days,  including  a  day's 
halt  and  two  days'  fighting,  had  almost  cleared  Natal  of  the  invaders, 
and  were  in  possession  of  the  country  from  Van  Reenan's  Pass  to 
the  Buffalo  River.  A  message  of  congratulation  on  their  efforts 
was  received  from  the  Queen,  and  the  General  expressed  his  satis- 
faction at  the  successful  work  accomplished.  One  unfortunate  affair 
damped  the  spirits  of  the  advancing  army. 

On  the  17th,  Colonel  Bethune  was  detached,  with  about 
500  men,  from  Dundee.  His  column  consisted  of  five  squadrons 
of  mounted  infantry,  two  Hotchkiss  and  two  Maxim  guns.  His 
instructions  were  to  show  his  force  in  N'qutu,  in  the  centre  of 
British  Zululand  (to  which  a  magistrate  and  civil  establishment 
were   about   to    return),    and    afterwards   to    rejoin    Sir    Redvers 

176 


destroyed  the 
:,  Dannhauser. 
emporary,  antl 
lat  the  Uutch- 
of  the  famous 
Dn  of  Saturday 
ahead  to  un- 
ver  they  were, 
the  Mounted 
e  of  the  troops 
r  its  grievous 
•e  on  the  con- 
omise,  seemed 

oclamation  : — 

1  the  Transvaal. 
:ontrary,  anxious 
ar.  The  quarrel 
of  the  Transvaal, 
fere  with  persons 
given  them,  and 
;  paid  for.  But, 
the  line  of  march 
ly  locality  will  be 
;e  is  done  to  the 
)er  of  the  British 


nd  others  were 
i  who  tendered 
her  weapons  of 

ily,  the  troops, 
eluding  a  day's 
jf  the  invaders, 
snan's  Pass  to 
n  their  efforts 
issed  his  satis- 
fortunate  affair 

i,    with   about 

five  squadrons 

m  guns.     His 

the  centre   of 

establishment 

Sir    Redvers 


!i!l 


r\ 


)  1 


General  Buller's  Advance  to  Newcastle 

Uuller   at    Newcastle       Th  i 

Uethune  moved  towards  Ncwcastiron'^'r  ^""Tll"^'  ^"'^  Colonel 
due  north  of  the  road  whS  teids  to  T.  '°l^  ^^^^Y'  ^'^  ""''y^'^^ 
north-west  of  Vryheid  the  IWr  ^['^^^^-     About  six  miles 

that  abounds  in  tCneliuIoorii'V^"'^^"^.'"  ^'^^  '^''^'^  «hrub 
of  Mounted   Infantr^  which  h^n;'''      ^^^^^^^  that  K  squadron 
before  dark  set  in.  suffered  sever.V"'p  ^''^"^^  ""  '^^'^  Vryheid 
the  outline  of  whicrwas  as  fXJrTh     R  "''^^"^  ^°  ^^"  ^"^ '^^''-' 
troopers  approaching  than  thc^  ZL]  r       °'u'."?  '"°"'^'-  «^^-  the 
surrounded  them.     Cap'a  „  C^.iTS  i^"'  ^^e.r  hiding-place  and 
commanding  the  squadrds^l^n^\  ^r«^^°°"  ^T"^'^'   "^^^  ^^^ 
stand,  but  the  Boers  poired  ■    vo^I.v         i/"""  -^"^  '"^'^^  ^  ^^'i^nt 
of  the  horses  and  man^y  of  the  men^  The  c'"*  '"^r^"^^'"^^  '""'^^ 
shot  dead.     Still  the  party  continued  fn   "^"/"^^"'''"g  "^cer  was 
enemy  till,  ammunition  ruL-n^  short    rh    T'^  '°  ''^^  ^""^  °^  »he 
soon  be  unavailing.    Meanwl  il?  ^hT'      "'^r  """T  ■"^'^'''^^nce  would 
The  Boers  had  set  tl  e  cZ     r^'^"  t'^'^^'^^l"'^^^'^  ^vas  horrible, 
smoke  of  it  were  able  to  L  ^if,  Tn,n"''?  ''  ^^T'  ^"'^  ^^^ind  the 
force.     The  rest  of  the  column  h       hT''\  ^'  '^"^  '^"'P^^««  ^--it'^h 
the  disaster,  but  what  uJ  h    1.  c  Ll.     '"'1  '"^^/^^  '^^  «^^"«  ^^ 
grass,  the  suffocating  clouds  of  ^ntntl"^  ?'T  ?^  ^'^^   ^amboyant 
of  the  gloaming.  Cdonel    BethunT^l '  ""f  '^^  <i^<^mi^e  darkness 
quarters  lest   hi    should    injure    h..  1   "    T  T^""    ^'"^  ^'  ^^^os^' 
Gallantly  the  men  of  D  ^ad  on   d^h  t''^^    r"^"^^'^  ^°'-^-- 
rescuedfrom  thence  such  trooDersT/'^i'"^?.'^^^   '"^''^^'   ^"^ 
who  gave  his  horse  to  an    nkfred  ^roon''"'''''     V""'""^'"  ^apell. 
Lord  De  la  Warr,  while  "oni  to  th?^r''V''f  '"K^"  Prisoner,  and 
injured  in  the  leg.  "    ^  ^°  ^^"^  '^^'^^  "^  another,  was  slightly 

inte":^:i:^Lf7,;;;^^s::f""  ^  ''^  o..^/ a^..  an 

was  acting  as  aide-de-camp  to  SonelBed.ut'  "f  "^'"^  ,^^^y-  "^ 
take  messages  to  the  caotain^rTf  P  i  r.  ^'/'"'^  ^^^  directed  to 
of  the  fight.^  His  in'trucC  s  wer?  t  ?  'T'^'^'"''  '"  ^^e  thickest 
he  cam?  upon  the  scene  efouTKtht''F'''  '^T  '°  '^'''''''  ^^'  ^^en 
tically  surrounded.  He  w  xs  ab ll  hn  ^^"^'''•°"  ."'^s  already  prac- 
Captain  Ford  of  D  squadron ^nH  T^""^"'  '°  '^^^'^^•-  h'"  o^der  to 
Bethune  through  a  helvv  fire  In  l.'n  '• '  °"k  ^^  '■^^"'•"  '«  Colonel 
■Cooper,  of  Durban.  Mng  woun ded^fn  S"^  ^'^'^  ^l  '^^  trooper 
blazing.    The  flames  wefe  Sallv  ll'^  ?P-''  '"^'^^  ^^^  ^^en 

wounded  man.  who  was  unab  fto  m^T    A^ho'-Kr.^  ^T"""^^  ^^^ 
mmutes  was  certain   nnl^cc  "^ove.     A  horrible  death  fn  a  few 

Dela  Warr  instidi  So,  .T"'  '°"'^  ^^  ■"^"^^'"^d  him.  FaH 
was  in  the  aa^^^e&the  mfn'XT  ''""^'^  ^^^  ^'"°'^^'  -^ 
about  twenty  Boers,  who  fired  at  hfm  t  7"  ^"^""'"^  "P°"  ^^X 
wounded,  though  not  severelv  and  tTr  '  ''°'!,  '■^"^^-  "^  ^«s 
VOL.  V.         ^  ^"^^'^'y-  ^"°  J"s^  managed  to    Irag  himself 
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away  from  the  burning  grass.     His  horse  had  bolted,  and  he  was 
only  rescut^d  when  he  had  practically  given  up  all  hope. 

The  following  casualties  among  officers  occurred  :    Killed— 3rc 
Dragoon    Guards,   Captain   W.    E.    U.  Goff;    Hethune's   Mounted 
Infantry.  Lieutenant  H.  W.  Lanham  and  Lieutenant  W  McLachlan. 
Wounded-Bethunc's  Mounted  Infantry.  Captam  Larl  Ue  la  Warr 
and  Lieutenant  De  Lasalle.    Missing— liethunes  Mounted  Infantry. 

Lieutenant  A.  II.  Capcll.  i  /-  i       i 

The  whole  of  the  wounded  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  Colonel 
Bethune  had  no  resource  but  to  retire  on  N'qutu.  „  .  .  . 

The   Boers   were    falling   back  from   '  atal.  and  the   British  at 
this  date   were   in    possession  of  Christiana,   Kroonstad,   Lmdley. 
and  Newcastle.     Thus,  it  will  be  seen,  we  were  sweeping  up.  like  an 
incomincr  tide,  from  all  quarters.     Sir  Redvers  BuUer  now  halted  to 
concentrate  his  army,  collect  supplies,  and  repair  the  rail   in  order 
that  his  next  move  should  be  both  rapid  and  effective.     1  hat  being 
the  case,  his  programme  for  the  celebration  of  the  Queen  s  Birthday 
took  an  unique  form.     The  General  decided  that  the  men  should 
spend  "a  record  day"  in  repairing  the  rail.     This  they  did  with  a 
will.  as.  indeed,  they  did  all  things  at  the  behest  of  their  much- 
respected  chief.     Repairs  on  all  sides  were  prosecuted  with  ardour, 
the  railway  engineering  staff  working  away  at  bridging  operations 
on  the  Ingagane  River  at  Waschbank.  till,  by  the  28th.  the  line  was 
clear  to  Newcastle.    To  clear  the  right  Hank  Generals  Hildyard  and 
Lyttelton  had  been  directed  to   Utrecht  and  Vryheid  respectively, 
and  the  month  closed  with  the  entry  into  Utrecht,  the  first    1  rans- 
vaal  town  to  be  taken  by  the  Natal  Field  Force.    In  the  skirmishing 
which  occurred,  Captain  St.  John  and  Lieutenant  Pearse  had  their 
horses  shot  under  them,  and  Lieutenant  Thompson  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.     The  town,  however, 
was  not  really  occupied  till  some  weeks  later.  ,.  1    j  r-  1 

Their  part  of  the  strategical  programme  accomplished,  (general 
Hildyard's  Division  left  for  Ingogo,  while  that  of  General  Lyttelton 
marched  to  Coetzes  Drift,  due  east  of  Ingogo  for  the  purpose 
of  clearing  the  country  between  Vryheid  and  Wakkerstroom. 
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CHAPTER    IX 

THE  INTERREGNUM   AT   PRETORIA 

Will  LE  vveniendous  exLitemait  was  convulsing  Joiian- 
u  sburfc,^    Pretoria  was  simmering.     The  popula  e 
>>  ».  trcKking  away  towards  the  Lydenburg  Moun- 
.^'us,     ..ie.r    ox-carts    rumbling   incessantly    along 
.   tb  .  streets,  while  a  stream  of  Dutchmen   niotlev  of 
habit  and  ol  mien,  moved  out  belure  the  rumour  ,.1      ?.  '■  ^       ^- 
army.    They  had  decided  that.  thou^HMlL  S      o   on.^^rr'^lT 
to  resist,  they  could  still  retain  the  ^bility'^o'aSllo"    M^^K^uge; 

H^^Jr^dTth;-;^^^^ 

K'old  .n  bars  was  pled  reckfesiy^nlo  wlBtcvcTel.fcks  could  be 

We  Ae  pI  ^fV'",'  ;■"=  'Pf  "=  ^'"PP"''  ""  >»"■•"  'I-  .ran  which 
ijore  the   President   from   the   scene  nf  liic  r«ili.. 

With  him  went  a  good  many  ofX  Brfti  ^pHs  err\ZfgirmTnv 
more  stoutly  resisted  the  order  for  remo^.al  and  showed  figl7  S 
a  titude  betokened  a  general  uproar,  the  story  of  whfch  mav  be 
gleaned  from  the  accounts  of  various  officers  who  lived  tT^rou^h 
days  of  tension  which  coming  atop  of  a  long  experience  of  S 
ceration,  seemed  to   them    like   son,e    hideous    n'ighu.'are    of    tt.e 

An  officer,  who  had  been  captured  by  the  Boers  while  in  the 
hospital  at  Dundee  after  the  retreat  of  General  Yule,  described    he 
circumstances  connected  with  the  threatened  commotion  !^ 
H;»v  th^T'''         ^^^/''""f-  when  Wood,  of  Standard   Bank,  and 
Hay,  the  American  Consul,  came  in  with  two   Hollanders      Their 

ouf.'  wT'T  T  '•  ^^'  T  ^°  ^^"^  ""^'-'^  '-  the  5000  odd  men 
that  IWran/rt  "c"  ^^^''^^^-^'"g  '^  ^reak  out.  It  transp^  eS 
that  Kruger  and  the  Government  were  '  clearing '  (the  report  said 
.n  ambulance  carts V  ^  The  town  was  in  a  state  of^chaos'  Sin^  md 
nvlndL"n?  ^""^^^^'f'^  ^^^^  expected  next  n.orning.  The^con"- 
mandant-a  Hollander,  and  not  a  bad  chap  in  spite  of  it-then 
came  m  and  announced  that  the  British  scouts  were  wihin  six 
miles  of  Pretoria,  and  that  he  e-n-rtrrl   '»--n-    ;,  t     r  Vt      ■ 

mnrnin^     u  -  "Id.  i!c  e.-pv.cicd   iiicni   III  OH  ihc  fo  lowiny 

Tffirl^     u^  ^PP'^'^"^  '°  "'  ?'  '°'^'^'''^'  '-""d  ^'^ked  us  not  to  make  k 
difficult  for  him  to  carry  out  his  duty  till  the  end.     Well  we  were 
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in  such  good  spirits  that  we  gave  him  three  cheers.     Then  Colonel 

H got  up  and  called  for  three  cheers  for  Wood  and  Hay,  who 

have  done  so  much  for  our  men  at  Waterval.  If  it  had  not  been 
for  these  two,  and  for  subscriptions  in  the  town  and  from  us,  the 
men  would  have  been  absolutely  neglected.  For  though  the  Boer 
authorities  took  all  the  credit  for  what  was  done,  they  did  nothing, 
discouraging  all  efforts,  and  treating  with  suspicion  any  one  who 
stirred  in  the  m  itter.  At  one  time  the  hospital  almost  broke  down 
for  want  of  funds.  Well,  we  gave  them  a  tremendous  ovation,  and 
then  sang  '  For  he's  a  jolly  good  fellow '  over  and  over  again. 
Then  we  struck  up  '  God  save  the  Queen.'  You  never  heard  it 
sung  as  it  was!  It  had  been  forbidden  for  nearly  eight  months. 
For  the  first  Sunday  when  it  was  sung  they  took  away  the  organ, 
and  made  themselves  objectionable  in  many  small  ways.  We  had 
only  once  before  sung  it — on  the  Queen's  birthday.  .  .  . 

"  About  twenty-five  officers  went  off  after  dinner  to  keep  the  men 
in  order.  Waterval  is  about  ten  miles  from  here.  If  this  step  had 
had  not  been  taken  there  is  no  saying  what  might  have  happened. 
The  men  had  heard  the  booming  of  guns  all  day,  in  the  direction  of 
Johannesburg,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  when  the  Boers 
tried  to  move  them  they  flatly  refused  to  budge.  There  are 
Maxims  at  each  corner,  and  the  loss  of  life  would  have  been  very 
great.  But  the  Boers  gave  in.  What  might  have  happened  if  the 
men  got  loose  in  the  town,  after  so  much  privation  and  such  hard- 
ships, can  be  imagined,  but  the  sending  of  officers  should  alter  all 
things." 

Naturally,  at  this  time,  the  officers,  who  were  prisoners,  were 
bursting  with  excitement.  On  the  3rd,  guns,  about  ten  or  twelve 
miles  to  south  and  south-west,  were  heard,  and  on  the  4th,  early, 
shells  from  British  guns  crashed  on  the  ridge  of  hills  south  of  the 
town — the  first  shots  being  fired  at  a  redoubt  behind  the  Artillery 
Barracks  in  Pretoria.  Soon,  to  their  delight,  this  was  cleared  of 
Boers,  and  subsequently  two  big  forts  on  either  side  of  the  gorge 
in  which  is  the  railway  then  received  attention.  Three  lyddite 
shells  from  the  howitzer  batteries  were  placed  in  the  western  fort, 
and  a  fierce  and  continuous  fire  from  the  4.7  naval  gun  was 
concentrated  on  the  railway  station,  and  though  the  place  remained 
intact  the  moral  effect  of  the  attack  was  sufficient  to  clear  the 
courr^e.  Before  dusk,  more  lyddite  and  shrapnel  were  concentrated 
on  the  huge  hill  south  of  Pretoria,  and  on  part  of  the  main  ridge 
which_  had  been  shelled  all  day.  The  prisoners,  acutely  listening 
in  their  "  lird  cage,"  fancied  they  heard  in  the  distance  a  British 
cheer,  and  confidently  went  to  rest  calculating  on  the  morrow's 
freedom,  At  i  a.m.,  however,  they  were  awakened.  The 
commandant  declared  that  he  had   received   orders   from    Botha, 
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and  they  must  at  once  pack  and  trek  outside  the  tovvii-as  the  town 
was  to  be  defended  and  was  therefore  unsafe.  Wa'gons  were 
UvS^hT  h7u   '^'^  ^'' '  "!!^  '^!  S""''^'  "^"-"y  numbering  about 

IrJ^^ed  loers  and  Hnlf"T  '^''"  ^°"^^.^^  '"  ""^  ^^^'^  °"^  ^^""dred 
fesTofficers  "°"^"'Je'-s  were  w.umg  to  escort   125  defence- 

sulte^d^^^'h' w^^f'  ^""^f  ^'■^'"^'■y'  '^'  '^^''^'  Fi^oner,  was  con- 
sulted. It  was  known  that  once  moved,  chance  of  release  would  he 
uncertam  ;  and  the  colonel  with  his  brother  officers  decided  to  adopt 
a  pohcy  of  passive  resistance.  They  parleyed  ;  they  a^ued  the 
.mpossibihty  of  removal  at  so  shor   notice.     They  demanded  what 

This  tL"offir"'f-  7^'  -— dant  declared' they  musfwjk 
Ihis  the  officers  refused  to  do.  Colonels  never  walked  thev  said 
Cavalry  and  field  officers  must  be  provided  with  horses  to  ride  '  And 
agam  m  the  matter  of  food-how  about  that.i*  Thus  arguing  the 
commandant  was  detained  about  an  hour  and  a  haH" ;  bT  sill  he 
dedared  he  had  come  to  do  a  duty,  and  do  it  he  must.  The  policy 
of  passive  resistance  having  run  to  its  extreme  limits,  the  coCels 
decided  to  place  the  commandant  under  arrest-to  detain  him  in  the 

to  ouf  in  h- "''  '"  '"'^'^-  ^^'  f -'stant-commandan;  who  a  Hved 
to     put  in  his  oar.     was  prompt  y  "  bagged  "  also      At  ,^c   *!/ 

aTalS  "Ldt  ""'"  TUcomnfn/antwTs  remind  ^i 
an  agreement  had  been  practically  entered  into  with  the  Transva-,1 
Government  that  the  men  at  Waterval  should  be  kept  quret  on 
condition    that    they   were   not    moved,   and    that    the^  Transva  ^^ 

P  o?  h\nr  r  t  rSel  ^-^d^'  J^Ho^^  ^ 
Sfg-^hrttt^--  ''-   ''-'  andTe  S^^wen^LTd 

Churchdl  galloped  to  the  prison  and  told  the  prisoners  they  were 

luard  Ja,  r'°"'!?  '-f '"^  ^"'^  ^^^"^^^  themselves  hoarse.'  The 
guard  was  disarmed  without  a  murmur,  and  the  prisoners'  servants 
placed   to  do  duty  in   their  stead,  an  arrangement  which  afforded 

vaTthTresuT:;?  m  'f  '"'"'^  f '•^'^^^'^"  ^^^  ^^ole  slSn 
were  not  a  li  le  at.T^  successful  piece  of  bluff,  and  the  officers 
brouXahn  ,r  /]  "^  ""'''  "^^  ^""^'^''^  ^^  diplomacy  which  had 

i8r 


The  Transvaal  War 

An   officer  related  his  experiences  on  the  momentous  4th  and 
5th  of  June: — 

iir    '1^"    Monday  morning,  9   a.m.,  guns  were   heard  quite  close. 

VVe  knew  the  Boers,  15,000  strong,  had  taken  up  a  position  about 

SIX  miles  out,  and  it  was  said  they  had  solemnly  sworn  to  die  or 

win.     About  10  a.m.  we  saw  a  shell  burst  over  the  hill  to  the  south 

close  to  one  of  the  forts.     Then  shrapnel  after  shrapnel  was  landed 

just  over  the  fort  and  all  along  the  crest  line,  about  four  miles  away 

from  us.     Then  some  larger  gun  placed  a  lyddite  close  to  the  big 

fort,  sending    up  an  enormous  column  of  red  dust  and    making  a 

huge  report.     It  was  a  grand  sight.     It  went  on  all  day,  and  we  sat 

there  in  deck   chairs   watching.     We  could   see   very  few    Boers 

about.     About  3  p.m.  we  saw  the  balloon,  about  fifteen  miles  off,  I 

should  think.     Later  in  the  afternoon  the  railway  was  shelled  near 

the  suburbs,  and  just  before  dark,  away  to  the  west,  we  saw  clouds 

of  dust  and  what  we  took  to  be  fleeing  commandos.     After  such  a 

day  we  all  went  to  bed  in  excellent  spirits.     Our  long  depressing 

wait  was  very  near  its  end,  and  we  should  now  escape  the  terrible 

prospect  of  being  moved  away  to  the  east.     About  i  a.m.  we  were 

wakened  up  by  the  commandant,  who  turned  on  the  electric  light 

and  walked  along  the  line  of  beds,  saying,  '  Pack  up,  gentlemen,  you 

have  got  to  start  at  3  p.m.  and   march   six   miles.'     'Why?'     'I 

don't  know  why;  those  are  my  orders.'     'Which  direction .;* '     'To 

the  railway,  to  the  east.'     Well,  I  knew  what  that  meant  at  once, 

for  I  had  expected  the  move  for  the  last  month,  and  many  a  very 

depressed   hour  had  I  spent  thinking  of  the  possibility  of  being 

carted  about  for  six  months  in  the  cold— no  food — no   news— and 

every  chance  of  being  shot  down.     I  lay  in  bed  thinking  what  I 

should  do—what  we  ought  all  to  do.     Some  got  uu  at  once  and 

dressed,  quite  ready  to  move,  saying  they  were  onlj  going  to  move 

us  out  of  range  of  the  firing.     But  Colonel  H luckily  was  not 

of  that  opinion,  and  nearly  every  one  felt  what  it  meant.  We  knew 
nothing  for  certain,  but  we  thought  our  people  were  only  six  miles 
off.  Outside  the  Hollanders'  guard  had  been  trebled— about  200— 
and  there  were  about  twenty  armed  and  mounted  Boers.  It  was 
soon  agreed  that  no  one  should  move  unless  a  rifle  was  pointed  at 
his  head.  ^  The  Hollanders  are  only  half-hearted,  and  the  Boers 
don't  act  without  leaders.  So  the  commandant  and  sub-commandant, 
who  were  alone  inside,  and  only  armed  with  revolvers,  were  made 
prisoners.  They  were  told  we  refused  to  move  ;  that  they  would 
have  to  shoot ;  and  that,  if  they  did  shoot,  every  one  of  them  would 
be  hung  by  Bobs,  who,  we  knew,  was  only  seven  miles  off.  Well, 
the  commpndant  was  talked  round  and  fairly  bluffed.  He  under- 
took not  to  move  us,  and  to  become  a  prisoner  of  the  Boers  if  they 
insisted.     He  went  out  and  had  a  talk  with  the  Boer  commandant ; 
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they  had  words,  and  the  Boers  galloped  off  to  the  town,  calling  him 

w'I7"i  ,  if 'u^"?.'^y'"^  '^'"^y  ^^^''^  '^^ve  to  get  a  Maxim. 
We  had  delayed  the  thmg  anyway  for  a  time,  and  the  railway  might 
be  cut  any  time  by  French.  It  was  frightfully  cold ;  I  did  not  turn 
in  agam.  Many  went  and  hid  in  the  roof,  in  ditches,  and  all  sorts 
of  places,  where  they  were  bound  to  be  found.  I  got  a  bread-knife 
an  J  cut  a  hole  m  the  rabbit  wire,  which  is  only  a  small  part  of  the 
obstacle,  and  asked  the  Hollander  sentry  to  look  the  other  way  if  I 
tried  to  get  out  when  the  commander  came.  But  there  were  so 
many  of  them  that  one  was  afraid  of  the  other.     He  only  hesitated, 

c?l''  W  ^i^  '""•  •  ^\"  ^^'^^^  °"  ''"  ''^yl'ght  and  no  one 
came.  We  looked  anxiously  at  the  hills  all  round  in  hopes  of 
seeing  our  troops  on  the  hills,  but  could  see  nothing.  We  waited 
and  watched  anxiously,  and  thought  we  should  have  a  day  of  sus- 
pense. About  8  A.M.  on  Tuesday,  5th  June,  large  bodies  of  men 
were  visible  to  the  west,  about  seven  miles  off,  but  it  was  impossible 
to  say  whether  they  were  our  men  or  Boers.  Even  if  they  were 
our  men,  It  was  possible  that  we  should  be  hustled  off  under  their 
noses.  About  9  a.m.  two  men  in  felt  hats  and  kharki  and  a  civilian 
galloped  up.  Even  till  they  were  100  feet  off  I  feared  they  might 
be  Boers  Then  ihey  took  off  their  hats  and  waved  them ;  there 
was  a  yell,  and  we  all  rushed  through  the  gate.  They  were  Marl- 
borough and  Winston  Churchill,  and  we  were  free  I " 

Some  of  the  late  prisoners  rushed  out  of  the  enclosure  down 
hill  into  the  town,  scampering  and  yelling.  It  was  so  good  to 
be  free  .1  It  wais  so  grand  to  feel  that  the  scene  of  their  incarcera- 
tion had  already  almost  become  British  soil !  One  climbed  up 
the  flagstaff  with  the  Union  Jack  in  his  mouth  and  fastened  it 
at  the  top  (the  great  emblem,  manufactured  from  a  Transvaal  flag, 
had  been  held  m  readiness  for  many  months).  There,  in  the  town 
were  British  sentries  over  all  the  Government  buildings,  over  the 
house  of  the  President-where  Mrs.   Kruger  still  remained-and 

of  ^P.1    M^l  '  """"^  '!?  "'^  "l""''^-     ^"'  '^^  ^'"^••^  guardsman 

ot  Pall  Mall  was  nowadays  strangely  transmogrified.  Battered 
and  travel-stained  in  his  shabby  kharki  and  worn  helmet  — the 
Jatter  perhaps  adorned,  in  lieu  of  plume,  with  tooth-brush,  spoon, 
or  other  useful  article-and  equipped  with  loaf  or  cook-pot,  or 
ike  practical  paraphernalia  not  laid  down  in  the  regulations 
he  made  a  quaint,  yet  inspiriting  picture  of  martial  vagabondage! 
But  to  the  eyes  of  his  long-expecting  fellow-countrymen  he  was 
none  the  less  refreshing,  almost  adorable,  and  in  a  perfect  frenzy 
of  rejoicing  the  prisoners  laughed  and    threw    up  their  hats  and 

orX  M     1!"  Tr  ^'^1^''7^  ^""^''"  ^•■"^^   ^'■°'"   strait-waistcoats, 
or  the  thrall  of  the  padded  room. 

The  chief  was  not  timed  to   arrive  till  two,  but  long  before 
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f^^  "jr"  ^''"^  P^^o^ers  of  war  were  drawn   up   in   the   square  to 
feast  the.r  eyes  with  a  sight  for  which  they  had  hungered  wearily 
some  of  them   smce   the    grievous    autumn    days    when    they    had 
found  themselves  m  Dundee  hospital  at  the  mercy  of  the  Boers 
And   sure   enough    the   spectacle   that   then   followed    was    worth 

will  eli'foJger'  '°  ''''  ^"^  °"'  ^^'''^  "°"'  ^'^°  ^'^"^^^^^  '^ 

thi  J^m!'"'?'  '^°^r^'"'  ^°  Johannesburg,  and  to  those  who.  during 
this  time  of  terrific  suspense,  were  marching  as  fast  as  lejrs 
would  carry  them  to  take  possession  of  the  Boer  capital. 

FROM  JOHANNESBURG  TO  PRETORIA 

■Jtu^  had  opened  more  than  propitiously.  It  found  Lord  Roberts 
with  the  British  Hag  hoisted  in  Johannesburg,  and  within  appreciable 
distance  of  seizing  the  capital,  while  in  the  southern  portion  of 
the  Free  State,  rebellion  was  known  to  be  nearing  its  conclusion 

,?whl  T;^^"^;'^'"'""  exciting,  experienced  at  Hammonia 
5    1     M^V^'^"''"^    Langmcre      Border    Horse)   was    severely 
wounded,  and  Lieutenants  Boyes  and  Budler  were  niade  pHsoners 
-had  just  joined  hands  with  General  Rundle.     The  former  was 
engaged  in  watching  the  passes  around  the  Basuto  border    while 
the  latter,  with  his  usual  vigilance  and  animation,  mounted  guad 
Wt  n  r  ^^'°",   ^?^"""    Ficksburg    and    Senekal.      Her^e    (at 
lnVade\-ni'"f''  Clements  caught   up  the   chain   and   made  Ws. 
Brigade  into  a  connecting  link  with  the  forces  of  Lord  Methuen 
which   were   at    Lindley.    forty   miles  to   the    north,    which   latL; 
General'lirTf    r  fT'^^^'^^ble    distance    of    Heilbron,    where 
General  Sir  H.   Colvile    with   the    Highland   Brigade   kept   clear 
the  passage  to  the  north.     Thus  it  will  be  seen  a  complete^ordon 
of  communications   was   maintained,    which    formed   a   barrier   to 

Htde  to  ;:!:r?h '^''^•^  ^^^  ^^^^^"'  ^"^  ^--^  ^^em  liife  b; 

little  to  take  their  choice  between  surrender  or  flight 

At  the  same  time  a  change  had  been  wrought  in  the  condition 

OranSrR-^"  r'T  ^•"^"^^  ^''^  ^'""'^  ^''^  ^«="  -echristened  the 
Urange  Kiver  Colony. 

t;,ke'^'nl°°"'-°\'''t.'^'^  °l  ^^y-  ^''  •■nte-.esting  ceremony  had 
stni  ^a'^^aI  ^'^^^arket  Square  at  Bioer-ifontein  and  the  Royal 
Standard  had  been  hoisted.     General  Pretyman  (Military  Governort 

Dutch  hnV"''/' '"^'  '^•""'^^"".^  of  pLonsl  both  ^Briti^h  a7ci 
uiJtcn,  had  read  in  an  impressive  voice  for  the  benefit  of  all 
concerned.  Lord  Roberts's  proclamation  annexing  the  Orange 
to  thP  O  ^^  'f''  -''^  been  conquered  by  Her  Majisty's  Forces- 
he  sS'  fr'"'°"^-  ^^  had  then  declared  that  henceforth 
the    State    would    be    recognised   as   the   Orange    River  Colony. 
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SCENE  IN  PRETORIA  SQUARE,  JUNE  5:  WAITING  FOR  THE  ENTRY  OF 
LORD  ROBERTS  AND  HIS  ARMY 

Drawing  by  A.  Pearie,  after  a  Photogrraph  by  the  Earl  of  Roislyn 


From  Johannesburg  to  Pretoria 

after  which  the  troops  presented  arms  and  a  salute  of  twentv- 
one  guns  was  fired  by  the  Naval  Brigade  and  Royal  Artillery, 
followed  by  lusty  cheers  for  the  Queen.  At  the  same  time  a 
very  different  scene  had  been  enacted  in  Pretoria.  By  the  order 
of  President  Kruger,  the  day  had  been  observed  as  one  of 
humihation  throughout  the  country ;  humiliation  and  prayer  for 
relief  from  oppression  and  preservation  of  the  independence  of 
the  country— the  country  whose  independence  bad  been  wrecked 
himself  'gr^orant   and   careless   pilotage-  of  the   President 

In   Johannesburg   itself  quietness    soon    began    to   reien    the 
people   coming   in   resignedly  to  give   up  arms.      On   the  whole 
there  seemed  to  prevail   a  general   sentiment  of  surprised  relief 
at  the  peaceful  mode  of  British  occupation,  and  a  dawning  hope 
that    before    long    hostilities    would    come    to   an    end,    and    life 
resume  its  workaday  habit.      For  the  first  two  days  of  June  the 
chief  remained  encamped  at  Orange  Grove  in  order  that  all  the 
troops,  rested  from  their  fatigues,  might  be  gradually  moved  up  so 
as  to  surround  Pretoria,  north,  west,  and  south.     But  meanwhile 
tne  cavalry  made  a  reconnaissance,  and  in  course  of  the  opera- 
tions   Lieutenants    Durrand,   Sadleir,    Jackson,    and    Pollock,    oth 
Lancers,   were  wounded.     The  latter  officer  was  missing,  as  was 
also  Lieutenant  the  Hon.  C.  M.  Evans-Freke,  i6th  Lancers 

l^rom  Johannesburg  to  Pretoria   the   distance   is  about  thirty 
mi  es   by   road.      East   and  west   of  Johannesburg   for  some   loo 
miles   runs  the  Witwatersrand  ridge,  which   commands   the   town 
and  offers  a  strong  position   against  any  enemy  advancing  from 
f    ^UK-  u  u     '  Boksburg,  on  the  east,  are  various  natural  redoubts 
of  rubbish  heaps  thrown  up  from  the  mines,  whose  hideous  chimneys 
rise  clear  against  the   cloudy  atmosphere  of  the   swarming   city 
i'urther  on  comes  a  species  of  desert,  dotted  now  and  then  with  a 
green  oasis  and  sliced  with  valleys  wrinkled  with  undulating  ridees 
and  beyond  that.  Pretoria.     The  town  sits,  so  to  speak,  in  the  lap  of 
hills  each  hill  crowned  with  forts,  of  which  the  two  most  formidable 
faced  south,  as  menace  to  all  invaders.     The  natural  disposition  of 
the  surrounding  heights  makes  it  possible  for  a  small  force  to  resist 
a  strong  one  with  comparative  ease.     On  the  north  a  girdle  of 
eminences,  each  a  rocky  and  frowning  fortress,  renders  approach  in 
face  of  the  enemy  well-nigh  impossible.     Beyond  Six-Mile  Spruit 
which  lies  some  twenty-six  miles  from  the  Rand,  and  six  from  the 
capital,  are  three  more  frowning  ridges,  natural  strongholds.     And 
these  It  was  necessary  to  assail.      Both  Schanzkop  to  west  and 
Klappcrkop  to   east   of  the   line  looked   ^aunt  and  ominous    the 
very  fire   and   sword    of  the  cherubim,   and  the  approaches  were 
charred  black  by  intentional  veldt  fires   so  as  to  serve  as  black- 
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Map  Showing  District  detwf.en  Johannesburg  and  Pretoria,  and  the  Position  of 
THE  British  Forces  Round  hie  Latter. 
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From  Johannesburg  to  Pretoria 

boards  to  throw  up  any  demonstrations  in  chalk-ffrev  kharki  It 
was  here,  nevertheless  that  the  chief  had  decided  to  make  hs  entry 
lJ-T;u'  """"P'lF  '^^  '^'■'•"^^  Johannesburg  road,  and  avoidinrif 
pos-sible  the  more  dangerous  of  the  fortified  positions.  ^ 

Un  the  3rd  of  June  the  great  march  was  resumed  The  armv 
moved  .n  three  columns-the  Cavalry  Division  under  Generd 
French  on  the  left,  General  Ian  Hamilton's  force  .n  the  cenVre  t he 
mam  column  cons.stmg  of  Pole-Carew's  Division  and  Ma7weirs 
fnTu  ^^^"^'^l^^  Division  (General  Wavells  Brtade  was  left 
T.1  J°'S""^,«burg).  Gordon's  Cavalry  Brigade  fcover  nl  he 
eastern  flank)  and  the  corps  troops  under  the  chiefrdh-ect  com 
mand  beanng  towards  the  line  of  rail  as  described  ColonelHenrT 
with  Ross  s  Mounted  Infantry,  Compton's  Horse^  the  Sussex 
Yeomanry,   the  Victorian    Rifles,  the   Colt  Bitterv    :,n5   I    w 

•t  was  hoped  that  no  serious  fighting  was  intended      But  tlr'  .  Zt 

No  sooner  was  it  found   that   Colonel    Henry  ^v,^,   .lefinitelv 
engaged,  than  General  Ian   Hamilton,  who  was  somevv  nat  west  if 

operSs'TndT  '"^r\'^  ^°"''"^  ^"^  ^^'^^  the  now  wlrmini 
operations— and  presently   his  mounted  troops  had  reinforced    Jp 

p  r  btVetXTJr  f^'S:  t^ltTe'rll^e^:!!^ 
fTTS  In  i'^"^^^^^  them,\,^"lord  them  Ih'S 

elusive.      Meanwhile    up    came    the    infantry,   grandly    s  fxdy   hi 

hIh  K^^'^S"'"-      ^^  P^^'   ^^"^   ^he   Guards'    BHgade   over   the 
bkckboard  prepared  for  them,   while    Stephenson'? BrtX  .^^th 

k  Xfo!.£"^'^lT  '^^  ^'^\'  '''^'^  straight  ahead.    There  we  e 
k.ndly  boulders  which  presently  covered  them,  and  allowed  them  to 
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open  a  warning  fire  with  rifles  and  Maxims.  The  Boers  by  this 
knew  what  to  expect.  'I'hey  knew  that  their  hours  in  their  com- 
maiuling  kops  were  numbered  ;  they  knew  by  this  time  that  the 
bayonet's  gleam  might  follow  •'id  then 

They  had  little  tin  ^  v,uu^iui  r.  Tcneril  Broadwood's  troopers 
were  making  for  their  right  flank,  debouching  in  the  distant  plain 
on  the  left,  circling  them  round,  menacing  their  retreat.  Up  the 
kopjes  swarmed  the  infantry,  away  towards  the  enemy's  flank 
galloped  the  cavalry — bang  and  boom  and  boom  roared  the 
heavy  artillerj-,  addressing  the  forts  that  had  seemed  to  play  the 
cherubim  to  British  advance.  These  were  mute.  The  projectiles 
battered  them  or  passed  on  into  the  town  itscll  whence  rifle  fire 
burst  out  in  fitful  cascades,  but  resistance  was  no  longer  in  the 
Dutchmen.  ...  It  was  now  growing  dusk.  Colonel  de  Lisle's 
sprightly  Australians,  cut'.ing  across  country,  were  chasing  Boers 
and  guns  almost  into  the  town,  while  the  infantry  with  sunset, 
were  occupying  the  coveted  positions — were  lumdling  the  key  of 
Pretoria ! 

But  the  Australians,  darkness  or  no  darkness,  were  on  the  war 
palh — nothing  could  stop  them.  They  captured  the  fl'  ing  Maxim 
of  the  flying  Dutchmen,  pursued  them  till  they  were  wilIuh  rifle  fire 
of  the  streets — the  streets  where  scurrying  and  panic-stricken  forms 
were  t )  be  seen  like  ants  disturbed,  running  hither  and  thither. 
Then  Colonel  de  .Lisle,  equal  to  the  occasion,  profited  by  the 
general  dismay  and  the  demoralisation  to  send  in  an  officer  under 
a  flag  of  truci  *:o  demand  the  surrender  of  the  town. 

An  count  >f  this  i  mentous  episode  was  given  by  Lieutenant 
VV.  W.  ivussell  Watson,  a  Sydney  officer,  who  was  th  most  pro- 
minent actor  in  the  proceedings  : — 

"Colonel  de  Lisle  c;une  up.  be-^ming  with  delight,  and  said, 
'  Now,  lad,  you  have  dor..-  so  well,  are  you  fu  to  take  the  white  flag 
into  the  city  and  demand  the  surrender  of  ^lie  ciiy  in  the  name  of 
Lord  Roberts  and  the  BriLsli  nrmy .'' '  '  Rather  !' said  I.  So  we 
tied  a  handkerchief  on  to  a  whip,  and  after  'aying  good-bye  to 
Holmes  and  the  o'.\i  -s,  I  started  for  thr  Landdrost  ol  the  capital 
with  the  v.hite  flag  i-    the      r  alone  and  unarmed. 

"  I  had  not  gon-  ,ar  wnn  I  was  stopped  by  an  artilleryman,  so 
requested  him  to  take  me  into  town.  H  lid  so;  but  the  Land- 
drobt  (chief  magistrate),  the  Burgomaster  (mayor),  the  Commandant- 
General,  were  still  fighting  on  the  hills  about  the  city,  so  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  found,  and  he  conducted  me  to  Commandai  - 
General  Botha's  private  residence.  He  then  telephoned  to  the 
Secretary  for  War,  and  they  then  despatched  messages  to  their 
Generals  to  come  at  once  to  a  council  of  war.  First,  General  Duiha 
himself  came  ;  then  Generals  Meyer  and  Walthusein  and  the  military 
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From  Johannesburg  to  Pretoria 

governors  of  the  city.     Hy  this  time  I  had  been  there  two  hours 
durmg  which   t.me   Mrs.    Botha  kindly  gave  me  coffee  and  sand- 
wiches, which,  as  I  had  not  Jiad  a  square  meal  for  thirty-six  hours. 
were  most  acceptable. 

"  Now  came  the  discussion  of  the  council.  The  General  asked 
my  mission,  and  this  I  told  him  with  as  much  dignity  as  I  could 
muster.  He  looked  me  up  and  down,  and  told  me  to  be  seated, 
rhey  all  spoke  in  Dutch,  and  some  of  the  Generals  were  very  ex- 
cited. However,  after  an  hour's  chat,  they  drew  up  a  letter,  and 
Botha  informed  me  that  if  I  would  conduct  the  Governor  of  the  city 
to  Lord  Roberts,  rms  and  conditions  would  be  arranged.  So  thev 
all  shook  hands  with  me,  and  said  that  I  ought  u,  be  pleased  at 
meeting  their  greatest  statesmen  and  Generals. 

"Off  I  went  uith  the  (iovcrnor  and  General  Walthusein  to 
Colonel  de  Lisle,  who  was  waiting  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city  for 
my  return.  The  Colonel  then  joined  us,  and  away  we  went  to  Lord 
Koberts.  who  was  six  miles  off;  so  we  did  not  arrive  until  10.4=;  r  m 
H- was  in  bed.  so  just  sat  up  and  said.  '  How  do  you  do.?  If  General 
botha  wishes  to  discuss  with  me  the  unconditional  surrender  of  the 
town.  I  will  meet  him  at  Colonel  de  Lisle's  camp  at  9  a.m.  to-morrow. 
In  tlie  meantime.  I  will  not  fire  a  shot.     Good-night ! '  " 

So  unconditional  surrender  it  was.  and  that  '  the  cost  of  little 
more  than  seventy  killed  and  wounded. 

The  report  of  the  chief  was  as  follows  :— 

"Shortly  before  midnight  I  was  awoke  by  the  officials  of  the 
South  African  Republic,  Sandburg.  Militar>  Secretary  to  Com- 
mander-General Botha,  and  a  general  officer  of  the  lioer  army,  who 
brought  nie  a  letter  from  Botha,  proposing  an  armistice  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  terms  of  surrender. 

"  I  replied  that  I  would  gladly  met  Jie  Commander-General 
the  next  morning,  but  that  I  was  not  prepared  t  .liscuss  any  terms, 
as  the  surrender  of  the  town  must  be  uncon.uti  nal. 

"  I  asked  for  a  reply  by  daybreak,  as  I  had  ordered  the  troops 
to  march  on  the  town  as  soon  as  it  was  light. 

"  In  his  reply,  Botha  told  me  thnt  he  had  decided  not  to  defend 
l^retoria,  and  that  he  trusted  that  the  women,  children,  ^md  property 
would  be  protected.  t-    t-     / 

The  next  morning  the  main  army  moved  on  towards  the  milway 
station,  while  Genera!  Ian  Hamilton's  troops  wound  their  way  to 
tlie  west  of  the  ^own.  (General  !•  rench,  it  may  be  noted,  had  made 
his  way  to  the  .rth,  anu  had  skirmished  himself  into  possession  of 
an  envelopiiig  area.)  Pretoria  was  now  in  sight.  But  even  as  the 
troops  neared  the  railway  station,  trains— trains  bearing  away  the 
surrenoenng  i  ioiiaiiders— were  seen  to  be  steaming  forth.  A  chase 
followed,  but  barbed  wire,  gardens,  houses,  made  pursuit  impossible. 
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and  one  tr  n  escaped.  Others  which  were  still  in  the  station,  how- 
ever, were  arrested,  but  not  before  a  scrimmage  ol  a  bellicose  kind 
had  taken  place  between  Major  Shute,  the  advance  guard,  and  the 
would-be  fugitives.  Then  followed  the  release  of  the  British 
prisoners  and  tlie  excited  rushing  of  the  emancipated  ones  through  the 
town.  Meanwhile  Major  Maude  and  his  party  moved  along  amid 
the  expt;ctant  populace,  placing  sentries  at  important  points  in  the 
road,  to  the  tune  of  the  roars  and  cheers  from  the  British  prisoners, 
who— nriny  of  them— were  almost  wild  with  enthusiasm.  After 
having  secured  the  government  buildings,  the  officers  of  the  Staff 
attached  to  the  Guards'  Brigade  paid  their  respects  to  Mrs.  Kruger, 
who,  attired  in  black  silk  and  a  white  cap,  received  them  with  her 
usual  Dutch  calm,  in  the  cottage  where  the  old  statesman  was  wont 
to  live  in  almost  peasant-like  simplicity.  Here,  not  many  days  ago, 
the  most  interesting,  if  not  the  most  admired,  figure  of  latter-day 
history  had  smoked  the  cavernous  pipe  which  was  his  invariable 
companion.  Here,  not  many  days  ago,  sitting  in  the  shady  veran- 
dah and  guarded  by  two  policemen,  and  the  white  marble  lions 
given  him  by  Mr.  Barnato,  he  had  plotted  and  schemed  behind  the 
impenetrable  mask  that  served  him  for  a  face.  Now  he  was  gone  ; 
and  the  great  marble  lions,  massive  and  obdurate  as  ever,  had 
become  as  the  emblems  of  British  majesty.  The  commanding 
officer  informed  the  wife  of  the  late  President  that  the  burghers 
guarding  the  Presidency  would  now  be  replaced  by  British  soldiers, 
whereupon  the  Dutch  guard  placed  pistols  and  ammunition  on  the 
pavement  by  the  side  of  the  marble  monsters  ;  and  their  occupation, 
now  and  henceforth,  was  ended  ! 

At  two  o'clock,  on  the  5th  of  June,  came  the  grand  finale.  Lord 
Roberts,  Lord  Kitchener,  the  Staff,  and  foreign  attaches,  numbering 
nearly  300,  formed  up  in  the  main  square  in  the  centre  of  the  mag- 
nificent official  buildings,  and  there,  once  more,  was  hoisted  the 
British  fiag  amid  the  cheers — sincere  and  insincere— of  the  popu- 
lace. Then  followed  the  great  spectacle— a  pageant  wherein  was 
asserted  the  majesty  of  Great  Britain — in  the  form  of  an  unending 
host  of  muscular  and  disciplined  heroes.  The  roll  of  drums,  the 
flow  of  kharki,  the  clank  and  clang  of  armed  men,  began  and  con- 
tinued for  hours  and  hours,  while  the  amazed  inhabitants,  arrayed 
in  their  bucolic  best,  wide-mouthed,  wide-eyed,  stood  watching  the 
vast  procession,  the  like  of  which  the  little  town  had  never  before 
beheld. 

Particularly  remarkable  amon?  the  vast  cortege  of  seasoned 
warriors  were  the  patriotic  C.LV.  ,  whose  soldierly  bearing  drew 
forth  eulogies  from  the  chief  himself.  All  were  agreed  that  they 
were  the  finest  body  of  men  that  had  ever  been  seen,  and  every  one 
declared  that  their  actions  had  been  as  excellent  as  their  appearance. 
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tona^  to  mark  the  new  epoch,  drawing  a  line  between  the  o  d  era 
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British  colonies.  The  arrogance  of  this  denial,  and  the  success  in 
maintaining  it  for  many  years,  gave  birth  to  more  ^'•'•°g^"^^  ^J'"^ 
The  British  at  last  were  not  only  to  be  trodden  down,  but  were  to 

be  driven  into  the  sea !  ,      ,        ,  .  i         

That  Mr    Kruger  should  have  so  far  lost  his  sound  common 
sense  as  to  dream  of  an  ascendency  of  the  Dutch  in  South  Africa, 
was  due  partly  to  the  misleading  representations  of  needy  foreigners 
and  chevaliers  d' Industrie,  who  endeavoured  to  convert  the  Presi- 
dent  into  a   figurehead    for  their   own    piratical  crniser,   and  also 
to   the   folly  of  certain  self-seeking   British  politicians,  who   tried 
to  persuade  the  shrewd  Dutchman  into  a  belief  in  Boer  arms  and 
Boer  diplomacy,  and  actually  deceived  him  with  the  notion  that 
their    sympathetic    bleats   represented   the   trumpet   voice   of  the 
British   nation!       It  became  necessary  to  teach  him  his  mistake 
and  the  lesson  was  taught.     Thus  it  came  to  pass  that,  at  the  end 
of  a   long  and  really   remarkable   career,   the  despot   was   fleeing 
as  fast  as  steam  would  carry  him  from  the  scene  of  his  lifes  labours 
while    Lord    Roberts,    crowned   with    years   and  honour,    reigned 
in  his  stead! 
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APPENDIX 
REARRANGEMENT    OF    STAFF 


The  following  rearrangement  of  divisional  and  brigade  commands  in  South 
Africa  took  place  during  the  month  of  April  :— 

Cavalry  Division. 

Lieutenant-General  J.  D.  P.  French  commanding. 

ist  Brigade  (Cape)— Colonel  (Brigadier-General)  T.  C.  Porter,  6th  Dragoon  Guards. 

ist  Brigade  (Natal)— Lieutenant-Colonel  (Brigadier-General)  J.  F.  Bum-Murdoch. 

I  St  Dragoons. 
2nd  Brigade  (Cape)— Colonel  (Brigadier-General)  R.  G.  Broadwood,  12th  Lancers. 
2nd  Brigade  (Natal)— Colonel  (Major-General)  J.  F.  Brocklehurst. 
3rd  Brigade  (Cape)— Colonel  (Brigadier-General)  J.  R.  P.  Gordon,  17th  Lancers. 
3rd  Brigade  (Natal)— Colonel  (Major-General)  Lord  Dundonald. 
4th  Brigade  (Cape)— Colonel  (Major-General)  J.  B.  B.  Dickson,  C.B. 

Mounted  Infantry. 
Colonel  (Major-General)  L  S.  M.  Hamilton,  C.B.,  commanding, 
ist  Brigade— Colonel  (Major-General)  E.  T.  H.  Hutton,  C.B. 
and  Brigade- -Colonel  (Brigadier-General)  C.  P.  Ridley. 

1ST  Infantry  Division  (Cape). 
Lieutenant-General  Lord  Methuen  commanding, 
ist  Brigade— Colonel  (Major-General)  C.  W.  H.  Douglas. 
20th  Brigade— Colonel  (Major-General)  A.  H.  Paget,  Scots  Guards. 

2ND  Division  (Natal). 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  F.  Clery  commanding. 
2nd  Brigade— Major-General  H.  J.  T.  Hildyard,  C.B. 
4th  Brigade— Colonel  (Brigadier-General)  C.  D.  Cooper,  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers. 

3RD  Division  (Cape). 
Major-General  Sir  Herbert  Chermside,  commanding. 
22nd  Brigade— Colonel  (Major-General)  R.  E.  Allen. 
23rd  Brigade— Colonel  (Major-General)  W.  G.  Knox,  C.B. 

4TH  Division  (Natal). 
Lientenant-General  Hon.  N.  G.  Lyttelton,  CB.,  commanding. 
7th  Brigade— Colonel  (Brigadier-General)  W.  F.  Kitchener,  West  Yorkshire  Regiment 
8th  Brigade— Colonel  (Major-Ge.  oral)  F.  Howard,  C.E.,  CM.G. 
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5TH  Division  (Natal). 

Lieutenant-General  Sir  Charles  Warren  commanding. 

loth  Brigade— Colonel  (Major-Genaral)  J.  T.  Coke. 

nth  Brigade— Colonel  (Major-General)  A.  S.  Wynne,  L.B. 

6th  Division. 
Lieutenant-General  T.  Kelly-Kenny,  C.B.,  commanding. 
1 2th  Brigade-Colonel  (Major-General)  R.  A.  P.  Clements. 
13th  Brigade— Colonel  (Major-General)  A.  G.  Wavell. 

7TH  Division  (Cape). 
Lieutenant-General  C.  Tucker,  C.B.,  commanding. 
14th  Brigade -Colonel  (Major-General)  J.  G.  Maxwell. 
15th  Brigade— Colonel  (Major-General)  C.  E.  Knox. 

8th  Division. 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  Leslie  Rundie  commanding. 
16th  Brigade— Major-General  B.  B.  D.  Campbell. 
17th  Brigade— Major-General  J.  E.  Boyes. 

9TH  Division  (Capk). 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  Henry  Colvile  commanding, 
^rd  (Highland)  Brigade— Colonel  (Major-General)  H.  A.  MacDonald,  C.B. 
?9th  Bdgade-Colonel  (Major-General)  H.  L.  Smith-Dorrien,  Sherwood  Foresters. 

loTH  Division  (Natal). 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  Archibald  Hunter  commanding. 

5th  Brigade— Major-General  A.  F.  Hart,  C.B. 
6th  Brigade— Major-General  G.  Barton,  C.B. 

iiTH  Division  (Cape). 
Lieutenant-General  R.  Pole-Carew,  C.B.,  commanding. 
Guards  Brigade-Colonel  (Major-General)  L  R.  Jones,  Scots  Guards. 
i8th  Brigrie-Colonel  (Brigadier-General)  T.  E.  Stephenson,  Essex  Regiment. 
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DEATHS  IN  ACTION  AND  FROM  DISEASE 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  who  died  in  South  Africa  between 
January  and  June  : — 


ig- 


ig- 

lald,  C.B. 

jrwood  Foresters. 


ding. 


ding. 

rds. 

sex  Regiment. 


JANUARY  1900 

4. — In  action  at  Colesberg:  Major  C. 
Bateson  Harvey,  Lieutenant  A. 
V.  West. 

6.— Disease :  Major  C.  P.  Walker,  Lieu- 
tenant C.  P.  Russell,  Lieutenant 
C.  S.  Piatt. 

6. — In  action  at  Rensburg  :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  A.  J.  Watson,  Lieutenant 
F.  A.  P.  Wilkins,  Lieutenant  S.  J. 
Carey,  Lieutenant  C.  A.  White. 
Action  at  Ladysmith  :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dick-Cunyngham,  V.C, 
Major  Miller-Wallnutt,  Major  R. 
S.  Bowen,  Major  F.  Mackworth, 
Captain  W.  B.  Lafone,  Lieutenant 

C.  E.  M.  Walker,  Lieutenant  L. 

D.  Hall,  Lieutenant  R.  J.  T. 
Digby-Jones,  Lieutenant  H.  N. 
Field,  Lieutenant  W.  F.  Adams, 
Lieutenant  J.  E.  Pakeman,  Lieu- 
tenant Noel  M.  Tod,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant W.  H.  T.  Hill,  Second 
Lieutenant  F.  H.  Raikes,  Second 
Lieutenant  G.  B.  B.  Denniss. 
Wounds  received  at  Colesberg: 
Captain  A.  W.  Brown. 

11. — Wounds  received  at  Ladysmith  : 
Captain  the  Earl  of  Ava. 

13.— Fever :  Lieutenant  W.  Dixon  Smith. 

15.— Fever  at  Pietermaritzburg :  Lieu- 
le:  a-'t  E.  Stabb,  R.N.R. 

16. — DjReiM:'  ryat Pietermaritzburg :  Major 
i''.  r.  Cawford. 

19.— F.,ver  ar  Jvlooi  River  :  Second  Lieu- 
tcnau  D.  B.  Gore-Rooth. 

20.— Wounds  received  at  Venters  Spruit : 
Captain  C.  A.  Hensley.  Action 
at  Potgieters  :  Major  C.  B.  Childe. 

21.— In  action  at  Potgieters  :  Captain  C. 
Ryall.  Wounds  :  Captain  A.  D. 
Raitt.  In  action  :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Buchanan-Riddell,  Crpt. 
F.  Murray,  Captain   C.   Walters, 


23 


24 


28.— 


29.— 


Lieutenant  R.  Grant,  Lieutenant 
J.  W.  Osborne,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant H.  G.  French-Brewster. 

—In  action  at  Chieveley :  Captain  H. 
^V.  de  Rougemont. 

—Fever  at  De  Aar :  Captain  C.   G. 
Mackenzie.     In   action  at  Spion 
Kop:  Major  H.  H.  Massy,  Major 
A.  J.  J.  Ross,  Captain  N.  H.  Ver- 
tue,  Captain  G.  M.  Stewart,  Cap- 
tain C.  L.  Muriel,  Captain  M.  W. 
Kirk,  C-\ptain  C.  G.  F.  G.  Birch, 
Captain  the  Hon.  J.  H.  L.  Petre, 
Captain   C.  8.    Knox-Gore,  Cap- 
tain   C.  H.  Hicks,   Lieutenant  J. 
J.    R.    Mallock,     Lieutenant    E. 
Eraser,    Lieutenant   A.   P.   C.   H. 
Wade,    Lii^utenant    H.    F.    Pipe- 
Wolferstan,     Lieutenant     F.     M. 
Raphael,  Lieutenant  H.  W.  Gar- 
vey.    Lieutenant    C.    G.    Grenfell, 
Lieutenant  P.  F.  Newnham,  Lieu- 
tenant T.   F.   Flower-Ellis,    Lieu- 
tenant    IL     S.     M'Corquodale, 
Lieutenant    V.     H.    A.     Awdry. 
Lieutenant  the  Hon.  N.  W.  Hill- 
Trevor,    Lieutenant    A.     Rudall, 
Lieutenant  K.  Shand,  Lieutenant 
F.    A.    Galbraith,    Second    Lieu- 
tenant W.  G.  H.  Lawley,  Second 
Lieutenant    H.    A.    C.     Wilson. 
Wounds  received  at  Spion  Kop: 
Major  S.  P.  Strong. 
•Fever  at  De  Aar :   Captain  W.  A. 

Hebden. 
■Wounds    received    at    Ladysmith: 
Lieutenant   W.    R.   P.  Stapleton- 
Cotton. 

FEBRUARY  1900 

-Wounds  received  at  Venters  Spruit: 
Capt.nin  D,  Maclachlan. 

-Disease  at  Ladysmith  :  Second  Lieu- 
tenant V.  O.  Barker. 
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4. — Disease  at  Ladysmith  :  Captain  K. 

L.  Tupnian 
6. — In  action  at  Potgieters  Drift :  Major 
T.    R.    Johnson-Smyth,    Second 
Lieutenant  C.  D.  Shafto. 
6. — Sunstrolce  at  Wynberg  :  Captain  E. 
Dillon.      In   action   at    Koodoes- 
berg  :  Captain  H.  M.  Blair. 
8 — Wounds  received  at  Koodoesberg  ; 
Captain  C.  Eylcyn,  Lieutenant  F. 
G.  Tait. 
10. — In  action  :    Lieutenant   Buchanan, 

Lieutenant  Carstens. 
IL— Fever  at  De  Aar:  Lieutenant  R. 
W.  Bell.  In  action  at  Rensburg  : 
Major  G.  R.  Eddy. 
12. — In  action  at  Rensburg  :  Major  A. 
K.  Stubbs,  Lieutenant  J.  Powell. 
Wounds  received  at  Rensburg : 
Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  Cunning- 
ham, Lieutenant  J.  C.  Roberts. 
Wounds  received  at  Dekiels  Drift : 
Captain  H.  G.  Majendie. 
13. — Wounds  received  at  Rensburg  : 
Lieutenant-Colonel  H.  A.  Eager. 
In  action  at  Gaberones  :  Captain 
J.  G.  French.  In  action  at 
Waterval  Drift :  Second  Lieu- 
tenant H.  W.  Ritchie.  Wounds 
received  at  Ladysmith  :  Major  D. 
E.  Doveton.  Disease  :  Captain 
H.  W.  Foster.  Fever  at  Pretoria : 
Lieutenant  C.  A.  P.  Tarbutt. 
14. — Wounds     received    at     Mafeking  : 

Captain  R.  H.  Girdwood. 
15. — In  action  at  Waterval :  Lieutenant 
C.  P.  M.  C.  Halkett.  Wounds 
received  at  Rensburg:  Major  F. 
R.  MacmuUen. 
16. — Wounds  received  at  Kimberley: 
Second  Lieutenant  Hon.  W. 
M'Clintock-Bunbury.  Action  at 
Monte  Christo :  Captain  T.  H. 
Berney.  Action  at  Bird's  River: 
Captain  E.  C.  H.  Crallan,  Lieu- 
tenant Chandler.  Action  near 
Kimberley:  Lieutenant  A.  E. 
Hesketb,  Lieutenant  E.  G.  Car- 
butt,  Second  Lieutenant  P.  F. 
Brassy. 
17. — Fever  at  Ladysmith :  Second  Lieu- 
tenant W.  A.  Orlebar. 
18 — Fever  at  Sterkstroom:  Captain  T. 
S.  C.  W.  Broadley.  In  action  at 
Paardeherg  ;  Lieutenant  -  Colonel 
W.     Aldworth,     Captain     E.    P. 


19 


20, 


2L 


22. 


23. 


Wardlaw,  Captain  B.  A.  Newbury, 
Captain  A.  M.  A.   Lenno.x,  Lieu- 
tenant J.   C.   Angell,    Lieutenant 
G.  E.  Courtenay,  Lieutenant  H. 
G.  Selous,  Lieutenant  F.  J.  Siordet, 
Lieutenant  A.  R.  Bright,  Colonel 
O.    C.    Hannay,     Lieutenant     E. 
Perceval,    Lieutenant    H.    M.    A. 
Hankey,    Second    Lieutenant    R. 
H.   M'Clure,   Second   Lieutenant 
A.  C.  Nieve,  Second   Lieutenant 
V.  A.  Ball-Acton. 
— Dysentery  at  Wynberg  :  Captain  R. 
A.    E.    Benson.      In    action    at 
Hlangwane  Hill :   Captain  W.  L. 
Thorburn. 
— Wounds    reteived    at    Paardeberg : 
Major  C.  R.  Day,  Captain  E.  J. 
Dewar,  Lieutenant  J.  C.   Hylton- 
Jolliffe,  Second  Lieutenant  D.  B. 
Monypenny,   Captain   Waldy. 
Wounds  received  at  Rondebosch : 
Captain  C.  H.  Thomas.    In  action 
at  the  Tugela  River :    Captain  S. 
L.  V.  Crealock,  Lieutenant  V.  F. 
A.    Keith-Falconer,    Second-Lieu- 
tenant J.  C.  Parr.     Fever  at  Lady- 
smith :  Lieutenant  G.  W.  G.  Jones. 
—Wounds  received  near  Ladysmith : 
Captain  R.  E.  Holt.      Dysentery 
at  Kimberley  :  Lieutenant  Grant. 
—In  action  at  Arundel :    Captain  A. 
F.  Wallis.     In  action  at  Pieters 
Drift :   Lieutenant  R.  H.  C.  Coe. 
In  action  at  Ladysmith  :  Lieuten- 
ant R.  W.  Pearson,  Lieutenant  the 
Hon.    R.    Cathcart,    and   Second 
Lieutenant  N.  J.  Parker. 
—Dysentery  at  Wynberg :  Major  C.  H. 
Blount.       Fever    at    Ladysmith: 
Captain  G.  S.  Walker.     Wounds : 
Captain  H.  M.  Arnold.     Wounds 
received  at  Groblers  Kloof:  Lieu- 
tenant  F.   C.  D.  Davidson.      In 
action  at  Railway  Hill :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  C.  C.   H.    Thorold  and 
Lieutenant  -  Colonel    T.    M.    G. 
Thackeray.    In  action  at  Pieters 
Hill:    Brevet   Lieutenant-Colonel 
C.  G.   H.  Sitwell.     In  action  at 
Railway  Hill:   Major  F.  A.  San- 
ders and  Lieutenant  W.  O.  Stuart. 
In  action  at  Colenso :  Captain  S. 
C.  Maitland.   Inaction  near  Lady- 
smith :    Lieutenant   D.  II.  Hastie 
and  Lieutenant  C.  H.  Hinton. 
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Deaths  in  Action  and  from  Disease 


24.— In  action  at  Stormberg :  Lieutenant-     17 
Colonel  F.  H.  Hoskier  and  Cap- 
tarn  the  Hon.  R.   H.  J.    L.   de     19. 
Montmorency.      Fever  at   Sterk- 
stroom  :  Captain  A.  '1'.  England.     20 
In  action  near  Ladysmith:  Lieu- 
tenant F.  A.  Stebbing.  22 
25.— Fever  at   Modder  River:   Midship- 
man S.  Robertson.      Wounds  re-     23  - 
ceived  at  Spion  Kop :  Lieutenant 
H.  V.  Lockwood. 
26.— Wounds    received    at    Ladysmith- 

Major  E.  W.  ^^eatherd. 
27.— In  action  at  Pieters  Hill :  Lieutenant-     26 
Colonel   W.  M.   O'Leary,   Major 
V.    Lewis,   Captain  H.  S.  Sykes 
Lieutenant  H.  L.  Mourilyan,  Lieu-     27 
tenant     H.    B.    Onraet,    Second 
Lieutenant  F.  J.  T.  U.  Simpson,      28 
and  Second  Lieutenant  C.  J.  Daly. 

MARCH  1900  29. 

3.— Blood-poisoning  at  Modder  River: 

Captain  R.  Price. 
5.— Fever  at   Naauwpoort :    Lieutenant      30. 

J.  W.  C.  Walding. 
7.— In  action  at  Poplars  Drift:    Lieu- 
tenant  1).  J.   Keswick.     Wounds 
received    near   Ladysmith  :    Lieu-      31  _ 
tenant  E.  A.  P.  Vaughan. 
8.— Fever  at  Ladysmith  ;  Lieutenant  R. 
E.   Meyricke.     Fever  at   Modder 
River :  Lieutenant  S.  D.  Barrow. 
9.— Fever  at  Ladysmith  :  Captain  A.  W. 
Curtis    and    Lieutenant  C.    Ark- 
wright. 
10.— In  action  at  Driefontein :  Captain 
A.  R.  Eustace,  Captain  D.  A.  N. 
Lomax,  Lieutenant  F.  N.  Parsons, 
V.C.,  and  Second  Lieutenant  A.  b! 
Coddington.     Fever  at  Wynberg 
Captain  E.  E.  D.  Thornton. 
11 — Wounds:  Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  E 

E.  Umphelby.  3 

12.— Fever  at  Wynberg :  Dr.  W.  C.  Grigg. 
Wounds  received  at  Driefontein  • 
Lieutenant  C.  F.  L.  Wimberley 
Fever  on  transport  Sumatra: 
Lieutenant  T.  D.  Whittington. 
13.- Drowned  at  Norvals  Pont :  Second 

Lieutenant  F.  N.  Dent. 
16.— Fever  at  Pietermaritzburg :  Major 
H.  E.  Buchanan-Riddell.  Fever 
at  N.i.-jiT-A-poort :  Captain  R.  W. 
Salmon.  Fever  at  Ladysmith: 
Lieutenant  R.  H.  Kinnear. 
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-Fever    at    Ladysmith :     Major    T 
Minniecf. 

-Dysentery   at    Ladysmith:    Captain 
\V.  L.  P.  Gibton. 
Fever  at  Mooi   River:   Lieutenant 
A.  W.  Hall. 

-Fever  at  Kimberley :  M,-jr  H.  I 
Massy. 

-Wounds  received  at  Spion  Kop: 
•Major-General  Sir  E.  R.  P.  Wood- 
gate.  In  action  near  Bloemfon- 
tein :  Lieutenant  Hon.  E.  H. 
Lygon. 

-Fever  on  her  Majesty's  ship  Power- 
ful: Fleet- Paymaster  W.  H.  F. 
Kay. 

-Fever  at  Naauwpoort :  Captain  F. 

^V.  Hopkins. 
-In  action  at  Norvals  Pont :  Colonel 

the  Hon.  G.  Gough. 
-Fever  at  liloemfontejn  :  Captain  C. 
^L    Kemble.      Wounds   received 
at  Karee  Siding  :  Lieutenant  E.  M. 
V  oung. 
•In  action  at  Brandfort :  Captain  A. 
C.  Going.     Fever  at  Ladysmith  : 
Lieutenant  B.  T.  Rose.     In  action 
at  Lobatsi :  Captain  A.  J.  Tyler. 
In  action  near  Bloemfontein  :  Major 
p'  ^^'  *^V  ^^°°''i  and  Lieutenant 
P.   H.  S.   Crowle.     In  action  at 
Sarinas  Post;  Lieutenant  G.  H. 
Irvine.     Wounds:    Lieutenant  P. 
C.  Grover.     \Vounds  received  at 
Ramathlabama :  Captain  F.  Crewe. 
In  action  at  Ramathlabama  :  Lieu- 
tenant F.  Milligan.      Meningitis: 
Lieutenant  Whittington. 

APRIL  1900 

Wounds  at  Pietermaritzburg :  Lieu- 
tenant C.  B.  du  Buisson. 

•In  action  at  Reddersburg :  Captain 
F.  G.  Casson  and  Second  Lieu- 
tenant C.  R.  Barclay.  Wounds 
received  at  Karee  :  Captain  W.  M. 
Marter.  Fever  at  Ladysmith: 
Lieutenant  G.  E.  S.  Salt. 

■Wounds  received  near  Bloemfon- 
tein: Lieutenant  F.  Russell-Brown. 
Wounds  received  at  Reddersburg  • 
Captain  W.  P.  Dimsdale. 

In  action  at  Rietfontein  :  Captain 
C.  Boyle  and  Lieutenant  A.  C. 
Williams. 
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9. — In  action  at  Wepener :  Major  C.  F. 
Sprenger. 

10. — Fever  at  Mooi  River :  Lieutenant 
G.  H,  Morley.  In  action  at 
Wepener :  Lieutenant  H,  F.  B. 
Taplin  and  Lieutenant  A.  H. 
Thornton. 

15. — Fever  at  sea  on  his  way  home  : 
Lieutenant  T.  B.  Ely.  Fever  at 
Ladysmith :  Second  Lieutenant 
S.  H.  Hutton.  Fever  at  Pieter- 
maritzburg  :  Second  Lieutenant  E. 
O.  N.  O.  Leggett. 

16. — Fever  at  Bloemfontein  :  Captain  R. 
Peel,  Captain  B.  C.  C.  S.  Meeking, 
and  Lieutenant  C.  O.  Bache. 

18 — Dysentery  at  Ladysmith  :  Captain  S. 
Laurence.  Disease  at  Kimberley  : 
Captain  E.  M.  Litkie. 

21. — Dysentery  at  Pretoria  :  Assistant- 
Surgeon  Jackson.  Fever  at  Gabe- 
rones  :  Lieutenant  Wallis.  Fever 
at  Bloemfontein :  Lieutenant  H. 
\V.  Prickard. 

23. — Dysentery  at  Naauwpoort :  Second 
Lieutenant  R.  J.  Gibson-Craig. 

24. — Wounds  at  Karreefontein  :  Captain 
F.  L.  Prothero. 

25. — In  action  at  Dewetsdorp :  Cap- 
tain P.  R.  Denny.  In  action  at 
Israel's  Poort :  Captain  H.  Gethin. 
Wounds  received  at  Sanna's  Post : 
Lieutenant  J.  D.  Murch. 

26. — Fever  at  Queenstown :  Captain  C. 
Biddulph.  Wounds  at  Eirste- 
laagte :  Captain  G.  P.  Brasier- 
Creagh. 

27. — Fever  at  Bloemfontein :  Major  H. 
T.  Hawley.  In  action  at  Tha- 
banchu :  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Geary. 
Peritonitis  at  Bloemfontein  :  Cap- 
tain A.  B.  Bennett. 

28. — Wounds  at  Bloemfontein  :  Captain 
H.  F.  W.  Stanley.  Fever  at  Kim- 
berley :  Midshipman  L.  G.  E. 
Lloyd. 

30. — In  action  at  Thabanchu :  Major  E. 
C.  Showers,  Lieutenant  J.  H. 
Parker,  and  Lieutenant  Munro. 

MAY  1900 

1. — Pneumonia  on  board  the  Dilwara  : 
Lieutenant  C.  Martin. 

2. — Fever  at  Aliwal  North  •  Lieutenant 
J.  T.  Dennis.  Tuberculosis  at 
Port  Elizabeth  :  Lieutenant  Holt. 


4. 


5.— 


6.— 


7.— 


8.— 


9.— 


10 


11 


12 


IS 


14 


16 


18.— 


20, 


2L 


22. 


In  action  at  Welkom  :  Captain  C.  E. 

Rose. 
Fever  at  Bloemfontein :  Captain  H. 

E.  Dowse. 
Wounds    at     Callerberg  :     Captain 
Lovett.      Wounds     at     Thaban- 
chu :    Captain  E.  G.  Verschoyle. 
Wounds  at  \Vinburg :  Lieutenant 
P.  Cameron. 
Fever  at  Bloemfontein :  Captain  R. 
Fawssett  and   Lieutenant  E.   H. 
St.  L.  Chamier. 
Dysentery  at   Estcourt :    Lieutenant 
S.  Oglesby.     Dysentery  at  Modder 
Spruit :  Captain  Warren. 
Wounds     received    at     Warrenton : 
Major  H.  S.  le  M.  Guille.     Fever 
at    Deelfontein :     Lieutenant     B. 
Gumming. 

. — Dysentery  at  Bloemfontein  :  Chap- 
lain the  Rev.  C.  F.  O'Reilly. 
Pneumonia  in  Bloemfontein : 
Captain  T.  W.  Milward.  Wounds 
received  at  Zand  River:  Captain 
L.  Head  and  Captain  C.  K. 
Elworthy. 

— Fever  at  Naauwpoort :  Second  Lieu- 
tenant A.  C.  FitzG.  Roman. 

— Fever  at  Bloemfontein  :  Captain  H. 
S.  Prickard. 

— Fever  at  Bloemfontein :  Lieutenant 
H.  P.  Rogers. 

—Disease  at  Capetown :  Captain  D. 
G.  Seagrim. 

— Fever  at  Naauwpoort :  Lieutenant 
G.  B.  Guthrie.  Disease  at  Naauw- 
poort :  Lieutenant  A.  Lascelles. 
In  action  near  Mafeking:  Lieu- 
tenant Wilfred.  In  action  at 
Mafeking:  Lieutenant  E.  Harland. 
Fever  at  Bloemfontein  :  Lieutenant 
G.  G.  Moir  and  Midshipman  J. 
Menzies. 
In  action  near  Vryheid :  Captain 
W.  E.  D.  Goff,  Lieutenant  H. 
W.  Lanham,  and  Lieutenant  W. 
M'Lachlan.  Fever  at  Bloemfon- 
tein :  Lieutenant  E.  W.  M.  Noel. 
Died  at  Gaberones :  Lieutenant  H. 
Wallis.  Fever  at  Bloemfontein : 
Captain  G  C.  Fordyce-Buchan. 
Fever  at  Deelfontein :  Major  P. 
Marsh.  Fever  at  Kroonstad: 
Lieutenant  the  Hon.  J.  D.  Hamil- 
ton. Fever  at  Springfontein : 
Lieutenant  F.  G.  Peel. 
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23.— Fever  at  Bloemfontein :  Major  H. 
M.  Browne.  Fever  at  Boshof: 
Lieutenant  E.  L.  Munn. 

24.— Fever  at  Bloemfontein :  Second 
Lieutenant  Fletcher. 

25.— In  action  at  Senekal :  Major  H.  S. 
Dalbiac.  Fever  at  Wynberg : 
Captain  N.  G.  H.  Turner.  Fever 
at  Bloemfontein :  Captain  L. 
Livingstone-  Learmonth.  Fever 
at  Mooi  River :  Major  (Jooper. 
Fever  at  Boshof:  Second  Lieu- 
tenant W.  H.  Amedroz. 

26.— Fever  at  Kroonstad  :  Major  A.  S. 
Ralli  and  Captain  W.  H.  Trow. 
Fever  at  Bloemfontein :  Lieuten- 
ant R.  S.  Bree  and  Lieutenant 
J.  D.  Dalrymple-Hay. 

27.— Pneumonia  at  Wynberg:  Captain 
R.  N.  Fane. 

28.— Fever  at  Bloemfontein  :  Lieutenant 
P.  C  Shaw.  Fever  at  Pieter- 
maritzburg :  Lieutenant  A.  Wylde- 
Brown.  In  action  at  Kheis : 
Major  J.  A.  Orr-Ewing.  Inaction 
at  Kwisa  :  Lieutenant  C.  Slater. 
29.— In  action  at  Fabers  Spruit :  Colonel 
W.  A.  Spence.  In  action  near 
Kroonstad :  Captain  C.  S.  Keith. 
Wounds  received  at  Kheis :  Lieu- 
tenant G.  H.  Matthews  and  Cap- 


30 


tain  A.  H.  U.  Tindall.  Wounds 
received  at  .Senekal :  .Second  Lieu- 
tenant A.  H.  Murray. 
In  action  near  Johannesburg :  Cap- 
tain St.  J.  Meyrickand  Lieutenant 
H.  W.  Fife.  Dysentery  at  I'ine- 
town  Bridge:  Captain  J.  W.  J. 
Hardman. 
3L— Wounds  received  at  Elandslaagte : 
Lieutenant  C.  G.  Danks. 

JUNE  1900 

1.— Fever  at  Kroonstad:  Captain  S. 
Robertson.  Fever  at  Florida: 
Lieutenant  G.  F.  Nethercole. 
Wounds  at  Lindley :  Lieutenant 
Sir  J.  E.  C.  Power,  Dart.  Dysen- 
tery at  Bloemfontein:  Second 
Lieutenant  F.  S.  Firth. 

2. — Fever  at  Bloemfontein  :  Lieutenant 
L.  O.  F.  Mellish  and  Lieutenant 
C.  H.  B.  Adams-Wylie.  Wounds 
at  Bappisfontein :  Lieutenant  J. 
F.  Pollock.  At  sea  on  board  the 
Dilwara  :  Lieutenant  R.  J.  Jelf. 

4— Fever  at  Kroonstad:  Lieutenant  C. 
E.  Eaton. 

5.— Fever  at  Kimberley :  Captain  E.  G. 
Young.  In  action  at  Schippens 
Farm :  Lieutenant  R.  L.  C.  Hob- 
son. 
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